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Wondering about Wednesday Night
Dinners and Programs?

On the second Wednesday of each
month we will have a covered-dish dinner at
5:30pm, followed by a program at 6:30pm.
On Wednesday, September 13th, the
program will be presented by representatives
from Hidden Treasures Academy. Bring a
dish and learn about the awesome program
that we shelter under our roof.

New Sunday School Series Beginning
On Sunday, September 10th, the 117 Adult Sunday
School class is beginning the fall with a 6-week
study titled Moses, the Reluctant Prophet.  This is a
DVD series by Adam Hamilton.  The class meets

in room 117 at 9:15.  Please come and join us.  For any
questions about the class, please reach out to Paul and
Sharon McAnear. 

RUMMAGE SALE REPORT
The recent rummage sale raised over

$5,000, enabling our church to support
selected mission projects (of which you will
hear more about later).  Another outreach
of the event was that members of our
community could purchase items that
perhaps they couldn't otherwise afford . . . and we cleaned
some clutter from our homes/lives.  A bonus of the
event was to see our own congregation working together
on a common goal.
     Our thanks go out to all who contributed to the
success of the sale, especially our helpful and willing staff
members — Rick Kopituk, Janie Brooks,  Dennis
Stewart, and Melissa Brummitte. It took the entire
congregation to carry off such a large event.  For those
who offered the merchandise, to those who picked-up
donations, who organized and priced the items, who
carried the boxes to the gym, who worked the floor and
cash register during the sale, who furnished snacks and
lunch for the workers, who purchased the offerings, who
assisted in the clean up, and who prayed for the event to
be a blessing, we are very grateful and appreciative.  We
pledge to be good stewards of the raised funds.

- Committee on Missions & Community Outreach and 
the Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women Book Club

The next Presbyterian Women's Book
Club will meet Friday, September 22 at
6pm at the home of Judy Aiken.  The
book we will be discussing is The Whistler
by John Grisham. We expect our judges
to be honest and wise. Their integrity is
the bedrock of the entire judicial system.

We trust them to ensure fair trials, to protect the rights of
all litigants, to punish those who do wrong, and to
oversee the flow of justice. But what happens when a
judge bends the law or takes a bribe? 
  We will look forward to seeing you there and please
bring a dish to share - you are also welcome to bring a
friend!

Presbyterian Women's
2017-18 Bible Study

 In 2017-2018, our Presbyterian
Women’s group will use the Horizon’s Bible
study Who Is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens
Makes written by Judy Yates Siker.  It will be
a journey of our hearts and our minds to
expand our understanding of who Jesus was
and is.  Our journey will take us into Biblical
passages we cherish . . . with glimpses into the thoughts
of the Gospel writers, the apostle Paul, and the Hebrews.
We will study early Christian writings about Jesus that
were written later than the New Testament.  We will
explore Jewish and Muslim approaches to the identity of
Jesus.  We will try to understand the vision of Jesus held
by those whose cultural background differs from ours.
     All women of our congregation (and their guests) are
invited to join us on this journey.  Meetings are at 10:30
AM on the first Thursday of the month, September
through May, in the church parlor.  A $7 catered lunch
will follow each meeting in the Fellowship Hall.
     Shirley Culvern will start the series off on September
7th with the view of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. Come
join our journey and contemplate these views of Jesus. 
Let’s deepen our understanding of the question “Who Is
Jesus?”



We are in an interesting time.  The
world around us is changing. Sometimes in
some good ways, sometimes in some horrific
ways.  But it is changing. We're in a wonderful
and a difficult place at FPC.  We are led by the
ineffable God of the universe.  We are called to

bring God's love to this world.
When Grant Standefer was speaking, he mentioned a

church that was so irrelevant in its neighborhood that most
in the area didn't realize it existed.  Clearly, we aren't that. 
Workers in the area know they can come in here at lunch
and walk.  Athletes can come in and work out or run or play
ball.  Homeless people or simply people with problems at
home can come in and shower.  Businesses and local
organizations can come here for meetings and banquets. 
People can come into our sanctuary and just pray and be
with God.   People can use our facility for birthday parties
that they wouldn't have room for at their house. HTA exists
because of the deep generosity of FPC.  The Scouts have a
warm clean safe place to do their thing. People can contact
us for prayer.  C.O.P.E. has a warm place to feed hungry
people all winter long. The Red Cross will use us as a shelter
in the event of a crisis. The Community Choir has a bright
clean place to rehearse and perform. Children had a great
experience this past summer at our VBS.  M.A.T.S. helps
people in need get back on their feet, and we are a key part
of that.  We support activities at Central Services and Daily
Bread.

