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Dear UUMC Irvine Family & Friends! 

Where has the time gone?!  What a privilege it is to serve God 
in leadership within this congregation!  We are about to enter 
into a holy season together, the season of Lent, when many 
Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, 
repentance, moderation, and spiritual discipline.  Perhaps you 
participate in the practice of giving something up (coffee, choco-
late, swearing, etc.) as a means of living sacrificially as a spiritual 
discipline.  Giving up something that gets in our way of living 
fully for God is indeed a wonderful thing to do.   

Yet I have another idea.  Let us embark on a Lenten Season of 
taking on a spiritual discipline rather than (or in addition to) 

giving something up.   

 We will gather together for 
simple Soup Suppers each 
Wednesday at 6:30pm dur-
ing Lent for food and fel-
lowship (in Fellowship 
Hall).  Sign up with Linda 

Dressler (linda.dressler@cox.net to participate! 
We will host an Ash Wednesday Service in the Sanctuary on 

Wednesday March 6th at 7:00pm where 

we will receive the sign of the cross in 

ashes on our foreheads as a sign of sor-

row for our sinfulness and the purifica-

tion we receive through God’s abun-

dance and grace.  

Each subsequent Wednesday during Lent (3/13 through 4/17) 

we will gather for a 30-minute Contemplative Prayer Service 

immediately following the Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall.  

There will be prayer stations to foster our contemplation, and 

each week, participants will go home with a tangible reminder 

to be in prayer throughout the week.  (So exciting!)  

ALL ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE! 

Pastor Cathie Capp 

 

Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of the University United Methodist Church Newsletter. It is our hope that this newsletter 

will begin a process to better communicate some of the current and future activities occurring in our community at UUMC. If 

you have ideas for content that you feel should be shared with the members, please pass your ideas through the church office for 

possible inclusion with the next published newsletter in June. We are hopeful that this will help to get the word out regarding 

the wonderful work that God is doing here at UUMC. Please provide your input for the Summer Edition newsletter to the 

church office by May 23rd for consideration in the June  edition.  

A Message From Your Trustees 

In the past year the work of many volunteers made it possible for Trustees to complete many projects that were beyond our budg-
et for church maintenance.  This work saved UUMC many thousands of dollars.  The skills required for the work range from very 
basic to more experienced. To keep our facilities in good repair, much more remains to be done.  If you enjoy doing this kind of 
volunteer work, we suggest the following ways to lend a hand: 

Persian Picnic Parking Patrol- Sunday March 31 (Fun way to raise funds and to interact with and support our Persian neigh-
bors) 

Easter preparation- Saturday April 13 (Campus cleanup and work day)  
50th Anniversary and Open House preparation- Saturday June 1 (Campus cleanup and work day) 
Miscellaneous tasks. As the Trustees now have an increasing backlog of work that is beyond the current Trustee budget, we 

have projects for various skill levels.  Work is done at your own pace.  If interested, contact Trustees for more infomation. 

mailto:linda.dressler@cox.net
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 Please pray for healing and restoration for 
the following members: Bob Gauger, Paul 
Bennett, Phil Sarago, Charie Pinches, Sharon 
McCart, Bonnie Bennett, Trish Young, Susanne 
Mason , Ann Ownbey, Laura Reyes and Linda 
Dressler 

Please pray for those who are homebound or 
in convalescent care: Betty Quilligan, Luana 
Lanfranco, Muriel Dameron, Bob and Carol 
Gauger and Darleene Hoag. 

Disaster Planning and Response at UUMC 

We all know that a disaster can be either man-made, such as persons committing violence, or natural 

in nature, such as an earthquake. And a disaster can be local or area-wide.  

 

The good news is that your church has worked hard over the years to prepare policies and practices, 

and conduct inspections and training designed to minimize the chance of a disaster adversely affect-

ing our congregation, staff, preschool, and facilities; but if a disaster does occur, we are prepared to 

respond. 

