
Class of 2017, I would like to congratulate you all on finishing high 

school and moving on to the next stage of your lives. I remember sitting 

where you are now almost 10 years ago and I have to tell you it really does 

seem like yesterday sometimes. I know most of you are waiting for me to 

finish speaking so you can be done with the ceremony and go out and 

celebrate with your friends and families, but please indulge me for a few 

minutes as I share a few thoughts. 

 First, one of the greatest lessons I learned at South Central was how to 

bounce back from failure. Life is easy when everything goes your way, 

however that is not how life actually is. Life is full of failures, and it is on you 

to determine how you recover from when you stumble from your path. South 

Central has prepared you for this despite what you may think now.  

 Second, each and everyone of you is more prepared for college than you 

think. Most of your peers are handed their homework and guided through it in 

the traditional manner. This is not how college is. When you’re in college it is 

all about how much you want to study. If you do not put in the work you will 

not succeed, and ninety percent of the learning is done on your own with you 



and your textbook. If South Central is like it was when I attended, you all are 

uniquely prepared for this already.  

 Third, a lot of life is luck. However, you can make your own luck if you 

try. Don’t psyche yourself out and say that something is unattainable. If you 

want something go for it. The worst thing is to look back at your life and say 

“I wish I had done that.” It’s how I got into college and earned my degree. 

With subpar ACT scores and a low GPA I was accepted to one of the top 

universities in the country, and graduated on the Dean’s List. I got this 

because I didn’t take no for an answer and neither should any of you. Don’t let 

someone say that what you want is beyond your grasp, because you can 

achieve anything you want. I am proof of it.  

 Last, as you continue on through life understand one last thing. Life 

doesn’t get any easier, it only gets harder. However, you get better at dealing 

with those challenges the older you get. Treat each new challenge as a 

learning experience, and move on from there. Admit when your wrong or 

when you don’t know something and often times things will work out better in 

the long run. Mistakes are ok, but repeating those mistakes isn’t.  



 Each of you should be proud of the accomplishments that you have 

achieved today. To the class of 2017 I will leave you with this final thought: 

When I was 18 years old, I had no idea what I wanted to do. All that I knew 

was that I was done with school and never wanted to return. Luckily I had 

people who I worked with who inspired me to better myself. Because of this I 

applied myself and worked to get admitted to the United States Military 

Academy. I was 22 at the time of my acceptance and was substantially older 

than most of my peers. Life is funny like that, because you have a thought of 

what your life is going to be like and then something happens that changes 

everything. Be flexible and learn to adapt to these changes and you will be 

fine. 

 Class of 2017 I offer my sincerest congratulations and best wishes. Good 

luck and I know you will all succeed.  

Cadet David Sundberg 
United States Military Academy 
West Point, NY 


