
 



UUMC -   A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place  

The local church should be your mountaintop experience. 
I am fully convinced of this. It's why I went into the minis-
try in the first place.  

After many years of running Sierra Service Project, I real-
ized that we had a basic concept backwards. Teams of 
youth and adults headed to the reservations looking for 
that mountaintop spiritual moment of inspiration (and 
perspiration). From our volunteers I heard a lot of stories 
about local churches - many busted up by conflict, others 
aging, many just sleepy. As I listened, God opened the 
eyes of my heart, nudging me with the message that SSP 
is not the mountaintop - SSP is in the part of the story 
where we go down the mountain to serve with the glory 
of God reflected in our faces. Realizing this, I was called 
into local church ministry to help you live in the sacred 
Holy Spirit energy of the mountaintop every day of your 
life.  

At the transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36), scripture says that 
though the disciples on the mountaintop with Jesus were 
weighed down with sleep - because they stayed wide 
awake, they saw his glory!  

My vision for us is that we also stay Wide Awake so that 
we do not miss a thing that God is doing. My vision for us 
is that we stay Wide Awake so that the neighbors we in-
vite see our radiance before they notice our hair color. My 
vision for us is that we stay Wide Awake so that like our 
Methodist ancestors of the Second Great Awakening, we 
are moved to enter more fully into the heart of our beau-
tiful but unsettled world.  

Each Sunday in Lent, I'll invite you into this Wide-Awake 
Spiritual Place. The messages will cast a vision, and they'll 
also provide some concrete ways for you implement that 
vision in your personal life and in the life of our church 
community.  

Won't you stay awake with me?  

Rev. Paige Eaves 

 

March 5 - Lent 1, Holy Communion                                                          
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Bible-Based                                   
The Sower & the Seed                                                                  
Luke 8:4-15                                                                                                 
The gospel is the best thing you have going for you. Spread 
the word.  

March 12 - Lent 2                                                                                       
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Communally Missional 
The Good Samaritan                                                                                           
Luke 10:25-42                                                                                           
You reflect His radiance.  Go down the mountain.  

March 19 - Lent 3                                                                                        
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Grace-Saturated                              
Lost Sheep, Coin, Son                                                                           
Luke 15:1-32                                                                                       
God's grace is there for you every day.                                             
Cultivate grace for each other. 

March 26 - Lent 4                                                                                     
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Kingdom-Oriented                             
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus                                                
Luke 16:19-31 and 17:20-21                                                                
Everyone flourishes in the kingdom.                                                   
Find your place at the table.  

April 2 - Lent 5, Holy Communion                                                          
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Spirit-Powered                                     
Acts 1:6-11                                                                                             
You don't have to do it all by yourself.  

April 9 - Palm Sunday                                                                                 
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Christ-Centered                                    
Luke 19:29-48                                                                                                
If you go with Jesus, everywhere is heaven.                                        
Even when it gets hard.  

April 16 - Easter                                                                                               
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Ever-Resurrecting                        
Luke 24: 1-12                                                                                         
God is a living God who invites transformation! 

April 23 - Easter 2                                                                             
Guest Preacher: Andrew Ponder Williams                                               
A Wide-Awake Spiritual Place is Moment-Aware 



Ministries that nurture a sense of belonging to God and to this faith community  

Sisters Book Group by Linda Dressler 

The next book for discussion is Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George.   

“The Little Paris Bookshop” is a fictional novel written by Nina George. The novel focuses on the story of 

Jean Perdu, a man who had allowed his life to end with the death of his true love, Manon. After finally reading 

a letter Manon had left him 21 years prior, Jean decided he had to leave his life of loneliness and reconnect 

once again with his lost love. Along the way, Jean connected with others in search of the same thing: love 

and completeness. On their journey, Jean and his newfound family connect and come to realize the freedom 

that comes with facing one's past and learning to feel again.     -from www.bookrags.com 

We’ll be meeting March 28 at 7:30 pm at the home of Joy Corkery.  All women of the church are welcome.  

The book discussion will be followed by dessert and fellowship.  Please join us! 

Our UUMC Health Ministries Team  is hosting an informational event  for 
our congregation and community about how to prevent  drug abuse 
 
Youth in Irvine and across the country are faced with both street drug use 
and prescription drug abuse 
 
One of the best ways to protect our youth is to educate ourselves. 
 
The presentation will be by Della Lisi Kerr of the Orange County Health 

Care Agency and Officer Justin Ortega of the Irvine Police Department. 