 

Ready to respond to disasters at UUMC, we have a Disaster Preparedness 
Committee of which Sue Harriss, Greg and Karen Rhoads, Roxane Fowler 
and I are members. We are all graduates of the City’s Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) training. Sue is also involved at our confer-
ence level with disaster response programs, and we have an UMCOR equip-
ment trailer parked on our campus. In addition, we have our Trustees, a 
team of nurses from our Health Ministries who would provide a wide-range 
of medical services, our Mission Teams that have gone out to major disas-
ters to help rebuild facilities, and our Ushers. There are many at UUMC 
who have also taken the Early Response Team (ERT) training that provides 
a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. In addition, they 

are trained in various tasks that help to stabilize a damaged property and are part of the caring minis-
try of being a good listener who will help the survivor begin to heal. 
 

But a key part of the caring ministry following a disaster is the vital role that Clergy play in helping 

to provide care and comfort to those who have been traumatized through injuries, and loss of lives 

or property. Clergy help persons to recover from trauma through their faith-based and loving interac-

tion. 

 

We have Pastors Cathie and Brandon at UUMC. In order for them to be easily identified at a disas-

ter scene by our own responders, as well as those from City and County Agencies, our Disaster Pre-

paredness Committee has presented them with special “Clergy” vests. -- Bob Bilanchone 
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UUMC Quilters Continue Their Mission 

Quilters Start the New Year 

 

UUMC Quilters have gotten off to a great start for the new year.  We 
are currently making several quilts for the newborn babies expected at 
the pre-school and in the congregation in 2019.  Two prayer quilts 
were distributed in January and two more were scheduled for February.  
We continue to create prayer quilts for members facing challenges.  
These quilts include the ties signifying prayers from the congregation 
and have been welcomed by recipients.   

Mitzi Holmes is heading up our efforts to sew an amazing quilt to be 
raffled off for our UUMC auction in the fall.  This is a big project for the group and an important fund raiser for the 
church.  We will be working on it for the next several months.   

The quilters always welcome anyone wanting to participate in our mission and learn new quilting skills. 

 

 

 

Families Forward, our Signature Ministry Partner, exists to help families in need achieve and maintain self sufficiency through 
housing, food, counseling, education  and other support services. 

1 in 6 children in Orange County or 16.9% (120,188 kids) are living in poverty.  Poverty among OC children is 
increasing faster than in California overall.  In 2017/2018, 235,275 (49.1%) of Orange County students were eligi-
ble for the Free and Reduced Price Lunch program, which is oftentimes a strong indicator of poverty. 

There will be a Community Wide Food Drive March 8 and 9 to help stock the shelves of the food panty at Fami-
lies Forward. Volunteers will be at your local market collecting food. Alternatively, you may bring your donated 
items to UUMC through the month of March. 

UUMC hosted the Families Forward Community Resource Workshop on February 20.  It was well attended with 
speakers from Family Solutions Collaborative, Families Forward, Mercy House, Strong Families Strong Children, 
Share Our Selves, CHOC, OC Family Justice Center and OC One Stop Center.  Thank you to all the volunteers 
from UUMC who provided treats: Beth Smith, Linda Mirshafiee, Marge Anderson, Sue Watkins, Mitzi Holmes and 
Margaret Napper.  Another thank you to Dale McCart for audio/visual assistance and the staff of UUMC for their 
assistance with coordination. -- Debra Harkness 
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New Home Bible Study Group 

In January, the Home Bible Study Group had its inaugural session, studying the Gospel of 
Luke at the home of Tom and Natalie Poulin on Sunday evenings. Each week we study a 
chapter or two, focused around 10 or so discussion questions. The participation and fellow-
ship have been great among our group of 16. Our study will wrap up near the end of April, 
but we plan to start another book of the Bible in the fall. 

