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Patience is a virtue, but it is not always our forte.  Waiting 

makes us anxious.  Waiting for results after undergoing   

medical testing feels like time drags heavily, draining us both  

physically and emotionally.  As a denomination, we seem to 

be in a season of waiting – waiting to see what will happen 

and wondering how this will impact our local congregation.  

Even waiting for something exciting – like the birth of a child 

– comes with its own set of anxieties.  In a world of instant  

access to information at our fingertips and “Google” serves 

both as a noun and a verb, we feel a bit like our hands are 

bound when we are required to wait. 

In this context, the season of Advent challenges us to practice 

waiting patiently, yet with anticipation.  This is incredibly 

counter-cultural, especially when retailers have been selling 

Christmas goods for weeks and our own homes will likely be 

decorated by this coming weekend.  We shop for presents, 

work on Christmas cards, and fill our calendars with parties 

and travel.  Advent challenges us to revert away from our  

instant access and forward planning, and center – at least for 

a time each day – on the spiritual practice of waiting.  We 

wait to celebrate the coming of God’s presence as an infant 

while waiting for God’s peace to reign in this world.   

We wait, rooted in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, which leads 

us to Christmas Eve.  This is not a passive waiting period, 

though, there is work to be done while we wait!  I invite each 

one of you to join me in prayerfully discerning how we can 

sufficiently prepare ourselves to encounter Jesus this     

Christmastide.  Jesus calls us to step outside of our own  

agendas, our comfort zones, and step with courage into our 

next leap of faith.  Jesus calls us to stretch ourselves in ways 

that bring us closer to God and closer to one another. 

Will your stretching encourage you to say “yes” to a new  

leadership role in the congregation?  Will you increase your 

financial giving in this final month of charitable giving for 

2019?  Will you tell a friend or neighbor about your favorite 

thing at UUMC and invite them to attend?  Will you engage 

in a new small group or study this year? 

These things may come with some anxiety yet know that this 
is par-for-the-course.  Waiting takes attention and intension.    

           ~ Pastor Cathie  

Welcome to the Christmas 2019 edition of the University United Methodist Church Newsletter. It is our 

hope that this newsletter will begin a process to better communicate some of the current and future activi-

ties occurring in our community at UUMC. If you have ideas for content that you feel should be shared 

with the members, please pass your ideas through the church office for possible inclusion with the next  

published newsletter in December. We are hopeful that this will help to get the word out regarding the  

wonderful work that God is doing here at UUMC. Please provide your input for the Spring Edition      

newsletter to the church office by March 25, 2020 for consideration in the April month’s edition.  
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Thank you for Making our Annual Thanksgiving Brunch a Success!   

We would like to thank everyone who attended our Annual Thanksgiving Brunch!  This yearly tradition is one 

of our favorites because it brings us all together, makes us stop our daily lives to spend the (afternoon) together 

over some good food, and lots of good company!  

We are all so busy with our daily lives, our jobs, our friends and loved ones that there are not that many      

occasions that we get, together as a family, but this is one of them and it's our favorite one!  It’s one of those 

holidays we love to prepare as a team and chip in with our different recipes and additions that we each want to 

include to make the meal that extra little bit more special!  

Thanksgiving seems to bring out the best in us, whether it is      

because we have all come together for each others’ company or that 

we are all just simply hungry!  I like to think that the reason for any 

misunderstandings on Thanksgiving is because we are all so      

hungry! (lol)   

Thank you for this day, thank you for each other, thank you for 

making this day a success, and thank you to all of you for just being 

you!  

We hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving Bruch!  Our staff and volunteers were thrilled by the support of 
the community, and we can't thank you enough for making the event such a success. 
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Welcome To Our Community Booklet 

 
 
Join us on Thursdays at 1 pm in the Sanctuary for a class designed to fit your needs and keep you 
limber.  Bring a yoga mat and $10 to each class.  Our instructor is well qualified and can help you 
avoid injuries. No need to sign up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopt-a-Family is a Families Forward program which provides gifts to children for Christmas.    

