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How to Use This Devotional 
Hey Christmas.  It’s great to see you.  

This Christmas season, we (your youth leaders) wanted to put something awesome in 

your hands.  We wanted to give you a tool to add to your “discipleship tool belt” for 

you to use.  We want you to grow in your relationship with Jesus this season-that’s 

why you’re holding this in your hands. 

Now you have to use it.  You have to pick it up daily.  Just like a construction worker 

without a tool belt, it’s impossible to do the Kingdom Work Jesus has called you to 

do without your belt, without actually using it.  

Getting Started 
1.  Take 10:  set aside 10 minutes a day to use this tool 

2. Pray:  thank God for who He is and ask Him to help you understand His Word 

3. Read:  open up your Bible (if you don’t have one, let us know and we’ll get you 

hooked up!) and read the passage for the day, THEN read the devotional written 

by one of your awesome youth leaders.  

• If you need some help understanding how to read, interpret, and apply 

God’s Word, check out the OIA resource at the back.  

4. Ask:  What is God saying to me through His Word?  What does He want me to do 

about it? Write it down in your journal or on the space provided.  

We pray that God does something incredible in you and through you this Christmas 

season.  But before we start doing Kingdom Work, we have to take the time to just 

be with Jesus.  And that’s when you take this tool out of your discipleship tool belt 

and get to work just being.  

You’re loved, peeps.  May this be the best Christmas yet.  

You’re the Bomb-Dot-Com, 
Your MSM Youth Leaders 



Matthew 20:26-28 
Friday, December 1 
Have you given your parents your Christmas list?  It’s what we do at Christmas, isn’t 

it?  We think “what can I get this Christmas? what can I ask for that people will get 

for me?”  There’s nothing wrong with gifts.  It’s a blessing to receive a gift from 

someone.  But what if, we focused on giving this Christmas?  See a disciple of Jesus 

focuses their lives on being more like Jesus every day.  If we’re going to imitate Jesus, 

then we have to do what He did when He was on earth.  Jesus came to serve.  He 

didn’t come to “get”-He came to give.  Today, ask Jesus to help you have the same 

attitude He did, to imitate Him and ask “what can I give?” 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Isaiah 52:7-9 
Saturday, December 2 
Take a look at your feet.  Don’t stare too long at them, but you know that your feet 

get you to where you need to be.  They can take you on an adventure.  They can 

bring you back home.  They can also take you to people who need to know Jesus, 

like in the school lunchroom, orchestra practice, home base, etc.  Our feet will take 

us there everyday of the school year, but what do we do when we get to these 

places?  Do we stay quiet when someone starts gossiping about someone else?  Do 

we join in when someone starts talking negatively?  See we can bring the good 

news of Jesus to the people around us in these places by speaking up and being 

louder than the negative voices.  We can start by simply saying “hey, that’s not 

right.”  And if someone asks you why, you can explain to them why you know it’s not 

right to tear someone else down.  It’s because of Jesus.  This next week at school, 

think about how you can speak up in the places your feet take you to point other 

people to Jesus.  

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Isaiah 40:1-5 
Sunday, December 3 
Think of your favorite pillow or blanket (Or for me, my Snuggie). What makes those so 

great? Usually those are comfortable and provide you with comfort. When it’s cold 

and windy outside, those things provide you with comfort…just like Jesus did when 

he came down to Earth to be the Savior of the world. As this prophecy talks about, 

there is comfort in that fact. Jesus did come to save us from our sins and give us new 

life. That is exactly what this season is all about. So even as life gets hard (And trust 

me, there will difficult times), we can rest in the comfort that Jesus came for US, YOU 

and ME! So as we look to give and not get this Christmas, let’s remember that even if 

that giving is hard at times (Like when your little brother wants that last piece of 

holiday pie), we can find comfort in our Savior above, who conquered death itself 

and gives us new life.   

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Isaiah 40:9-11 
Monday, December 4 
Have you noticed we’ve been reading from the Old Testament?  Maybe you’re 

thinking “hey guys, Jesus’ birth is found in the New Testament.”  We get it, but did 

you know that the Old Testament and the New Testament, it’s all about Jesus?  It all 

points to Him.  Prophets (someone who spoke on God’s behalf to His people to give 

them messages) talked about Jesus coming hundreds of years before He came.  