Pictured: (standing, left to right) John and Charie Pinches; Kay Lucas; Becky Hughes; Abby Don; Gary 

Hughes; Linda Wabler; Jack Lucas; Tom and Natalie Poulin; (seated, left to right) Joy Corkery; Adrian and 

Barbara De Groot; Bob Knight. 

Thank you, 

Tom Poulin 
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Knit Wits Making Preemie Hats for African Hospital 

A team of UUMC members will be traveling to the Maua 

Methodist Hospital in Kenya this July.   They will be deliver-

ing multiple requested items including soft preemie hats,  

hand knit or crocheted by members of Knit Wits.    

    Who would guess that the African Hospital would be cold, 
but the elevation is 5700 feet and chilly in the winter months 
of June and July.    If you are interested in helping the Pree-
mie Project, please contact Mitzi Holmes 949-854-0749 or 
email:  leemitzi@cox.net. 

Thank you, dear friends, for your prayers and support!   

Dear Church Family, 

 

I can’t begin to tell you how much your loving support has meant to Bill and me these 
past 16 months.  A short time after my cancer diagnosis I was presented with a beautiful 
prayer quilt.  It has been such a comfort through my surgeries and chemo treatments.  
When I was hurting and discouraged it has been a reminder of all of you who were 
praying for me.  All your many cards, flowers, gifts, food and visits were uplifting and 
carried me through a very tough time.  I truly believe prayer works.  I have felt the com-
fort and received a positive answer from our faithful God.  My CT Scan last month was 
clear.   

Love and Joy,   

Linda Brougher    
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Adult Education Opportunities 
The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce our current classes. 

 

Adults have been keeping busy learning with a variety of class opportunities.   

 The Lunch Bunch group is reading Who is this Man? by John Ortberg.  Members bring their own lunch 

and meet at 11:30 in the Education Building.  The discussion is led by Mickey Chase and Cathy Borag-

no. 

 

 Fifteen people are reading Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi by Amy-

Jill Levine.  She is a Rabbi and teaches New Testament and Jewish studies at Vanderbilt University.  

She explains how the original Jewish listeners might have heard these parables by Jesus.  For Christians 

it is a new way of looking at the parables which can be enlightening, but also challenging. She also nar-

rates the DVD. The class meets for six weeks on Mondays at both 10 am or 7pm  and is led by Linda 

Dressler. 

 

A study of the Gospel of Luke has been meeting Sunday evenings since January at the 

home of Tom and Natalie Poulin. They call themselves the Home Bible Study Group. 

The class is full with sixteen people. 

   

A new class is starting Tuesday April 23rd.  The six week class is titled “TO THE ENDS 

OF THE EARTH” –A Study of the Not So Familiar Portions of the Book of Acts. It 

will be offered on Tuesdays from April 23rd to May 28th at both 10 am and 6pm.  

Though the focus will be on the less familiar portions of Acts, they will all be understood in the context 

of the Christian faith emerging, quite literally, from the hidden shadows to a faith that was bold 

enough to challenge Rome. We will see how faith emboldened the reticent, challenged the norms of 

the day, overcame prejudice and fear and “spoke truth to power.”  

The class will be led by Frank Lyman, a retired United Methodist minister who lives in Laguna Niguel.  He 

preaches in area churches and serves on a very part time basis as an Apprenticeship Group Leader with 

master of Divinity students at Fuller Theological Seminary.  He is a graduate of Garret-Evangelical Sem-

inary and Western Michigan University.  Sign-ups for this class will start in March. 
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Be a part of our family album - Portrait Signup 

LifeTouch will be taking photographs for our new church directory in April and May.  When you 
make your appointment you will see available dates for photo shoots.  Each individual or family 
participating will receive a complimentary 8×10 photograph and a free church directory (available 
sometime in September).  You will have the opportunity to purchase additional photographs for 
yourself, family and friends.  Photographs will be available three to five weeks after they have been 
taken. 

