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Our desire and goal is for all who call Century Baptist their church home to be 
involved in a community life group, Bible study or missional community.  We 
believe one of the best ways to be fed and exhorted in our faith is to interact 
with the Sunday sermon. This guide is a tool to facilitate that interaction.

The purpose of this guide is for all groups, studies and communities to dive into 
the Sunday message through the study of Scripture together.  If you are not 
in a group, we encourage you to take the step of involvement in community 
around your faith and the pursuit of faith in Jesus.  This study guide can be 
used individually, however, the greatest benefit of growth in Scripture and faith 
comes when people are interacting together around Biblical truth and how God 
is at work in their lives.  

Contact Pastor Paul Herr at 223-0478 to learn more about sermon-based 
community life groups, missional communities, or leading and/or hosting a group. 
__________________________________________________________________

OPENING UP
Share about the hardest race or contest you ever took part in.

INTRO TO PHILIPPIANS
In our current culture, it would seem as though we are running low on 
encouragement.  Many seem to be fueled by the negativity and frustrations that 
exist all around us.  This, however, is not the way of Jesus.  The Apostle Paul writes 
the letter to the Philippians from a prison cell.  It is in this letter that he speaks 
words of encouragement back to a church that encourages him through the joy 
in their faith.  It is our prayer that this sermon series will draw YOU closer to Jesus, 
refilling your tank, and pressing you onward in Him. 

Read Philippians 3:12-16
What was one point or statement from the message that caught your attention, 
challenged or confused you?

In order to establish the context for verses 12-16, please take a minute and re-read 
Philippians 3:1-11.  

What was Paul warning his readers about in verse 2?

What was Paul’s main point in verses 3-6? 

In verse 7, what does Paul mean by the phrase ‘whatever gain I had’? 

How does the first half of verse 8 expand on his motivation for counting all of his 
gain as loss? 

What important theological statement does Paul make in verse 9 concerning the 
source and nature of his righteousness? 

In Romans 3:21-26, how does Paul expand on the source and nature of our 
righteousness? 

Read Romans 6:1-11.  How does Paul describe what it means to share in the power 
of Jesus’ resurrection and become like Him in His death? 

How does Romans 6:11 augment Paul’s proclamation that he counts everything 
as loss compared to Christ? 

In Philippians 3:12, what is Paul saying that he has not obtained?  How does he 
clarify this by adding the phrase ‘already perfect’? 

What is Paul’s primary motivation for pressing on? 

Look at the verbs that Paul uses in verses 13-14. List each one, and reflect on how 
they help us understand Paul’s fervency. 

What does Paul consider a sign of spiritual maturity in verse 15? 

What is Paul referring to in verse 16 when he says that we should hold true to 
what we have attained? 
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Sermon Series: Pastor Paul Nather
FUEL Century Baptist Church______________________________________________________________________

Get Busy Diving
Philippians 3:12-16

1. Press On

 

2. Press Out

3. Press In 

Sermon available at centurybaptist.org/sermons
Watch live at livestream.com/centurybaptist

GOSPEL CONNECTION
Understanding the Gospel requires an understanding of the source and nature 
of righteousness. Righteousness is required for entrance into God’s Kingdom. 
The Bible makes it abundantly clear that no one can achieve this righteousness 
on their own. One of the glories of the Gospel is that God does not leave us 
in despair, but He made a way for us to achieve the righteousness that He 
requires. At the moment of salvation, He takes away our sin and gives us the 
righteousness of Jesus in return. This righteousness is imputed, or credited, to 
us because of the substitutionary work of Jesus on the cross. This free gift is 
offered by the grace of God and received by faith. That is what Paul means by 
the righteousness that depends on faith.

PRAYER AND MEMORY VERSE  
“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.” Philippians 3:12 
(ESV)


