OUTLOOK
The Newsletter of The University United Methodist Church
uumcirvine.org

Fall 2018 Edition

1

What a privilege it has been to share these
last two months with you, getting to know
you, and learning about the amazing ministries that take place here at University
UMC Irvine! I have met so many of you

and energy which permeates the sanctuary
during worship, at the Gathering Grounds
afterwards, and in every small-group and
ministry team I’ve joined. The energy is
contagious, and generates excitement for

Let us consider this a year of renewal and
growth. Grounded in God’s grace and
love, and stimulated by the powerful energy we share, let us practice the art of invitation whereby we invite others to share in

through the amazing Meet & Greet opportunities (thank you to ALL who hosted!)
and by working alongside you in leadership, in various ministry areas, and with
the fabulous team of office volunteers!
(Sidebar: if you want a fun place to serve
the church and have facetime with me and
our fabulous staff team, sign up to volunteer in the office! Susan McClintic is our
office volunteer coordinator.)

the wonderful things to come in our days,
weeks, and months ahead. We are embarking on something new together, and
our enthusiasm is filled with the Spirit of
God. What a joy!

God’s love in this place. Just think, how
amazing would it be if every single person
brought a friend, family member, neighbor, or new acquaintance to a church
event every month?! Talk about the power
of Renewal!

My heart has been strangely warmed (a
reference to John Wesley’s heartfelt conversion moment) by the vibrancy of life

Renewal is a word I’ve heard spoken by
many of you, as both a desire of the heart Ready to see where God might lead us in
and a reality of our present work together. the year to come? Let’s do this – together!
Spiritual renewal is a holistic journey, inIn Christ, Pastor Cathie
volving the heart, soul, mind, and body,
and it is one that cannot be done alone.
It takes a Christian village to do the work
of regeneration.

While we certainly like our potlucks and Membership Interest Luncheon on Sunday September 23rd at 11:00am in Felfood, there is actually more to being a
lowship Hall. Let Pastor Cathie know
United Methodist than a 9x13 pan.
of your interest by calling the church
If you are interested in finding out what office 949.786.8354 or pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org.
membership in the United Methodist
Church means, join Pastor Cathie and
some of our lay church leadership at a
Welcome to the Fall 2018 edition of the University United Methodist Church Newsletter. It is our hope that this newsletter will begin a process to better communicate some of the current and future activities occurring in our community at
UUMC. If you have ideas for content that you feel should be shared with the members, please pass your ideas through
the church office for possible inclusion with the next published newsletter in December. We are hopeful that this will
help to get the word out regarding the wonderful work that God is doing here at UUMC. Please provide your input for
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the Christmas Edition newsletter to the church office by November 19th for consideration in the December month’s
edition.

Please Pray for Healing and Restoration for the following Members:
Linda Brougher, Glenda Ison, LaVerna Price,
Lois McKissick, Don Dressler and Ann Ownbey.

Please Pray for Those Who Are Homebound Or In Convalescent Care:
Betty Quilligan, Luana Lanfranco, Muriel
Dameron, Thelma Friedel and Carol Gauger.
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Carrying Plates
Many of you heard the story that before I applied for the Children’s Ministry Director position, my family visited
UUMC on Pastor Cathie’s first Sunday. We were immediately impressed by the beautiful campus and the friendliness of the greeters and Kid Jam volunteers. We were invited several times to stay for the BBQ and, despite it
being the kids’ nap time, decided to chance it and stay for lunch. When it came time to get in line for food Bianca was having a “it’s naptime meltdown,” so Chris was outside consoling her while I had Xander in one arm and
our plates in the other. I was about to set the plates down, pack it up, and go home when a kind stranger offered
to carry our plates to the table. For the life of me I cannot remember her face, but I will always remember how
that act of hospitality helped this mama keep it together when everything was falling apart.
That’s what the church is though, isn’t it? We are a community of people letting each other know they’re not
alone, there’s someone else whose walked this road before, and “this too shall pass.” Thank you, Jesus!
Whatever is going on in your life, whether you’re struggling to keep it together or able to carry a stranger’s plates,
you are welcome and needed at UUMC. We are better together.
To the person who carried our plates that Sunday, thank you. It was a small thing to you, but it meant the world
to me.
Excited for the days ahead,
Melissa Thach , Children’s Ministry Director