And people waited for Him.  They trusted and they had faith that God would keep 

His promises.  They trusted, they had faith, and they let people know they trusted 

God and had faith in Him.  How can you tell someone about your trust and faith in 

Jesus this week at school?  Share with him/her a hard time you went through, and 

how your trust and faith in Jesus played a huge role. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Genesis 3:8-15 
Tuesday, December 5 
Have you ever wondered why Christmas is such a big deal? We celebrate Christmas 

because it was the birth of our Savior. We need a Savior because otherwise we 

would be lost in our sin and doomed to pay the consequences of our sin. Genesis 1 

and 2 describe how God made everything and called it good. But the very next 

chapter shows how fast things went from good to bad. Adam and Eve rejected 

God and sinned. And because they were the first parents of humanity, all humans 

inherit that sin. But there is good news tucked away within this worst of all possible 

news. Before God gives Adam and Eve the punishment for their sin, He gives them 

the promise of a Savior. Genesis 3:15 says “…he (Jesus) shall bruise your (Satan) 

head, and you (Satan) shall bruise his (Jesus) heel.”  Though Jesus would die on the 

cross, He was hardly defeated. In fact, Jesus’ miraculous birth, sinless life, sacrificial 

death and glorious resurrection ensured the ultimate defeat of sin and death and 

Satan himself. We celebrate Christmas as the day Jesus was born, but the Christmas 

music had already started playing just three chapters into the Bible.  

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Genesis 15:1-6 
Wednesday, December 6 
Remember in yesterday’s reading on Genesis 3, how God promised a Savior even 

before he gave Adam and Eve the punishment for sin?  God had a plan to save all 

of humankind from sin.  And He used humans to carry out that plan.  That’s where 

Abraham comes in.  God chose him and made a promise-a covenant- that out of 

Abraham’s family, He would “make of a great nation, and (I) will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”(Ge 12:2). Abraham was a 

man in God’s plan to bring Jesus into the world (check out the genealogy of Jesus in 

Matthew 1). Abraham believed God, He believed His promise, and God did a great 

work in him and through him. As Jesus’ disciples, we are a part of God’s plan to 

bring Jesus into the world.  How can you point people to Him today?    

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
Thursday, December 7 
Everything in the Bible points to Jesus: the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

 It’s all about Jesus.  And Moses was actually talking about Jesus in Deuteronomy 18 

when he said “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.” .    This is all apart of the promise that 

God gave in the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve sinned.  That a Savior would 

come to take away our sin and take our place.  Jesus was the ultimate Prophet—the 

One who spoke God’s words and who provides deliverance for His people. See, 

each of God’s promises can be trusted. We can trust Him; He doesn’t have to prove 

Himself to us today because He’s proven He can be trusted from the beginning of 

the Bible to the end. Today, what is a step that you can take to trust God and His 

promises? Read Proverbs 30:5 and remember how God worked to bring the promise 

of a Savior to the world.  

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Psalm 89:1-4 
Friday, December 8  
It just doesn’t seem like Christmas unless you hear your favorite Christmas songs 
playing at the store, or sing those beloved Christmas carols in church. Would it 
surprise you to find out that people were singing Christmas songs long before Jesus 
was even born? It’s true.  The book of Psalms was the official songbook of the 
people of Israel, and there are several ‘Christmas songs’ hidden throughout the 
book.  Granted, they didn’t sing ‘Joy to the World’ or ‘Away in a Manger’, but they 
did sing a lot about the promise God made to David concerning his throne. Here in 
Psalm 89, they sing about how God promised to David that He would ‘build his 
throne for all generations’.  This may not sound like a Christmas song at first, until we 
remember that Jesus was born in the line of David, in the city of David, as the 
fulfillment of the promise God made to David.  Jesus, the Messiah, is the one who will 
sit on that throne forever and ever. So while this song, written hundreds of years 
before Jesus was born, looks forward to the birth of the King, we can sing every one 
of our Christmas carols to the King who lives and will reign forever.  

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Zechariah 6:12-13 
Saturday, December 9 
In this passage, God showed Zechariah a vision about the coming of a king who will 

sit on a throne.  See Zechariah was a priest in the Old Testament, someone who 

would receive visions from God.  In this vision, God shows Zechariah the king on the 

throne and refers to him as “the Branch.”  That is a clear reference to Jesus. The cool 

thing about this passage and other similar passages in the Old Testament is that God 

was giving his chosen priests and prophets visions of His big plan, the coming of 

Jesus. And we see that plan come to be exactly as He said when we read the New 

Testament.  We can trust God.  We can trust the plan He has for our lives.  We will 

never know what the future is going to look like, but we know that God will be with 

us.  Today, how can you start to trust God with your future? 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Micah 5:2-3 
Sunday, December 10  
Bethlehem was a little town. Too small to be counted of the nation of Judah. No one 

could probably tell where it is. Today, we think nothing big comes from a small town. 

