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We are now in the 

holy season of Lent, a 

40-day period (not 

including Sundays 

because all Sundays 

are mini-Easters) of 

contemplation and 

preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  During Holy Week we 

witness and remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

where he faced ridicule, an unjust trial, torture, and brutal exe-

cution on the cross.  As painful as this journey is, our hope is 

found in the radical overturning of expectations when Jesus 

overcame death in the Resurrection, and we look forward to 

celebrating this on Easter.  Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow! 

Lent historically began as a period of fasting and preparation for 

baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by all 

Christians.  While we might associate penance with the Catho-

lic tradition, all Christians are called to confess their sins of 

heart, mind, and action, and to seek reconciliation with God.  

Take time this Lent to be intentional about reflection, prayer, 

and confession each and every day as you go to sleep (or whatev-

er time works best for you).  Consider using our Prayer Wall in 

the Sanctuary (see photo) as a means of offering your prayers 

before God and receiving grace in abundance and forgiveness.   

Do not be afraid.  You are a beloved 

child of God, created in God’s own 

image.   

Remember who and whose you are.  

Treasure yourself and everyone you 

meet.      

In Christ, Pastor Cathie    
           
  

 Please pray for healing and restoration for: Lara 
Ralston, Tammy Rice, Bob Gauger, Bob Bilan-
chone, Adrianne Cowles,  Barbara Albers, George 
Kawamura and Lois McKissick.  

Also, pray for those who are homebound or in 
convalescent care: Betty Quilligan, Muriel Damer-
on, and Jan Taylor. (Prayer requests may be sent to 
diane.masenten@gmail.com). 

Welcome to the Spring 2020 edition of the University United Methodist Church Newsletter. It is our hope that this 

newsletter will begin a process to better communicate some of the current and future activities occurring in our com-

munity at UUMC. If you have ideas for content that you feel should be shared with the members, please pass your 

ideas through the church office for possible inclusion with the next published newsletter in June.  We are hopeful 

that this will help to get the word out regarding the wonderful work that God is doing here at UUMC. Please provide 

your input for the Summer Edition newsletter to the church office by May 25th for consideration in the June 

month’s edition.  



 

 

Christmas Mini-Retreat 

Twenty-four of us had a wonderful time at Penny Bartholomew’s home.  She and Marge Ander-
son welcomed us with warmth and beautiful decorations.  The appetizers and desserts were 
outstanding that the ladies brought. The game of Left/Right with the White Elephant gifts was 
so much fun which we were able to play outside on the patio since the weather was so coopera-
tive. The other wonderful news is that the ladies and the congregation donated about 200 chil-
dren and teen books.  These books were given to CHOC Hospital, the Melinda Hoag Smith 
Family Center and Orangewood Children’s Center.  They were all extremely thankful.   

LADIES RETREAT - MAY 1-3  

Join us for a weekend retreat at The Aldersgate Retreat Center.  Aldersgate (https://
www.aldersgateretreat.org/) is a beautiful, historical home located in Pacific Palisades, a mile from 
the Pacific Ocean. The theme of this years’ event  will be, "Daughters of God".  The weekend re-
treat will be led by Rev. Dr. Faith Conklin, a retired United Methodist pastor and former San Die-
go District Superintendent. She has served churches in the Southern California area for over 44 
years. She currently serves as the “Distinguished Pastor In-Residence” at the Claremont School of 
Theology.  We will have an informational pot-luck lunch on March 28 at 11am in Fellowship Hall. 
The cost has been reduced from $247 per person to $199 which includes (2) nights and (5) meals.   
To sign up or for more information, see Abby Don or Bonnie Wright. 
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Thank you once again to the congregation for your support of Families Forward in 2019.  You helped 
provide Thanksgiving baskets to 813 families by giving food and assembling bas-
kets.  We adopted 22 families of the over 700 adopted by Families Forward at 
Christmas.  1,866 children were provided gifts for Christmas. 

Members of UUMC volunteered 1198 hours and contributed $56,183,49. 