We want everyone who is a part of our church family   
(members & regular attenders!) to be included in our    
new directory.  

 

How to schedule your Photography ses-
sion:  Go to the following online link  

• or schedule your appointment after church service, 
on the patio, starting March 10. 

•  
 https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-

plus.com/yp4x8vpg/    

HOSPITALITY OPPORTUNITY!! 
Disability Ministries Task Force is forming and YOU are invited to be part of it! What does a Disability Ministries Task 

Force do, I hear you asking? Here are some possibilities--- 

 -Make recommendations to church leadership regarding hospitality and accessibility so that people with disabilities can 

participate fully in worship, education, and fellowship. 

 -Find ways to better meet the needs of people with disabilities including, for example, transportation to and from church,  

large-print bulletins, etc. 

  -Provide usher/greeter training. 

And many other activities that will help to improve our hospitality!  

What we do exactly depends on you!  YOU BELONG ON THIS TASK FORCE if you have a disability, if you are related 

to someone with a disability, or if you have a desire to make church better for people with disabilities. Together we can 

make a difference! 

Contact Sharon McCart in person or by phone (949-233-7685) or e-mail at smccart@aol.com.  

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp4x8vpg/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp4x8vpg/
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Easter is about revival. At University United Methodist Church, we will bring you our distinctive 

blend of old-tyme religion and in-the-moment relevance. 

 

If you could use some honest REVIVAL, join us on Easter morning at 9:30 am.  

 

The children and the Easter Bunny will be chasing Easter Eggs and butterflies after the service; the 

choir will be ready to shake the rafters; Blue Flame Coffee will be brewing in our hospitality area; and 

the preacher will be on fire with the best message we have:  

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 
 

Be part of this revival movement and spread the word by sharing this event on social media. Get 
ready to be  "REVIVED!" this Easter! 

18422 Culver Dr 

Irvine, CA 92612 

April 21, 2019  

9:30 am Easter Sunday  
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EASTER IS ON APRIL 21!  

-We are now less than 2 months away from Easter! Can 

you believe it? This is our opportunity to invite someone 

to join us for our worship experiences! Every Sunday is 

great of course, but there is something special about 

Easter. 

In the Christian 

world, Easter is 

b i g g e r  t h a n 

Thanksg i v ing . 

It’s bigger than 

Christmas. It’s so 

big, that without 

the meaning of 

Easter, Christianity crumbles. Easter, that is the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Jesus is the heartbeat – the 

Super Bowl – of Christianity. And Easter is for every-

one, regardless of whether – or how much – one be-

lieves in any faith.  

Easter is an excellent opportunity to be more inten-

tional in inviting people to church to hear about Je-

sus. It’s an easy invite – because church is on most 

people’s radar.  

Easter is a time when our WHOLE church needs to 

step up and use this opportunity to make a difference 

in Jesus’ name.  

How can we make a difference this Easter? Here are 

two ways:  

1.PRAY – Pray that God will stir people’s hearts to 

come to one of our worship experiences this Easter. 

We are providing you with easy-to-use personal in-

vite cards to empower you when you invite your 

friends in Orange County. Pray that God will use 

those cards to spark spiritual interest in people’s 

hearts. Pray that the Spirit will do a mighty work 

Easter morning and many will trust Jesus as their 

Savior and Lord. Pray that God will stretch out His 

hand and do miraculous things while empowering 

us to be BOLD and invite others. 

2. INVITE – Be BOLD, my friends, and invite any and 

everybody to join us! I’m not talking about your friends 

who attend other churches (they need to stay and serve 

there), but the people all around who need a word of 

hope and the promise of new life. There is nothing like 

the power of a personal invitation to change a person’s 

life.  

I know, because that’s my story! That’s what happened 

to me! I want to challenge you to invite 3 people to join 

you this EASTER! We are praying and working hard to 

create a life-giving, Jesus centered experience in all our 

environments. More than likely you will leave our Easter 

service saying, “I wish so-and-so would have been here.” 

