
4102 NEAL ROAD * DURHAM NC 27705 

www.mcmannenumc.org 

The  Messenger 

It takes a great many worker 

bees to make Vacation Bible 

School an experience that kids 

remember.  Won’t you help out? 

 
 

   at mcmannenumc.org 

We’re geared for fun this summer! 

July 10-14  9 am—12 pm 
Let us know how you can help:   

 

  

 

Group Leaders Help with Crafts 

Story Tellers Church Office coverage 

Nursery Games 

  



 

   June Committee Meetings 

  Church Council Tues, June 6 @ 7:00 pm (FH) 

   SPRC Tues, June 20 @ 6:30 pm (E201) 

   Trustees  Tues, June 27 @ 6:30 pm (FH) 

Ballroom Dancing  
Fellowship Hall  

Saturday, June 24 

7:30-10:00 pm 

No partner is necessary 

No charge for church members 

Sunday, June 11 

 8:00 am  

All are welcome! 

Our Church Family: James & Marti Bennett; Murlene Dermott; Emma Jean 

Phelps; Preschool families; Don Roche; Wendell Family; Joanne Wheeler; Ruth 

Yarbrough; church staff; Summer ministries; SAW Camp 

Friends and Family:  James Avery & Family; Doug Blackwell family; Family of Lois 

Blanton; Earl Brotherton; Lee Brotherton; Karen Chamberlin; Parker Coleman & 

Family; Russell Couch; Ethan Craig; Pat Crispell; Connie Eva; Frank & Pauline Foley & family; Kevin Ford; 

Graduating Seniors; Kenneth Gilbert; Rich Goward; Ann Gunter Drake; Family of Jack Heath; Family of  

Arnetta Herrington; Jeffrey Hodges; Mike Huey; Family of Marge Jackson; Luanna & Jerry Jackson; Joe & 

Family; Donald Wilbert Johnson Sr. & Family; Jimmy King; Mrs. King (Pam Blalock’s mom); David LaBarre; 

Bob Liertz; Candy Lockamy; Matt Matthews; Carolyn Michael;   Rick Minnotte; Bryan Misenheimer; Mary Ann  

Norris; Kamryn Pierce; Dean Porterfield; Family of Claude Raiford; Joyce Rich; Louis Rivers; Pauline Roberts; 

Sharon Scott; Mary Ann Sifferlen; Mark Smith; Ralph & Betty Spickerman; Westley Stone; Dot Sykes; Family 

of Nancy Tenhengel; Priscilla Toms; Jim Waddell; Taylor Wagner; J.C Whitt; William & Carole Wiltse; Doug 

Williams; Matt  Williamson; Burke Wilson III;  Melanie Wilson; Rachel Zeinemann; the unemployed and their 

families; the victims of  violence; travel mercies; Christian Believer Bible study group; Christians being       

persecuted; our armed forces and  military; terrorist victims; law  enforcement 

Care Facilities: Cordelia Blalock (Emerald Pond); Marian Clark (Croasdaile); Lella Dezern; Sadie Micol 

(Brookshire); Mildred Neal (Croasdaile Village); Emma Jean Phelps (Emerald Pond); Judy Smith and Irene 

Webb (Eno Pointe) 



CLUBS Movie Night 
Friday,  June 16 @ 7PM 

McMannen Fellowship Hall 

Paint and Praise is a monthly worship service which 
appeals to our families with younger children in the    

2- 12 age group, but all church members are welcome. 
During this service we worship using music, scripture, 

literature and art. Come see what the excitement is all about! 
If possible, RSVP to Jackie (jackieb@mcmannenumc.org) to make 

sure we have plenty of  supplies.  

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.    

Psalm 150:6  

Saturday, June 10 
6:30—8:00 PM   

A key theme in this wonderful family movie is           
perseverance, tied closely with the need to overcome fear in order to succeed. It’s 
good fun wrapped in some touching moments about the value of family. Another 
interesting aspect of this movie is comparable to the parable of the Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15:11–32). No  matter what has happened to Dory—where she has been, 

what she has done—her parents are overjoyed to welcome her home. In a       
similar way, God is ready to welcome the prodigals home again.  

So put on your pajamas or comfy clothes, grab your favorite blanket  or pillow 
and be prepared to enjoy yourself.   

Movie snacks will be provided. Donations are accepted so Children’s Ministries 
can  continue to provide this type of monthly family event. 



Grace and peace to you!  Jesus said in Mark 6:31, “Come away with me.  Let us go to a quiet 
place to rest awhile.” This summer, I am planning to do just that. 
 
I find it hard to believe that this coming June 2017 will mark the high school graduation of my      
oldest son Noah, and will also mark 15 years in pastoral ministry.  To celebrate these milestones, 
with the support and blessing of our District Superintendent and McMannen’s Staff-Pastor-Parish 
Relations Committee, I will combine all of my annual vacation time into one continuous time away 
for the first time in my career.  While my practice has been to take week-long or weekend vacations 
throughout the year, I have spoken with pastors who follow a different rhythm of time away during 
the summer, and they assure me it is good for everyone involved.  I will be fulfilling a long-held 
dream to explore the American west with my kids.  We are hoping that it will be a great road trip 
and a time of renewal.  We are very excited to go, AND I know I will miss all of you 
and be eager to return! 
 