The Birthday Card Ministry is happy to send you a handmade card on your special
day. This is open to any church member who would like to be added to our birthday card list. Just check out the Birthday Poster on our UUMC Kickoff Day and
make sure we have your current address in the church directory. Anyone who
would like to join our two teams of crafty card makers is welcome to construct
these cards at the home of Karen Rhoads. We meet about twice a year to make
the special cards. Questions? Email Karen at kkrhoads@cox.net.
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Seeking Funding For Preschool Placement
In May St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church in Newport
Beach and Trinity Presbyterian Church in Tustin received a request from Home for Refugees, alerting them
to the need of assisting a family that recently fled Chechnya because of persecution. Unlike refugees who are vetted and come with documents, asylum seekers have nothing to show. Home for Refugees was alerted to the plight
of this young Chechen family by Human Rights Watch
after they asked for asylum when crossing over the border
at Tijuana.

walking distance (the closest preschool to their apartment) and has such a wonderful reputation; it would be
ideal. A member of St. Mark’s who is supporting the asylum seekers talked to Cyndi McCormick, the director of
our preschool on August 27, to see if there could be an
opening for Kadisha. Cyndi did say there was an opening in that age group and generously offered a discount
for this special need. The tuition, then, will be $450 per
month through this school year. So now the need is to
raise funding for the preschool fee. The Presbyterian
churches will be going back to their congregations for
more contributions for the asylum seekers, but I hope
there will be some members of UUMC who will be interested in making a commitment for a part of the preschool fee each month of this school year. Together we
may be able to offer an excellent preschool experience for
this child.

As has been publicized lately, husbands were being separated from their families when trying to come into the
US without authorization. This husband was taken to a
prison in Texas while the wife and two children were
kept in a large holding pen in the San Diego vicinity.
Fortunately, through a Russian connection in Orange
County, the wife and children were allowed to come to
OC because there was to be an apartment here for them
to stay. As it turned out the apartment was not ready to
be inhabited, so supporting families from St. Mark’s and
Trinity hosted the wife and children in their homes
throughout June and July. With the husband’s recent
release from detention, these church families helped furnish their small apartment at Culver and Michelson, and
helped enroll 6-year-old Mohammad at University Park
Elementary. One Trinity family has agreed to be the
sponsor for this young family and has filled out all the
paperwork to start the asylum process. They are now in a
waiting period to appear at a hearing on Sept 24 to set a
court date for asylum that may be months away.
This brings us to where UUMC may be able to help.
This family would love to have their bright, active 3-yearold girl, Kadisha, go to preschool. Since they have no
transportation, our Child’s World Preschool is within

Child’s World Preschool starts classes on Sept 6. If you
feel you can help support this cause, please email Linda
Wabler at wabler@cox.net or let our church office administrator, Marcel, know your intentions. Thank you
for your consideration.
-- Linda Wabler
Ansor and Milana, with 3-yearold Kadisha and 6-year-old Mohammed)
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Ministries that nurture a
sense of belonging to
God and to this faith

UUMC Health Ministry
The UUMC Health Care Ministry part-

the health care needs of our congrega-

Our congregation has 8 active nurses in

nered with the Hoag Hospital Program
in September 2014. Since then, they
have provided UUMC one Automated

tion screening for blood pressure, vision, HCM. This year, HCM updated all the
hearing, and giving pre-diabetic screen- first aid kits on the UUMC campus,
ing 1- 2 times a year. We also speak
reviewed the Active Shooter protocol,

External Defibrillator (AED) along with

with the congregation, answering per-

the monthly monetary coverage for 5
years of service. Hoag also provides access to free local and regional meetings
which have professional speakers, as well
as an annual Spirituality Conference.
We at UUMC provided free CPR &
AED training, free flu vaccine, and gave
an HCM Blood pressure cuff.

sonal questions regarding health care
needs and personal support.

and provided AED and CPR training.