So, be BOLD by inviting them today! Let’s believe BIG, 

University United Methodist Church;  we are the Light 

of the World.  
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Middletown Mission Team 

May 5 – 11, 2019 

 

University UMC will be sending 13 volunteers to Middletown, CA to work on building homes. The 
area around Middletown was ravaged by a wildfire in the fall of 2015, destroying 1300 homes. The team 
will be working with the Hope City organization that is coordinating the recovery effort. The clients 
that will be helped were either not insured or under-insured. 

 

Kenya Mission Trip 

July 17 – August 6, 2019 

 

In July 2019, three members of our congregation (Pastor Cathie Capp, Greg Rhoads and Susan Harriss) 
will be joining a team from the Oregon/Idaho Conference in a mission journey to Kenya. Currently, 
fundraising efforts are underway to fund the various projects that will be worked on while in Kenya. 
Our hosts in Kenya will be the Maua Methodist Hospital and the Bio-Intensive Farm in Meru. The 
Maua Methodist Hospital has about 200 beds and provides medical care for hundreds of thousands of 
people in Central and Northern Kenya. Projects in and around the Maua Hospital include building an 
Aids Orphan home; supporting a medical clinic at a nearby village; and possibly a hospital related pro-
ject. The Bio-Intensive Farm is a demonstration and training farm sponsored by the Kenya Methodists 
that teaches farmers techniques and practices that enable a small plot to produce enough food for a 
family’s needs, and some to take to market. In Meru, we will  work with Bio-Intensive Farm and at 
schools providing funds and labor they could not otherwise afford. All of the funds that we raise will go 
towards the cost of supplies and on-site expenses for the projects.  

 

Ministries that send us out to 

serve in Irvine, Orange County, 

and to the ends of the earth  
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Black History Month  
 This past February we celebrated Black History Month by focusing on music from the African-American tradi-
tion, an art form that has influenced our nation and its culture.  Each week the music of the choir and some 
of the hymns, illustrated various styles, forms, composers, and arrangers of this uniquely American music. 

February 3 featured three unique songs.   

The opening hymn, Lift Every Voice and Sing, a poem by James Weldon Johnson, was performed for the first 
time by 500 school children in celebration of President Lincoln's Birthday on February 12, 1900 in Jackson-
ville, FL.  The poem was set to music by Johnson's brother, John Rosamond Johnson, and soon adopted by 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as its official song. Today “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” is one of the most cherished songs of the African American Civil Rights Movement 
and is often referred to as the Black National Anthem.  

Where Shall I Be? is a spiritual with accompaniment arranged by William Grant Still (1895 – 1978).  Still was 
an American composer of more than 150 works, including five symphonies and eight operas.  Often referred 
to as "the Dean" of African-American composers, Still is best-known for his first symphony, the “Afro-
American, which was until the 1950s the most widely performed symphony composed by an American.  

Still was the first African-American composer to:  

Have an opera produced by the New York City Opera 

  Conduct a major American symphony orchestra; 

Have a symphony (his 1st Symphony) performed by a leading orchestra; 

Have an opera performed by a major opera company; and, 

Have an opera performed on national television. 

Steal Away is a spiritual with piano accompaniment, arranged by Howard Helvey.  As with many spirituals it 
speaks about faith in God, and also contains a hidden message to slaves to run away on their own, or with 
help from the Underground Railroad.  Unlike many spirituals we know the name of the songwriter, Wallace 
Willis, a Choctaw freedman in the old Indian Territory, sometime in 1862. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orchestra
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Black History Month  
 February 10th’s service featured music of pioneers in the field of spirituals and gospel music. 

The opening hymn, “I Will Trust in the Lord,” is an African-American spiritual arranged by William F. 
Smith.  Since the Spiritual tradition is to sing without accompaniment, the congregation sang the last two vers-
es a cappella.  

