WORSHIP in October/November
October 16

South District Mission Trip Report and More By Sharon McCart
Dale and I spent the first week of October in Taylor, Texas doing recovery work after flooding and tornados
damaged 280 homes there on Memorial Day 2015. We were part of the South District Mission Team,

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

which was 24 members strong! Four of our team spent three days repairing a home’s roof, including mold
abatement. Another four spent four days working at a sale of unneeded donations. This sale yielded funds
for supplies for home repair.

October 23
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

The rest of us (and those teams when available) worked on rebuilding Susan and James’ home. They had
lost their roof to a tornado and then the rest of the house had to be demolished due to water damage.
When we arrived on Monday, the foundation was in place but not level. The subfloor was about halfOctober 27 - Messy Church

finished. Before lunchtime, we had it leveled and the floor finished. By the end of the week, all walls were
framed except the upper section on one side of the loft. The loft was framed and floored. All four sides of
the bottom floor and one side of the upper floor was sheathed, as well as the roof of the single-story wing.

October 30
Luke 19:1-10

Two walls are 14 feet high. A third wall has a peak at 16 feet. To raise this house from its base was incredible!
James worked right beside us for the entire week. He had built the original house himself but was grateful
for the help this time around. Susan prepared lunch for us on our last day and it was a FEAST! I helped

November 6
Holy Communion

level the foundation, carried lumber and sheathing, handed nails, hammers and squares to people working
on the roof, delivered much needed water and sunscreen to everyone, drove the team to and from the
jobsite and to the nearest bathroom and took a lot of photos! Dale hammered and carried sheathing and

All Saints Remembrance

flooring, did whatever needed doing wherever it needed to be done.

Luke 20:27-38

We did all that to be the love of God in a practical way. This was my eighth mission trip and Dale’s fourth.

(Daylight Savings Time ends)

South District requires a $200 deposit from each team member but our actual costs are about $450 each.
We are grateful for the generous donation of $500 from the UUMC Mission Committee! I almost forgot to
tell you----our lodging was at Down Home Ranch, near Elgin. This is a working ranch that serves as home

November 13

for adults with Down Syndrome and other disabilities. It is 400 acres, with longhorn cattle (ask Dale what
happens when you get too close!), miniature horses, a pool and a fishing hole, vegetable gardens and

Multilingual Thanksgiving Service
With Nozomi & the Dream Church
with Noiseful Joy

greenhouses. If you want to know more, ask Sharon, who interviewed one of the staff members.
After our work, Dale and I drove to Houston to present the Robert M. Pitzer Award on behalf of DisAbility
Ministries Committee of The United Methodist Church. It was an honor to give this award to Naomi Mitchum, who has spent a lifetime in Christian Education and has copious amounts of knowledge about how to

John 6:25-35

teach people with disabilities about God, including how to welcome children with severe disabilities into

Followed by our Annual

Sunday School, how to help people with disabilities during an emergency and more. If you want to see the
video, go to http://www.chapelwood.org/resources/messages/video-archives/the-spirit-of-a-christian-

Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch

traditional/287/ The award presentation begins at 3:08. The sermon was pretty good if you want to keep
watching!

November 17 - Messy Thanksgiving

Thanks to everyone at UUMC for the love and support that has prepared us so well for serving. Without
you, we would not hear the call to go and do love.

November 20
1 Kings 17:1-16

November 27
Advent I
Stewardship is Heart Work
Pledge & Gift Commitments

Ministries that nurture a
sense of belonging to God
and to this faith community

Our campus ministry leadership are so excited to share good
news with our congregation about our first few weeks on campus
thus far this Fall.
We have made connections with around 350 UCI students
through our weekly MOC Talk Spirituality Discussion Group on
Thursday evenings at Eureka Burger, our Meditations on Campus group in Aldrich Park on Fridays, our presence at major
events on campus, a pizza party, and through our random acts of
kindness in which we distributed over 200 free cookies and donuts to unsuspecting students passing our way. We have also
served together by volunteering with Families Forward!

