Dear UUMC friends,

It is time to roll out the Advent purple - the season of Christmas anticipation is here again!
As always, the church calendar is full of special events - some that nurture the community that we have gathered here,
and many that are invitational for your friends and family members. In the warm glow of the Christmas season, consider friends who need a word of hope and peace. People will often respond to an invitation to one meaningful event in a
way that they may not respond to an invitation to join a church. Who will you invite?
The theme this year is "A Christmas that Works." I read online some of the seasonal jobs available for workers this year
and saw theological potential:
* Christmas Light Untangler

I am not making this up - it's a real job. On Nov 27, we are going to talk about untangling our lives - looking for the light
in the darkness.
* Seasonal Inbound Call Center Specialist
Someone has to take all of those orders for Omaha Steaks and Lands' End cardigans. On Dec 4, we are going to listen to
John the Baptist. The people have called for help, and help is on the other end of the line.
* Christmas Concierge
Having a Christmas Concierge to help you this year will give you more time as someone else buys and wraps your presents and plans your parties. Fabulous! On Dec 11, we again from Isaiah all of the ways in which the promised Messiah
will bind up a broken world. Thank heavens, as we certainly can't do all of this by ourselves.
* Temporary Seasonal Stock Assistant
I saw a great job description that tried to make this sound like a fun and glamorous gig, which we know that it is not.
When Gabriel speaks to Mary, we remember that we are called to very humble service. on Dec 18, the gospel will be
preached by Noiseful Joy in their Christmas presentation.
When I read these descriptions, I remember the seasonal work of my youth - mostly I sold cheese gift boxes at Swiss
Colony, but some years I wrapped presents at a retail store. All of it was exhausting and repetitive work, and my heart
goes out to all of the hourly workers who are backstage in the production of the Christmas Spirit. Blessings be upon
you!

No matter what you are doing, or where you are doing it, this year, let Christmas work on you, with you, and through
you.
Come and worship the newborn King.
Pastor Paige

Ministries that nurture a
sense of belonging to God
and to this faith community

Visiting Minami Sanriku (Oct 22-24, 2016)
George Kawamura

I had an opportunity to visit Minami-Sanriku, the town of the MIFA
program of which we are familiar. This last trip I made, Oct. 22-24,
is the sixth of trips that started in 2010, a year before the earthquake and tsunami disaster. During that first trip, Mike Scuitto was
a chaperon of a group of exchange students from UUMC. The town
WAS very beautiful. What a change by one Tsunami strike.
Since then I have been visiting the town every year combining it
with my annual visit to my relatives in the Tokyo area. In each trip,
I have not only met the town Mayor and MIFA official, but I have
also been seeing the progress of recovery and meeting many people there. There is a long way to go for recovery, but the people
there are working hard with hope for their future.
Every year since the disaster, UUMC has been sending donations to
Nishi-Sendai Church (Rev. Nakazawa) whose church is very much
devoted in continuously supporting the people of Minami-Sanriku
since the time of the Tunami.

Mr. Jin Sato, the Mayor of the town, and Rev. Nakazawa are sending their greetings to UUMC and their appreciation of the support
from UUMC.

Mark your calendars and save this date
Saturday, December 3, 8:45 – 11:30 am
Please join us for a fun Saturday morning
walking through the beautiful streets of Irvine.
We will be placing doorknob hangers with
invitations to Christmas activities at our church.
Doorknob hangers and maps will be provided.
Children are invited to participate. A light
lunch will be provided at 11-11:30am following
the walk.

Ministries that nurture a
sense of belonging to God
and to this faith community

Sisters Book Group: Please join us this Tuesday November 29 at
the home of Anne Teunis for our monthly book group. This month
we are reading Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf. If you would like
to read with us please contact Linda Dressler.

Youth Program News

We had a fun and meaningful evening at UUMC on Sunday November 13 when we hosted
United Methodist youth from across Orange County for games, cookies, and worship. Our
very own Pastor Paige shared a message and our UUMC youth read scriptures. Andrew Ponder Williams, the Director of Young People’s Ministries organizes these events as a part of his
special role as the District Youth Leader for Orange County. Our youth also really enjoyed
the Thanksgiving Dinner that same day. Enjoy the pictures below!

A County Christmas
Thursday December 22 at 5:30pm
Fireside Christmas Dinner and Christmas Carols
Special Treat: Live Nativity Animals!!
For more information contact Joan:
joan@uumcirvine.org

Ministries that educate,
equip, and inspire us as
passionate followers of
Jesus Christ
Joan Lundbohm our Director of Childrens Ministries has recently been voted in unanimously to serve on the Board of
the Irvine Child Development Center. Joan brings with her twenty five years of experience in the field of early child-

hood as well as her expertise in currently being a Director Mentor for the State of California. Joan is pleased to represent UUMC as a community member on the board.

Our Little Free Library is attracting so many people all
through the week. Many of them are bringing us
books and putting them in the library. It is so fun to
see the library full of great books. Have you used our
Little Free Library?

Prayers for healing and wellness:
Dick and Adrian Cowles, Frances Baity (Happy 95th B-Day!),
Doug Mason, Bob Davis, Will Dressler, Paul Bennett
Our Prayers for All Who Grieve:
Renata Mallman and her family at the death of her brother
Max Mallman, Lynda Everman and her family at the death
of her son Michael Powell, Ann Heflin and family at the
death of her mother, Sharren Smith and family at the death
of her brother-in-law Carl Smith, We mourn the loss of Bob
Davis with Thelma and her family
Prayers for our homebound members:
Join Us in Worship on Sunday December 18 for
Our Noiseful Joy Christmas Pageant.!!