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” is the most famous composition of Thomas A. Dorsey 
(1899 – 1993).  Known as the ‘father of black gospel music,’ this style of accompanied music 
was sometimes known as ‘dorseys.’  It combines elements of traditional Christian praise 
(hymns) with the rhythms of blues and jazz, and has influenced artists from Mahalia Jackson, 
to Elvis Presley, from Aretha Franklin and B. B. King to Johnny Cash and Tennessee Ernie 
Ford.  It was a favorite of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and was sung at his funeral by Mahalia 
Jackson. 

 

 Jester Hairston (1901 – 2000) lived a full and varied life.  He was a composer, songwriter, arrang-
er, singer, actor, choral conductor, and American Goodwill Ambassador.  His most famous works 
include “Amen”, featured in the movie Lilies of the Field (in which he dubbed singing for Sidney 
Poitier), “Mary’s Boy Child”, composed in 1956, and today’s arrangement of “Elijah Rock.”  He 
traveled all over the world teaching and performing the folk music of the slaves.  In the 1960s he 
held choral festivals with public high school choirs, introducing them to Negro Spiritual music 

and sometimes leading several hundred students in community performances. His banter about the history of 
the songs along with his engaging personality and sense of humor left an enduring and endearing impression 
with all with whom he came in contact. 

 

 William L. Dawson (1899 – 1990) was an African-American composer, choral director, arranger, 
and music professor of classic importance.  While at Tuskegee Institute from 1931 – 1956, he de-
veloped the Tuskegee Institute Choir into an internationally renowned ensemble.  In addition to 
arranging choral music, Dawson composed both chamber and large scale works.  His Negro Folk 
Symphony in 1934 was premiered by Leopold Stokowski and the Philadelphia Orchestra.  Daw-
son's arrangements of traditional African-American spirituals are widely published in the United 

States and are regularly performed by school, college and community choral programs.  “Soon Ah Will Be 
Done” is an example of his rich textures and lush sonorities, exhibiting his remarkable insight into vocal po-
tentials. 
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Black History Month  
 The focus of February 17 centered on a legitimate giant in the Gospel music world, Andraé 

Crouch (1942 – 2015).  As a songwriter, arranger, record producer, and pastor Crouch became 
known as the “father of modern Gospel music.”  At the age of 14 (1956), he wrote his first song 
“My Tribute”.  It remains one of his most popular and enduring works, along with “The Blood 
Will Never Lose Its Power” and “Soon and Very Soon”.  During his career he was nominated for 
an Academy Award for music composed for The Color Purple, received seven (7) Grammy Awards, 
four (4) GMA Dove Awards, as well as awards from ASCAP, Billboard Magazine, and NAACP.  
In 2004 he became the only living, and just the third in history, Gospel musician to have a star 

on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

A key figure in the early ‘Jesus music’ of the 1960 and 1970s, he was instrumental in bringing contemporary 
Christian music into the church.  He also helped bridge the gap between black and white Christian music, 
and revolutionized the sound of urban Gospel music by incorporating contemporary secular music styles.  A 
staple in churches and hymnals around the world, his music remains as fresh and deeply moving today as 
when it was originally written. 

The opening hymn on February 27, “I’m Goin’ Sing When the Spirit Says Sing” is also known as “Move 
When the Spirit Says Move.”  As with most spirituals authorship is unknown.  Additionally, regional differ-
ences might include a different ending than “…and obey the Spirit of the Lord.”  One example is "When the 
Spirit says move, you gotta move, Lord / You gotta move when the Spirit says move.”  This flexibility in spirit-
uals enables changes of this type to be made without losing the impact of the message. 