Our student leaders are doing an incredible job of including new
students in our ministry and creating a safe spiritual home for
everyone who joins our program. Last weekend we had a
wonderful retreat on the Balboa Peninsula!
If you would like to learn more about what we are doing and how
you can connect students you know with our ministry or support
our work please visit our MOC website (www.mocirvine.org).
Thank you for supporting us as we are building a movement of
young people in Irvine who want to explore their faith as they
shape their minds through learning and growth.
Andrew Ponder Williams, Director of Young People’s Ministries

Ministries that nurture a
sense of belonging to God
and to this faith community

Sisters Book Group will next meet on October 25th at 7:30pm at the home
of Carol Pukli (714-731-0258). Our book for discussion is A Man Called Ove
by Fredrik Backman. At our last meeting we selected our books through
February. Here’s what we’re reading:
November: Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf
December: No meeting. Enjoy the holidays!
January: The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. We would like to invite the
gentlemen of the church to join us for this one. It is a story of a French
woman who during WWII led downed allied airman to safety over the
mountains.
February: Orhan’s Inheritance by Aline Ohanesian
Quite a varied list. Hope you find something to your liking! See you at
Sisters!
-Linda Dressler

Ministries that educate,
equip, and inspire us as
passionate followers of
Jesus Christ
This year Heart to Heart is part of the Foster and Kinship program at Saddleback College. People can register through
the College or through UUMC. People in the Foster Care system can earn continuing education units.
This has proven to be a wonderful collaboration as we are seeing growth every session. This past Monday we welcomed four new preschool parents to our session! We were so happy to have nine people in attendance. The Irvine
Resource Center and Help Me Grow have both committed to promoting our program and we are grateful for their
support. We are so thrilled with both the growth we have seen and the growth we will see for this excellent program.
In November, Heart to Heart will meet on Nov 7. The topic is “Do You Have a Picky Eater?” On Nov. 21 the topic is
“Challenging Behaviors”. The program runs from 9:15 – 11:15 in Fellowship Hall. Childcare is provided in the nursery.
Both the program and childcare are free.
Contact Joan for more information about Heart to Heart!
joan@uumcirvine.org

Fall classes are all ongoing now. People can still plug into Lunch Bunch anytime. (11:30 Tuesday—bring your
lunch) Check with Cathy Boragno or Mickey for the name of the book they are currently reading. In the new
year will be offering Hymnology by John Carpenter and a new class on Christian denominations. What do

Methodists believe and how are we different from other Christian denominations? Days and times TBA but
start planning ahead.

Ministries that send us out to serve in
Irvine, Orange County, and to the ends
of the earth
Outreach Ministries Update by Carol Pukli

Thank You from Our Friends at UMCOR

Thank you, all who contributed to the summer food drive ,
AND to the Back-to-School Supplies program. We received
some food and almost $1,700 for food and school supplies. UUMC has always been so supportive of Families
Forward since it was started almost thirty years ago. For
those not familiar with Families Forward, it was started for
families with children who because of one reason or another, were finding themselves homeless. So an Irvine
group started up Irvine Temporary Housing to temporarily
house those families until , with counseling and other help,
were able to move on to their own homes. In other words,
a hand up, not a handout. Since then the homeless problem in the county has grown, and Families Forward has
helped many families with children, plus we have a food
pantry for the general public.

Dear Friends in Mission:

I will be collecting food for Families Forward Thanksgiving
food drive every Sunday during the month of October and
the first week of November. I will have food lists to pass
out to those who wish to participate. Also, again UUMC
will have a day for those persons who would like to sort
Thanksgiving food in Families Forward pantry. That date
will be November 11 from 2-4 pm. We need at least
twelve volunteers. Kelly Babcock and myself will be there
to help. Last year we had lots of fun, especially Bill
Brougher and Vil Calicdan who ‘'constructed” egg cartons ! Following the Thanksgiving season, we will move
right into the Christmas Adopt-a-Family program starting
in the last week of November. Last year, you adopted 22
families which included about 43 children. I’m looking forward to this busy time of year and all the rewards that we
see with over 1,000 families being served.

