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Where We Get Our Joy From 
Philippians 1:3-7 

1. Thanksgiving  

2. Prayer 

3. Assurance 

4. Salutation 

Audio message available at https://centurybaptist.org/sermons 

https://centurybaptist.org/sermons


Sermon-Based Study 
For the week of September 20, 2020 

Our desire and goal is for all who call Century Baptist their church home to be involved in a 
community life group, Bible study or missional community.  We believe one of the best ways 
to be fed and exhorted in our faith is to interact with the Sunday sermon.  This guide is a tool 
to facilitate that interaction. 

The purpose of this guide is for all groups, studies and communities to dive into the Sunday 
message through the study of Scripture together.  If you are not in a group, we encourage you 
to take the step of involvement in community around your faith and the pursuit of faith in 
Jesus.  This study guide can be used individually, however, the greatest benefit of growth in 
Scripture and faith comes when people are interacting together around Biblical truth and how 
God is at work in their lives.   

Contact Pastor Paul Herr at 223-0478 with any questions and/or to learn more about sermon-
based community life groups, missional communities, or leading and/or hosting a group." 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING UP 

Share with the group some things in life that bring you deep joy.  

Intro to Philippians 
In our current culture, it would seem as though we are running low on encouragement.  
Many seem to be fueled by the negativity and frustrations that exist all around us.  This, 
however, is not the way of Jesus.  The Apostle Paul writes the letter to the Philippians from 
a prison cell.  It is in this letter that he speaks words of encouragement back to a church 
that encourages him through the joy in their faith.  It is our prayer that this sermon series will 
draw YOU closer to Jesus, refilling your tank, and pressing you onward in Him.  

Read Philippians 1:3-7 
What was one point or statement from the message that caught your attention, challenged 
or confused you? 



Notice that Paul begins this letter with thanksgiving to God for the church at Philippi in 
Philippians 1:3-4.  Read these passages and note how Paul begins some of his other 
letters. What is similar? What is different?  

Romans 1:8 

1 Corinthians 1:4 

Ephesians 1:15-16 

Colossians 1:3-4 

2 Timothy 1:3 

What does Paul state in Philippians 1:5 is the reason for his thanksgiving and joy?  

How does Philippians 4:14-16 help us understand the depth of this thanksgiving and joy? 

How does Galatians 3:3 help us understand what Paul means in Philippians 1:6 about God 
beginning a good work?  

How is Paul comforting his readers in Philippians 1:6 by telling them that God will bring His 
good work to completion?  How do the following verses help us understand God’s work in 
this way?  

Psalm 138:8 

Romans 8:28-30 

Ephesians 1:11-14 

1 Thessalonians 5:22 

Jude 1:24 

Based on Philippians 1:6, 1:10, and 2:16, what does Paul mean when he refers to the Day 
of Christ?  

Describe how Paul regards the Philippian church based on what he writes in Philippians 
1:7. 



GOSPEL CONNECTION 

Paul reminds the Philippians (and us) about the permanency of salvation and the 
assurance of God’s enduring work in the life of believers.  Once God starts the work in 
your life (saves you), He will finish that work. This does not give us license to treat 
salvation flippantly, or to coast through our Christian life. One who is saved will desire 
and determine themselves to work out their salvation (2:12) with the power of God 
working in them to keep them (2:13). The ‘golden chain’ of salvation cannot be broken 
(Romans 8:28-30). 

PRAYER AND MEMORY VERSE:     
Philippians 1:6 (ESV)
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ.


