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For the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.  Jeremiah 29:11

Your in the Future now!!!!

Last year I took my first Uber ride.  Uber is a
transportation network that uses a mobile app, which
allows customers with smart phones to submit a trip
request. The request is then routed to Uber drivers who
use their own cars. They pick you up and take you to
your destination.  Sort of like what taxicabs used to do. 
Except this is ‘way’ better and more efficient.  We were
in Nashville with our daughter and new son-in-law. We
were going to a Titans game downtown and they
suggested we used Uber. The car picked us up, delivered
us and as I got out I pulled out my wallet to pay the guy. 
Matt, my son-in-law, said, “It is already taken care of.” 
He explained to me that when you request a driver they
take your credit card, all over the phone and it is all
taken care of. Even the tip.  As I stood there with my
head sort of cocked in confusion. Matt said, “You’re in
the future now, Gary!”  It was one of those moments
when I realized the world was changing rapidly and if I
didn’t stay on my game I would be left behind. :)

Each year as January rolls around I always cast my
mind toward the future.  I wonder what the new year
will hold?  I’m always mindful of the text from Jeremiah
where he says, “For the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you
a future and a hope.”  These words are so encouraging
to me.  It seems easy to get worried about all the things
that could go wrong, but as people of faith it is helpful
for us to remember that the Lord has good plans for
our future.  

Shortly you will receive a rather lengthy letter from
me explaining an initiative endorsed by our session. 
The intention is for our congregation to enter into a
time of prayerful discernment as we seek God’s
guidance for our future. We will also be holding
"Listening Session" where everyone will have an
opportunity to share their concerns and hopes for our
future as a church family.  Please prayerfully anticipate
this letter and commit yourself to the process.  

I also encourage you to think on the promise of our 

Lord for our future as individuals and a faith
community.  Know that God has plans for us and they
are plans for our well-being.

Happy 2016,
Gary

I don't have a very long commute into
church.  Most mornings I have just enough
time in the car to hear 2, maybe 3 songs.  I
enjoy the time as it allows me to mentally
prepare for the day ahead.  Do I have
meetings?  Lessons/Sermons to prepare? 

People come to mind that I need to visit or "check-in" on.  It
is a time of my day that I look forward to, for many reasons. 
Some mornings the music on the radio seems to just be
background noise.  Other days it provides me a bit of insight
or inspiration for something I may be facing.  Yesterday on
my way into church I heard the song below by Laura Story…

Blessings
We pray for blessings, we pray for peace

Comfort for family, protection while we sleep
We pray for healing, for prosperity

We pray for Your mighty hand to ease our suffering
And all the while, You hear each spoken need

Yet love is way too much to give us lesser things

[Chorus]
'Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops

What if Your healing comes through tears
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know

You're near
What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise

We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear
We cry in anger when we cannot feel You near
We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love

As if every promise from Your word is not enough
And all the while, You hear each desperate plea

And long that we'd have faith to believe [Chorus]

When friends betray us
When darkness seems to win

We know that pain reminds this heart
That this is not,

This is not our home
It's not our home [Chorus]



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

May you be aware of
God’s blessings for you
as you spread His love 

and serve others in
2016

   (The Evangelism Committee)

What if my greatest disappointments or the aching of this
life
Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can't satisfy
What if trials of this life
The rain, the storms, the hardest nights
Are your mercies in disguise

I realize that without the accompaniment and Laura's voice
singing to us, the lyrics above are just words, but I pray you
see her message.  [Google the title and artist to hear it for
yourself.]  Sometimes prayers won't be answered as we
desire.  Sometimes the challenges of life are preparing us for
part of God's future plans.  May we all live as faithful
followers no matter what the circumstances.  

-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

 Here and Now
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand
times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the
living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they
were saying:
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honor and glory and praise!"
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:
"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
    be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!"
14 The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and
worshiped. Revelation 5:11-14

I'm going to step a bit out of my field now. I'm going to
start off with a theological discussion about cosmology… or
quantum physics… or something like that.  Maybe a
scientist or an engineer can explain the numbers better.
Anyway, here goes.

Our universe is finite. There was a beginning. There will
be an end. There is a set amount of stuff in the set amount
of space that all that stuff takes up. You can't add or
subtract stuff, you can only change its form.  And where
ever you are is "here" for you.  God is bigger than that. God
is, in fact, infinite.   If you are infinite and everywhere, then
everything everywhere for you is "here".

This next concept is a bit harder to grasp, at least for
me. Time is finite. It's measurable. There's a beginning and
there will be an end. At any moment, if someone asks you
what time it is, you can always honestly say "it's now".  But
God is outside of those limitations also. God is eternal. He
was before the beginning, is now, and always will be even
after the end.  If you transcend time, then it's always "now"
for you.

What that means is that for God, everything is here and
now.  For us, that mean's God is always here, now.  All of
eternity is here and now.  You now may ask "So what?
Where is all this going?"  Well I'm glad you asked.

What that means is that when you show up on Sunday,
it's not just about the sermon - though that is important. It's

not just about the music - though that is important. It's not
just about the prayers, or the readings or the offering or
even the fellowship - though all of that is important!

