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This is the year of our sesquicentennial  - 150 years of loving and

serving the Lord.

Can you believe our church, First Presbyterian Church of
Morristown, has been in existence for 150 years?  Yes, we will
celebrate our sesquicentennial this year.  FPC was organized on

May 18, 1867.  We are putting together a Sesquicentennial Celebration
Committee.  We thought it would be fun to celebrate all year with lots of
activities, but of course we need your help.  Becky Jo Moles is our lead person on
the SCC (Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee) so call or email her if you are
interested in being a part of this great celebration.
Becky Jo Moles (423-200-6906 or bjmoles@netzero.net) or you can call the
church office, (423-586-4281)
Remembering and Celebrating:

What is going to happen? We need you to help us decide that, but here are a
few things that have been talked about: a play re-enacting our history, a
community celebration, worship service and ice cream social at Bethesda Pres.
(where this all got started), a worship/homecoming where we invite relatives of
former pastors, members and family who have moved away, we might even invite
the Moderator of the denomination!!! And our brothers and sisters in the
presbytery.  We could have  ‘Moments for history’ throughout the year reminding
us of some hallmarks of our history, and whatever else you can think of to help
us celebrate.

Reaching out and Giving Back:
FPC has always been involved with helping others in this community. Many

of the wonderful helpful agencies were started by Presbyterians. Did you know
Walter State College held classes here before they had a campus?   We want to
honor our tradition of service  by giving back during this year of celebration. 
Wouldn’t it be great to do 150 acts of service?  We could challenge each other to
do 150 acts of kindness in the coming year.  We might hold a contest where we
think of one or two big projects we could do for our community, like provide a
wi fi hotspot at the Farmers Market for those who can’t afford a connection at
home, or a charging station at the Library for people who don’t have a home and
place to plug in their phones, or a community wash day, or a Habitat for
Humanity House, or whatever you can come up with.  I think it would be fun to
have a contest where we vote on which project we want to sponsor and the vote
would be counted by pennies collected in giant jars. The donations could kick-
start the funding for the project.

Giving Thanks
No celebration would be complete without giving thanks to God for all that

God has done for us and through us over the years.  How could we organize
collectively an expression of thanks?  Maybe people could write about a  special
memory or a person for whom they are grateful, a Sunday School teacher, a
Stephen Minister, a special friend.  We might create a video or special book for
our Sesquicentennial.

The possibilities are endless but this could be a real time of unity for us, so I
invite you to put your thinking caps on and start brainstorming about ways we
can honor God through this celebration.  

Because of Him,

Gary

I would imagine there have been moments in all of our
lives when we questioned why certain things happened.  These are
not usually moments when things are going well or desirable, but

instead these are typically moments when life has given us less than we desired. 
Maybe it was the loss of a job, the passing of a loved one, the hardships within a
relationship, a poor grade at school, a negative note from the bank, some sort of
natural disaster - the list goes on.  There are times in life when life is not much
fun (to put it kindly).  I can't help but think of the proverbial question, "Why
does God allow bad stuff to happen to good people?"

Amy, my wife, has a good friend named Ginger.  The two of them knew each
other in high school and were later roommates at Covenant College in
Chattanooga.  Amy and Ginger have remained close.  To make a long story short,
Ginger is married to Dan and they now live outside Chicago, in the town where
Dan grew up.  Dan and Ginger have two children, with their third due in
November.  Their eldest is an adorable son named Brouwer who will be four in
November.  Shortly before his third birthday, Brouwer was diagnosed with
cancer.  He has a tumor which doctors have determined is inoperable.  Really
God?

When I was about eight years old one of my friends, his younger brother,
and father were all killed in a boating accident.  To this day, my parents say the
funeral service is the saddest moment of their lives.  Really God?  Another of my
friends drowned during a Spring Break trip with friends, a couple months before
graduating from UCLA.  Really God?  

I am sure we could all think of multiple examples of circumstances that made
us question what God was doing?  Where was God when the bad thing
happened?  Why didn't God answer my prayers that I prayed so hard?  How
could a loving God allow these things to happen to people tho love Him?  Really

God?
I share these thoughts this month not to give you a profound answer, but to

say that we are not alone in these feelings.  Within our church, within your family,
within your circle of friends, people throughout the ages have experienced
feelings of frustration with God.  There are many examples of people within the
Bible, especially in the Psalms, where people are frustrated, upset, mad, confused,
and many other ill feelings with God.  