A UUMC member recently donated an
AED which was installed in the education building. HCM also works closely
Annually, UUMC HCM provides flu
with Families Forward assisting with
immunizations for the congregation and
monthly information on topics such as
the community. Local colleges
housing needs, unemployment/
(Concordia and Saddleback) have prounderemployment issues, mental health
vided nursing students to assist in giving
awareness, and domestic violence.
the immunizations. We also host a TedHCM assisted with the Families Forward
We recently partnered with Family Sup- dy Bear Clinic in conjunction with the
Community Resources event held in the
port Network Developmental Screening annual Pre-school children’s craft fair in
sanctuary.
Program to provide a facility and nurses December. We allow the children to
for screening children 0-5 years who live pretend to give needle shots to Teddy
in Orange County. Family Support Net- Bears (which they love), take temperawork offers developmental screening,
tures, measure their height, place band-

On September 12 there is a fundraiser
at Stonefire Grill. On October 7 we
will have free flu vaccines after church
in Fellowship Hall. November 11 is a
dental, vision, fine motor and gross mo- ages and Band-Aids on their arms/legs,
health screening for the congregation
tor assessments by professional people. and check their ears and eyes. Then they and visitors. Hope to see you there!
get a Certificate of Health.
We have made progress in supporting
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UUMC Quilters Continue Their Mission
In 1995 several UUMC
women were
interested in
learning to
quilt and persuaded member Joan Littlefield to
teach them.
That was the
beginning of
a 23-year history of the
UUMC
Quilters. Always open to church members who enjoy quilting or would like to learn, the group continues to meet and offer fellowship and quilts to the
congregation and the community. The mission of
the organization has been to use quilt-making for the
benefit of others and to promote fellowship among
interested members. In 2006 the quilters joined the
Prayers and Squares ministry, a nondenominational
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interfaith organization that promotes prayer through
quilts. Requested quilts are made for those suffering
from medical, emotional, family or personal crisis
and are tied with prayers by members of the congregation. Many UUMC members have received these
quilts and have felt the love and support of the
church.
The Quilters also make baby quilts for new babies
in our congregation and for Child’s World PreSchool when welcoming new children into our
midst.
Supplies for the quilts are donated by quilters,
church members, interested friends and occasionally
outside manufacturers who provide overstocked fabric for philanthropic use.

Another endeavor is to provide quilts and other
smaller quilted items for the auction fundraising
event in the Fall. Finally, the group meets and provides a warm fellowship for anyone who would like
to join and help with the program. Meetings are
held on two Saturdays per month from 10 am-2 pm
in Fellowship Hall.

Adult Education Opportunities
Ready for A New Beginning and A Fresh Start? 4 New Midweek Adult Bible Education Classes will be offered in October.

THE ANATOMY OF PEACE
RESOLVING THE HEART OF CONFLICT
A book study led by Pastor Cathie and Doug Mason. This is a book that the Council of Bishops
and the Commission on the Way Forward have delved deeply into as a tool for navigating conflict and working on having a heart for peace and love for one another.
This is a 7-week class starting October 2 and ending the week before Thanksgiving. It meets on
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 pm to 9 pm and Wednesday mornings from 10:30 am to 12 pm in
the Education Building.

Lunch Bunch

DISCIPLE IV

Bring your lunch and discuss
The Life You’ve Always
Wanted by John Ortberg.
Starts in September. Held
Tuesdays at 11:45 in Educ.
Bldg Room B. Led by Cathy
Boragno and Mickey Chase.