Noah graduates on June 12, and we plan to leave Tuesday, June 13. We will     
return Monday, July 17.  This time includes my annual vacation allotment plus one 
week of unused vacation carried over from last year, per our church’s policy.  
 
While away, dedicated and inspiring lay and clergy colleagues will lead worship and preach at 
McMannen, will share their gifts of pastoral care, and will be available in case of emergency        
administrative issues.  Our staff and many of our key lay leaders in the church will be able to         
access these folks as often as needed. At the bottom of this email you can find more information 
about these brothers and sisters by reading a short background on each. 
Here is the worship and pastoral care schedule:  
 

 
 

Thank you for understanding how important this is to my family; thank you for your prayers and 
support.  If you have questions or concerns, or would like to serve during this time, please do not 
hesitate to communicate with me or with any of our SPRC members so we can continue the con-
versation.  I look forward to hearing how God moves in our lives during this time of listening, rest, 
and renewal! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Ed 

Dates Guest Preacher Pastoral Care during the following week 

June 18 Dennis Soberl 
Rev. Kori Robins (beginning June 13) 
Rev. Cathy Carlson (during Annual Conference) 

June 25 Rev. Dr. F. Belton Joyner Dustin Rawlings 

July 2 Rev. Grace Hackney Rev. Melissa Fretwell 

July 9 Rev. Carol Goerhing Rev. Julia Webb Bowden 

July 16 Rev. Portia Kuzanga Rev. Melissa Fretwell 

 



Pastoral Care and Guest Preacher Bios 
 
Dennis Soberl – Vice President of McMannen’s United Methodist Men, former McMannen Lay 
Leader, Pittsburgh Penguin fan, works as Student Academic Advisor at the University of North 
Carolina 
 

Rev. Kori Robins – Pastor at St Paul UMC in Durham, from the Virginia Conference.  Former               
registrar at Duke Divinity School.  

 
 
Rev. Cathy Carlson – Longtime member of McMannen UMC, frequent liturgist in worship, retired 
pastor from the Mississippi Conference, coordinator of the Methodist Coalition with Durham   
Habitat for Humanity.  
 

 
Rev. Dr. F Belton Joyner – Retired Pastor, member of Bethany UMC Durham, author, 
teacher, former member of the Judicial Council of the UMC (the UMC’s Supreme Court) 

 
 
 
Dustin Rawlings – Deacon candidate with the UMC, member of McMannen UMC and  project 
leader with our Servants At Work (SAW) ministry, in ministry through Durham’s Self-Help Credit 
Union working to improve low-income housing for the disabled and elderly, received MDiv and 
MSW from Duke Divinity. 
 

 
Rev. Grace Hackney – UMC Pastor and ordained Elder, founder and Executive Director 
of Life Around the Table, a ministry of the Corridor District of the United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
Rev. Julia Webb Bowden – Pastor of Bethany UMC Durham, attended McMannen while her 
husband Larry served as pastor here 2007-2010.  
 
 

 
Rev. Carol Goerhing – Corridor District Superintendent of the UMC, long serving pastor,     
former chairperson of the NC Conference Connectional Table 

 
 
Rev. Melissa Fretwell –Hospice Chaplain, Licensed local pastor from the Virginia Conference, 
graduate of Eastern Mennonite Seminary, frequent McMannen attendee 
 
 

 
Rev. Portia Kuzanga – Pastor in the UMC Zimbabwe Conference having served churches 
for more than 10 years, current Duke Divinity student, mother of two children, including one 
at McMannen Preschool! 





We want to recognize all of our graduates 

on June 11. Please notify the church   

office of your graduate and their plans 

for the future by June 5. 

Order forms available 

in the church office 

for special orders.  

25% of sales are      

donated to the 

church. 

Cash & Carry 

Roses 

See  

Anggie in the Office 

$10 

 
A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 1 7  

J U N E  1 6 - 1 8  
Yo u  m a y  d o w n l o a d  t h e  A C 2 0 1 7  a p p  

t o  s t a y  u p - t o - d a t e  o n  a l l  t h a t ’ s   
h a p p e n i n g .   P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  

M c M a n n e n ’ s  d e l e g a t e  H e l e n  C o a t s  
a n d  a t t e n d e e  J i m  W h e e l e r .  

McMannen has a job opening for a part-time Director 

of Young Adult Ministries!  For a full job description, 

please go to our website www.mcmannenumc.org. 