This is a great event to invite those you know in the community to who 

may benefit from an understanding of how to stop drug abuse in our 

community.   

Directional Signs 

Please enjoy the new directional signs 

around campus.  Our hope is that     

making our campus easier to navigate 

will help our community feel welcome  

at UUMC!    



Young People’s Ministries News by Andrew 

We have been very blessed during this start of 2017.  Our campus ministry 

has welcomed six new members in the past three weeks.  Our group is 

inspiringly unusual amongst United Methodist campus ministries.  Only 

two of our group members grew up in Methodist faith communities.  All 

of our other students are new to our United Methodist tradition.  They 

appreciate our United Methodist foundations of using our heads and our 

hearts as we work to understand how we can share God’s love in the 

world.   

Please enjoy these photos  from our weekly MOC Talk group that meets 

every Thursday night at Eurkea Burger in Irvine at 6:00pm and from our 

quarterly beach retreats.  Both our youth and college ministries have a lot 

planned for this Spring!!  To see our calendar of events for please visit 

www.uumcirvine.org/youngpeople.  Our clever college students also have 

created a website just of MOC.  Our calendar for MOC is found at 

www.mocirvine.org.   

Ministries that nurture a sense of belonging to God and to this faith community  



Ministries that educate, equip, and inspire us as passionate followers of Jesus Christ   

New Adult Education Opportunities by Linda Dressler, Adult Education Chair 

Lenten Dinners and Denominations Class 

Lent is the time when we prepare our hearts and minds to welcome the celebration of Easter.  The very nature of 

Lent is anticipation and preparation.  So how will you prepare yourself this year? Instead of giving up something for 

Lent, how about giving yourself the gift of group study on Wednesday evenings with Adam Hamilton!  We will be us-

ing Hamilton’s DVD called CREED.  We will consider the beliefs expressed in the Apostles’ Creed  and begin a conver-

sation about what Christians believe, why they believe it, and why it matters.  The evening begins at 6pm with a sim-

ple supper of soup and bread and fellowship.  The study will begin at 6:30pm. 

Tying in with this study is a new class starting called “What Major Christian Denominations Believe”.  Many of you 

took the World Religions class 2 years ago and have some understanding of the major world religions.  But some of 

you have asked about the differences between Methodists and say Lutherans or Baptists.  We all say we are Christian, 

but how are we different?  On April 20, the Thursday after Easter, we will begin a 6 week study at 4pm in Education 

Room D.  Pastor Paige will kick off this course with a quick overview of Methodism so we know something about our-

selves!  Then, clergy  from  other churches will come to tell us about their denominations.  I hope  you will enjoy this 

class and find it enlightening.   

Hero Central Vacation Bible School, June 19-23 

It is time to register for Hero Central – VBS on June 19 – 23.  You can register online 

or in the Church office Monday – Thursday during 9 – 5 office hours.  This is a fun 

super hero theme: “Do good!  Seek peace and go after it!” Psalm 34:14.  God’s He-

roes have heart, courage, wisdom, power and hope. VBS is for kids 3 years and potty 

trained to fifth grade.  

WOW Sunday, Sunday March 5 

The Child Creativity Lab is returning due to popular demand on March 5th 

to Kid Jam at 9:30am for the Floating Boat Challenge-children are asked 

to work together to design and create a floating boat out of reclaimed 

and reusable materials that can functionally float in water for at least ten 

seconds while holding the weight of 25 pennies.  Community fun! 



Children’s Ministry News from Joan Lundbohm 

Introducing MUMS, Launches Thursday March 23 

MUMS is a new group formed just for mothers: Methodists United in Mother-

hood. The group is open to all mothers of young children. We launch on March 

23, 9 – 10:30am.  Our first speaker is from Western Youth Services and will be 

speaking on Parenting: Using Rewards and Consequences. You will meet other 

mothers and sit at a table with a Mentor Mom.  

You will enjoy a hot breakfast and hear a great speaker who will focus on topics of interest to moms. There will also 

be time for  reflection and discussion at your table. Your 0 – 5 year old will be cared for by our excellent childcare 

staff. MUMS will be in Room D of the Education building and Childcare will be in Room C.  

