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Lent and Easter
LENT

 In March we enter into the rhythm of the liturgical
season of Lent.  Easter is a most special time for
Christians because during this season we celebrate our
Lord’s victory over sin and death through His
marvelous resurrection.  The Season of Lent begins on
ASH WEDNESDAY (March 1) and runs through
EASTER SUNDAY (April 16).  The season of Lent is
a period of 40 days set aside for spiritual preparation
for our joyous celebration of Easter.  It is a time to
examine our commitment to God and to give attention
to the qualities that should characterize our lives as
followers of Jesus Christ.  It has become a common
practice during this season to ‘give up’ something for
Lent.  This is intended to be a reflection of the sacrifice
that Christ made for us. Each time we think about the
thing we have given up we are reminded of all that
Christ sacrificed for us.  Sometimes the practice
includes ‘taking on’ something rather than ‘giving up’
something.  This could include a time of prayer,
meditation, or acts of service.  All these disciplines are
intended to strengthen our focus on Christ and our call
to be His disciples.  In the coming weeks we will offer
several worship opportunities to help you focus on this
season.  Here is a glimpse as what is ahead.

ASH WEDNESDAY   March 1
After our community meal in the Fellowship Hall

we will move to the Chapel for a time of worship.  The
worship service this year will integrate Taize type music
and a focus on Richard Rohr’s book Adam’s Return
where he makes five basic statements about life — Life
is Hard, You are NOT important, Your life is NOT
about you, You are NOT in control, and You are going
to DIE.  Sounds pretty depressing, right?  Well, Like
Lent, these statements should help us shift our focus
off ourselves and onto Christ.  During this service we
will also celebrate the imposition of ashes.  Ashes are
an ancient sign of repentance, as worshipers come
forward, they will be marked with the sign of the cross

on their foreheads and reminded that from ashes we
came and to ashes we shall return.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP

During the five Sundays of Lent I will lead us in a
series of sermons.  The sermons for Lent will focus on
the theme of Abundance verses Scarcity: We will look
at how the Old Testament and New Testaments stories
shed light on our understanding of this theme.  
Lent One (March 5) - Genesis 2:15-17— The

temptation in the garden of Eden and Matthew 4:1-
11 — Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness.

Lent Two (March 12) - Genesis 12:1-4a — God’s call 
to Abraham and John 3:1-17 — Nicodemus

Lent Three (March 19) - Ex. 17:1-7 — God’s people 
in the Wilderness and John 4:5-42 — The Woman
at the Well

Lent Four (Mach 26) - John 9 — Blindness
Lent Five (April 2) -Ezekeil 37:1-14 — The Valley of 

Dry Bones and John 11:1-45 — Lazarus raised
from the dead

Lent Six (April 9) - Palm Sunday — Matthew 21
Easter (April 16) - John 20:1-18 — I’m Back and I’m 

Never Going to Leave You Again

PALM SUNDAY

Kyle will lead us in worship as we celebrate Palm
Sunday. 

HOLY WEEK

This year the worship team is planning something
on MAUNDAY THURSDAY (April 13).  We will
celebrate this service in the Chapel with Holy
Communion.

On GOOD FRIDAY (April 14) we will have a
service at NOON in the Chapel.

Come and join the celebration,
Gary



The weather this winter has been a bit
wacky.  I joked with someone this past week
that I feel that either March is going to have
record snow fall or the summer is going to
have temperatures in the 140s.  I know this
sounds silly, but these moderate
temperatures have me thinking about

Spring.  Blooming flowers, birds chirping, and the creation
of God waking from its winter slumber lead me to think
about the harvest.    Found in all three synoptic
gospels, the parable of the soils (Matthew 13:1-23; Mark
4:1-34; Luke 8:4-18) is a familiar parable for those who have
attended church with any regularity.  The parable includes a
farmer who scatters seed, with some falling on the path,
some on rocks, some in the thorns, and finally some in good
soil.  I won't unpack this parable for you here, but offer you
some additional things to consider.  I am not a farmer, but
my grandfather, Donald (mom's dad), shared various
nuggets of farming insight before his passing.  Grandpa
Fruth grew corn and beans in the field and then numerous
items in his garden.  He loved cultivating the land.  Between
Grandpa's nuggets and Jesus' teaching, I offer you these
items for consideration.  