Paul Arthur, Paul Black, Bruce Burris, Dick Doyel, Thelma
Friedel, Carol Gauger, Diane Monjay, Betty Quilligan

Ministries that send us out to serve in
Irvine, Orange County, and to the ends

Families Forward Holiday Drive-Adopt a
Family for Christmas by Carol Pukli
I want to thank all of you who contributed food and money
for the Thanksgiving Food Giveaway. You far exceeded
yourselves!!
Now onward into the Christmas season and our Adopt-aFamily program. As in the past, I will have wish lists from
28 families including one-four children to work with. Stop
by the Mission Table to sign up for your family.

University UMC Mission Team Trip
Weed, CA
April 2 – 8, 2017
Why Weed? In September, 2014 the Boles fire roared
through town destroying 136 homes, 2 churches, several commercial buildings, and part of the elementary
school.
Where is Weed, CA? Weed is located just off I-5 near the
border with Oregon. The work will be in a beautiful
natural setting with spectacular views of Mt. Shasta.
Type of Work. We will be doing construction on homes in
conjunction with Habitat for Humanity. We will also
need a cook /food manager. The food manager will be
critical in keeping the team fueled and ready to work.
Lodging will be at the Hi-Lo Motel. The motel has a 4bedroom house on the property that we are renting at
a discount plus motel rooms as needed. Hot showers
and nice beds!

Transportation. At this time we are looking to drive the
656 miles. It is about a 10 hr. trip. Ride-sharing will
help with the cost of gas.
Cost. In addition to the lodging costs and gas we will be
asking $100 for food.
Interested? Contact Sue Harriss at slharriss@cox.net or
949-551-8030.

Vision & Strategy Notes October 13, 2016 by Brad Fowler
General Items: Lois, Jane, Bonnie, Pastor Paige, Pastor Brandon, Brad,
Ray and Bob were present. Jin was unable to attend.

funding for our Dec 8 meeting. Please remind folks we do not have all
the gift funding we need for Joan for an entire 2017 fiscal year (only thru
September) so we’ll want to fill that revenue hole as well.

REPORTS
Hospitality Area: The campaign has raised about $21k so far. Continuing to work towards an additional $25k. Fundraising postcard reminders Lay Leader: Bob advised that the Disaster Preparedness committee met
went out this week.
and they are continuing to help us be prepared.
Charge Conference: Time set for 5-6:30pm on Sunday Nov. 6th. Rev.
Jon Waterson will preside. In addition to the required agenda, we’ll
review goals and objectives, present information on emerging ministries
and plan to introduce our congregational coach at the end of the
meeting. (We will not be introducing the 2017 budget or the lay leadership slate (committee assignments) at this meeting. 2016 Committee
folks are asked to continue their leadership through February’s quarterly
conference. )

Belong: Bonnie Indicated:
Health Ministry: Flu Clinic for the congregation and community this
Sunday, Oct. 16th
Family Ministry: Plans will begin for the All Church Thanksgiving on Nov.
13th.
Youth Ministry: There are (12) now and one came from the Scout troop
which Andrew stays in contact with. UUMC youth will host youth from
across OC for a worship service on Sun., Nov. 13th, 5pm
Oct. 22nd the youth will host United Methodist youth leaders from OC.
MOC - Methodists on Campus - Andrew has been so busy at UCI and
reports that he and others have connected with approx. 350 students
Next Quarterly Conference: Tentatively February 5th or 12th after church. with fun things like pizza, donuts, meditation. Seven (7) help at Families
Budget and lay leadership nominations and elections planned for this
Forward. 100 are on the weekly email list. Retreat on Balboa Island is
meeting.
this weekend and approx. ten (10) will attend
Congregational Coach: The objective of the first phase of the coaching
effort this year is to lay the foundation for growth by strengthening unity
within leadership and between leaders and the congregation and creating and nurturing a life giving church culture that encourages and sustains growth. The plan is to introduce the coach at the Sunday, Nov
6thevening Charge Conference. The Coach proposes to hold a congregational retreat for everyone on Saturday, November 12th. Brad to work
with the Coach on the invitation to the congregation.
Stewardship: The Stewardship team plans to begin work in November. The theme is Stewardship is Heart Work.
Irvine Central (Presbyterian) Church concerns: The tenant is causing
significant concerns for staff. Doors left open, sand removed from sandboxes, rooms left in disarray, parking against request during slurry seal
work, sound board completely reorganized, etc. They displace our Korean congregation from the sanctuary too. Despite repeated attempts to
gain compliance, it remains problematic. They provide $30k in annual
revenue though. Pastor Paige and Pastor Brandon will explore possibilities with Finance on options to see if we can perhaps get some revenue
from other sources to offset a revenue loss and terminate the
lease. This will be reviewed with the 2017 budget discussion.
2017 Budget: Finance provided a draft early budget for Liaisons to begin
work with their committees. Please get these out to the Committee
chairs asap and see if we can get beginning feedback on requests for

Believe: Lois reported that the classes fall have started off well. Linda
and Pastor Paige are working on a Comparative Denominational History
and Theology class for the spring. John will probably offer his popular
Hymnology class then too. We are still looking for Stephen Ministry
signups. Noiseful Joy has some new signups. Lois plans to organize a
door hanger distribution event, touting our December church activities
with the community, on Dec 3rd.

BeLove: Jane reports that Barbara DeGroot had very limited success with this weekend’s Crop Walk.
Operations: No report.
Korean congregation: Pastor Brandon noted that he has begun his early
morning prayer activity and he is working on a church introductory video.
Worship: No report.
Reviewed Calendar for conflicts/synergies.
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Three Easy Ways to Pledge for Our Stewardship Campaign
Fill out a pledge card! Today they can be found on the back table in the Sanctuary.
Go to www.uumcirvine.org/give to sign up for electronic giving through Vanco.
Go to www.uumcirvine.org/give to submit an online pledge form.

