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THE PROCLAIMER

Dear Friends in Christ,
What a delight it is for me to join you
in ministry at First Presbyterian Church!
Here we are at the beginning of something
new. It is a new day in the life of this
congregation and the beginning of an
interim pastorate. God has brought us
together for this exciting journey that lies ahead.
Let me begin by saying "thank you!" for your
gracious welcome. I do appreciate you wearing your
name tags and introducing yourselves over and over to
help me learn your names. The coming year is full of
promise as we plan and serve together. You are a
wonderful congregation with a bright future in God's
plan. It's a privilege and a gift to me to be your interim
pastor for the coming year. I trust you are as excited as
I am to discover together what God is going to do
through us in ministry and mission in the days and
months ahead.
I am eager to spend time in conversation with you
and look forward to the possibility of time together in
informal gatherings as they might present themselves.
Please know that my office door is open to you and I
welcome the opportunity to have a conversation, share
a meal or a cup of coffee, and get to know you better. I
want to hear your dreams and your vision for the work
God is calling us to as a congregation.
On my first Sunday with you I also had the
privilege of moderating my first FPCM Session
meeting. What a great group of leaders you have
elected to serve on the Session! They are prayerfully
committed to the ministry and mission here. As a
congregation you all are doing some great work. I look
forward to learning much more about your work on
behalf of the needs of God's world in the coming year.
When I met with your Interim PNC one of the
things we discussed was developing plans to
communicate well to others the important and exciting
work you are doing at FPCM. The Session suggested I
mention this in my newsletter article and invite folks
who are interested in working with me on a
Communications Team to let me know of your interest.
We will be looking at the church website, Facebook,
Instagram, internal communication, and local media
outlets in our work together. Please let me or Janie-the
one who knows all!-know of your interest in serving on
this Communications Team.
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Let me say again, as baptized children of the living
God, you are loved unconditionally. You are accepted
and claimed by God as one whom God loves and one
with whom God wants to be in communion. As our
PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith declares: In life and in
death we belong to God. Indeed, good news!
Blessings,
Merri

Welcome Merri Alexander!!!
We now have an interim pastor, and
speaking for the music staff - we are very
happy!! For technical reasons, I was asked
to be in the telephone interviews that the search
committee was holding. I have to admit that I was very
impressed with all of the candidates. That group did
their homework well. There wasn't a "duffer" among
the group interviewed.
But, Merri did stand out. She was enthusiastic,
energetic, and had some great ideas. She's got training
and experience that will greatly benefit us as we begin
our pastoral search, but more importantly as we enter
into our next 150 years. I have no doubt she will help
lay the groundwork for a strong and vibrant future for
FPC.
I and all of the musicians here are looking forward
to creating some very meaningful events which will
glorify God and hopefully draw us all closer to Him
and to each other. (Actually, we started planning talks
before Merri was even officially on board here) So,
again, we welcome Merri, and look forward to a very
productive and exciting time of ministry together!!
Rick Kopituk

Presbyterian Women's Corner
Monthly Meeting:

On Thursday, November 2nd, at
10:30am in the Ladies' Parlor, DruAnna
Overbay will lead the Presbyterian Women's
next Bible study. The focus will be Luke's
view of Jesus as a prophet and teacher with
the key scripture being Luke 4:16-21 and Acts 2:22-24.
All ladies are encouraged to attend the study, as
well as the $7 catered lunch to follow in the Fellowship
Hal. It is a time of worship, learning, fellowship and
fun.
Operation Christmas Child
The Presbyterian Women will again sponsor
a collection for Operation Christmas Child
shoe boxes. Instead of asking our members
to pack boxes, we can send $25 to
Samaritans' Purse, for this amount they can pack and
ship a box. Along with the gifts, they put in a flyer
telling about Jesus and his sacrifice for us.
If someone wants to pack a box, that will be fine,
please bring it to the office along with $7 for shipping.
The deadline for contributions is Nov. 16th, so we
need to send ours in on Nov. 14th. Checks can be
made out to Presbyterian Women.
Rummage Sale Proceeds Update:
The Presbyterian Women are striving
to be good stewards of our rummage
sale proceeds . . . that you, the
congregation, helped us earn. Our
decisions have been made in an
attempt to support local as well as international
missions and with a goal of spreading the Good News
of our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. MATS was given
$500 to purchase commercial, metal, kitchen shelving
for their new building (see photo).
Kina Morgan Dutro, a former member of our First
Presbyterian youth group, along with her husband
Rodney, were mailed $250 in support of their Mexican
mission Hope House for homeless boys (see Kina’s
letter and prayer request) and their Shepherd’s Heart
Ministries. Support for Samaritan Purse’s Operation
Christmas Shoebox has been pledged again (see
separate article). During the distribution, it is explained
that the gifts are an expression of God’s love, the same
love that compelled God to send His Son, Jesus, to
show us how to live. The recipients are also invited to
enroll in a 12 lesson Bible Study program. Stay tuned
for future PW mission decisions.
Kina’s Letter and Prayer Request:
We are all doing well. The girls are back in school

