First Presbyterian Church
600 W. Main Street
Morristown, TN 37814

Halloween/ All Saints/Souls Day
Have you ever wondered where the
celebration of Halloween came from?
AND How it connects to All Saints
Day?
They both have their roots in an ancient Gaelic festival.
For us, Halloween is a time to dress up like ghost
goblins, monsters and scary things and eat lots of
candy. Oh there is a princess here and there and a few
super heros and Disney characters, but mostly we see
witches and ghostly things. It is not uncommon to see
Halloween candy and decorations in the store right
beside Christmas decorations. What in the world is the
world coming to?
Well actually, most all of the Christian holidays or
festivals actually started out as pagan holidays or
festivals. That can perhaps be most clearly seen with
Halloween and All Saints Day.
"In Ireland this day was called Asum-ahem, and in
Scotland it was Halloween. The catholic church has a
holiday to coincide with Halloween which is called All
Souls Day or All Saints Day and it is a feast of the
Dead. In the Roman church it can be traced to another
pagan holiday called Far-e-lah which was an ancient
Roman holiday that honored the dead.
When the church came to Rome, they were very
aware of the ancient pagan celebrations and they knew
if they tried to take them away the people would revolt.
So, instead, they tried to lay Christian meanings over
the already popular pagan celebrations. Halloween
became All Souls Day, the Mid Winter solstice
celebration became Christmas, the festival celebrating
the spring solstice became Easter.” (Warnke)
Most of us agree that Christ was not born on Dec.
25, however that was a big Pagan Winter Festival. They
would do things like cut a large evergreen and bring it
to the village and place candles on it. The light would
be a reminder that the long dark days of winter would
soon come to an end. The people would wear holly and
evergreens as a sign of continued life even though
every thing was dead in the winter, they would pray to
the god of nature for life to return. It was fairly easy to
place religious meanings on these rituals and see Christ
as the light that comes into the darkness, and the one
who brings new life out of death. Even things like gift-
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giving have their roots in ancient practices. But the
Christians reminded us that not only did the Magi bring
gifts to the baby Jesus, but Jesus was the gift to all
human kind in that he was and is the savior of the
world.
The same is true with Easter. That was the spring
celebration. Eggs are a Babylonia tradition. They
believed their chief goddess Tye used eggs to give birth
to their chief god every year. He would live and die
every year and each year Tye would give birth to him
by laying a colored egg. So to remind themselves of this
great miracle, they would give themselves colored eggs,
and that is where the idea of exchanging Easter eggs
came from. Eggs not only symbolize new life, but
fertility and growth of a new season. It is easy to see
how Christians can tie in the message of the
resurrection and new life we find in Christ. That was
sort of an easy transition.
Halloween has been a bigger challenge for the
church. Although it is just a fun thing to us, it is one of
the holidays that has kept most of its pagan
connotations. I’ll give you some examples. Since fall is
the beginning of winter and the season of death,
ancient pagans believed at this time “on all Hallows
eve” the boundaries between the world of the living
and the dead overlapped and the deceased would come
back to life and cause havoc, causing such things as
sickness or damage to cattle and crops. The festivals
frequently involved bonfires where bones of
slaughtered animals were burned. The light of the fire
was intended to scare the dead spirits away, who prefer
to manouevre in the shadows of darkness. People
would wear costumes and masks in an attempt to
mimic evil spirits or to placate them. People also
believed they could appease these evil spirits that
roamed the earth on this night if they would place
some food or a sweet treat on their doorstep or porch.
The spirit would take the treat and pass on. If there was
no treat then they would trick them or enter the house
and do some sort of harm. You can easily see where
our traditions of Trick or Treating came from.
The early church tried to put a Christian meaning
on this fall celebration by creating a festival that would
celebrate All the Saints, those who had died because of
their belief in Christ. They began by having all night
vigils and celebrating the Eucharist over their tombs or

places of martyrdom. By the fourth century the day was
being celebrated for all saints. After the Reformation
the celebration continued but included the
commemoration of all those who have died in Christ.
So, on the night following Halloween, where we
seem to focus more on a pagan celebration, we
Celebrate All Saints Day, it is a time to remember all
the souls who have gone before us and celebrate their
lives and give thanks to God for them. We do not
believe that those souls roam the earth or fear them
haunting us in any way, but we do bear witness to the
testimony of their lives and trust that as we gather
around the table to celebrate the Lord’s supper that we
dine along side all the saints, all believers, those present
and those who have already passed on to be with our
Heavenly Father.
On the first Sunday of November (the 6th) we will
celebrate All Saints Day in worship.
We will name all of our members who have passed on
to glory this past year. And give you, the worshiping
congregation, an opportunity to name a loved one that
you would like to remember. You may also light a
candle in honor of them. In our Apostle’s Creed we
say that we believe in ‘communion of the saints’.
Which in my mind means we believe that the spirits of
all those whom we love who have gone before us,
remain somehow present with us, encouraging us. They
join us when we praise and give thanks to God.
Come and join us for this special service of
remembrance.
Blessings,