32 week Bible study class.
Covers the Old Testament "Writings," but not
the Torah or the Prophets, plus the New Testament Gospel of John and

Best Music Appreciation
Class Ever!
History of church music
taught by music director John
Carpenter. 6 weeks. Starts
on October 4 , Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. Education
building Room A
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the Book of Revelation.
Taught by Cathy Boragno
and Mickey Chase. Meets
Tuesday, 9:30 am - 11:30
am in the Education
Building.

Our next meeting is scheduled for
September 25th at 7:00pm in the Education building Room D. We will
be discussing the book The Tea Girls
of HummingBird Lane with the author Lisa See by Skype. The Washington Post describes this book as: “A
lush tale infused with clear-eyed compassion, this novel will inspire reflection, discussion, and an overwhelming desire to drink rare Chinese tea.”

SISTERS BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Like to read books? Like to discuss
books? Like to eat dessert? Sisters
book group is for you!

Watch the bulletin for location, or

To meet that desire we will be serving

select three to six titles at a time.

Sisters’ next books to read:

rare Chinese tea from the very rural
email linda.dressler@cox.net to be
put on our email list. We read books area described in the book. Please
that are recommended to us and we join us for this unique experience.
We also have a monthly devotions
before the book discussion.

Well, it is if you are a woman. Sorry
Sisters was started in September
guys. But we do invite you periodi1994 by Rev. Cindy Williams and
cally for a book discussion we think
has met continually since then so we
you will enjoy.
are celebrating our 24th year. The
Sisters Book Group meets on the 4th books we read are available in the
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm at church library and are recognizable
the home of various members.
by the red dot on the call number.

October 23rd: Jade Dragon Mountain by Elsa Hart.

November 27th: Hillbilly Elegy by
J.D. Vance.

-- Linda Dressler

Ready for a new photo directory?!
It's time to get organized and update our
long-overdue photo directory. We're looking for two people to co-chair the photo
directory team in 2019. If you would like
to take on this short-term project, it would
be an incredible gift to us all! Please contact Marcel at marcel@uumcirvine.org
9

10

11

12

13

Ministries that send us out to
serve in Irvine, Orange County,
and to the ends of the earth

The Importance of Mission Trips @ UUMC
Throughout the world missions are taking place, changing lives forever and for the better. As
people serve in various places of the world they can learn a lot, not only about themselves but
also about how one person can truly make a difference in another person’s life.
Inspirational speaker, Steve Maraboli states, “You were not made for a mundane or mediocre
life.” This applies to going on mission trips and helping others around the world. Breaking out
of your comfort zone and being involved in a life changing experience will not only make a positive change in you, the missionary’s life, but in the people you are serving and in need as well.
Hearing stories of others and how their lives have been impacted gives a new outlook on life and
can inspire others to go out and make a difference too. All over the world there are opportunities to help others that are ‘field specific’ in which you are best. Even in your local communities
you have the opportunities to help those around you. Missions don’t always have to be served
worldwide. Serving in local communities can make a big impact in lives just like traveling can.
UUMC has always been known as a “Mission” Church because of it’s many outreach projects.
There have been work groups who have helped rebuild devastated areas throughout the U.S.,
South America and Japan.
UUMC supports the homeless through Families Forward with food, workers in the food and
gift pantry, back to school backpacks, Thanksgiving Food Drives and Christmas Adopt-A-Family.
Many UUMC members also volunteer at Families Forward on a weekly basis.
UUMC has been very generous in years past to these projects with food or cash donations .