You can adopt a family of one child, two children, on up to four children. UUMC has 28 families that 
Carol Pukli has chosen to be adopted at the Outreach table.  She will give you the information on 
your family and you get the fun of shopping for them.  Sometimes one or two people will go together 
to shop for a family and share the expense.   

Your gifts need to be turned into Carol by the 15th of December, so they can be processed to be given 
out to families in time for Christmas. Thanks for your kindness for supporting Families Forward    
during this Christmas season.  

This booklet was created to tell our story.  It’s great to share with neighbors and friends who may 
want to learn more about our church.  For members, it lists all the groups and ministries operating 
within the church community.  Want to join one or find out more about it?  The meeting times 
and contact info of the person in charge is there at your fingertips.  We are distributing the book-
lets one per household.  Just ask at the Welcome Table. The booklet is also available online at:  

https://uumcirvine.org/connect/welcome-to-our-community  

New Yoga Class 

https://uumcirvine.org/connect/welcome-to-our-community
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Please Pray for Healing and Restoration for the follow-
ing members:  

Adrianne Cowles, and Sharon McCart and David Fish. 

Please Pray for Those Who Are Homebound Or          
In Convalescent Care:   

Betty Quilligan, Muriel Dameron, and Jan Taylor. 

Ladies Mini Retreat 
Twenty-four ladies got together on October 12th for a luncheon at Carol Pukli’s home.   

It was a beautiful day with the weather, food and fellowship. All those who attended really  

enjoyed it! 

They plan to have a Christmas celebration at Penny Bartholmew's home. on December 12.  

Flyers and signup sheets will be available on the table in the patio area starting  Dec. 1.  

 

If your giving number is between 1 and 150 you will have a box of weekly giving envelopes for 2020. These           

envelopes will be available on the patio beginning Sunday December 15. To help our count team, please use them.  

If you do not want envelopes for 2020 please advise me so we can reduce our order (anderson4962@sbcglobal.net).  

Larry Anderson, Financial Secretary 
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University United Methodist Church invites you and your family to its 444th Annual Christmas  

Concert On a Cold Winter’s Night, celebrating Advent, the coming of Emmanuel.  

Don’t miss this spectacular event on  

December 8! 

Doors open at 6:30 pm and the concert     

begins at 7 pm. Tickets are available for     

purchase immediately following the Sunday 

morning worship service or by calling Bob 

Billanchone at 949.551.6025 

We have a great choir, chamber orchestra,  

and exceptional vocal ensemble bringing you 

the Christmas Spirit in song. You’ll hear a 

carefully curated blend of traditional and  

contemporary arrangements by music         

director, John W. Carpenter. 

The concert is the perfect antidote to the   

hustle and bustle of December and offers us 

all the chance to take a step back and         

remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

A reception with refreshments will follow immediately on the patio.  

University United Methodist Church 

44th Annual Christmas Concert 
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You, your family and friends are welcome and invited to Christmas Eve Services at University United 
Methodist Church, Irvine. 

We gather to celebrate the great love God has shown the world through his only Son, Jesus Christ. 

We offer you two services to provide you options for your busy holiday schedules. 

Both 5pm and 11pm services will feature Christmas carols, singing, scripture readings, and a brief 

message. 

 

Christmas Eve Family Friendly Service  

 5 pm  

The 5 pm service is perfect for families who need 
to travel, as well as those whose plans make it   
impossible to attend our later service. It is a   

wonderful way to gather and include children to 
worship together with their families.  

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

11 pm 

The 11pm Candlelight Service offers an opportunity to ponder the mystery and beauty of the 

Christmas story, and encounter the light of Christ leading right up to the very first minute of   
Christmas Day. 

Make plans now to invite your friends and family to join us on December 24. 

 

2018 Christmas Eve Services 
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This is What Christmas Truly Is  

December is one of our craziest months and it can become 

easy to be so consumed with our culture’s Christmas frenzy 

that we forget that Christmas should be a party! Everyone 

knows that Christmas time brings gifts, but we must all  

remember what — and why — we are rejoicing. Christmas is 

the day that our Savior, the Lamb of God, our Messiah, 

incarnated Himself to save mankind. That’s something 

worth celebrating! Let’s make sure that our church taps  

into the joy of Christmas: let the trumpets sound, roll out 

the red carpet, and prepare to celebrate the coming of the 

best person that will ever walk this earth. Let us find 

unique ways in our church to rise above the cultural noise 

of the holidays and create an atmosphere of joyfulness and 

thanksgiving that those in attendance will talk about for 

weeks to come. 