A faith journey with God is frequently described as a relationship.  Someone
might ask, "How is your relationship with God," or "How is your walk with God
going?"  It is my estimation that all relationships experience highs and lows. 
There are moments of exhilaration and times of hurt, and many feelings in
between.  If our interaction with God is a relationship, why would we not expect
to have these feelings as well?  We are not the first to be frustrated with God, and
likely not the last, but I believe the important part of faith is how we respond to
these feelings of frustration.  We could get mad, turn our back on God, and walk
away (this is not the right answer), or we can express our frustration, through
prayer or some other medium, and continue to work though the difficult times
with God.  Many of our hurts will not go away, but a relationship with God is the
ultimate answer for eternity.  Share your thoughts, feelings, pains . . . God is big
enough to hear them.  Ask for understanding, peace, help, and then let God be
God.  Things in this life may not turn out the way you want them, but a
relationship with God leads to an eternity of the best feelings you could imagine. 
May God allow us to walk alongside our brothers and sisters in the midst of life's
challenges.

-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Live your life in such a way that

 people question their disbelief

Christianity seems to be declining in popularity in the
US.  Overwhelmingly, most Christians are not gangsters or killers or drug dealers
or whatever. But, a nonbelieiver once pointed out to me how many "Christians'"
lives seem completely unchanged by Christ.  Many are shallow, selfish, petty,
argumentative, and judgmental.  Many show up to church primarily interested in
getting what they want and having it their way.  And people see that and question
what good is this religion thing?

We've all heard the saying "Be in the world, but not of the world."  That only
goes so far.  David Mathis has suggested that we need to revise that to "Be not of
the world, but sent into the world."  That removes our removal from the troubles
of this world.

If our only concern is that we aren't of the world that makes our primary
concern ourselves.  As long as I'm not doing "worldly things" I'm fine.  I'm not
breaking rules.  Fundamentally that is an "it's all about me" attitude. 

But the Christian life is so much more than "me obeying the 'don't' rules." 
Yes, I get that we're not supposed to sin. That's true. If God said don't, then
don't.  But God also said a lot of "do's."  A whole lot of "do's."  And it is the
"do's" that truly cause our lives to look different, and it's the "do's" that Christ
called us to.

Ok, so you don't steal or kill or do drugs. That's good, but really only
meaningful to you and God.  That's for you so you don't ruin your life.  But it
doesn't really help anyone else.  It shows nothing to those looking at you that
indicate anything other than you're someone who follows rules to avoid
punishment or trouble.  In fact, many and maybe most of the early Christians
were in trouble and punished for their faith.  Including Jesus Himself.  So Christ's
calling clearly isn't about not being in trouble or not getting punished.

The Christian life will be messy. It can be painful. It can take everything
you've got. (And actually it should).   But when people see you struggling and
suffering and sacrificing, not for yourself, that looks different to everyone in the
world.  That starts people questioning why.  And in many and probably most
cases, it will at some level start the thought "maybe there's something more to
this Christianity thing than a bunch of rules."

One sacrificial act may not - or may - convict somebody of the reality of
God's love through Christ.  But when the whole church looks different, people
will be drawn in to find out why.  So live Christ boldly outside of yourself with
strength to show Christ, not weakly inside yourself to avoid discomfort.

Rick K opituk

Wednesday Nights
Dr. Travis Williams, Assistant Professor of Religion at Tusculum

College, returns for a four-week series, Miracle-Worker, Magician, or
More? Examining the Healings and Exorcisms of the Historical Jesus. Join us
Wednesdays in September (7, 14, 21, & 28) from 6:30-7:30pm.
Dinner service is from 5:30-6:30.  Please sign-up for dinner with
Janie by 4pm Monday. 