Thank you all for your support and generosity.
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Ministries that send us out to
serve in Irvine, Orange County,
and to the ends of the earth

Rancho Monserate Mission Trip
July 22 – 25, 2018
In December 2017 a fire aided by strong winds moved rapidly through the Rancho Monserate Country Club
homes in north San Diego County. The fire completely destroyed 75 of the manufactured homes. Rancho Monserate is a senior community of approximately 250 homes. CalPac volunteers helped with the initial cleanup of some
of the lots. Through the efforts of the Long Term Recovery Group of which CalPac is a partner, several homeowners were identified as not having enough assets to completely repair the lot on which their new manufactured home
would be placed. A Mission Team from UUMC volunteered to help rebuild the walls that had been destroyed or
damaged on 3 different lots. Completely rebuilt were two slump stone walls 4 blocks high and 50 feet in length. Another wall that was damaged was repaired with concrete blocks and mortar. The team accomplished a lot in 3 days
of hard and hot work. The community residents were very friendly and welcomed us into their homes. One 91 yearold lady who had lost her home in the fire and everything she owned even offered to make lunch for several team
members. She had recently moved into her new home. Part of a mission trip is learning to be a good listener. When
asked about her experience in surviving the fire and the aftermath she was more than willing to talk to us. Part of
recovering from a traumatic experience is having the ability to talk about it and someone to listen.

The UUMC team was composed of Jack Lucas, Greg Rhoads, Barbara Doherty, Ted Watkins, Pat Angus, Alice Angus and Sue Harriss. Pat and Alice were able to join us for one day and made a big difference in completing one of
the wall projects. The team of Jack, Greg, Ted, Barbara and Sue stayed at the Fallbrook UMC. The church was very
accommodating and welcoming in providing an air-conditioned place for us to sleep and eat. CalPac brought in the
conference shower trailer for the use of volunteer teams working in the area.

A team of Greg Rhoads, Jack Lucas, and
Karl Ports (from a San Diego church) installed a metal handicap ramp to a new
manufactured home in Rancho Monse15

rate, a senior community.

Ministries that send us out to
serve in Irvine, Orange County,
and to the ends of the earth

El Nino (Mission Trip) Scholarship Program
Sharren Smith and Sue Harriss journeyed to El Nino, Mexico on Saturday, August 18 to participate
in the Irvine Presbyterian Church sponsored Fiesta and Backpack distribution day. Sponsored children received a new backpack and supplies to start the new school year.

Corazon Mission Trip Project
UUMC is joining with 4 other area churches to build a house
in one day in Tijuana, Mexico on Saturday, Oct. 13. Corazon’s “Build a House in a Day” program takes a group of 50
dedicated volunteers into the marginalized communities of
Tijuana and builds an eligible family a home, all in just one
day! Corazon gives well deserving families a solid, substantial 16X20 foot home to shelter
and protect their loved ones. Each church is also contributing to the cost of the trip. To
date, $1500 has been donated to this worthy cause.
If you want to be notified of upcoming mission trip opportunities, please email Sue at slharriss@cox.net

Hospitality
Is an essential part of creating a healthy Sunday morning atmosphere. It provides great
guest service to individuals seeking to satisfy
their taste buds. We need members to help
setup pastries, donuts, prepare coffee, juice,
etc. and clean up afterwards. For more info,
contact Janet Kempke at 949.786.4712 or
Jlkempke@gmail.com
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The Philippines Solidarity Mission Trip
From July 24- Aug. 13, I was in the Philippines as member of a Solidarity Mission Team from the conference Philippines Task Force. Our campus minister, Joy Prim, was a leader of the team and Carmen Wei,
the president of MOC, our campus ministry, was another member of the team. We can be grateful that half
of this terrific team is connected with UUMC! Three others were also there, including my sister.
The first part of the trip was spent learning about the current situation there. We heard about the numerous human rights violations being committed by the government, the military, and the
police. Part of the team witnessed first-hand
other disturbing government activities. They
went north to central Luzon, to the town of
Capas, to spend time with the indigenous
(Aete) people who farm and fish and live off
the land. They saw the military patrolling and
planning to force the Aete off their ancestral
land so that they can build a base there. US
Troops are assigned to the area and reportedly collude with the Philippine military, engaging in violent behavior against the Aete. US Troops went to the village looking to interview the team three times during their
visit with the Aete people, and the team was followed by soldiers when they departed.