Gary
I do not enjoy being sick. For
that matter, I don't know if I have
ever met someone who liked being
sick. The discomfort, the pain, the
lack of clear thought, the lethargic feelings, and more are
just some of the downsides to being sick. Being sick usually
isolates one from members of their family who don't want
to "catch" the illness. Being sick is no way to live.
Thankfully sickness usually only lasts for a couple days to a
week, but what about the people who get sick and stay sick?
You might be wondering why I am so focused on being
sick. The truth is that I was sick this past week. Amy,
Logan, and I were visiting my parents in Florida and I
became sick my final day there. I experienced many of the
negative side effects listed above and just felt lousy. Even
after our return to Morristown and sleeping in my bed, I still
wasn't right. After days of rest, medication, visiting the
doctor, and Amy's wonderful care I finally got better. In the
midst of my sickness I couldn't help but think about people
who walk through life on a daily basis being sick. Now,

here, I don't mean physical sickness. The sickness I am
referring to is spiritual sickness. I thought about all the
people of Morristown, of the United States, of the world,
that don't know Jesus.
While I was able to take medication to get over my sinus
infection, people who don't know Jesus try and fill this
God-shaped hole with all kinds of remedies. There are
people who try and drink their sorrows away. There are
people who seek love and affection in the wrong people,
just to be loved. There are people who thirst for belonging
who join any organization to have a place. There are people
who hunger for social status and material possessions that
extend their credit cards beyond the point of return. There
are people who cause themselves physical harm just to feel
something. The list goes on, but I think you get the point.
We encounter people everyday who need to experience and
accept the love of Jesus. Are we offering it in Jesus' name?
When you have the gift of Jesus you want others to
experience the joy, love, and other positive side effects that
come in a relationship with Jesus. Jesus has been called the
Great Physician, who can heal us for eternity. Jesus may not
heal the ailments of life the way we want them to be fixed,
but Jesus is the remedy. When life has you down, turn to
Jesus. Take in a worship service, attend a Wednesday night
program, spend some quiet time in prayer, or some other
Jesus encounter. Similar to how I see a flu shot as a positive
preventative measure, I think we would all benefit from a
"shot from Jesus." May God, in Jesus, be where we turn
during the difficulties of life. May our joys, sorrows, and
everything in between be shared with Jesus. May our eternal
health be made right in Jesus. Blessings to all.
-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt
Rx from God: Give Thanks
It's November, so for several months now we've
been told to start buying Christmas stuff. But as
awesome as Christmas is, we've got a minor but
significant holiday before that - Thanksgiving. All
throughout scriptures, we are exhorted to give thanks.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 - Give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Ephesians 5:20 - Giving thanks always and for everything to
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Psalm 107:1 - Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for
his steadfast love endures forever!
Philippians 4:6 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.
Psalm 106:1 - Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Corinthians 9:15 - Thanks be to God for his inexpressible
gift!

Colossians 3:15 - And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful.
And there's many more. Now, medical science has
actually discovered that having an attitude of gratefulness
and expressing that gratitude regularly is actually physically
and mentally good for us. Living with an attitude of
gratefulness can help combat or reduce stress, improve
relationships, boost your immune system, raise your
self-esteem, make you more productive, give you better
sleep, let you be more creative, reduce hypertension and
heart disease, improve general health, reduce the impact of
grief and/or crisis, just to name a few. And this research
isn't coming from your mom and dad who said they walked
to school in the snow uphill both ways and were thankful
for it. This research is from places like Harvard and the
University of California to name only two of many. This
research is being conducted by psychologists, medical
doctors, sociologists, biologists, and even people in sports
medicine. So, for thousands of years, God has been telling
us to do something that's good for us. Go figure.
The word gratitude is derived from the Latin word
gratia, which means grace, graciousness, or gratefulness.
But having an attitude of gratitude isn't necessarily easy. In
a scary violent world full of pain and disease, it can actually
sort of go against our typical reactions. Let me clarify - I am
not in any way suggesting you say "Woohoo! I'm really sick
and my cat just died!". We all know - as does God - that life
in this world is hard. But you can cultivate a mind set that
seeks out goodness and kindness and love, even in harsh
circumstances. You can "train" yourself to instinctively see
goodness, and that can give you great strength and comfort
when things go wrong. It becomes your habit and will kick
in even when you don't consciously want it to.
God has given us an outline for a good life - not a
perfect life or a life without suffering, or a life with great
material success and possessions. God doesn't call us to give
Him thanks because he somehow needs the affirmation to
be more complete or feel better about Himself. God calls
us to live a life of gratitude because it's good for us. Science
is discovering why.
These next two months are focused on Thankfulness.
Try using this time to develop a thankful mind set. Make an
effort every day to find something good to be thankful for.
You may start to realize that there's more good things
happening than you were aware of. Maybe your old mind
set blinded you to some wonderful things and wonderful
people. On All Saints Day, think of the wonderful people
who came before you and left you with a rich legacy of faith.
On Veterans Day, think of all the people who were willing
to sacrifice so much for your liberty. On Thanksgiving Day,
think of family and friends and good food. Maybe even be
thankful that YOU can go out and give to those in need.
That's a start, but there's goodness to be thankful for on
all the other days too. You can find them. Do it. Look for
them. It'll do you good.
Rick K opituk

Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting on
Sunday, November 20 at 10:10am in the
Fellowship Hall for the purpose of electing
Elders to the Session and the Nominating
Committee for 2017.

Wednesday Nights
We continue our journey through
Christianity and World Religions: Wrestling
With Questions People Ask. This video-based
small-group study explores four major world
religions-Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and
Judaism-and compares the beliefs of each with those of
Christianity. This six-week study deals openly and
honestly with questions people ask about other religions,
including why we should believe the claims of
Christianity over those of other faiths. As part of the
study, author and presenter Adam Hamilton interviews a
religious leader from each tradition. He treats the world
religions with great respect, recognizing the unique
contributions of each.
This study will conclude on November 9th.
Join us Wednesday, November 16, for a night of
thanks. We will have opportunities for fellowship and to
share areas of thanks. The program will be from
6:15-7pm on this night.
Join us on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. Dinner
service is from 5:30-6:30. Please sign up for dinner with
Janie by 4pm of the preceding Monday.
Menus for November:
Nov 2 - Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Fixins, Italian Pasta Salad,
Baked Beans, & Ice Cream Bar; Kids Menu: Hot Dogs, Chips,
Ice cream Bar
Nov 9 - Salad Bar, Loaded potato soup, Fried chicken breast,
Creamed potatoes, Peas, Brown sugar glazed carrots, Yeast
rolls, & Dessert; Kids Menu: Ham sandwich, Chips, Apple
slices, & Dessert
Nov 16 - Salad Bar, Chili, Baked Potato with toppings, Nachos
and Cheese/Salsa, Dessert; Kids Menu: Corn Dogs, Nachos
and Cheese/Salsa
Nov 23 - Thanksgiving Eve - No Evening Meal
Nov 30 - Salad Bar, Pulled Pork Bar B Q, Bun, Potato Salad,
Cole Slaw, Baked beans, Dessert; Kids Menu: Corn dog
nuggets, French fries, Dessert

Men’s Breakfast

Christmas Parade Snack Supper

Join us as we work through the Old
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the
Bible that outlines its literary design and main ideas,
showing you how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We
meet Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

FPC will again be serving a snack supper to
Christmas Parade participants this year. Supper
will be served in the gym on Thursday,
December 1 at 5:30 p.m. We ask that our
congregation support this effort for our community by
providing FINGER FOOD DESSERTS. Contributions need
to arrive at the church by 4pm on December 1.

Operation Christmas Shoebox
Presbyterian Women are sponsoring the
shoebox ministry again this year. Our
goal for this year is 100 Samaritan's Purse
Operation Christmas shoeboxes. Our
current total is 77 shoeboxes. Two
options are available for individuals to participate: a $25
monetary contribution or shop and pack your own
plastic box. Drop your donations or completed plastic
boxes in the church office. Deadline is Sunday,
November 13th — just 3 weeks away. Prayerfully
consider helping us meet our goal.

Presbyterian Women Book Club
In November, we will be reading and
discussing the books in the Appalachian
Journey series written by sisters, Cyndi and
Christy Tillery. They were the speakers at
the PW Fall Dinner on September 18.
Book Club will get together on Friday,
November 11 at 6pm at the home of Barbara Hale (1036
St Ives Court, Morristown) to discuss these books. Her
phone number is 423-748-0141 if you have questions.
Everyone is welcome and please bring a dish to share.

