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Mind the Gap 
Philippians 2:1-4 

1. Measure your blessings 

2.  Expand harmony  

3.  Reduce pride  

Audio message available at https://centurybaptist.org/sermons 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Sermon-Based Study 
For the week of October 25, 2020 

Our desire and goal is for all who call Century Baptist their church home to be involved in a 
community life group, Bible study or missional community.  We believe one of the best ways 
to be fed and exhorted in our faith is to interact with the Sunday sermon.  This guide is a tool 
to facilitate that interaction. 

The purpose of this guide is for all groups, studies and communities to dive into the Sunday 
message through the study of Scripture together.  If you are not in a group, we encourage you 
to take the step of involvement in community around your faith and the pursuit of faith in 
Jesus.  This study guide can be used individually, however, the greatest benefit of growth in 
Scripture and faith comes when people are interacting together around Biblical truth and how 
God is at work in their lives.   

Contact Pastor Paul Herr at 223-0478 with any questions and/or to learn more about sermon-
based community life groups, missional communities, or leading and/or hosting a group." 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING UP 

What are some common characteristics of people in your life who you would describe as 
humble.  

Intro to Philippians 
In our current culture, it would seem as though we are running low on encouragement.  
Many seem to be fueled by the negativity and frustrations that exist all around us.  This, 
however, is not the way of Jesus.  The Apostle Paul writes the letter to the Philippians from 
a prison cell.  It is in this letter that he speaks words of encouragement back to a church 
that encourages him through the joy in their faith.  It is our prayer that this sermon series will 
draw YOU closer to Jesus, refilling your tank, and pressing you onward in Him.  

Read Philippians 2:1-11 
What was one point or statement from the message that caught your attention, challenged 
or confused you? 



Make a list of the positive elements that Paul lists in Philippians 2:1. Reflect on what each of 
these means. 

According to the Apostle Paul in verse 2:2, how could the Philippians ‘complete his joy’?  
List all of the ways that Paul mentions, and describe what each of them means.  

How does Paul describe what humility looks like in Philippians 2:3-4?  

What does Paul mean in verse 2:5 when he says they should have ‘this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus’?  

In verse 2:6, what does it mean that Jesus ‘was in the form of God’? Why is the past tense 
‘was’ so important here?  

Since Jesus ‘did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped’, Paul writes that He 
‘emptied Himself by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.’  What 
does it mean that Jesus ‘emptied Himself’? What does it not mean?  

How does 2 Corinthians 8:9 help us understand how Jesus’ humility is applied to us?  

How does Paul dramatically illustrate Jesus’ humility in Philippians 2:8?  

How did Jesus’ humiliation become the grounds for his exaltation in verses 2:9-11?  

How does Philippians 2:1-11 and the following verses teach us about Jesus being truly God 
and truly Man? 

John 1:14-18 

Romans 8:1-4 

Galatians 4:4-7 



GOSPEL CONNECTION 

Jesus humbled Himself to death, even death on a cross.  The fact that He took on 
human flesh, lived a sinless life, and resisted every temptation that assailed Him is 
amazing in itself. But He also willingly laid down that perfect life, in our place, for our 
sins, so that we would not have to bear the punishment that we rightly deserved. Also, 
His resurrection and exaltation give us hope for new life now, and eternal life forever 
with Him.  Christ humbled Himself to do what we could not do, in order to provide for us 
something we could not earn, and give us a treasure we do not deserve.  

PRAYER AND MEMORY VERSE:     
Philippians 2:3–4 (ESV)
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.