for the fall. Genesis is a senior and Trinity is a
sophomore. Zion is in 7th grade and Eden is in 5th
grade.
I am taking off the next few weeks from leading the
choir and worship at the church in order to complete a
TESOSL certification. I hope to do some English
teaching online to help supplement our missionary
support.
Rodney is doing well. He is writing a grant for a
bathroom update at Hope House and just finished
completing a grant and project on the maintenance
shed.
Hope House is going really well. We replaced our
director this year. Annel and Ismeal are now our
director and administrator. They are doing a fabulous
job! We have increased the number of boys we are
helping from 12 to 33 under their direction. We have
some really cute new boys. One baby arrived from the
hospital. He is ten months old.
The feeding program in Honduras has grown. We
are helping to feed 93 children in two churches. One
church provides two meals per day, the other just one
meal per day. I was hoping to make a trip down there
this October, but the group I was leading ended up not
being able to go. So I will need to wait until next year
before I return.
We are praying about returning to the States. As
our ministry grows, we see a need to be the voice and
oversee the operations stateside. We have learned a lot
over the 15+ years we have been on the field and
would like to help other missionaries be successful on
the field . . . something that is near impossible without
someone at home helping to make life overseas
possible, including paperwork, banking, fundraising,
and more. We don’t know exactly what that would look
like, but believe God is leading us in that direction. So
we are praying, and talking, and excited, and scared . . .
I told Rodney that it seems like this will take more faith
than moving to Mexico in the first place.
Also, our girls are almost college age. They want to
study in the States, but want us to stay together as a
family. They have grown up in a Latin culture, where
kids don’t leave home at 18, often they stay at home
until they get married. They have asked for our help in
navigating the cultural differences between Mexico and
the States, so we are taking that request seriously. It
would mean a big change for us all.
If the Lord brings us to mind, please pray for us.
We certainly want to be right in the center of God’s
will.
Blessings,
Kina Dutro

Men’s Breakfast
Join us as we work through the New
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the Bible that
outlines its literary design and main ideas, showing you
how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We meet
Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

Wednesday Night Dinner and Program
On the second Wednesday of each
month we will have a covered-dish dinner at
5:30pm, followed by a program at 6:30pm.
On Wednesday, November 8th, the
program will be the Teen Challenge Choir
presenting a program of inspiring songs and
stories of freedom from addiction. Bring a
dish to share.
Community Cash
Food City & Ingles cards are available.
Thank you to all who continue to support
our Mission efforts. See the Mission
Committee (Mark Holtkamp) on Sundays or
Janie during the week. We make 5% on all
the cards we sell and you get 100% of what you give us.
You can use the cards for anything sold in the
respective store. It's like a win-win-win.

RIGHTNOW MEDIA
We live in a media-based society and hope
you will find this new media tool a blessing.
RightNowMedia (RNM) is like a Netflix of
Christian videos, movies, conferences, etc.
RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life
Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for
Teenagers, Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men,
Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership, Christian
Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies on
Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach,
Studies on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery,
Studies for College & Singles, and lots more.

Wednesday Night Covered Dish - November 8
Church Office and Family Life Center closed for
Thanksgiving - Thursday & Friday, Nov. 23 & 24
Christ the King Sunday - November 26
Presbytery Meeting at Watauga Avenue PC December 5
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 7
Christmas Music Presentation - Sunday, December 10
Church-Wide Christmas Dinner - Wednesday,
December 13
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25 (every year)

Christmas Parade Snack Supper
FPC will again be serving a snack supper to
Christmas Parade participants this year.
Supper will be served in the gym on
Thursday, December 7 at 5:30 p.m. We
ask that our congregation support this effort for our
community by providing FINGER FOOD DESSERTS.
Contributions need to arrive at the church by 4pm on
December 7.
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Need a Daily Devotional?
The Congregational Care Committee
provides regular and large print copies
of The Upper Room daily devotions.
Pick one up today for September and October
from the magazine rack outside the Minister's
office.
Let's Get Moving!

SEND A NOTE

Send a note to Virgil
Leonard who moved
to Texas in August. He
would love to hear from his
church family. His address is
3001 Crawford Street, Apt.
101, Dennison, TX 75020 and
his cell phone number is 423748-4527. Drop him a line or
give him a call and brighten up
his day.

The Presbyterian Women's exercise
group is still meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10am upstairs in the
children's area. All you need is an
exercise ball (there are 2 available in
the workout room) and a beach towel or yoga
mat. It also helps if you like to laugh a lot. We
would like to invite any women who have not
been coming to try us out. We hope to see you
there!

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Regular Schedule (See Below))
10:30am PW, 205 & FH
6pm Worship, Choir Suite

8:30am HTA

10

5

6

7

8 10am Stability Ball Exercise,

9

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

8:30am HTA
6pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH

Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Covered Dish Dinner
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Teen Challenge Choir
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Regular Schedule (See Below)

12

13

14

15

16

17

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Session Info Due
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
5pm Building Grounds, 201c
7pm Scouts’ District, 301

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Mission Comm, 201c
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Regular Schedule (See Below)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

8:30am HTA

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Newsletter Deadline
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

8:30am HTA

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Fill Snack Bags, 201a
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

27

28

29

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

8:30am HTA

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

11:45am Session, 201a

26 Five Cents-a-Meal
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

Saturday

4

11

8:30am HTA

Office & Family Life Center Closed

30
Regular Schedule (See Below)

10:30am PW Council, 300

Office & Family Life Center Closed

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301

18

25