What type of soil are you?  Is it possible to start as one
and change to another?  I have seen soil with lots of rocks
go from a challenging place to grow crops to one where
crops flourish because of the farmer's willingness to get in
the soil and get rid of the rocks.  What are the rocks in our
lives that are shallow sold that we need to tend?  I believe
that some of our lives need some pruning, some light work
to make sure our spiritual growth continues.  There are
others that need some major tilling.  We may need to uproot
the stagnant in preparation for some new Jesus plantings. 
Some of us have crops that are starving for some attention. 
We may have neglected our spiritual life as the frantic pace
of life found us cutting out our time for God.  We need to
water our spiritual fields with some life-giving water, found
in Jesus, to restore our crop.  Are you tending your spiritual
fields or have they been abandoned?  Do you feel like the
harvest you have stored up will last for your lifetime? 
Maybe there are some other people in your life, or soon to
enter your life, that need your help cultivating their spiritual
fields.  I am quick to acknowledge that we have much to
learn from one another and, more importantly, much to
learn from Jesus.  Whether you are a seasoned farmer that
has been working your spiritual field for many years, one
who has just discovered the teachings of Jesus, or
somewhere in between, I encourage you to take notice of
your current faith journey and find ways to improve your
faith in Jesus.  It all starts with God and our prayers, but
there is much work to be done in all of our lives.  May
God's Word fall upon you like a much needed planting, and
may it take hold to grow into a faith that sustains not only
you, but inspires others as well.   

-Your Brother in Christ, Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Why does worship look like it does?
I actually get that or similar questions kind of

regularly.  How did we get so different from the
Catholics or the Charismatics or whoever? There's
actually several answers to that question depending
on what - specifically -  you are asking.  We can go

 back historically and trace where many of our individual
worship actions have come from, how they've changed, and
sometimes even who started it and why.

But then there's a larger question of why a specific
worship hour is ordered the way it is.  Why do some wear
robes and burn incense and kneel, some just use robes,
some wear jeans and burn bright lights and jump?  Why do
some do communion every week and some only a few times
a year?  Why are some services ordered exactly the same way
every week, and some change even in the middle of a plan
that changes from week to week?

This is a harder question to answer.  Absolutely, the
scriptures speak to every style. Certainly, history plays a role. 
But then it can get kind of fuzzy.  There are those who
believe that every generation shapes it's worship primarily
based on culture and temperaments.  Basically, that says that
most "groups" - traditional, contemporary, ethnic, etc. -
primarily create worship based on what they like.

I really don't think that the diversity of worship is
primarily related to culture and temperaments. Absolutely
they were influential. But I think I'd start looking at Martin
Luther, Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin.  Each of them was
intensely and passionately opposed to the excesses and
maybe even abuses which were prevalent in Christian
worship at that time.  But Luther, though possibly critical of
instruments like the organ early on, ultimately accepted and
embraced instruments in worship.  Calvin, on the other
hand, completely rejected any use of any instruments in
worship at all.  Zwingli rejected all ritual, but Luther
"reformed" the existing rituals.  I think in their writings it's
clear that culture or historical time or even temperaments
weren't the driving forces.  They came to very different
theological conclusions after an incredible amount of
scripture study, thought, and prayer. Sure, there are some
now, many even, who would simply say "That's the way
we've always done it" or "I like this, I don't like that.”  But
the real shakers and movers who made or are now making
worship look like it does are primarily driven by a deep,
deep desire to praise God in the most truthful, honest, pure,
authentic way possible.

Battles over singing by note or by rote, using
instruments, types of instruments, movement, robes, song
texts, visual symbols, technology, languages, etc. always have
been primarily concerned about purity of worship, not
about appeasing a culture.  Actually, many of those battles
are still going on today.  For instance, note or rote - hymnal
or screen; stained glass or clear glass(or no glass); clear glass
or colored lights; a capella or organ - organ or guitar.  For
my kids, the battle will be guitars or iphones.

I think many of the tools of historical worship are
returning in modern form. For instance, environmental
projection and stage lighting is just Abbot Suger's “ministry
of light" using electricity.  I don't' think there's anything



particularly holy about electric current, so it's just
repackaging the old ways.  (Just don't tell the Charismatics
or the Baptists they're just re-adopting traditional Catholic
practices.  Some can get a bit testy)

Some worship styles have come out of culture and
necessity.  House church worship of the early church was
what it had to be.  Slave worship was what it had to be. 
Sometimes where you are and when you are and who/what
you are drives how you do worship. But I don't think that's
the primary driving force of worship style differences.