Messy Church: Communion From Scratch 

We had a very special Messy Church in February. Messy Church is always fun but last week we all felt the presence of 

the Holy Spirit present in our Messy Church community. The theme was Communion and the children used air dry 

clay to make communion cups. They decorated fabric squares to be used as altar cloths, and they made the bread to 

be used for Communion…saving some for dessert with cinnamon and sugar butter! Thanks to Kelly and John Elsenhei-

mer, the kids were even able to build a wooden table to be used for communion. (Kelly is our Nursery Coordinator, 

Messy Church teacher, and Child's World Preschool teacher.)  Once John did the prep work, Eric Jensen then stepped 

in to work the evening and to make it all happen.   The kids had such a great time. One of our volunteers said 

“Building this table is the best Messy Church activity ever!  

Pastor Brandon provided pizza for dinner and then Pastor Paige presented a beautiful Bible lesson. The Messy Band 

has been playing for many months now and they were awesome last Thursday. The table the children made was set 

out with the altar cloths they decorated set on the table and everyone came and received communion while the band 

played and my husband sang. That was so emotional for me to hear him singing while I was receiving Communion 

and then noticed there were other teary eyes in the room. People were filled with the joy of the Lord and the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  I was the beneficiary of the many hugs and kind words but it is all by God’s grace.  

I often say to Pastor Paige that I judge the success of the ministry I am involved in by how much attention the Devil is 

paying to me. While I was prepping for Messy Church I cut my finger pretty bad (although you should know that any 

drop of blood counts as pretty bad), but thanks to Pastor Paige’s excellent first aid I was able to carry on knowing that 

the Holy Spirit for sure would be in the house that night. I am so blessed to be in ministry here at UUMC with so many 

awesome people. I am also so grateful for the amazing Messy Church we had last Thursday. Our next one is March 30 

from 5:30 – 7:30pm. Join us as a participant or a volunteer. You will be blessed. 

Ministries that educate, equip, and inspire us as passionate followers of Jesus Christ   



Prayers for Healing and Wellness:                                           
Bonnie Bennett                                                                               
Paul Bennett                                                                                   
Mike Sciutto                                                                                      
Hiroe Statham                                                                                    
Lois McKissick                                                                                        
Carrie Robison                                                                      
Jeannene Craft                                                                            
Barbara Albers                                                                                 
Steven Don                                                                                                                   
Shawn Stubbs  

Our Prayers for All Who Grieve:                                                
Doug, Susanne, and Paul Mason at the death of 
Paul's wife Elaine 

George Kawamura at the death of his sister 

Margie Wakeham at the death of her sister  

We grieve but not without hope, for we are a people 
of the resurrection.  

We Rejoice as a Community of Faith with:                             
Dan and Kelly Babcock at the birth of a granddaugh-
ter, Evelyn Penn Liberty 

We remember our homebound brothers and sisters: 

Paul Arthur, Frances Baity, Paul Black, Bruce Burris, 
Dick Doyel, Thelma Friedel, Diane Monjay, Betty 
Quilligan  

Preschool Sunday, March 26 

Preschool Sunday is March 26 during the 9:30 service. We are 

so appreciative of the hard work and dedication of the Child’s 

World Preschool staff that we have invited them and their 

families to come join us for worship so that we, as a congrega-

tion, can thank them and pray over them. We have invited the 

staff to linger on the patio for coffee and fellowship.  We en-

courage you to linger as well and let them  know how much 

they are valued here at UUMC. 

Easter Traditions for Your Family: Join the Celebration  

  

 

 

 

Messy Church-Thursday March 30 at 5:30pm 

 

 

 

Messy Easter-Thursday April 13 at 5:30pm 

Easter Sunday April 16 

Kid Jam is a WOW Sunday with the Scripture Lady, fol-

lowed by the Easter Egg Hunt, the Butterfly release and 

a visit from the Easter Bunny. You don't want to miss 

it!  

Wanted: Caterpillar Keepers 

Your child can take caterpillars home and watch them 

turn into beautiful butterflies for our Easter Butterfly 

Release! What a great opportunity for conversation 

about science and theology.   

Caterpillars will be assigned to their Keepers in March.  

Noiseful Joy 

Noiseful Joy will be singing in Church on March 12 and 

April 9 (Palm Sunday). 



Ministries that send us out to serve in Irvine, Orange County, and the ends of the earth  

Outreach in Action at UUMC by Barbara DeGroot, Interim Outreach Chair 

Our Alternative Christmas opportunity, collecting donations for Heifer International in December, raised $1350 for com-
munity projects throughout the world. Together we purchased 5 flocks of chicks, 2 swarms of honey bees, 4 hope bas-
kets, 1 pig, 3 goats, 2 flocks each of sheep and rabbits and a water buffalo.   Thanks to all the generous donors whose 
gifts will make the world a better place in the year to come. 