Come One, Come All
FPC Families & Members of All Ages FPC is going to offer some various
fellowship opportunities for our members
of all ages.
Game Time - Join us for an afternoon of board
games, card games, dice, and more on Sunday afternoon,
November 6th, from 2-5pm. There will be games to play
or bring one you love. We will meet in the Youth Center
(106).
Movie Time - We will share a faith-based movie,
God's Not Dead 2, rated PG, on Sunday afternoon,
November 20th, from 3-5:30pm. Popcorn, fellowship,
and some thought-provoking images await. We will meet
in the Theater.

Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work!
Our Community Cash program is like a
win-win. You buy groceries and Food
City/Ingles gives us money for mission
work. I know you are still buying groceries, getting gas,
and possibly filling prescriptions in the respective
pharmacy. Why not use one of our convenient cash cards
and help the youth make 5% to use for our mission
efforts? We have both Food City and Ingles cards
available and have sold over 89,235 in cards, totaling over
$4,461 in proceeds for Youth Missions. Community
Cash cards can be used for any item sold in the respective
grocery store. As you do your shopping for food, get gas
for your errands, or anything else at Ingles/Food City,
please remember us. You can get cards from the youth at
the table in the Gathering Hall on Sundays or from Janie
or Kyle during the week

Mark Your Calendars
Daylight Saving Tim Ends - November 6
Game Time - November 6 (details in left column)
Movie Time - November 20 (details in left column)
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 1
Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6
Praising God through Music, Sunday - December 11
Christmas Dinner - December 14
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Worship - December 25

Sing,
Give Thanks,
and Pray

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Upper Room Devotionals

Kelley Simpson
Barbara Moles
Bill T. Hale
Sue White
Patsy Cartwright
Ashton Cook
Marian Dafferner
Brooke Austin
Tom Brace
Jack Goan
Chloe Atkins
Martha Kelly
Susan Culvern
Kay LaFountaine
Jeanie Hale
Theda Christian
Kim Keinath
Poppy Atkins
Kathryn Moore
Brynn Barile Wolf
Patty Reynolds
David Culvern

2
2
4
5
8
10
10
11
12
13
17
17
18
18
23
25
25
26
27
28
28
30

ANNIVERSARIES
Bob & Marian Dafferner

11

Upper Room Daily Devotionals are
available on the wall display beside
Gary’s office for any member who
would like one.

Sanctuary Flowers
Help!!!! Three Sundays in
November are still
available! Check the flower
chart outside the church
office, write your name on the date
you want and leave a check for $35 in
the church office. Thanks so much to
everyone who has honored or
remembered someone with flowers
this year.

Thank You
Barbara and I as well as our entire
family wish to thank
our FPC family and
friends for all the
prayers, cards, visits,
flowers and calls
since my heart attack on August 1,
2016. As TODAY is the 14th
Anniversary of Barbara’s stroke,
no one can say that God is not
Good and working in the world
today. I recall the doctor telling us
Barbara would never leave the
nursing home many years ago.
My lead doctor called me his
‘Wonder Boy’ and that 80% of the
folks that had the problems I had
did not make it. My doctor gave
God the credit for my recovery.
Evidently our job is not finished
on this earth and we await God’s
showing us what he has for us to
do. Continue to pray for our entire
Church because God does answer
our prayers.
Thanks to all,
Barbara & Ray Bible

Dear Friends at FPC,
You out did
yourselves with cards
and good wishes for
my 100th birthday! I was so
touched by your many notes and
comments in addition to birthday
wishes.
I miss my Morristown friends,
and it is very special to hear from
all of you. Thank you for your
caring ministry to me.
With Love,
Anna Howell

Sunday

Monday

November

Tuesday

1
8:30am HTA
6pm HR, 201c
7pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

6
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am CE, 201a
12:45pm C.O.P.E., FH
2pm Game Time,
Youth Center (106)

7
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8
8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
7pm N.A., 201b

13
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am C.E., 201a
12:45pm C.O.P.E., FH
5pm Underground Youth

14
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing

15

Noon Session Packet Due

7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

20
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:10am Congregational
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am Session
12:45pm C.O.P.E., FH
3pm Movie Time, Theater

21
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

22

27

28

29

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

Five Cents-a-Meal

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
12:45pm C.O.P.E., FH
5pm Underground Youth

7pm Scouts' District Meeting, 301
7pm Community
Chorale, Choir Suite

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

3

4

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

9
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

10

16
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

17

18

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA

23
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite

24

10:30am PW, 205
6pm Worship, Choir Suite

Regular Schedule (See Below)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

5

11 8:30am HTA
6pm PW Book
Club

19

Noon Newsletter Deadline

7pm N.A., 201b

Office Closed

25

Office Closed

No Supper or evening program

7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

12

7pm N.A., 201b
Shoebox Deadline

7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

30
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Saturday

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
5pm Sunshine Ambassadors, 119/126
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

26