Enter God’s plan. God used a small town to set the stage for His greatest gift to enter 

the earth in human form. Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem. “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem” is the Christmas carol we even sing!  Sometimes we might feel like 

Bethlehem. Too small that we might feel not noticed and nothing big or life 

changing could ever come from us. Enter God’s plan. God used a tiny town that 

most people might think nothing big would ever come from. God can and will use 

you where ever you are. It doesn’t matter your age, school or size town you live in. 

God has a plan for you. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Malachi 3:1-6 
Monday, December 11 
Life can be messy, tough and unpredictable. Sometimes the Christmas season 
multiplies the problems for us and others. But when we seek God in the middle of 
problems and our circumstances, he shows up in big ways. He uses the messy to 
refine and purify us - that means to transform us into the disciple he needs us to be 
to do the work he’s asked us to do. You may be asking how this relates to what you 
can give this Christmas season. Well, when you seek God in the middle of the chaos, 
your problems, your circumstances, you will experience spiritual growth. And that 
spiritual growth gives you the power to look beyond yourself and your 
circumstances, and to the needs of others. 

Pray that this Christmas season, each of us will move out of the way and allow God 
to transform us into the disciple he calls us to be. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



John 1:5 
Tuesday, December 12 

“Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.  

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices. 

For yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn.”  

Name that Christmas carol.  Did you guess it?  Boom.  You got it.  “O Holy Night.”  
The song paints a picture of a beautiful starry night when Jesus was born.  But it 
paints another picture, too.  When God made the world and created Adam and 
Eve, it was good.  It was very good.  But then Adam and Eve sinned and it was bad.  
Very bad.  Sin separated them and all human beings from God.  But God promised 
He would send Someone to save all humans from sin, from that separation. The 
world was waiting for a Savior, for Someone to come to save them.  Stuck in sin, 
stuck in darkness, stuck in hopelessness.  And then He came.  Hope was born.  And 
the Light shined in the darkness, and the darkness couldn’t overcome it.  See that’s 
the picture “O Holy Night” paints for us.  We were stuck in sin, we were stuck living life 
without Jesus.  It’s a lot like living life in the dark: scared and not sure where to go.  
But then Jesus came into our lives.  Light came into our darkness, just like the sun rises 
at the beginning of a new day wiping the darkness away.  Hope is here.  And in that 
Hope, in Jesus, we find our worth.  We challenge you to find a morning to wake up 
with the sunrise, to get a real life picture of how Jesus came to save us. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



John 1:9-18 
Wednesday, December 13 
What is Christmas? When people say happy holidays what does it mean? Does it 

even matter? During this Christmas season try to ask others about what they 

celebrate during this time of the year and why. Maybe they will say “spending time 

with family” or “presents” or “I don’t really know”. 

 As disciples of Jesus, we celebrate Christmas because of Jesus Christ.  But why? 

Christ came and did God’s work.  We are to continue God’s work.  But what was it 

that Jesus did and why?  Why does it matter if we know why we come to The 

Basement and learn about Jesus? Why does it matter if we celebrate Christmas? In 

the end if we are going to know how to answer these questions to friends or 

classmates, we to have to ask them for ourselves. 

There’s an "Old Man Saying” that goes like this: “Give a man a fish and he will eat for 

a day. Teach and man to fish and feed him for a lifetime.” What would happen if 

you learned to ask and find Biblical answers to life’s big questions? How would your 

life change? 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Mark 1:1-3 
Thursday, December 14 
Have you heard the good news? That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth as 

a man, died on the cross and rose from the grave to save us from our sins!   

This is the Good News that John the Baptist shared with everyone he met. He was a 

great messenger; a voice in the wilderness, who walked mile after mile to tell as 

many people as he could. We are disciples of Jesus and we are to share this Good 

News with others just like he did. 

Where is your wilderness? Is it your home, your school, your neighborhood, or your 

city? Be a voice in the wilderness today and share the Good News! 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:5-13 
Friday, December 15 
Have you ever had to wait for a long time for something you really wanted? 