Thank You for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Through your gift, you are helping to
provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural
disaster disrupt life to such an extent that communities
are unable to recover on their own.
Your gift of $1,580.00 was received and 100 percent of
your contribution will go to supporting UMCOR’s response to disasters in the United States.
Through the compassion and solidarity of faithful friends
like you, UMCOR is able to provide comfort to those impacted by disasters like earthquakes and storms, food for
the hungry, and healthcare to those who otherwise would
have non. These are just a sampling of the good works
that gifts like yours make possible. Thank you for giving
so generously.
This gift brings hope to those who need it most.
Roland Fernandes and Emily Miller of the General Board

From Ruins to
Re-imagined…
Our New Patio
A New Patio Cover; New Pavers; A Beautiful
Coffee Bar Island…And so much more!
These are the things you will see detailed in our
architect’s conceptual plan for a welcoming and
fully functional outdoor coffee and hospitality area. Stop by the table on Sunday morning and
take a look. We welcome your comments and input.
Thus far nearly $72,000.00 has been raised! We
need your generous gift to bring this to reality.
If you can envision expanding the hospitality of
our coffee fellowship for our congregation, for the
Childs World Preschool parents, and for all of the
people who enjoy our campus for ministry and
fellowship all week long, then you will want to be
part of this project! Let’s take this opportunity to
create a space that shows how much we value fellowship and hospitality.
If you are ready right now to invest in our Future
Hospitality, you can give online now!
http://uumcirvine.org/about-us/patio-project

18422 Culver Drive Irvine, California 92612

We praise God for healing:
Maryann Gibson who is now cancer free!
Prayers for healing and wellness:
Will Dressler, Paul Bennett, Adrian Cowles, Doug Mason,
Ann Ownbey, Bob Davis, Joy Corkery’s Sister Anna
Our Prayers for All Who Grieve.
Prayers for our homebound members:
Paul Arthur, Paul Black, Bruce Burris, Dick Doyel, Thelma
Friedel, Carol Gauger, Diane Monjay, Betty Quilligan
Please pray for the fruitfulness of our church’s ministries.
Expressions of Gratitude
To Our Dear Friends,
We want you to know just how much we appreciated all
the cards, phone calls, prayers, beautiful quilt, flowers,
and visits that made our recoveries more pleasant. Bob
continues to slowly gain strength.
Sincerely, Thelma Davis

Prayers of Gratitude for Our Church and Its
Ministries
Dear God,
We thank you for this special place on the
corner.
May you empower and inspire us to always
work towards making it a brighter beacon of
your love for our community and our world.
We thank you for the children and youth that
are increasingly gracing our spaces with their
energy and joy.
As we continue to grow together embolden us
in our witness and strengthen us in our faith so
that we may be the vision you have for us.
With gratitude and hope we pray,
Amen.

Vision & Strategy Team Notes - August 11, 2016 by Brad Fowler

on Oct 14/15.

Vision & Strategy Notes from September 8, 2016

BELIEVE - Lois

General Items: Lois, Jane, Bonnie, Pastor Paige, Pastor Brandon, Brad and ADULT EDUCATION- Linda
Bob were present. Ray and Jin were unable to attend. Great having Bono Disciple III and The Lunch Bunch started Sept 13th. Mickey Chase &
nie back!
Cathy Boragno facilitators for both classes.
Hospitality Area: The campaign has begun and on the first Sunday, $7K
and some pledges were received.
Covenant Response: Vision & Strategy Team members shared input from
continued conversations with church members and church staff regarding
the covenant and Jim's Griffith's recommendations regarding church
health and growth. We rejoiced to realize that we have more than 50
covenants now in hand, and can commence reviewing potential coaches.
We have connected with one Orange-County based congregational coach
referred to us by DS Farley. Her resume and experience look promising,
especially in the areas of inclusive team-building and conflict resolution
within congregations. We’ll evaluate further with her at our September
22nd meeting.
Next Quarterly Conference: No date set. The Annual Charge Conference
will need to be set in November it appears.
Communications Strategy Update: Please see the attached summary of
the excellent progress being made.

