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On October 14th, the Christian Education
Committee invites everyone to the Se c o n d
Su n d ay Lu n c h e o n in the Fellowship Hall
following the 10:30am worship service. On the
menu is Gazpacho (a Spanish style soup made
from tomatoes and other vegetables and spices,
served cold), chicken tortilla soup, salad bar, bread, homemade croutons, and
crackers, homemade cake and cookies w/ice cream and toppings . Please plan
to attend and make your reservations on the friendship pad or call Janie in the church
office. Donations will be accepted but not necessary (a basket will be in the
Fellowship Hall). Plan to join us each month on the Second Sunday for
fellowship, food and fun.

Luncheon

VARDY COMMUNITY FIELD TRIP
The Presbyterian Women, inspired by our fall dinner
speaker Dr. Katie Vande Brake, are sponsoring a trip to the
Vardy Community on Thursday, Oct. 11th, leaving at 10am.
Th e c o n g re g atio n is in v ite d to jo in u s . Chet
LaFountaine will be driving the church bus. DruAnna
Overbay will be our tour guide. She has first-hand knowledge of the
Melungeon community as she grew up and was educated in Vardy. We will
stop at Subway in Sneedville for everyone to buy their own picnic lunch to
take and enjoy on our tour, or you could pack your own lunch. A fun time of
fellowship and learning are expected. If you would like to go, please make a
reservation with Janie in the church office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

First Presbyterian Church
600 W Main Street
Morristown, TN

The Presbyterian Women are supporting Operation
Christmas Child shoe box drive again this year. For $25,
Samaritan's Purse will pack and ship one shoe box. The
deadline for contributions is Monday, November 12. The
Presbyterian Women have pledged 40 boxes. If you would
like to add to this amount with a personal check, make it out to Presbyterian
Women re Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes and place it in the Sunday
offering plate or turn it into Janie in the church office.

Dear Friends,
It is hard for me to realize we have been together as congregation and pastor for a year. Thank you
for the multitude of ways you have been a blessing to me in ministry here in Morristown. The Session
has extended my contract with you for six months, which means I will be with you through Easter
Sunday-the end of April.
Your Pastor Nominating Committee is hard at work searching for your next pastor. They are
beginning this week to have Skype interviews with some candidates. Your PNC is doing excellent work
and remains grateful for your continued prayers as the committee continues its work.
For now, however, the fall season is on us with football games, the leaves beginning to show their color, temperatures
falling a bit, stewardship season, and special church activities.
• We begin October with World Communion on October 7th. World Communion Sunday is a gift of the
Presbyterian Church to the larger ecumenical church. The first celebration occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 where Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr served as pastor. World Communion Sunday
grew out of the Division of Stewardship at Shadyside. It was their attempt to bring churches together in a service
of Christian unity-in which everyone might receive both inspiration and information, and above all, to know how
important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congregation is interconnected one with another. It was
during the Second World War that the spirit caught hold, because we were trying to hold the world together.
World Wide Communion symbolized the effort to hold things together, in a spiritual sense. It emphasized that we
are one in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was adopted
as a denominational practice in the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936.
• On October 9th we've got the fall congregational care committee's Patio Tailgate's Barbecue Lunch at 11:30am.
• The CE committee's Second Sunday Lunch on October 14 at 11:45.
• On October 30th is the second Addiction Summit at 6pm with Dr. Monty Burks, Director of Special Projects for
the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.
I hope you will be able to attend all of these special events!
Blessings, Merri