WHAT: Presbyterian Women Fall Dinner & 2016-2017 Bible Study Kick-off
WHEN: Sunday, September, 18, 2016 at 6 PM
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
COST: $10-tickets on sale in the Narthex on Sundays (starting Aug. 21st) or in

church office on weekdays
WHO: All ladies of the church and their guests
LESSON:  Birthing Waters-Creation

Led by Druanna Overbay and her guests Cyndi and Christy Tillery,
authors of the "Appalachian Journey" series

Men’s Breakfast 
Beginning Thursday, September 1 as we jump into Reel to Real: Of Fish and Men, showing
us there's more to fishing than catching a fish.  In this four-week study we will listen in as
five guys talk about temptations, trophy catches, the one that got away, and that day when
the fishing season finally ends-for all of us.  We meet at 7am in the theater. 

Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work!  Our Community
Cash program is like a win-win.  You buy groceries and Food
City/Ingles gives us money for mission work.  I know you are
still buying groceries, getting gas, and possibly filling
prescriptions in the respective pharmacy.  Why not use one of
our convenient cash cards and help the youth make 5% to use

for our mission efforts?  We have both Food City and Ingles cards available and
have sold over 83,915 in cards, totaling over $4,195 in proceeds for Youth
Missions.  Community Cash cards can be used for any item sold in the respective
grocery store.  As you do your shopping for food, get gas for your errands, or
anything else at Ingles/Food City, please remember us.  You can get cards from
the youth at the table in the Gathering Hall on Sundays or from Kyle during the
week.

The trip of a lifetime -

Come and walk where Jesus walked: 
I am planning on leading a group on a trip to the HOLY LAND  in
2017 and I would love for you to join us. The basic details are this:

DATE:    February 6, 2017 (this is an 11-day trip)
COST:    $2898   (a $600 registration is due to claim your spot, 
second deposit of $1200 due 10/24/16 and final payment due 11/23/16). (There
is an additional add of fee of $348 to fly from Knoxville; $298 from Atlanta).
Here is the best way for you to take a look at the trip. Do a web search for
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. Click on the website and scroll down
to FIND A TRIP; Scroll down to HOLY LAND (see tours); Scroll to the trip
titled JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE 20b17 (you can click on the daily
itinerary and see what we will see each day). The departure date for our trip will
be FEBRUARY 6, 2017. Let me know if you are interested.
(revfpc@gmail.com). You will need my host # to register - #43290. I have some
paper brochures if you want one. This trip takes place right before Lent and
Easter.  You will never have a more meaningful experience. I look forward to
being a part of something that will change your life forever.

Presbyterian Women Fall Dinner

and Bible Study

Come to the Waters is the Presbyterian Women Bible Study
for 2016-2017.  The rich imagery of water throughout the Bible
helps us understand and articulate our faith.  There are 800
references to water in the scriptures. Just as water nourishes
our bodies,  so does the scriptures on water nourish our souls. 
Water plays a central role in the stories of scripture, from the
chaotic waters of creation, to the River of Life in Revelation,
where chaos is no more. Along with the water references, each
lesson also focuses on a theological theme such as justice,

forgiveness, compassion, or hope. The kick-off lesson will take place at the PW
Fall Dinner on September 18th at 6 PM.  From October through May the Bible
study will occur on the first Thursday morning of each month at 10:30 AM,
followed by a catered lunch.  A new twist this year includes a different PW
member taking responsibility for the Bible lesson each month.
     The Presbyterian Women ask all ladies of the congregation to prayerfully
consider attending our Bible study this year.  It will enable us to learn more about
God and how God would have us live our lives.
     Our guests at the Presbyterian Women's fall Bible study dinner use the
pseudonym CC Tillery.  CC Tillery is for two sisters, both authors, who came
together to write the story of their great-aunt Bessie in the Appalachian Journey
book series.  Tillery is their maiden name and the C's stand for their first initials. 
One C is Cyndi.  The other C is Christy.  They will share Bessie's experiences at
Dorland-Belle Institute, a Presbyterian Women's Mission School during the
1890's in Hot Springs, NC, where Bessie's love of learning, 
teaching, gardening, healing, storytelling, and God was born

Janice Morgan 1
Carol Collins 2
Michael Cleary 3
Jody Spivey 6
David Tilson 10
Joe Hadden 11
Leland White 12
Deborah Sanders 14
Pete Barile 14
Sami Barile 15
Buddy Fielder 15
Sandy Storms 15
Tyler Lucas 16
Rob Musick 16
Mary Hadden 18
Kyle Schmidt 21
Sharon McAnear 22
Frank Dafferner 22
Elise Oakes 22
Kathy Stewart (Event Coordinator) 22
Darlene Britton 23
Abbe Craine 24
Otis Sawyer 26
D. O. Ratcliff 27
Luke Whiteside 27
Anna Howell 28
Marsha Cleary 29
Chris Duby 29

ANNIVERSARIES
Barbara & Gerald Kirby  3
Bill & Mary Lynn Bales 6
Mark & Polly Holtkamp 8
John & Kelley Simpson 18
Joe & Mary Hadden 29

Office Volunteers  Needed 

Office volunteers are needed to answer the phone and greet visitors
to the church office when Janie is out. Fill out the form below and

drop it in the offering plate or call Janie in the church office.