Very, very sadly, disagreements in worship style often
sink into senseless name calling and insults (maybe nothing
new?). Traditionalists are religiously stuck on meaningless
empty ritual void of the Holy Spirit. Contemporaries are
trite entertainers trying to bring in people to get money and
fame.  Both accusations are really very wrong at the heart of
it. I will concede that there are some people who worship
the worship, and some people who are trying to fleece the
flock. But for the most part both sides do what they do out
of a sincere desire to praise God with all their heart, mind,
soul, and strength.  True worship can and has come in many
forms and historically has been primarily guided by a
passion for authentic worship. Ultimately all that matters is
where your heart, mind, soul and strength are.

Rick Kopituk

Wednesday Activities
March 1: Ash Wednesday Service at
6:30pm, Chapel
March 8, 15, 22, 29, & April 5: We are
working through Henry Blackaby's
Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of
God.  Are you partnered in God's work? 
When you recognize where God is working, you can join Him in
what He is doing.  Then you will experience God doing through
you what only He can do.   We meet Wednesdays evenings
from 6:30-7:30 in the Theater.

March Menus:
March 1 - Salad, Chunky 3-Bean Beef Chili, Crusty bread,

Light desserts 
March 8 - Salad, Chicken and Yellow Rice, Peas and

Carrots, Dessert
March 15 - Salad, Chicken Noodle Soup with vegetables,

Biscuits, Dessert
March 22 - Caesar Salad, Winter Pasta Salad with Turkey

and Spinach (sweet onions and Italian cheeses), Crusty Bread,
Dessert

March 29 - Salad Bar, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, Potato
Salad/Chips, Dessert

Men’s Breakfast 
Join us as we work through the Old

Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the Bible that
outlines its literary design and main ideas, showing you
how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We meet
Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

BOYS' & GIRLS' CLUB PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE

The Church is once again collecting peanut
butter for the kids at the Boys’ and Girls’
Club. They prepare lunches and snacks for
children that otherwise may not get

anything else to eat. The collection box is located in the
church office. Thanks to everyone who helped with
this project in the past!

Mark Your Calendar
Ash Wednesday - March 1
Presbytery Meeting at FPC Greeneville - March 4
Daylight Savings Time Begins - March 12
Jefferson Co. Spring Break - March 20-24
Hamblen Co. Spring Break - March 27-31
Palm Sunday - April 9
Maundy Thursday - April 13
Good Friday - April 14 (Noon)
Easter Sunday - April 16
30 Hour Famine - April 28
Sesquicentennial (150) Celebration - April 30
Mother's Day - May 14
Presbytery Meeting at Strawberry Plains PC - June 3
Pentecost - June 4
Underground Mission Trip (Charlotte, NC) - June 4-9
Trinity Sunday - June 11
Underground Mission Trip with Casas por Cristo (DR) -

June 11-17 (tentative)
Father's Day - June 18
Church at the Lake - June 25 (tentative)
VBS - July 17-21
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Presbytery Camp -

September 5
Daylight Savings Time Ends  - November 5
Christ the King Sunday - November 26
Presbytery Meeting at Watauga Avenue PC - December 5
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25 (every year)



Those who bring sunshine
to the lives of others

cannot keep it from themselves.

Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work!  By
the time you read this article, I expect our
Community Cash program to have sold its
$100,000 card.  Way to go!  The program is

like a win-win.  You buy groceries and Food City/Ingles
gives us money for mission work.  I know you are still
buying groceries, getting gas, and possibly filling
prescriptions in the respective pharmacy.  Why not use one
of our convenient cash cards and help the youth make 5%
to use for our mission efforts?  We have both Food City
and Ingles cards available.  Community Cash cards can be
used for any item sold in the respective grocery store.  As
you do your shopping for food, get gas for your errands, or
anything else at Ingles/Food City, please remember us.  You
can get cards from the youth at the table in the Gathering
Hall on Sundays or from Janie or Kyle during the week.

Guest Preacher for Sesquicentennial Celebration

Rev. Laura Jernigan will be our guest
preacher for our Sesquicentennial
Celebration on April 30, 2017.  Laura
is the daughter or Dr. Ned and Peggy
Hollandsworth.  Rev. Jarnigan became 
the Associate Pastor at Northwest
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta,
Georgia in June of 2013.  She oversees
Christian Education and enjoys teaching, worship
leadership, preaching and engaging with people of all ages. 
A 1988 graduate of Union Presbyterian Seminary in
Virginia, she was a music major at Rhodes College.  Laura
served as interim pastor of Westminister Presbyterian in
Charlottesville, VA and as pastor of Madison Presbyterian
Church in Nashville, TN. She has been an active volunteer
leader at Shallowford Presbyterian and North Decatur
Presbyterian. She served on the faculty of the Lovett School
in Atlanta as religion teacher and co-chaplain from
2005-2012.  She and her husband, John Jernigan, M.D., have
three sons; Ben, Jeff and Will.