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S GENERAL MEETING
The Presbyterian Women will continue their Bible study of the New Testament book of Hebrews on
Thursday, Oct. 4th at 10:30am in the Ladies' Parlor. Dottie Smith will lead our study. Our lunch plans
have changed. Wanda's new work schedule prevents her from preparing our lunch. Therefore, following
the October Bible study, we plan to travel to O'Charley's for a dutch-treat lunch.
Lesson Notes: In our last gathering, the author of our Bible study puts Jesus at the center of this
letter, as the foundation (the unshakable bedrock) of our faith individually and of our religious
community. Hebrews emphasizes 1) that Jesus is identified as fully human and fully divine and 2) that
Jesus is our Great High Priest in the order of Melchizedek. We look to Christ as a constant, stable
force---a force of righteousness and peace, a source of security and strength, who welcomes us into God's presence with
confidence and hope.
In the October lesson entitled "In Community with the Living God," we'll see that Hebrews reaches back to some of
the most important texts of the Jewish faith and brings them forward with new interpretations for a persecuted 1st
century Christian audience, as well as for modern day faith communities. Biblical passages that are specifically mentioned
include Hebrews 1:1-4; Exodus 3: 1-7; Exodus 19:16-25; Hebrews 12: 18-24; 8:10; and Jeremiah 31: 31-34.
Questions to which to give thought:
*What view of God do these passages create for you?
*Is there a particular image used in our modern-day faith that helps describe the way God is active in our
community?
*How are God's covenants written on our hearts?
*What are some ways you can demonstrate the "living covenant" in the communities (family, neighborhood,
workplace, etc.) in which you participate?
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T h e Hy m n s We Sin g – te xt an d tu n e
It has often been said that music carries the message of text – and this can certainly be said of the
hymns we sing. You probably even know a lot of scripture because of its musical setting; think
especially of Handel’s Messiah. On Facebook this week I came across one of those quizzes which I
could hardly wait to take. It was a quiz about hymns in which a random phrase was presented and you
were required to “name that hymn.” It was lots of fun! Of course I scored 100%, and I would guess
that you would make a similarly high score. The really special part of participating in this was that
those tunes stayed with me all afternoon, and all that was in the quiz were words.
Let’s give it a try. Here are some random hymn phrases – name that hymn.
1) All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea...
2) Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.
3) Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
4) He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
5) All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth.
6) O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
I hope this brought a smile to your face as you recognized these hymns. If you are stumped, ask a friend; or ask me.
I’ll play “name that hymn” anytime.
Deborah

Hello FPC Family,
Rick and I want to thank each of you for your caring send off. We were blessed by the many kind
words and generous gifts we received and are grateful for your continued offers of support. To our music
family a HUGE thank you for the amazing recliner couch. It is a dream come true and brings much
comfort after a long day or long shift! We think of you often as we settle in for a relaxing evening. Rare but
it does happen!
Thornwell is treating us well and we are quickly falling in love with the children. We are still in transition, filling in for
Family Teachers on maternity leave or medical leave. We hope to be assigned to a permanent cottage by November.
Along with our transition to Thornwell came Hurricane Florence. Rick's parents rode out the storm in our townhouse
while we were on duty. Their town was flooded but praise God their house is fine.
Our kids are doing great! Wesley got a wonderful job in the office of graduate studies for the Diplomacy Department.
It is a four-year position and includes free tuition his fifth year for his masters. What a blessing! Anna has been voted
Rookie of the Week twice now and her goal is to receive Rookie of the Year. We just spent a weekend in RI and CT
watching her play. RJ just returned from England with The Afters and continues to thrive at The Grove.
God is good! We hope this finds FPC doing well and moving forward. Please know you have a standing invitation to
come visit!
Blessings,
Rick and Polly
800 Cedar St. Apt. 6
Clinton, SC 29325
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PW Ongoing Missions

Bags for Daycare: Please
continue to bring your plastic
bags to the office this summer
for Fran Kooles to donate to
daycare. They appreciate all the
bags they have received from
FPC.
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Shower Items Needed:
Donations of soap, shampoo,
towels, wash cloths, feminine
products, etc. are needed to give
to people using the showers at
the church. Bring your donations
to the church office.
Soup Labels: A collection
container (a large Campbell’s
Soup can) is located in the old
kitchen (room 201a) for the
congregation to place their soup
labels. A list of other products
whose labels can also be used to
trade for various equipment can
be found by the collection
container. ALPS is the recipient
of the labels.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301

1
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

2
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting
6pm Scouts’ Round Table,
FH

3
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5:30pm Mission Comm.
6pm Worship Ensemble
7pm Sanctuary Choir

4
8:30am HTA
10:30am PW, 205 & FH
Noon Al-Anon, 201c

5
8:30am HTA
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7
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am Worship Comm

8 8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

9 8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting
10:30am Cong Care, FH
11:30am Patio Tailgate, FH
6pm Building Grounds, 201c
7pm Scouts’ District, 301

10
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7pm Sanctuary Choir

11
8:30am HTA
10am Field trip to Vardy
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

12

13

14
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am 2nd Sunday Lunch

15
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

16
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting

17
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7pm Sanctuary Choir

18
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c

19
8:30am HTA

20

21
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

22
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Session Info Due
5pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

23
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting

24
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Newsletter Deadline
6pm Worship Ensemble
7pm Sanctuary Choir

25
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
10am PW Council, 305
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

26
8:30am HTA

27

28
Five Cents-a-Meal Offering
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

29
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

30
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting
6-8pm Addiction Summit 2,
gym

31
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7pm Sanctuary Choir

11:45am Session
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8:30am HTA

6

7