OFFICE VOLUNTEER

NAME:                                                         

PHONE:                                                        

Upper Room Devotionals 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals are available on the wall display beside Gary’s office for
any member who would like one.

The  Sanctuary  Flower Chart 
Help!!!! October and November sanctuary flower dates are still available!
Check the flower chart outside the church office, write your name on the date
you want and leave a check for $35 in the church office. Thanks so much to
everyone who has honored or remembered someone with flowers this year.

Peanut Butter and Jelly

for the B&G Club

 The Church is once again collecting peanut butter and jelly for
the kids at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club. The collection box is located
in the church office. Thanks to everyone who helped with this
project last year!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater 
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
5pm Sunshine Ambassadors, 119/126
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301      
7pm N.A., 201b   

  1

Regular Schedule (See Above)

6pm Worship, Choir Suite 

2

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b  

3

4
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
1pm Underground Youth

5 Office & Family Life Center

Closed

6
Presbytery at Holston Camp

8:30am HTA
7pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

7

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

8

Regular Schedule (See Above)

3pm Nominating Comm, 117
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

9

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b  

10

11

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am CE, 201a
1pm Underground Youth

12

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

13
8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

14

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

15

Regular Schedule (See Above)

16

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b  

17

18  8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
1pm Underground Youth
6pm Presbyterian Women Fall
        Dinner  

19
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 

Noon Session Packet Due

6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

20

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

21

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

22
Regular Schedule (See Above)

Noon Newsletter Deadline

6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

23

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b  

24

25 Five Cents-a-Meal Offering

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am Session 
1pm Underground Youth

26

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

27

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

28

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

29

Regular Schedule (See Above)
10am PW Council, 301b

30

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b  

 



Think before you speak.
Speak from a

God-filled heart.

Right Now Media

We live in a media-based society and hope you will find this
new media tool a blessing.  RightNowMedia (RNM) is like a
Netflix of Christian videos, movies, conferences, etc.  There
is no cost to you as the youth's mission funds are picking up
the fee.  RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life

Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for Teenagers, Studies
on Marriage, Studies for Men, Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership,
Christian Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies on Biblical
Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach, Studies on Evangelism, Studies
about Recovery, Studies for College & Singles, and lots more.  We truly
believe there is something for everyone as we seek to strengthen our bond
with Jesus.  RNM is also being used as an evangelistic tool.  With the
youth picking up the fee, we are able to offer this ministry tool to any of
our friends, family, co-workers, etc. that we/you desire.  I know that with
any new technology there are growing pains, adjustments that cause
frustration, and a wonder how this will benefit me.  We ask you to give
RNM a try, poke around, and let us know what you think.  We are
committed to RNM for a year and will then reevaluate.  If you would like
to get someone added to the "Invite" list, please email their contact info
(Name and email address) to fpcunderground@me.com and I will get
them added.  If you have any questions, please let me know. Please let me
know of any questions or problems you encounter.  May God be with us
in all we do.

Dates for

Your Calendar

First Sunday of Two Worship Services - September 4
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Camp - September 6
October 31 - Trunk or Treat
Daylight Saving Tim Ends - November 6
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 1
Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6
Music Sunday - December 11
Christmas Dinner - December 14
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Worship - December 25

Birthday Card Blitz 

Ann Howell will turn 100 years young on September 28. FPC would like to send Anna 100 birthday cards by her birthday. If you
would like to help, bring your card to the church office or mail it to Anna Howell, 411 Broadwater Circle, Anderson, SC  29626-6537.
If you need a birthday card, we have some available in the church office. Anna will love hearing from her FPC family! Thank you in
advance for making Anna's birthday so memorable.