We have an abundance of resources here at FPC. 
Typically, God looks to small but committed groups,
sometimes even too small but committed individuals.  He
doesn't need large numbers.  It's too easy to lose sight of
that and feel overwhelmed to the point of paralysis. That's a
very dangerous point, because it can lead directly to
becoming irrelevant and insignificant in spite of having an
abundance of resources.  "I'm just one." "I'm too old."  "I'm
too small."  "I'm too slow." "I'm too sick." "I'm too . . . " 
You stop doing anything because you're only focused on
what you don't have, and you don't live into the abundance
that you do have.

Here's reality.  If you haven't been fed to lions, hung on
a cross, or been run through by gladiators, you aren't "to
anything" that can stop you from serving God.  If you can
read or hear this, you can do something for God.  It's up to
you.

Many children and even many adults can't read and need
a tutor to help them learn.  Can you read and talk and point
a little?  Guess what you can do!  There are families who
can't seem to get their finances together, often because
they've never been taught.  Many programs exist which train
people to teach money management.  Can you read and do
basic addition and subtraction?  Guess what you can do! 
There are people - often under aged young girls - being
trafficked right in our area, and signs and pamphlets can be
put into public restrooms that tell them how to secretly get
help.  Can you walk into a bathroom holding some little
pamphlets?  Guess what you can do!!  There are people in
our area who, through illness or injury, can't cut their grass. 

Can you cut your own grass?  Guess what you can do! There
are individuals who are on the verge of suicide and need to
talk.  Can you answer a phone?  Guess what you can do!
There are families in crisis who need mentors or even just
an ear to listen.  Do you have ears?  Guess what you can do! 
There are people who would love to get out into the
community but aren't in the best of health and/or don't
have transportation.  Can you drive?  Guess what you can
do!  I'm just getting started.  The list could go on and on
and on and on!!  Where could you do some of this -
tutoring, mentoring, listening, walking, gathering pamphlets
to distribute?  Do you know of a nice large clean safe
building in the area that you have access to?  Guess
what(read the second paragraph of this article)

Some people struggle with being overweight.  In some
real cases, there are medical disorders or medication effects
that cause this.  But often, it's not a "curse of fat," it's the
blessing of an abundance of food used selfishly for
immediate gratification.  What if part of your abundance was
used to help a hungry child? (There are many in our region)
Or it's an abundance of time spent selfishly sitting around
watching tv or looking at Facebook.  What if you used part
of your abundance of time actively helping others?

Each and every one of you has an abundance of
something that you can share and bring to the world to
show God's love and greatness.  There are people who will
willingly and actively die for what they believe in.  Will you
willingly and actively live for what you believe in?  I'm not
asking you to strap on a bomb for God.  But are you willing
to tutor somebody? Or distribute signs or flyers to fight
trafficking?  Will you teach someone to manage money
wisely?  Will you drive somebody somewhere? Visit
somebody?  Bring the love of Christ to a prisoner? Will you
lead a workshop working to end some form of evil or
injustice? Will you simply give time to help keep our church
building open and safe so we don't become an irrelevant
church?

It's all up to you.  The relevance of our church in the
community is totally up to you.  Not the other person.  Not
the richer person, or the stronger person, or the healthier
person, or the smarter person, or the younger person, or the
whatever person.  It's up to you.  You decide not based on
what others are or are not doing, but solely on what you can
do with what you've been given.  What we have at FPC in
space AND PEOPLE is desperately needed by a hurting
world.  You decide what to do with it.

