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First United Methodist Church 

      Newton, North Carolina 

A Church that Loves People into a Relationship with Christ as we 

 Worship, Grow, and Serve 

What do you love about First Church? 

 
During this season of thanksgiving, you’re invited to answer the question, “What do you love about 

First Church?”  Is it the relationships you’ve built here or the worship services, or the mission oppor-

tunities?  Could it be your Sunday School class, Bible Study or the way the Praise Band and Chancel 

Choir lead you into God’s presence? The answers to this question are as varied as the people in this 

great church.  Please share your answers by simply filling out a few cards and adding them to the 

exhibit in the Upper Breezeway.  Together, as one diverse community, we will celebrate the gifts 

with which God has blessed this amazing congregation.  

 

Here are just a few things that I love about First Church … 

 

I love that this church now has a clear God given Vision to lead us into the future.  We are being 

called to  love all people into a relationship with Jesus Christ (our mission) and when we do that we 

will become one diverse community, passionately worshipping Jesus and practicing unprecedented 

acts of hospitality (our vision).   It is now time to take action to make this vision a reality.   What is 

our next faithful step?  Add your voice to the Next Step Conversation on Sunday, November 19 at 

2:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.    

 

This Sunday, November 19, will be a significant Sunday in the life of the church.  On this day we 

will celebrate our annual Consecration Sunday when we make our financial commitments to the 

church with a celebration brunch at 10:00am and lunch at 12:00pm.  And then we will plan for the 

future with the Next Step Conversation at 2:00pm.   

 

I love that this church is filled with disciples who generously give their financial gifts as a response 

to their relationship with God.  Because church members and friends practice the spiritual discipline 

of tithing, God’s work is done in this church, this community and the world.  Over the coming weeks, 

I invite you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give in 2018.   

 

I also love that this church is part of a greater connectional system known as the United Methodist 

Church.  Through the connection we recognize that we can do more together than we can separately.  

Each year, we give an annual report to the larger denomination with a meeting known as Charge 

Conference.  This year’s Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, November 7 at 7:00pm at 

the church and everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

There are many more things that I love about this great church and I’ll be sharing them in sermons 

and in future e-news.  Here’s what I encourage us to do … once we name the things we cherish,  then 

let’s bow down before God in prayer and thank God for these incredible gifts.    I thank God for the 

opportunity to serve as your pastor.                    

 

    – With joy, Willis 



Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am to 10:45 am 
Children's Hall 
Ages 3-5 and K-5th grade. 
During November we will be exploring Advent and preparing for Christmas. 
Please join us! 

Kids 4 Christ (k4C) 
Wednesdays 3:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

 
Children in grades K-6th grade are welcome to join us in the Activity Room for fun, snacks, 

games, music, and mission projects. Get ready! The kids 4 Christ children will sing on 
Sunday, November 19th at the 11:00 am service. 

Sunday, November 12 
3:00-5:00 pm 
Gomedela Room 

 

 

No matter how long it’s been since your loved one died, grief can make 

the holidays a painful time, but there’s hope. Join us for an encourag-

ing seminar that will help you survive the holidays and discover new 

reasons to enjoy them again. For this session the facilitators will be 

Harriett Wyatt and Betty McGee. Please contact the church office at 

828-464-8422 to register for this seminar. Holiday Survival Guides will 

be available for $5.00. 



First YOUFirst YOUFirst YOUFirst YOUth - Students 6th-12th grade 

Sunday, November 5th   
Youth and friends are invited to meet at the church from 4:00 to 6:00pm. We will 
reach out to some of our church members with a Rake and Run! 
Please dress for raking and bring your own rake !!!              
Following Rake and Run, Youth and parents are invited to Pizza @ the Parsonage 
to discuss upcoming events for the Youth program.   
 
Friday, November 17th   
Youth Lock - Out         

Drop off Friday 7:00pm, pick up Saturday7:00 am.       
 
We will meet in the Activity Room.  Our outing this year is “The Pit” in Moores-
ville for some fast paced fun. Cost for this event varies. If you do NOT want to 
drive the Go-Karts, your cost is $14.50. Go-Kart racing and 3 other events for a 
youth (up to 15 years old) is $29.00; 16 years and older with Go-Kart racing  is 
$34.00. The price difference is because of the go-carts. The youth carts go up 
to 35 MPH and the adult age carts go up to 45 MPH.  Checks can be made 
payable to FUMC. We will eat at Steak and Shake in Mooresville afterwards, 

so you will need money for your meal. Following dinner, we will do our annual Christmas Shopping before 
heading back to the church for some early morning fun. Please register with Julie by Sunday, November 
12th. All youth participating will need to have a completed church medical release form, signed re-
lease form for “The Pit” and   ***  Anyone 16 and older will need ID with name and birth date!  
 