What is a "long time"?   For a bull rider 8 seconds is a long time....maybe waiting 31 

days after Thanksgiving for Christmas is a long time, but for Zechariah and Elizabeth 

a long time was almost a lifetime. They were righteous people who loved God. They 

had prayed for many years to be able to have a child; then when they were very 

old God answered their prayer. The angel told them they would have a boy and his 

name would be John, John the Baptist, a great messenger of God. 

God's timing and His plan are perfect. As we pray and ask God for things in our life, 

we need to be patient and trust Him. He hears your prayers (Psalm 116:1-2) and He 

has a plan for your life (Jeremiah 29:11)....wait for it! 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:14-17 
Saturday, December 16 
How often do we wake up every morning expecting God to do great things in our 

lives?  You may ask, "What can God possibly do in my life that is so great?"  Many 

heroes of the Bible have felt this way too.  We need to remember that God has 

empowered us (basically given us the ability) to do great things in our schools, 

neighborhoods, communities, and we just need to understand what those things are 

and expect God to bless them. First step is to pray and ask God what great things 

He is calling you to.  The next step is to listen and God will make known to you what 

those things are. The final step is to do them.  When God lays something on our 

hearts, He expects us to be obedient to Him and do what He is leading you to. 

 What are the great things God is calling you to do?  Pray this week that He would 

reveal this to you and don't forget to expect it to happen. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:18-25 
Sunday, December 17 
Doubt happens.  Doubting you will pass your math test, doubting your family will 
ever get along, doubting your worth, and even doubting your part in this big story of 
a guy named Jesus. Zechariah doubted that day in the temple when Gabriel, the 
angel who stands in God's very presence, appeared to him and promised to give 
Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, a son. He should have been thrilled. Every day for 
several years they had prayed, "Lord, if it would be Your will, give us a son." But that 
had been years ago and yet, nothing happened. Now, Zechariah decided it was 
too late.  Zechariah had come to the reality they were not going to have a son. He 
had decided that he was tired of waiting and so Zechariah defined God as 
someone who didn't follow through with promises.   "For some reason," Zechariah 
thought, "God has kept that blessing from us."  Zechariah doubted the word of the 
angel because things hadn't gone according to his plan. 
 
Zechariah teaches us three things about doubt and how we can fight it: 
  -Even strong Christians experience doubt. Remember, none of us are perfect. 
 -Doubt comes from a sinful heart. If your heart desires to always be in control, 
kindly remind yourself you're not God. 
 -Doubt usually comes from disappointment or from a long term trial: Don't 
forget, Jesus said we will have trouble because of the fact that sin entered the 
world, ruining God's perfect creation. 

It comes down to this: God does what He says He will do.  God is very clear what He 

says in Scripture and what He says to us.  What areas in your life cause you to doubt? 

 What issues or questions cause you to doubt Pray and seek today God's guidance 

and direction to free you from doubt. Remember that God is faithful and keeps His 

promises even though it may look differently than how we imagined it. Trust that 

God is loving, faithful, and a promise keeper. 

What’s God saying to me? How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:26-38 
Monday, December 18 
Has something ever happened to you that was totally unexpected?  You show up to 

World History class and Mr. Smith throws a pop quiz; that’s unexpected.  You try out 

for a role in the school musical that’s a small one, you check the casting sheet, and 

your name is by the leading role; that’s unexpected.  You come home from school 

one day to your parents sitting at the table to talk to you, they’re getting a divorce 

and dad is moving out that night; that’s unexpected.  When the angel appeared to 

Mary and told her that she would be the mom of the Savior of the World, that was 

unexpected on so many levels.  Because the Jewish people didn’t expect Jesus the 

Messiah to be born as a baby, and Mary didn’t even know what to expect of what 

God had just asked of her.  But her response was this, “I am the servant of the Lord; 

let it be to me.”  How did Mary respond to something unexpected in her life?  She 

said “okay God, whatever you have to do, I’m in.  You’ve got this under control.”  So 

what about you?  How do you react when the unexpected things happen-positive 

or the negative?    

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:39-45 
Tuesday, December 19 
Mary wasn’t the only person hit with the unexpected.  Her relative, Elizabeth was 

pregnant-and she was “advanced in years”…just another way of saying “old.”  

Elizabeth and her husband, Zechariah were past the “mom and dad” years.  They 

were probably in the “grandma and grandpa” years and didn’t have any children 

of their own.  But God did the unexpected and Elizabeth became pregnant with a 

son.  And that son was John the Baptist, the one who would pave the way for Jesus.  