Most of us are familiar with the families that only come to 

church a few times each year — the people who make an 

appearance on Easter or on a random Sunday when they 

visit with Grandma. Despite their track record, we can be 

confident that these congregants will join us on Christmas 

Eve to celebrate Jesus’ birth. Throw in a fair amount of  

curious first-time visitors from our community and we’ve 

suddenly found ourselves with the busiest day of the year.  

 

As every seat in our sanctuary becomes occupied, our     

opportunity to affect lives and share the gospel of God has 

never been greater. Everyone will join to sing the familiar 

carols and hymns that we know and love, giving us a 

unique opportunity to engage believers and non-believers 

alike. Church shouldn’t feel like an obligation. This     

evening is a special time to share what it means to bring 

God and faithful community into their lives. 

Christmas Can Be A Life Changing Experience 

One of the most im-

portant things we can 

learn from being in-

volved in ministry is 

that sometimes what 

we can learn from our 

personal study is just 

as significant as what we share with others. We might find 

that the ancient lyric in an old Christmas hymn touches 

our heart in a new and meaningful way. Or perhaps, while 

laboring over scripture, we’ll find that God reveals Himself 

to us in a way that we've never experienced. Treasure these 

moments and consider sharing them with your church 

community. Our congregation will take note of your      

reflection, and might even be inspired to seek God        

diligently in their own lives. Ultimately, we all know that 

Christmas should center on Christ. To make this year truly  

meaningful, spend time with our good God and give 

thanks to Him for the gift of His son. If our heart is in the 

right place, then our Christmas services will always leave a 

lasting impression on those who join us in the celebration. 

 

This is why we want YOU at 

Christmas and why YOU need 

to BRING A FRIEND to our 
Christmas Concert and Christ-

mas Eve Services. 
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On Sunday, December 15, volunteers for Concern America will be here at University United 
Methodist Church with a Craft Sale featuring unique quality handcrafts that provide us with 
the opportunity to purchase conscientiously.   

The gifts we find for special events, holidays, or to bright-
en our own homes are an exchange of caring with impov-
erished communities in developing countries.  This year 
we have many new crafts from Bangladesh, El Salvador 
Guatemala, and Mexico.   

Inspired by nature, these beautifully handcrafted textiles, 
ceramics and wood products honor indigenous traditions, 
and were selected to be reminders that when a Concern 
America product is purchased we are providing a source 
of income to materially poor communities and promoting 
human scale endeavors, eco-friendly work patterns, and 
fair working conditions. 

Small Group Bible Study 

 

The home Bible study group (11 of us) studied the Pastoral 
Epistles (and Philemon) once a week from September 
through November at the Poulins' house. What are the  
Pastoral Epistles? This title applies to the books of 1 & 2 
Timothy and Titus by the apostle Paul. He wrote these   
letters of care and instruction to the namesake pastors at 
the new churches in Ephesus and Crete. They focus on  
issues of Christian living, sound doctrine, and leadership. 

Besides discussing God's Word together, we enjoyed some 
good laughs, root beer floats, and getting to know one another better. We hope to see some new faces and 
make new friends the next time we convene in the Spring.  
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Mission Trips 2020 

In 2020 there will be two opportunities to participate on a mission trip. 

Middletown, CA  

June 14 - 20, 2020 

The work in Middletown, 
CA is building new homes 
to replace the ones de-
stroyed in the 2015 Valley 
Fire. We worked with the 
Hope Crisis Response Net-
work in May 2019 and real-
ly enjoyed the experience so 
it was decided to go again 
in 2020. The accommoda-
tions are excellent and the 
food is great. Middletown is 
about 40 miles north of  

Napa. 

