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Unhindered 
Matthew 4:12-17 

1. An uninterrupted mission 

2. An unlikely environment 

3. A straightforward message

Sermon-Based Study Guide 
// January 23, 2022 //

Matthew’s summary of Jesus’ preaching subject is extremely succinct. What 
does repent mean?  

What does Jesus mean when He refers to the Kingdom of Heaven?  

How is the Kingdom of Heaven at hand?  

How is this message from Jesus similar and different from John’s message in 
Matthew 3:1-3?  

Compare and contrast Matthew’s summary of Jesus’ message with Mark’s 
summary in Mark 1:15. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION 
There are two key aspects to true repentance: turning away from something 
and turning towards something. A sinner hears the Gospel, understands 
their sinfulness, and then turns away from their sin. They turn to the only 
one who can save them from the consequences of their sin and give them 
eternal life. Repentance is more than just feeling bad about sinning, or 
feeling bad about getting caught sinning. Repentance is a change of heart 
that rejects sin and embraces Jesus.  

APPLICATION 
A Christian experiences one big repentance and then many repeated 
repentances. Turning from sin and receiving Jesus as your Savior is the big 
one that must come first. Daily turning from sin and temptation to follow 
Jesus requires repeated effort. How do you respond to sin and temptation 
in your daily life? 

Prayer 
My merciful Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of life and faith that 
allows me to turn away from my sin and towards Jesus. Help me every day 
to walk in truth and righteousness and holiness as I reject the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil.  

Memory Verse 
Matthew 4:17 (ESV) 
17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 



Our desire and goal is for all who call Century Baptist their church  
home to be involved in a community life group, Bible study or missional 
community.  We believe one of the best ways to be fed and exhorted in our 
faith is to interact with the Sunday sermon. This guide is a tool to facilitate 
that interaction. 
The purpose of this guide is for all groups, studies and communities to dive 
into the Sunday message through the study of Scripture together.  If you are 
not in a group, we encourage you to take the step of involvement in 
community around your faith and the pursuit of faith in Jesus.  This study 
guide can be used individually, however, the greatest benefit of growth in 
Scripture and faith comes when people are interacting together around 
Biblical truth and how God is at work in their lives.   
Contact Pastor Paul Herr at 223-0478 to learn more about  
sermon-based community life groups, missional communities, or  
leading and/or hosting a group.  

Sermon-Based Community Life Group Study  
// January 23, 2022 //

OPENING UP 
Share about a time you moved as a family. How did you feel about it before 
and after you moved? How did God use you and your family during that time?  

Intro to Matthew 
Matthew, someone has said, followed Jesus—and took his pen with him. As a 
tax collector, he was used to writing and to gathering information together in 
a clear and ordered way. When Jesus called him to live the life of a disciple, 
Matthew (called Levi in other places) was destined to use his gifts to give us 
an ordered and carefully written account of who Jesus was and what he came 
to do. 
As a disciple himself, Matthew focuses on three things: the King whom 
disciples follow, the lifestyle his disciples follow and the way in which people 
become disciples. The identification of Jesus as a king draws us back into the 
Old Testament, to themes and predictions which find their fulfilment in his life 
and work. Jesus’ teaching, gathered by Matthew into five important teaching 
blocks, shows us what it means to be a follower and makes us ask ourselves 
whether we are following him. 
Matthew’s record was probably written not long before [70 AD], the year  
the Romans sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the temple. It has become the  
first canonical Gospel: the entrance door into the New Testament, a link 

between the two parts of our Bible. Its opening verse reaches back to 
Abraham; its closing verse stretches forward to the end of the age. The story 
Matthew tells us about Jesus is timeless, as relevant to the church in the 
twenty-first century as it  
was in the first. 
(Campbell, I. D. (2008). Opening up Matthew (p. 14). Leominster: Day One Publications.) 

Read Matthew 4:12-17 
What was one point or statement from the message that caught your 
attention, challenged or confused you? 

In Matthew 4:12-13, Matthew seems to be simply reporting Jesus’ movements 
around the region. But how do verses 14-16 inform us about why these 
details were important?  

What illustration does the prophet Isaiah use to describe the nature and 
ministry of Jesus (two times in verse 16)?  

Other New Testament writers use the same illustration for Jesus. How do the 
following verses help us understand Jesus as the Light of the World?  

John 1:1-9 
 

John 3:19-21 

John 8:12 

John 12:35-36 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 