 

Our final week celebrating Black History Month featured the music of author, composer, 
conductor, and arranger André J. Thomas (1952 - ).  Dr. Thomas currently serves as Direc-
tor of Choral Activities, Professor of Choral Education, as well as Owen F. Sellers Professor 
of Music at Florida State University where he has taught since 1984.  He also conducts the 
Tallahassee Community Chorus and is a frequent international guest conductor.  His more 
than 30 publications with seven publishing houses frequently address the struggle of becom-

ing a black “classical” composer, as well as the challenge of performing ethnic music (spirituals and gospels) 
with integrity.  The choir sang two of his works, “Let Everything”, based on Psalm 150, and “If You’re Hap-
py / Amen”, a playful mix of a children’s song with the iconic “Amen” popularized by Jester Hairston.  These 
demonstrated both his idiomatic piano accompaniment and a joyful, playful spirit while praising God through 
music. 
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 I am spiritual, But Not Religious ... 

 

Have you ever heard this before? I have, many times. Some-
times it was from family members who could not under-
stand my need to attend church. 
 
Attendance to church is seen as an obligation by many. 
One more obligation on top of an already impacted life. I 
have been there! I have worked my entire adult life, raised 
3 now adult children, and am now a Nana to 3 grandchil-
dren. 
 
Attending church, I am sorry to say, was also an obligation 
to me and not a priority for several years. During those 
years I also considered myself “Spiritual, but not Reli-
gious”. However, deep inside I knew better. 
 
So, why the reluctance to attend church?  Some comments 
that I have heard are: Churches are always asking for mon-
ey; church is just a crutch for people; and the number one 
comment that I heard was, “people ” at church are not 
friendly, sincere, etc. 
 
Yet, have you ever heard the saying that there are no athe-
ists in a fox hole? I am sure that many of you have heard of 
this saying. I looked it up, just to make sure that I under-
stood its meaning fully, and here are a few explanations of 
it. It originated during WW1. 

 
The writer further said, “Tell the Territorials and sol-
diers at home that they must know God before they 
come to the front if they would face what lies before 
them. We have no atheists in the trenches. Men are not 
ashamed to say that, though they never prayed before, 
they pray now with all their hearts. 
 
“Under circumstances of distress, indeed, prayer is 
adopted with comparatively little reluctance; the mind, 
which knows not where to fly, flies to God. In agony, 
nature is no Atheist. 

 

 

“I am spiritual, but not religious”, is a saying that flies by 
the wayside when tragedy strikes. At those times, we have 
to reach deep within ourselves to get answers.  We need to 
know the “whys” of what happened, and why to us? What 
we want in that moment are answers that require introspec-
tion, faith, patience and often much, much time to process. 
 
I am personally secure in my love of God and I am now 
blessed by being a part of a community of faith. Yet, my 
personal foundation was rocked to the core recently when 
our family suffered the devastating loss of a young mother 
by suicide, then 2 months later by another member of the 
family being involved in a serious auto accident where 
there were extensive injuries, but one that could have been 
much worse. 
 
During this painful timeI can tell you that prayers from 
friends, my church, my work family (you) and others pro-
foundly comforted me. I knew that we were held in prayer 
to God with compassion. This provided a sacred time for 
healing and a deep heartfelt respect for life and for one an-
other. 
 
For those of us who had to deal with the mechanics of ar-
ranging a funeral and dealing with the tragedy of 3 mother-
less young children, a grounded faith in God provided us 
the assurance that our loved one was safely in God's hands. 
 
So, why is church, more specifically attendance to church, 
important? Well, for me the “church” is you, me, and eve-
ryone who is here and present or connected to it (supports 
its mission) Yes, going to church and supporting it with 
your presence and resources takes time, commitment and 
discipline. 
 
Yes, you will meet people who you may not like or approve 
of, and who may not like or approve of you! What a 
thought! But remember, they do not know you either. ? 
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However, if  you come to church for the right reason, 
which is to have fellowship with God, you will learn to be 
patient with one another;  you will receive kindness, 
friendship, knowledge, and so much more. Personally for 
me, being a member of a community of faith has not on-
ly centered me but completely redefined my life. 
 