Inquiries and resumes can be sent to      

mcmannendirector@gmail.com or given to  

Jim Wheeler. 

http://www.mcmannenumc.org
mailto:mcmannendirector@gmail.com


 “The God of all grace, 

who called you to his  

eternal glory in Christ, 

after you have suffered a 

little while, will himself restore you and make you 

strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever 

and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 5:10-11) 

This past weekend, on a mini-overnight camping trip 

with my family at Hanging Rock, I was blessed to sit on 

the side of the lake with Evan at sunset.  The temperature 

was a perfect 68 degrees.  A cool breeze was blowing 

across the lake.  The sky was blue and white and pink 

and orange.  Moore’s Mountain stood majestic in the  

distance.  Evan and I were casting a fishing line in the 

water, and when the fish weren’t biting we skipped a  

few rocks.  The occasional tweet of a bird and the distant 

muffled bark of a campground dog were the only 

sounds.  I thank God for that beautiful evening! 

While we were sitting there, I saw the 

trail of a passenger jet slowly streak 

across the sky, very high and very far 

away – too far for the sound to reach my 

ears.  I thought about what I was seeing.  

It looked like the jet was heading straight 

towards the ground, but my experience 

told me that wasn’t the case.  It looked 

something like this picture.   

I know that the folks on that plane were in no danger.  

They were happily, perhaps sleepily, (some maybe a bit 

anxiously) flying toward their destination at thirty       

thousand feet.  In a few hours they’d be landing and  

continuing on their way.  One of the passengers might 

have glanced out their window at just the right time, 

looked at just the right spot, seen our peaceful little 

mountain lake far below, and not given it another 

thought.  No, the plane wasn’t heading for the ground, it 

was simply journeying over the horizon, following the 

curve of the earth, its trajectory fooling my eye’s per-

spective as it traced its path along the great overturned 

bowl of blue that is our sky.   

One of the most beautiful and necessary functions of the 

body of Christ is that it reminds us of perspective.  Our 

vision, what we see as the world from our individual 

point of view, is not the only or the ultimate perspective.   

When we tell Jesus’ miracle of the feeding of the 5000, 

we can imagine we are one of the hungry ones.  We have 

tried to do the right thing and listen to a great teacher 

sharing words of life, but those words alone will not feed 

our family, and our bodies crave calories.  Then Jesus has 

compassion on the crowd, enlists the help of the disciples 

and a young boy who brought a small lunch, and Jesus 

provides very real food for our very real hunger.  Maybe 

Jesus is God’s son after all! 

When we love a neighbor by speaking out against racism 

or giving an extravagant gift to someone who doesn’t 

seem very deserving, our family might scold us for      

making a scene or throwing away our hard-earned          

financial security; but Jesus’ words remind us that such 

actions have eternal precious value in the kingdom of 

God.  From the perspective of our critical friend, our 

seemingly foolish trajectory is leading us on a crash 

course straight into the ground; but 

when the body of Christ supports one 

another in love, we are reminded that 

we are always cruising on our jour-

ney to our final destination far over 

the horizon along with the rest of 

God’s children.   

When our aging loved one is suffer-

ing or nearing the end of their earthly 

life, our heart is overcome with grief and loss and fear 

and we imagine ourselves heading straight for the 

ground; but the Church stands and sits and cries with us, 

offering comforts in the form of cards and casseroles, 

hugs and hope, prayers and presence and even funerals 

and receptions, reminding us we are simply journeying 

together over the horizon.   

We need the church because our perspective is limited.  

We need the church for each other’s perspective.         

We need the church for God’s perspective. 

“The God of all grace will make you strong … To Him be 

the power forever and ever. Amen.” 

Pastor Ed 



Please always refer to the calendar 

on the McMannen website for the 

most up-to-date information. 

Download our calendar information: 

A file can be downloaded and imported into any calendar program that will let you import a 
comma-delimited text file. Most calendaring software, like Outlook, Lotus, etc. has this fea-
ture built right in. 

 Simply click the ICAL symbol on the calendar (bottom left corner) on our mcmannen-

umc.org website to download it to your hard drive. 

 Then open your calendar software and import it. 

 

 



4102 Neal Road 

Durham, NC  27705 

919-383-1263 

Fax: 919-383-0546  

mcmannenumc.org 

 

Mission:   To proclaim 

the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the world and 

to live it out in loving 

witness to whomever 

we meet with the       

purpose of changing 

hearts and                   

strengthening the  

community of               

believers. 

D eadline for the 

next newsletter, “The 

Messenger”, is Monday, 

June 26— 9 am for all 

events through  July. 

Sunday Mornings 

8:45 am - Worship 

(in Neal Chapel) 

10 am - Sunday School 

11:00 am - Worship 

(in the Sanctuary)  

Come and Worship! 

Staff 
Ed Priestaf, Pastor 

pastorEd@mcmannenumc.org 

919-274-8061 
 

Jackie Bolen 
Director of Children’s Outreach 

and Ministries 
jackieb@mcmannenumc.org 

 

Anggie Thompson  
Office Administrator 

anggiet@mcmannenumc.org 
 

John Benton 
Director of Music Ministries 

johnb@mcmannenumc.org 
 

Floalice Reaves  
Organist 

 
 