UMCOR West Depot in Salt Lake City, UT October 25 - 31, 2020 

We are excited to offer a non-construction type of mission trip to the congregation. The 
work would be helping at the UMCOR West Depot warehouse that stores disaster relief  
supplies. Volunteers work on projects such as packing health kits, school kits, sewing       
ponchos to give to the homeless, and office work. In addition, there will be an opportunity 
to participate in service projects in the Salt Lake Valley area.  Possible projects include work-
ing on a Habitat for Humanity building project for those who would rather work on       
construction. This is a mission project that we will be doing in conjunction with Aldersgate 
UMC. We will be housed at the Espiscopal Church Center of Utah. It is located in down-
town Salt Lake City within walking distance of Temple Square. It is a lovely facility with real 
beds and bathrooms attached to each double occupancy room. NO sleeping bags needed. 

  Announcements are being planned for early in 2020.  

Ministries that send us out to 

serve in Irvine, Orange County, 

and to the ends of the earth  
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Adult Education Opportunities 
“Not Only What We Believe…But Why We Believe It”-A Four Week Study of Homosexuality 

in Scripture, Western Culture, the Church and Within Ourselves 

Led by Frank Lyman 

On four consecutive Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2020 Frank Lyman will lead a study not only asking 
the question, “What do we believe about homosexuality?”  but also asking the equally important question, 
“Why do we believe as we do?”  Frank is responding to Pastor Cathie’s request to lead the class.  Duplicate one-
hour sessions will be offered at 11 am and 6 pm.  Participants can “mix and match” as they see fit.   

Frank is enjoying his current research into the topic (he is learning a lot!) and looks forward to the following 
questions and subjects: 

1} How Do We Read the Bible?  How do we understand the Biblical passages that are customarily associated 
with homosexuality?  

2) An Overview of Western Culture and Its Evolving Understandings of Homosexuality  

3) How Do United Methodists converse with each other? How best should we utilize the “Wesleyan          
Quadrilateral?” 

4) A Look at the United Methodist Church and Its Conversation about Homosexuality over the past half-
century 

5)A Look at How We Form Our Personal Morals and Our Corporate Ethics  

6) An Examination of the Passages/Stories in the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testament That Influence our 
Understanding of Homosexuality.   (My hope is to examine two of these scriptures during each of our four 
weeks.) 

7) Where might we go from here? 

8) Where might God have us go from here? 

Signups for the class are available on the church patio.  Questions can be addressed to Frank at Frank-
lyma@aol.com.  Frank Lyman is a retired United Methodist pastor who currently serves at Fuller Seminary and 
assists his wife Carole (also a UM pastor) by preaching at Vesper Services and teaching classes at Regents Point 
Retirement Community where she is chaplain. 
A personal note: Though Carole and Frank have been “open and affirming” about homosexuality throughout 
the last half-century, they understand the wisdom of St. Francis who taught us to seek to understand rather 
than to be understood.  We hope to preserve a safe space for loving dialogue. 

mailto:Franklyma@aol.com
mailto:Franklyma@aol.com
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18422 Culver Drive    Irvine, California 92612  

Church Office Hours 

Monday 9-2pm 

Tuesday – Thursday 9-5pm 

office@uumcirvine.org 

949.786.8354 

 

Rev. Cathie Capp 

Lead Pastor 

pastorcathie@uumcirvine.org 

 

Rev. Hong Yun “Brandon” Won 

Dream Korean UMC Pastor 

brandon@uumcirvine.org 

 
Marcel Millot 

Church Administrator 

marcel@uumcirvine.org 

 
John W. Carpenter 

Director of Music 

 

Melissa Thach 

Children’s Ministry Director 

melissa@uumcirvine.org 

 

Tiffany Vantine 

Director of Children’s Music 

tiffany@uumcirvine.org 

 
Jeff Moretti 

Worship Media Coordinator 

jeff@uumcirvine.org 

 
Irma Ramirez 

Finance Administrator 

irma@uumcirvine.org 

 

Sharon McCart 

Deacon-in-Residence 

 

Cyndi McCormick 

Child’s World Preschool Director 

 

Dr. Wan-Chin Chang 

Accompanist 
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