The word “church” has become a no no. You can invite 
someone to dinner, the movies, a dance, etc., but invite 
them to church? Oh, no, most of us are much too cool to 
do that! 
 
Yet, when God leads you to your church home you are 
home! Truly home! Then attending church, participating 
and sharing your resources just comes naturally. 
 
I emphasize, when God leads you to a church home, 
because it takes effort from you to find a church home. 
You have to show up.  And you have to give the congre-
gation a chance to get to know you, and yourself a 
chance to get to know the church and congregation. 
 
A note to unchurched friends: when the priest or pastor 
is requesting funds for something on the day that you 
have chosen to visit, it does not mean that he/she does 
this every weekend. It also does not mean that if you 
choose not to participate or cannot participate for what-
ever reason, that you would be ostracized. The pulpit is 
the main place from where church leaders reach congre-
gations. Many in attendance that day will already have 
much of the background for the specific request being 

made. The request is mostly made as a reminder of the 
need. 
 
Come and worship! God will reach you when you are 
ready to accept Him. He may have sent you many hints 
throughout your life. The message will reach you at the 
right time and at the right place. All you have to do is be 
open then when that “nudge” happens, you will know it 
profoundly in your heart. He found me at the funeral 
service of a dear friend. 
 
In the meantime, if your sincere wish is to find a commu-
nity of faith that will walk with you through the paths of 
life, perhaps you can rethink the saying, “I am spiritual, 
but not religious”, and maybe accept an invitation to 
church? 
 
Oh, one more thing. Have you ever noticed that 
“church” is there when you need it? Even after your years 
of absence? It is there when you need it because of the 
love, support, and hard work from the people who have 
cherished and kept it for you. For you and for anyone 
who needs it, always. 
 
In Christ, Irma Ramirez 

I am spiritual, But Not Religious  

(continued from page 17) 
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UUMC Finances – Feb 2019 

Kyle Vaught, Finance Chair  

Due to your super support at the end of 2018 we were able to pay all the bills. In fact, the total income exceed-
ed the budget allowing us to pay Apportionments at 10% of income, $4.6K more than budgeted.  This was 75% 
of Apportionments allocated by the Conference. 

The 1st Quarterly Conference on Feb.17 approved the 2019 Budget.  It is only $11K short.  This is better than 
it has been in the last several years.  And a new facility user was just signed which should close the shortfall.  The 
mood in the church is very positive and is reflected in the steady improvement in the financial picture. 

                    -- Kyle Vaught, Finance Chair 

 

January started well. Pledges and regular giving was $33.3K, about $800 above budget.  However, expenses ex-
ceeded income by about $5K without paying Apportionments.  So, this payment was held up for now.   
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18422 Culver Drive    Irvine, California 92612  

Church Office Hours 

Monday 9-2pm 

Tuesday – Thursday 9-5pm 

office@uumcirvine.org 

949.786.8354 

 

Rev. Cathie Capp 

Lead Pastor 

pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org 

 

Rev. Hong Yun “Brandon” Won 

Dream Korean UMC Pastor 

brandon@uumcirvine.org 

 
Marcel Millot 

Church Administrator 

marcel@uumcirvine.org 

 
John Carpenter 

Director of Music 

 

Melissa Thach 

Children’s Ministry Director 

melissa@uumcirvine.org 

 

Tiffany Vantine 

Director of Children’s Music 

tiffany@uumcirvine.org 

 
Jeff Moretti 

Worship Media Coordinator 

jeff@uumcirvine.org 

 
Irma Ramirez 

Finance Administrator 

irma@uumcirvine.org 

 

Sharon McCart 

Deacon-in-Residence 

 

Cyndi McCormick 

Child’s World Preschool Director 

 

Dr. Wan-Chin Chang 

Accompanist 

 

Joyous Prim 

MOC Campus Ministry 
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