Words of Gratitude from an "Adopted Family": 

I would like to say, “Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the gifts you 
provided for my son for Christmas.  He loves all of the items given, especially the 
scooter.  I appreciate you taking time to do something like this for someone.  My 
son was happy as happy could be Christmas morning.  Again, thank you for this 
blessing.” 

BIRTHDAY CARD MINISTRY 
 

Are you receiving your handcrafted birthday cards yet?  If not, let Karen Rhoads know 
your birthday (just month and day), and you’ll be added to our master list.  If you’re 
adding a child’s name include the year too,  please. 
 
Are you interested in joining our Birthday Card Ministry?  What’s that, you ask?  Every 
few months we gather together in the morning at Karen’s home to slice, stamp, cut, 
glue, emboss, and punch card stock to create feminine, masculine, and kiddie birthday 
cards.  We work in “division of labor” style and have fun working, laughing, and creat-
ing.  If you’d like to join us, please send your email to Karen Rhoads. 
 
kkrhoads@cox.net 

mailto:kkrhoads@cox.net


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M & M FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 

The M&M Fundraiser will be raising funds for two mission trips this year. The first mission trip 
(June 14 – 20, 2020) is a construction mission trip to Middletown, CA to help build homes for fami-
lies whose homes were destroyed by fires in Northern California. Our efforts will help support fami-
lies who do not have sufficient resources to rebuild. The funds we raise will go towards the needed 
construction materials.  

The second mission trip (October 25 – 31, 2020) will be to the UMCOR West Depot in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. The Depot coordinates the disaster response supplies for the Western United States for 
the Methodist Church. Volunteers are needed at the Depot to pack health kits, school kits, sew pon-
chos for the homeless, and other tasks at the Depot and surrounding community. We at UUMC plan 
on purchasing the supplies and assembling 100 health kits that the team will take to the Depot.  

So, how will this work? On Sunday, April 19 tubes of M&M’s will be passed out to the congregation. 

Everyone is welcomed to take a tube of candy as a thank you for past support of our mission teams. 

However, our hope is that a majority of the tubes will be returned on the two following Sunday’s with 

a cash or check donation. Checks should be made out to UUMC with Mission Team in the memo. 

Adult Education - Hebrews Bible Study 

Do you ever wonder how Jesus relates to the people and events of the Old Testament? The letter 

to the Hebrews explores this and shows the superiority of Jesus. This meets on Sunday evenings. 

We will also examine a mysterious figure named Melchizedek and the famous “Hall of Faith”. Sign 

up at the Friendship Table or contact Tom Poulin: tom.poulin@gmail.com or 949-743-4329. 

Ministries that send us out to 

serve in Irvine, Orange County, 

and to the ends of the earth  



 

 

  

Continuing with additional information following Frank Lyman’s class, we invite everyone to par-

ticipate in an important evening of conversation and questions (and food!) on Wed., March 18 at 

5:30pm in Fellowship Hall.   

Our primary guest speaker will be Rev. Denyse Barnes, who hails from England and has traveled 

around the world sharing God’s love.  She graduated from the Claremont School of Theology,  is 

appointed as the Associate Pastor at Hollywood UMC, serves on staff at the Cal-Pac Conference 

Office as the Inclusion Liaison,  and has a wealth of experience and information dealing with 

LGBTQ+ issues in the Conference.   

We will open in prayer and song, then Rev. Denyse and other guest panelist(s) will share their sto-

ries.  We will break bread together and share a meal, and attendees will be invited to write down 

questions and submit them anonymously, to be answered after we eat.   

This will be a safe space for everyone to hear stories, ask questions, and share concerns in love and 

with respect.   

Please sign up at the tables outside the Sanctuary on Sunday or call the church office at 949-786-
8354 so we will have enough food!   
 
Contact Pastor Cathie for any questions at pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org.   
.   

 

 

 

 

Conversations and Q&A – Wed. March 18 from 5:30 – 7:00pm 
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