On Sunday, January 22, the aroma of peanut butter and jelly filled the Community Hall air as we packed lunches for peo-
ple served by two homeless shelters in Orange County.  In all, 100 bags including sandwiches, fruit, chips, and granola 
bars were assembled to be delivered to the Santa Ana Armory and the Orange County Rescue Mission.  Many  thanks to 
Greg Rhoads for organizing the effort and to all those people who donated supplies with the help of Greg’s colorful cou-
pons.   



DisAbility Ministries report by Sharon McCart, Chair of DisAbility Ministries of The UMC                                 

I would like to thank all of you who have been supporting me in my work! Some of you have supported me financially 

and that means more to me than I can adequately express. There may come a time when people in conference and 

denominational leadership value this work, but for now I know that you do, and that keeps me going! Some of you 

support me with words and prayers and hugs and those are also important at times when I am discouraged or frustrat-

ed or just completely exhausted.  I want to share with you some of the highlights of DisAbility Ministries in 2016.If you 

have any questions, please ask! I love to talk about my work! And thank you again for all of your support! 

Grants---the Conference Task Force awarded grants for the first time! It is very exciting that we were able to contrib-

ute to five churches to fund accessibility improvements. One of the churches is Costa Mesa First UMC, where Sarah 

Heath is the pastor. At the denominational level we awarded a total of seven grants, four for accessibility improve-

ments and three for development of programs that will include people with disabilities.  If you would like more details 

on these great projects, please ask! People are very creative as well as determined to make their congregations more 

welcoming to people with disabilities. 

General Conference----Attended all ten days. Tracked 12 pieces of legislation, 9 of which I wrote. Six passed. One failed 

by only one vote. Also staffed an information booth in the Exhibit Hall. Learned a great deal of how our governing 

body works, made a lot of connections, answered many questions and handled a few concerns about conference ac-

cessibility. 

Annual Conference---Ensured that the event was accessible and accommodations were made as needed. Preparations 

for Annual Conference 2017 include providing information for a vote on a United Methodist Constitutional Amend-

ment which will add age, marital status and ability to the list of groups which may not be discriminated against by any 

practice or policy. All annual conferences will be voting on this amendment this year. 

Denominational Committee business----planned and executed our annual meeting in Roseville, Minnesota. This includ-

ed a DisAbility Awareness Sunday event which was attended by people representing about ten churches in the area. 

Also chaired conference call meetings. Travelled to Houston, Texas to present a prestigious award to Naomi Mitchum 

for sharing her knowledge of inclusion of children with disabilities in Sunday School and the needs of people with disa-

bilities during emergencies. Wrote one chapter of a book to be published by Discipleship Resources (United Methodist 

publishing). 

Travelled to several churches to visit, consult and/or speak. Spent one October weekend in Calexico at a wonderful 

DisAbility Awareness weekend which included a wheelchair basketball team! Another church is now making their re-

strooms accessible as a result of my sermon there! 



 

First Quarterly Conference of 2017 

Lively Discussion/Thoughtful Decisions 

 

Cool down. Slow down. Engage Constructively.  Vision & Strategy Chair Brad Fowler opened our meeting reminding 
us of Coach Mary Scifres' essential advice on how to create community out of conflict. Blessed by worship, Lay Leader 
Bob Bilanchone's opening prayer, and a shared spirit of good intentions, the 50 participants in our first Quarterly Con-
ference launched into the discernment and business of being the church in the world.  

We celebrated focused progress toward our shared Goals & Objectives, and we reviewed the latest updates and infor-
mation on our permission-giving leadership structure. The Vision and Strategy Team is pleased to create greater un-
derstanding about how we can move forward together.  

QC1 really picked up momentum as we engaged in around-the-table conversations about our spiritual energy and call-
ing around church growth. Now that we have ended the lease of the rental Korean congregation (we gave them a 90 
day notice, so they will be around until early May) we discussed the possibility of moving the Sunday morning schedule 
around with an eye to giving the Dream Church the "golden hour" of 11:00 or 11:30 for worship in the sanctuary; 
maintaining shared ministries with the Dream Church; and attracting young families and millennials. Discussions were 
energetic and positive, producing helpful insights and ideas.  