Acts of

Service

As I was preparing for the upcoming season of Lent I
realized that our gospel lesson for Ash Wednesday is
Matthew 6:1-6

“Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of
people to draw their attention.  If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father who is in heaven. When you give to
the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets so that they may get praise from
people.  I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But
when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing so that you may give to the poor in
secret.  Your Father who sees what you do in secret will
reward you.”
As we march toward our Sesquicentennial Celebration,

I’ve challenged us to honor our 150 years of serving the
Lord by doing acts of service for one another.  I’ve asked
that you record your acts so that we can display them in an
effort to help motivate us and others to be about our
Father’s work.  Some have taken issue with this, and rightly
so, quoting the above scripture.  We are not to boast or brag
about our good deeds and in truth our Holy Father sees all
that we do and that surely is reward enough.  But, and here
is where I would argue in favor of sharing our good deeds. 
This challenge was never intended to put the spotlight on an
individual. It was intended to be a reminder that not only are
we called to serve others and be kind, but the only way we
can do that is if the Holy Spirit lives in us.  The credit for
any act of service should always go to God, for we alone are
not able to think to do anything for anyone else on our own. 
It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are urged
to act and only by God’s grace that we follow through. So
the ‘credit’ or glory if you will, always goes to the Father.  

The challenge of doing acts of service is in line with the
community of disciples.  We are to challenge one another to
serve others, and encourage others to be about our Father’s
work.  Latter in Matthew’s gospel (25:40) Jesus teaches
“Truly, I say to you, as you did to one of the least of these my brethren,
you did it to me.” We are challenged to do many things in our
world today, run a marathon, get a degree, meet a sales
quota, save our money, lose a few pounds, whiten our teeth
. . . why not create a culture where we prize doing acts of
service and kindness for others.  Not to boast, but to be
about our Father’s work and in a tangible way help to teach
others what service look like.

So, you don’t have to ‘record’ your deeds or sign your
name, but celebrate the fact that through this church for the
last 150 years, God has used those that He has called to be
His own, to serve this community and the world, and we
intend to make that legacy go forward into the next 150
years.
Because of Him, Gary



Where Are They Now?

Tom Dodge 

(Served as Senior Pastor 1995-2001)

Tom is retired as Director of Spiritual Care

at Hospice and Community Care,

Lancaster, PA. He currently serves in a

supportive role at Chestnut Level

Presbyterian Church as Parish Associate

and is retired as ordained Clergy in

PCUSA.  (http://chestnutlevel.org/tom)

Greg Cartwright 
(served as Assoc. Pastor 2004-2014)

 Greg is Associate Pastor for Families at First

Presbyterian Greeneville, TN.

(http://www.firstpresgreeneville.org)

Russ Weekley
(served as Director of Christian Education)

 Russ is Pastor of Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church,

Liburn, GA

(http://goodshepherdpc.atlpcusa.org/Welcome/2staff.

html)

Mike Stanfield
 (served as Associate Pastor 1987-1990)

 Mike is Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church,

Columbia, MO

(http://trinity-presbyterian.org/about/staff)

Jack Pitzer 
(served as Associate Pastor 1972-1975)

Jack is Pastor of Lampstand Presbyterian Church,

Decatur, IL. 

(http://www.lampstandpc.org/visitors/staff)

Marcy Lay 
(served as Director of Music 2003-2010)

Marcy is Director of Music at First Presbyterian

Church, Columbia, TN

(http://www.1stprescolumbia.org/about/past

or-and-staff.html)

Gerald Maloy 
(Served as Director of Music)

 Jerry is Choral Director at Cocke County High

School, Newport, TN.

(http://www.newportplaintalk.com/community

/community_columns/article_be49e161-09bd-

5f1c-833c-e168891608d5.html)

Greg Pysh 

(served as Director of Music)

Greg is Minister of Music at First Presbyterian

Church, Midland, TX

(http://fpcmid.org/about/our-staff)

Amanda Ogle Perryman 

.(served as Youth Intern)

Amanda is Public Education/Fire Safety

Officer in Gatlinburg, TN

(http://www.wbir.com/news/local/wildfire

/firefighter-loses-own-home-in-sevier-coun

ty-fires/366813552)
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Bobby Fisher
 (served as Youth Intern)

 Bobby is Director of Spiritual and Ethical

Education at Pomfret School, Pomfret, CT.

(https://www.pomfretschool.org/page/abou

t-us/faculty--staff-directory?letter=F)

Paul Snyder 
(served as Youth Director)

Paul has a design firm, Paul Snyder

Design, in Fort Mill SC.