Release forms may be found on their website  http://www.meetatthepit.com/. Copies of the release forms 
are available in our church Welcome Center and our website under the grow tab-click on youth. Please 
contact Julie if you have any questions,  juliebbraswell@gmail.com  or call 828-464-8422, Monday-
Thursday. 

PB & J Sunday 

On the first Sunday of every month, First 

Church will celebrate PB & J Sunday, a day 

for everyone to bring a plastic container of pea-

nut butter or jelly for school Backpack pro-

grams. 

ECCCM Workday 
The first Wednesday of each month has been designated 

as the day for our church to volunteer at ECCCM. No reg-

istration or sign-up is required, just show up! Don’t feel 

obligated for an 8 hour day; a couple of hours will be ap-

preciated.  

Community Christmas Giving 
How Can YOU Help? 
 

First Church Youth will be taking part in the Catawba County 
Christmas Bureau this year. The Christmas Bureau is a col-
laborative effort among several area organizations to provide 
food, toys, and coats to those in need during the Christmas 
season. This united effort allows participating agencies to coordinate services, prevent duplication of ser-
vices, and to reach more families in need. We will be given a shopping list from the social workers who 
have met with each applicant for assistance.  Our youth will spend part of their lock-out hours shopping for 
these individuals and families. Please share in the spirit of Christmas by donating funds for our youth to 
purchase these gifts. You may write a check to FUMC with Community Christmas Giving (CCG) on the 
memo line. Thank you in advance for your generous giving.  We will be collecting these donations through 
the end of November. If you have any questions, please contact Julie at 828-464-8422 or julieb-
braswell@gmail.com. 



 
On Sunday, December 10th, you are invited to join First 

Methodist as we shower the children of Armenia with 

Christmas shoeboxes! Through Project AGAPE we will be 

sending Christmas shoeboxes to children who are not 

served through the nationally recognized Samaritan’s Purse. 

For the past 17 years, Project AGAPE has been (and contin-

ues to be) the ONLY humanitarian relief group in the Ka-

shatagh region of Armenia. Project AGAPE assists with hu-

manitarian and benevolent activities such as an orphanage, 

educational and training opportunities, distribution of food & clothing, and The Cattle Project (Heifer Project 

does not serve this region).  One of the ministries which brings joy and resources to the children of the area is 

the Christmas Shoe Box Project – this is where YOU are invited to join the AGAPE mission. Fill a plastic shoebox 

(directions are enclosed in this newsletter) and drop it by the church by December 10th.  

Thank you as we partner with Project AGAPE to share Christ’s love with the 

children of Armenia. To discover more about Project AGAPE please 

visit www.Project AGAPEArmenia.org. 



This event is open to children ages 3 (potty trained) to 6th grade. 



 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER    

BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS    

NOVEMBER WEDDINGNOVEMBER WEDDINGNOVEMBER WEDDINGNOVEMBER WEDDING    

    ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES    

Lawing, Mary Bess 11/14 

Sowers, Martha  11/15 

Johnson, Roger  11/17 

Richard, Laura  11/19 

Shillito, Diane  11/19 

Elliott, Tim  11/20 

Swink, Rene  11/22 

Cooke, Sherry  11/23 

Hayes, Leah  11/27 

Lowder, Hannah 11/27 

Mull, Jarrett  11/27 

Bolick, Max  11/28 

Wayne, Michelle 11/28 

Goble, Dotti  11/29 

Hildebran, Jim  11/29 

King, Scott  11/29 

Chiok, Cecilia  11/1 

Mull, John  11/1 

Cadwallader, Suzy 11/3 

McCombs, Mary Alice 11/3 

Gantt, Abby  11/4 

Gantt, Anna  11/4 

Sims, Christie  11/4 

Harvell Jr., Nink 11/5 

Cook, Kathleen  11/6 

Foss, Jeff  11/6 

Marilla, Lynn  11/7 

Hollar, Frances  11/9 

Sigmon, Cindy  11/10 

Isenhour, Mason 11/12 

White, Hayleigh  11/12 

Faust, Rick  11/14 

IN MEMORIAM 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord 

for they cease from their labor and 

their works do follow them.” 
 