Two women, two unexpected babies to be born.  But in the middle of it and at work 

in all of it was God, who knew exactly what He was doing to fulfill His promise to 

bring a Savior into the world.  While Elizabeth and Mary both faced something 

unexpected, they stuck to God but also to each other.  God gives us people-other 

disciples of Jesus-to stick to when we face something unexpected.  Who are the 

people God has give you to stick to when you face something unexpected?  Is it 

your parents, small group leader, a youth leader, your friends or all of those?  Name 

that person or people today and remind yourself to stick to them when you face the 

unexpected.  Thank that person for who they are.  If you can’t think of a person, ask 

God to put a person/people in your life that you can stick to when the unexpected 

happens. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:46-54 
Wednesday, December 20 
Think back on how you’ve responded to unexpected things in the past.  Do you trust 

God?  Or do you freak out because the unexpected wasn’t a part of your plan? We 

saw Mary’s response to the unexpected a few verses earlier, but there’s more.  In v.

46-55, Mary breaks out in a song, also known as “The Magnificat.” It’s her song 

singing praise to God for choosing her to bring Jesus into the world.  Throughout it, 

she thanks God for who He is: holy, merciful, mighty, strong, loving, kind, a promise 

keeper.  In the unexpected, Mary trusts God and thanks Him for who He is.  She 

doesn’t know how it’s all going to work out, but she trusts and says thanks.  Ask God 

to help you trust Him in the unexpected and let Him work.  By trusting God and 

thanking Him for who He is, you can face the unexpected with peace. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 1:57-66 
Thursday, December 21 
You did it! Phew, half way through the school year after today. Look at you go! So as 

we come closer to Christmas, we must prepare. Just as this passage of scripture talks 

about today with the birth of John the Baptist who prepared the way for the Savior 

of world, we must too prepare. In order for us to truly give to others, we must prepare 

and get things ready. Just like how Grandma’s awesome sugar cookies take time to 

prepare for the grand finale of dunking them in eggnog on Christmas Eve, we must 

prepare. So take some time to relax now that school is nearly complete for the 

calendar year and prepare for the giving you will do in the next week or so. Prepare 

your heart to spread the real good news of Christmas time to others. Just as John the 

Baptist came in the passage to someday prepare the world for their Savior in Jesus 

Christ, prepare yourself to find strength in Him as you give, not get from, to others the 

rest of this Christmas season. 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Luke 2:1-20 
Friday, December 22 
Have you ever heard the term “overnight sensation?”  It’s used to describe a person 
that goes from a simple, quiet life and then does something that causes them to 
become an instant celebrity.  I could give you examples but by the time these words 
get into your hands, they will have faded away and new stars will have the spotlight 
on them.  These individuals take in their short time of fame by gathering as much 
attention, money, and glory that they can.   

“Glory“ means magnificence or high honor.   It would be a good word to describe 
what our culture gives celebrities these days, glory.  Unfortunately, we have a lot of 
“celebrities” that glorify themselves more than anyone else does.   

It was a typical evening out in the hills near Bethlehem.  The shepherds were 
watching their sheep.  Sounds boring, huh?  I count sheep to fall asleep at night.  It 
was not exciting at all.  Being a shepherd didn’t come with any glory.  They lived 
among smelly animals, slept in caves, and society didn’t accept them.  They were 
outcasts.  But God chose these outcasts to receive the news that Jesus had been 
born.  Out in the fields, minding their own business, and a choir of angels show up to 
sign over them. Talk about an overnight sensation.   

The shepherds had every reason to run to the stable and proclaim that angels visited 
them!  That alone was incredible news.  They could have finally made a name for 
themselves as the guys who saw angels!  But they didn’t. They obeyed and went to 
visit the stable.  It was in that stable that they saw God in the flesh.  I love their 
response.  Verse 20 says they went back to their fields giving God glory.   

Do you feel like everyday you need to make sure people know you’re there? That 
your presence  is known and you say whatever you need to to impress others.  What 
if this Christmas we laid down our desire to be known and put away the desire for 
attention?  What if we put away the idea of getting for ourselves and we just 
focused on what has been given to us through Jesus Christ?    This Christmas, let’s 
give God the glory.   

What’s God saying to me? How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Matthew 2:1-12 
Saturday, December 23 
It’s pretty easy to recognize a king. You know, the guy with the crown.  He sits on a 
throne.  He lives in a palace and is surrounded by loyal servants.  And those servants 
have loyalty: they serve their king.  Whatever the king wants, the king gets.  People 
are loyal to the king.  Their life depends upon it.   