I had a different first-hand experience. I went to a bakwit (an evacuation center) in Manila where I
met students from Lumad (indigenous) schools in Mindanao, the southernmost island of the Philippines
which has been under martial law for over a year. Joy and I visited one of the schools last year and this year
some of those same students have evacuated to Manila. Their school is now occupied by troops and they left
because they were not safe. Now they are far from their families, who are still not safe. The students are determined to continue their education nonetheless. For all of us, it was a reunion of very mixed emotions, glad to
see each other and sad for the reason why.
(cont’d on next page)
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The Philippines Solidarity Mission Trip - cont’d

The team also learned that there is a tremendous amount of justice work done by many,
many people. Many of the organizations are faith-based and others are not, but all are playing a
part in fighting against the oppression and abuses of the current Philippine government. All are
grateful that we are in solidarity with them. We look forward to growing our partnership and support of their work.
On August 8ththe rest of the team left. Three went to Hawaii to join others in learning
about the treatment of indigenous Hawaiians. One came home. One went to visit family. I stayed
on in Manila for five more days. Because I am a new deaconess I spent a lot of time with deaconesses, even staying in the home for retired deaconesses there and visiting Harris Memorial College, the historic school for deaconesses. I also met with the planning team for the disability conference, continuing and refining our plans to focus the objectives and broaden the target audience. I will be returning to be part of this conference next summer and will also participate with
the team in strengthening the partnership that has been developing with our California-Pacific
Annual Conference and the Philippines Central Conference.

I am grateful to God for calling me to this work, the opportunity to expand not only my
disability ministries but to grow my heart to care for new friends in the Philippines. I thank my
church family at UUMC for your support and your prayers!
If you want to know more, the team will hold a Report-back Event on Sunday, Oct. 14 at 11
am in Ed-D.

-- Sharon McCart
18

UUMC Finances July 2018
Your pledges and regular giving have remained strong as we transitioned to our new minister, Pastor Cathie
Capp, in July and our new Director of Children’s Ministries, Melissa Thach, in Aug. Thank you for that!
Income at the end of July was $357.5K while Expenses were $367.0K. This left us with a deficit of $9.5K. Also, we have not paid four months of Apportionments ($24.9K) leaving us with a total shortfall of $34.2K. This
shortfall is due to a combination of factors. In February we approved a budget that had $22K more expenses than
income with the faith that we would find a way to make up the shortfall during the year.
And, last year one of our facility users, the Presbyterian Korean Church, left creating a $30K drop in income.
We expected InStepp to replace this early in 2018, but this didn’t happen. The Trustees and our Church Administrator, Marcel, are working hard to find a solid replacement.
The current projection is that we will end up $44K short for the end of 2018CY. This can be fixed with additional contributions, new facilities users, or some other source of new income. We’re working hard on this and

we appreciate your help in overcoming this shortfall.
-- Kyle Vaught, Finance Chair
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18422 Culver Drive Irvine, California 92612

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 9-5
office@uumcirvine.org
949.786.8354

Staff Directory
Rev. Cathie Capp
Lead Pastor
pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org
Rev. Hong Yun “Brandon” Won
Dream Korean UMC Pastor
brandon@uumcirvine.org
Marcel Millot
Church Administrator
marcel@uumcirvine.org
John Carpenter
Director of Music
Melissa Thach
Children’s Ministry Director
melissa@uumcirvine.org
Tiffany Vantine
Director of Children’s Music
tiffany@uumcirvine.org
Jeff Moretti
Worship Media Coordinator
jeff@uumcirvine.org
Irma Ramirez
Finance Administrator
irma@uumcirvine.org
Sharon McCart
Deacon-in-Residence
Cyndi McCormick
Child’s World Preschool Director
Dr. Wan-Chin Chang
Accompanist
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Joyous Prim
MOC Campus Ministry