(http://www.paulsnyderdesign.com)

Mark Lampley 
(served as Youth Intern)

Mark is Associate Pastor of Young Adult

Ministries at Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian

Church, Knoxville, TN. 

(http://www.sequoyahchurch.org/)

Pansy Duke 
(served as Director of Christian Education in 1960s)

Pansy is retired and living in Pendleton, SC

Pansy Wallace, Frances Hampton and
Shirley Edwards 
(served as nursery workers during the 1980s and 1990s)

Pansy and Frances are retired and living in Morristown. Miss

Shirley is retired and living in Bean Station.

Pictorial Directory
As part of First Presbyterian Church's

celebration of its sesquicentennial, the
Congregational Care Committee plans to create a
pictorial directory of current FPC membership
at this historic time in the life of our church. 
The directory will be similar to that of five years
ago, The Ties That Bind.  

Rather than working with a professional directory
publisher, or even asking members to come to the church to
be photographed, we are asking for your help.  Please take a
"selfie" of yourself and your spouse and/or family and email
it, along with your contact information and a brief
paragraph about yourselves, to Janie at
fpcmorr@gmail.com.   Or, you can bring or mail a hard
copy photo.  If that doesn't work for you, just ask one of
the committee members to take your photo after church.

A copy of The Ties That Bind will be in the Narthex
during Sunday services for your review. If your information
hasn't changed and you would like us to use that, simply
send your photo and a note to that effect. The committee
asks that you send this in by March 31.

Sesquicentennial Celebration
Wednesday Night Programing:

150 years is a long time for a church to exist and 150
years is a lot of history to reflect on. 

On April 19, at 5:30pm in the theater, we will look back
at the formation of our church, and the beginning of our
history.

On April 26, at 5:30pm, we will venture to Bethesda,
our mother church, for a reflection of life in the 1860's and
an Ice Cream Social. If you would like to make some
homemade ice cream, please let me know. We would like to
have several different flavors. We would also like to have
some homemade cookies if anyone would be willing to
make some. Cookies can be dropped off at the church
earlier in the day if necessary. While at Bethesda we would
like pay our respects to any former members who may be
buried there. If you have any family members or know of
anyone connected with our church buried there, please let
me know so they may be recognized. Parking at Bethesda is
limited so the bus will leave the church parking lot at 5:10.
Dress according to the weather. There is no electricity at the
church and we will be outside part of the time.

On May 3rd we will return to the theater for a walk
through the history of our church from 1887-1956.

On May 10th we will cover the years from 1956-2017
and there will be time to share memories of the more recent
60 years.

Our Church was officially organized on May 18, 1867,
so on Wednesday, May 17 we will have a Birthday Party/
End of School Bash as our final program.
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Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Bill Vest 1
Henry Massa 2
Joseph Massa 2
Natasha Morrison 2
Bo Morrison 3
Kylian Andrew 4
Phyllis Rogers 5
Virgil Leonard 6
David Aiken 6
Cindy Thompson 11
Chelsea Fielder 12
Jean Sawyer 13
Anita Ruescher 20
Amy Cook 20
Michael Hurt 21
Jake Fielder 25
Patrick Helms 25
Julie Mick 27
Brenda Coarsey 28
Karl Kammann 30

ANNIVERSARIES
Dennis & Jacqui Inman 13

Upper Room Devotionals 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals are
available on the wall display beside
Gary’s office for any member who
would like one.

Sanctuary Flowers

Do you enjoy the flowers
in worship on Sunday
mornings? If you do, please

consider signing up to remember a
loved one or to celebrate an important
event. These flowers are used in the
Chapel, in the Sanctuary, and divided
into small bouquets to be taken to the
nursing homes and hospitals. The
flower chart is outside the church
office. If you want a particular color
or type of flower, let Janie know or
call The Blossom Shop to personalize
your flowers. The cost is $35 (payable
to FPC) - Please pay in advance of
your notice being printed in the
church bulletin. Thank you for your
help in the past.

In the event of
heavy snow fall or inclement weather
on Sundays and Wednesdays, closing
announcements will be on the church
answering machine, sent out in the
eNews and by text alerts.

Lets Get Moving!

The Presbyterian Women's exercise
group is still meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10:00 upstairs in the
children's area.  All you need is an
exercise ball (there are 2 available in
the workout room) and a beach towel
or yoga mat.  It also helps if you like
to laugh a lot.  We would like to invite
any women who have not been
coming to try us out. We hope to see
you there!
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