In our story today, we find incredible loyalty to King Herod.  Read the story again.  
Did you see it?  In verse 3 it says that when Herod heard that there was a new king 
that was born, he became troubled.  Herod was a troubled man throughout his life.  
He was constantly worried about losing his throne.  He even had his own sons killed 
so that they wouldn’t take his throne from him.  And he became troubled.  And his 
people were so loyal to him that it says that “all of Jerusalem was troubled along 
with him.”   

The wise men.  The magi.  They traveled a long distance to get a good look at this 
new king that was born.  Of course the first place that they would go to inquire 
about this would be the palace of Herod.  Surely he would know where this king 
would be.    But he didn’t.  And it freaked him out.  So he gave these men the task of 
finding the newborn and he lied to them telling them to come back and tell him 
where this king was so that he could “worship him.”  Yeah right.  He wanted this 
threat gone.   

The wise men went to Bethlehem and found the king…in diapers?  Surely this was 
not what they expected.  But they recognized a king when they saw one.  This was 
not just any king…this was the one that had been prophesied about.  The one that 
would change the world.  And their loyalty shifted immediately to Jesus.  They knew 
what Herod would do if he would find Jesus and so they escaped without talking to 
him ever again.  Because they had found the one true King.    And only Jesus gets 
true loyalty. 

No matter the price.  No matter the cost.  No matter the threat.  No matter what….  
Jesus is king.    

What’s God saying to me?  How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Isaiah 9:2-7 
Sunday, December 24 
Hope.  It’s what so many long for.  Hope is an expectation that something is going to 
get better.  When things get tough or dark, it’s the one thing that everyone clings to.   
Have you ever been in the comfort of your home during a storm and all of a sudden 
the power goes out?  If it’s nighttime, it can be terrifying.  Sitting in the dark on a 
stormy night seems to be something straight out of a horror film.  And your mind starts 
to freak out.  And your heart starts to race.  And you sit and hope that the power will 
come back on.  So you can have peace.   

For the people in Isaiah’s day, they were living without peace.  Their selfishness had 
caused a division between themselves and the Lord that they continually trusted 
would take care of them.  It went deeper for them too.  Their sin had caused 
darkness in their hearts.  And they lived without peace.  They just wanted to be safe 
again.  

Along comes Isaiah the prophet speaking on behalf of God.  And he gives them 
hope.  Freedom from their sin.   What is this hope?  It’s God himself coming to earth 
to live among them.  To walk with them.  To give his life up for them.  And to bring 
them peace.   

Isaiah says “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  A great 
light.  God himself was turning the power back on.  Power to live.  Power to obey.  
Power to overcome the darkness.  A great light.  And he is called the Prince of 
Peace.   

Today we gather with friends and family to focus in on this incredible moment.  
When God came to earth and brought peace.  A great light.  His name is Jesus.  
And he continues to bring hope the the world each and every day.  May we never 
live life in the dark again.  Put your hope in Him today. 

What’s God saying to me?  How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Colossians 3:17 
Monday, December 25 
It’s here!  The big day!  Merry Christmas!  Today will be full of family, food, and 

hopefully fun.  But there is so much more to Christmas than just those things, and it’s 

our prayer that you have seen that in a real way this month.  Because Christmas, 

“doesn’t come from a store.  What if, perhaps, Christmas means a little bit more?”  

Not just a little bit but a LOT more.  Christmas has been and always will be about 

Jesus, how He came to give His life for us.  See if we didn’t have Jesus, we wouldn’t 

have Christmas.  In fact, if we didn’t have Jesus, we wouldn’t have anything at all.  

That’s why our goal as disciples of Jesus is to ask this question everyday of our lives: 

“what can I give so that others can know who Jesus is?”  That’s our challenge to you 

for the rest of the school year.  For the rest of your lives.  How will you live your life 

everyday, asking “what can I give so that others can know who Jesus is?” 

What’s God saying to me? 

How am I going to apply that to my life today? 



Questions to Ask When Reading the Bible- OIA:  

1. Say What? What do I see? (OBSERVATION) 
Are there common themes, ideas, commands, or warnings?  

2. So What? What does it mean?(INTERPRETATION)  
What did God want the original readers to know, remember, or do?  

3. Then What? How do I apply this to my life? (APPLICATION)  
In what ways will this give me direction or advice?  

4. Now What? What do I do? (APPLICATION)   
What’s my plan to begin changing, growing, or putting these words into action 
in my life?  

#skillz - How to Study the Bible