o The Gospel of Mark with Pastor Paige starts Oct 2. Already 8-10 signups.
o Sign-ups for all classes through September
o More new classes later this year.
KID JAM - Joan
o Fall kick-off with Marionette/Puppet show Sept 11 with creator Franklin Haynes.
o Brunch for Preschool teachers September 6th (Featured John C’s spinach quiches);
o Tea for Preschool parents Sept 19th & 20th (Mitzi Holmes & Roxane
Fowler)
HEART TO HEART – Joan

Space Use Questions: V & S discussed the availability of campus space for
our growing church ministries, especially on Sunday mornings. It was
requested by a liaison that we review if the Oct 16 flu clinic can be held in
Room A or D as it is a better place to bring visitors than Stewart Hall. The
merit of avoiding Stewart Hall for visitors was recognized by all. Staff had
reviewed and found that we already have commitments for our faith
based programs that make this request, while important, difficult to accommodate. This was discussed and V&S supported Staff’s decisions
concerning our current faith based program priorities. A major concern
by all is the Korean Presbyterian Congregation’s less than stellar use of
our facilities, even though they have been approached to be more considerate. The difficulty is that they are contracted for room D and the
Sanctuary for $30k per year and we haven’t found a substitute for the
revenue yet. Growing the Church may provide opportunities and be
open to discussion for change as we move forward and include more
outreach programs. Pastor Paige offered to confer again with staff and
see if the Korean Presbyterian Congregation can use rooms B&C for
that Sunday rather than D. If not, other alternatives suggested include
doing flu shots on Saturday where congregants and community folks can
intermingle, working before and after the Korean Presbyterian congregation in room D or working with Pastor Brandon and using Williams Hall
with adequate signage.

o Starts Monday, September 12. Two-hour free program with free childcare. Saddleback Foster Care Program is now affiliated with the Heart to
Heart program.

REPORTS

BELIEVE SPEAKERS SERIES

Layleader: ReJoySing is looking to perform at the Irvine Shelter soon.
Belong: Bonnie Indicated that Family Ministry needs volunteers. They
will be organizing the Thanksgiving luncheon and another event. They
can also provide for follow up on members who begin missing Sundays,
although Andrew, Joan and Brandon are following up on their respective
folks.
Children's Ministry: (Glow) Andrew reports that there are 2 new members, and youth worship is planned for Sept 25.
College Ministry: (MOC) Andrew reports that they plan a college retreat

NOISEFUL JOY – Joan & Tiffany
o Kick-off Sunday Sept 11 with 6 children. Tiffany has a new logo. Pastor
Brandon will make the tee shirts. Three Field trips are tentatively
planned to get children comfortable singing outside the church.
o Christmas Program auditions Sept 25th
MESSY CHURCH – Joan & Pastor Paige
o Next one Sept 29. Three-month theme: “Celebrating the Community
of Irvine.” Cooks: Gary Abel (Sept.), Pastor Brandon (Oct.) and Preschool
teachers (Nov.)
STEPHEN MINISTRY – Barbara & Pastor Paige
o Information Luncheon Sept 11 at 11 am in the Fellowship Hall.
o Openings still available for interested persons.

o Would like to have a speaker or panel scheduled before the elections.
BeLove: Jane reports that Barbara DeGroot will be chairing Missions
temporarily through the end of the year.
Operations: No report.
Korean congregation: Pastor Brandon noted that his congregation is continuing to make Williams Hall more inviting. He has begun Communion
Sundays the first of each month. They are working on 2017 goals and
offered to have his congregants discuss acupuncture and chiropractic
care as part of our health ministry.