Rick Kopituk



I.  Be patient with YOURSELF
II.  Be patient with OTHERS

III.  Be patient with GOD

(The Mission and Community Outreach Committee)

Men’s Breakfast 
Join us as we work through the New
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the Bible that
outlines its literary design and main ideas, showing you
how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We meet
Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

Community Cash
 Food City & Ingles cards are available. 
Thank you to all who continue to support
our Mission efforts.  See the Mission
Committee (Mark Holtkamp) on Sundays or
Janie during the week.  We make 5% on all

the cards we sell and you get 100% of what you give us. 
You can use the cards for anything sold in the
respective store.  It's like a win-win-win. 

RightNow Media
We live in a media-based society and hope
you will find this new media tool a blessing. 
RightNowMedia (RNM) is like a Netflix of
Christian videos, movies, conferences, etc. 
RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life
Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for
Teenagers, Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men,
Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership, Christian
Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies on
Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach,
Studies on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery,
Studies for College & Singles, and lots more.

Church Office and Family Life Center closed for Labor
Day  - Monday, September 4

Presbytery Meeting at Holston Presbytery Camp -
Tuesday, September 5

Wednesday Night Covered Dish - September 13
Church Office and Family Life Center closed for

Thanksgiving - Thursday & Friday, Nov. 23 & 24
Christ the King Sunday - November 26
Presbytery Meeting at Watauga Avenue PC -

December 5
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 7
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25 (every year)



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
  

  

 RegularThursday Schedule

7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater 

8:30am HTA

Noon Al-Anon, 201c

4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301

6pm Cub Scouts, 301

7pm Boy Scouts, 301  

 1

8:30am HTA

2

3

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

4 Office & FLC Closed 5

8:30am HTA
9am Presbytery
6pm Scouts’ Round  Table, FH

6

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers 
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

7

Regular Schedule (See Above)
10:30am PW, 205 & FH
6pm Worship, Choir Suite

8

8:30am HTA

9

10

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

11

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

12

8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
6pm Building Grounds, 201c
7pm Scouts’ District, 301

13

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers 
5:30pm Mission Comm, 201c
5:30pm Covered Dish Dinner
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Program
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

14

Regular Schedule (See Above)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

15

8:30am HTA

16

17

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

18

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 

Noon Session Packet Deadline

7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

19

8:30am HTA

20

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers 
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

21

Regular Schedule (See Above)

22   8:30am HTA

Noon Newsletter Deadline

6pm PW Book Club at the
home of Judy Aiken

23

24 Five Cents-A-Meal

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

5pm Session, 201a

25

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

26

8:30am HTA

27

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers 
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

28

Regular Schedule (See Above)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

29

8:30am HTA

30



Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Janice Morgan 1
Carol Collins 2
Michael Cleary 3
Elizabeth Campbell 4
David Tilson 10
Joe Hadden 11
Leland White 12
Deborah Sanders 14
Pete Barile 14
Sami Barile 15
Buddy Fielder 15
Sandy Storms 15
Sharon McAnear 22
Frank Dafferner 22
Darlene Britton 23
Abbe Craine 24
Otis Sawyer 26
D. O. Ratcliff 27
Kathy Stewart (Event Co-ordinator) 22
Anna Howell 28
Marsha Cleary 29
Chris Duby 29

A Heartfelt Thank You!
Amy, Logan, and I are so
overwhelmed by your
continued blessings and
generous hearts.  Our

final Sunday at FPC was a great
celebration of our ministry here and the
continued ministry of FPC.  We offer
our humble thanks for your kind words,
various expressions of love, and the
great reception.  May God guide us all
as we walk forward.  

—Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Need a Daily Devotional?
The Congregational Care
Committee provides regular
and large print copies of The
Upper Room daily devotions. Pick one up
today for September and October from
the magazine rack outside the Minister's
office.

Let's Get Moving!

The Presbyterian Women's
exercise group is still
meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10am
upstairs in the children's
area.  All you need is an exercise ball
(there are 2 available in the workout
room) and a beach towel or yoga mat. 
It also helps if you like to laugh a lot. 
We would like to invite any women who
have not been coming to try us out.  We
hope to see you there!
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