On behalf of Trustee Chair Dennis Kempke, Ginny Bilanchone brought us up to date on the Trustee's projects. The 
Trustees are so positive about their progress and the church's support that the outgoing team members all re-upped 
for another term. They are especially excited about being able to move forward with the patio hospitality project, 
thanks to church member gifts and a special $10,000 parting gift from Louise Brown.  

Fabulous and Diligent Finance Chair Kyle Vaught presented the draft 2017 budget for review and approval. As most 
people had had a chance to review the budget prior to the meeting, it was easily adopted.  

Last but not least, we elected new lay leadership for 2017 and beyond and thanked our outgoing elected leadership. 
Especially - we thanked Jin Kim for his 5 years of service as Worship Liaison, and Adrian DeGroot for 2 years' service as 
Staff-Parish Relations (SPRC) Chair. Ted Quilligan completed 3 years on the Finance Committee, and Sarah Kistinger 
completed 3 years on SPRC. Ray Norris completed a year as Operations Liaison and took a seat on SPRC.  

We welcomed Janet Kempke as the new Worship Liaison and prayed for Lee Holmes as he becomes the new SPRC 
Chair.   

Pastor Paige was reluctant to bring the meeting to an end as people continued to volunteer for new roles in our 
church. The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm - with Holy Spirit energy still in the room!  

All relevant documents can be found on http://uumcirvine.org/about-us/church-business 

http://uumcirvine.org/about-us/church-business


Vision & Strategy Celebrates Coaching Process  and Makes Plans for First Quarterly Conference, February 2, 2017 

Present: Bob Bilanchone, Pastor Paige, Mary Scifres, Lois Vaught, Bonnie Wright, Ray Norris, Jane Bernard, and Brad Fowler 

V & S celebrated the conclusion of a successful coaching period with Mary Scifres. We hired someone to help us with com-
munication and conflict competence, many in the congregation responded, and we go forward with new tools and a re-
newed intention for shared ministry.   

V & S reviewed the current budget draft and reviewed the steps of the process, which consisted of the following:  1) Each 
ministry team with staff people and lay leaders compiled budget requests based on tasks that move us toward our shared 
goals and objectives. 2) The Stewardship Team implemented its annual campaign, while staff and Finance reviewed other 
potential sources of income. 3) V & S worked to cut the projected deficity and then 4) sent it back to finance for a reality 
check.  4) Finance and V & S agreed to recommend a budget with a "faith factor" of -19K. 5) The budget goes to Quarterly 
Conference for review and approval.  

After thankful conversation regarding the service of Louise Brown to the church, V & S agreed to recognize Louise's lovely 
farewell gift of $10,000 to the church and her desire that it be designated for the patio project. They also committed to a 
plaque.  

The conversation about potential growth transitioned to our Irvine Dream Church, which could enjoy greater success in a 
time slot more in keeping with the "golden hour" of Korean worship (11 or 11:30). We haven't been able to do this before 
for two reasons: the rental Korean Presbyterian congregation is in the noon timeslot, and we had financial reservations 
about letting go of a tenant. Several things have happened that allow UUMC to move forward:  

* As you know, our Trustees have the power within their charter (by Discipline) to manage leases on behalf of the church. 
They have voted overwhelmingly to give 90-day notice to the Korean Presbyterian Church.  

* They have also voted to replace that revenue with a lease to a new long-term tenant. A Mandarin immersion school will 
use Room B in the Ed Building Monday-Friday, thereby freeing up the church campus on Sundays. Our thanks to Andrew 
for seeing and following up on this opportunity.  

* Additionally, the South District awarded us a $10,000 grant to facilitate this move. Our thanks to District Superintendent 
John Farley and the District Planning & Strategy Team for affirming our ministry potential.  

So - God is good and doors are opening! Vision & Strategy and the Trustees feel very positive about giving our Irvine Dream 
Church this level of support.  

This change creates an opening to consider our Sunday morning schedule and position it for synergistic growth in all of our 
ministries. We prepared a first draft of a new Sunday morning schedule for around-the-table conversation at the Quarterly 
Conference.  

Vision & Strategy Team members agreed to be easily identifiable on the patio on Sunday February 5 to answer questions 
about agenda items for February 12.   

Some Groundhogs  visited our office on Groundhog Day.  

They accurately predicted six more weeks of a very wet  

winter in   Orange County.  They were correct!  Stay Dry!! 



18422 Culver Drive    Irvine, California 92612 