H. Clark Fletcher 
November 3, 1957 - October 7, 2017 

Jeff & Beth Foss  11/1 

Norris & Gail McRee  11/1 

Gary & Susan Kale  11/17 

Greg & Laura Bailes  11/18 

Max & Judith Bolick  11/24 

Neil & Kristi Harvell  11/25 

Care Ministry Thanksgiving Bags 
 

Please remember our shut-ins and our members that are living at assisted living 
centers over the upcoming holidays. You are invited to bring small gift items for 
our annual Thanksgiving bags. Items to include are:  sugar-free candies, pens, 
small containers of lotion, lip balms, note cards, individual tissues, and 
snacks. There will be donation baskets at the Welcome Center, the Narthex of the 
Sanctuary, and the Fellowship Hall from November 1st through Sunday, Novem-
ber 12th. The Care ministry will be packing these gift bags on Sunday, November 12th in the Chapel 
at 2:00 pm. You are welcome to join us in packing and delivering these bags to our members.   

Christmas Decorating 

We will be decorating the church for the Ad-

vent and Christmas season on Sunday, No-

vember 26 at 2:00pm. We encourage and wel-

come all to come and help, especially a few 

men who can climb a ladder. 

Time Change Sunday, November 5 
 

Set your clocks back one hour before 

going to bed on Saturday night so you 

will have the correct time on Sunday 

morning. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

First United Methodist  Church’s annual meeting to celebrate and review the total mission 

and ministry of the church will be held on Tuesday, November 7 at 7:00pm in the Gomedela 

Room. Everyone is invited to come and celebrate the life and ministry of FUMC. 

Methodist Women 
 

Please join the Methodist Women for their 

monthly meeting on Monday, November 6th at 

2:00pm in the Gomedela Room. John Smith 

will present a program entitled Newton & 

First Methodist on the Eve of the Great War. 

Germany declared war on the United States 

in April 1917 and a nationwide draft followed 

in June. Recruits soon headed  to boot camps, 

and the citizens of Catawba County prepared 

for war. The centennial of those events and 

the conflict that followed is now being ob-

served. Come find out what was going on in 

Newton and at the First Methodist Church 

one hundred years ago.  



December 17 (Cantata) 

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

December 31 (New Years Eve) 

For 3 unique Holiday Services, 

First Church will join together 

@ 10:00am in the Sanctuary. 

 



Sharing Our Gifts 

Sunday Attendance Tithes and 

Offerings 

Capital 

Bldg. Fund 

Oct. 1 173 11,629.95 50.00 

Oct. 8 150 8191.75 480.00 

Oct. 15 159 6328.35 165.00 

Oct. 22 170 6,116.00 140.00 

Oct. 29 186 10,521.78 325.00 

 

November 9 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Coffee/refreshments available at 9:30am  
 

Program begins at 10:00am 
The film “Miracle” is a follow up on the Miracle of Hickory. 

This informative documentary explains how Catawba County battled polio and won. 
 

Devotion  
Rev. Bob Silber, ECCCM 

 

Lunch at noon 
Chicken and Dumplings, Green Beans, Slaw, Cranberry Sauce, and Homemade Dessert 

 

Lunch Reservations are required. Donations accepted. 
Please call the FUMC office at (828)464-8422 by 12:00 noon the Monday before each meeting. 

IN TOUCH                                   

300 N. Main Ave.                 
PO Box 926 
Newton, NC 28658 

 

                   828-464-8422 
 

 

fumcnewtonnc.org 

 

facebook.com/ 
fumcnewtonnc 

First United Methodist Church Staff: 
 

Lara “Willis” Greene, Pastor 

cell:  828-461-5918 

Julie Braswell, Children and Youth 

Ann Cook, Administrative Assistant 

Sarah Luhrs, Choir Director 

John Coffey, Organist 

Michael Roberts, Praise Service 

Rose Bibeau, Children’s Music 

Kayla Sigmon, Nursery Ministry  

Kristi Harvell, Preschool 

 

You can now give electronically at 

www.fumcnewtonnc.org 

Memorials 
 

Ken Keener Capital Building Fund 

Martha McPherson Current Expense 

Martha McPherson Capital Building Fund 

Clark Fletcher Capital Building Fund 

Clark Fletcher Music Fund 

Wilma Waters Music Fund 

Sara Caldwell Capital Building Fund 

John Caldwell Current Expense 

Jack Gantt Capital Building Fund 

 

Honorarium 
 
Nancy Gantt Killian Capital Building Fund 

 