When we show up to worship, God is there, then. In
that place and in that time.  And when we worship, then and
there, we are joining with the angels and the cherubim and
seraphim and the elders and in fact all of creation beyond all
space and time praising God. The God who gave us life.
The God who created us. The God who sent His Son to die
on a cross so that someday, we too can transcend space and
time and be with Him eternally! We are a part of the voices
in verse 13!  Each of us there is in it!

If you go to a ball game, you might be in the stadium,
and your cheering might even be helping your team in some
small way, but you're not in the game. (If you show up to
worship and just sit, you're not even doing that)  But if you
show up and sing, and pray, and read, and respond - you are
in. You are a part of the greatest worship service, and in fact
the greatest of any events ever. So next time you come into
worship, stop and think "Right here, right now, God is
present.  All of the rest of creation is praising God right
now.  And I'm going to show my love and devotion by
adding my voice to the limitless chorus of praise.  You'll
never be more free of limits, and you will definitely never do
anything better.  Don't let discomfort or shyness, or pride or
stubbornness, or personal history or world history, or sports
or work or anything at all keep you out it. Don't miss being
in the infinite and eternal here and now.

Again!!
You know, it's kind of becoming a routine, but I'm not
getting tired of it, nor will I stop. It's time to say again how
AWESOME this church is!!!!  Yesterday was December
13th - the Christmas music Sunday. So many people did so
amazingly great!!  Every ensemble and every reader added
meaning and depth and joy to our celebration and hopefully
to this Christmas season.  And just a few days ago, I dined
in a four-star restaurant in our fellowship hall and had great
fellowship and was entertained in a first-rate way.  I say it
over and over, and no doubt will for a long time - thanks to
all of you who made all of this happen!!   FPC is
overflowing with wonderful, talented people.  Let's
remember this all year long and be excited to see what God
is going to do through us next!!

Rick Kopituk



Wednesday Nights in January
Dinner begins at 5:30pm.  Discipleship at
6:30. FaithWeavers for our children in their suite. 
Backyard Bible Study will resume in January. 

Jan 6 - Denise Aludo, the Executive Director
of CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) will be at FPC for the January 6
Wednesday night program. Come and hear how CASA
seeks to improve the lives of abused and neglected children .
Nellie Foust has also been invited to share about her CASA
experience. Programming will begin at 6:30m in the Theater.

Jan 13 - Listening Session (Gary's letter will explain)

Jan 20 - Start of The 7 Experiment
The 7 Experiment: Staging your own mutiny against
excess. Join us for this (pre)Lenten study.  Fight back
against overindulgence, materialism, and greed, with Jen
Hatmaker, who once considered herself unmotivated by the
lure of prosperity, but upon being called "rich" by a child
who was living in poverty, evidence to the contrary
mounted, and a social experiment turned spiritual journey
was born. This 9-session Bible study will teach us how to
stage a mutiny against excess in seven critical areas of life.
Food. Clothes. Possessions. Media. Waste. Spending. Stress. 
Each session will include a short (12-15 minute) video
followed by discussion and Bible study.  We should all thank
God for Grace. 

Men's Breakfast
Men's Breakfast meet in the theater at 7am. Join
us as we continue on a six-session study by
Andy Stanley titled FIVE THINGS GOD
USES TO GROW YOUR FAITH. Imagine
how differently you would respond to
difficulties, temptations, and even good things
if you knew with certainty that God was in all
of it and was planning to leverage it for good.

Community Cash
It's a New Year and we need you!  Our Community Cash
program has stalled a bit.  I know you are still buying
groceries, getting gas, and possibly filling prescriptions in
the respective pharmacy.  Why not use one of our
convenient cash cards and help the youth make 5% to use
for our mission efforts?  We have both Food City and
Ingles cards available and have sold over 67,000 in cards,
totaling over $3,350 in proceeds for Youth Missions.  As
you do your shopping for food, get gas for your errands, or
anything else at Ingles/Food City, please remember us.  We
are going to set-up a table in the Narthex on Sundays for
convenience, or you can get cards from Kyle during the
week.  May God's blessing be upon us all.  

Movie Night
We are going to take a break from movie night(s) during the
cold of winter.  We will likely start back up when
spring/summer arrives.  We can test the saying that
"absence makes the heart grow fonder." 

Graceful Gatherings Launching This Month
Do you like to have dinner?  Do you like to visit with
people?  Would you like to get to know some of your FPC
family better?  If you answered "Yes" to all of these
questions than we have a new event just for you.  "Graceful
Gatherings" is a rotating supper/dinner club that FPC will
be re-launching in January.  If you would like to make a
reservation for more information, please contact Kyle at
fpcunderground@me.com.  The Atkins, Vest, Holtkamp
and Schmidt families participated the first go around.  Ask
them about their experience.

RightNowMedia
If your email address is included in the church eNews
distribution list, you like recently received an invitation to
RightNowMedia (RNM)(rightnow.org).  The FPC youth are
excited to offer our church access to this ministry tool.  We
live in a media-based society and hope you will find this new
media tool a blessing.  RNM is like a Netflix of christian
videos, movies, conferences, etc.  There is no cost to you as
the youth mission funds are picking up the fee.  RNM
includes Bible Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life Stories,
Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for Teenagers,
Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men, Studies for Women,
Studies on Leadership, Christian Living Bible Studies,
Studies about Work, Studies on Biblical Finance, Studies on
Mission & Outreach, Studies on Evangelism, Studies about
Recovery, Studies for College & Singles, and lots more. 
This is where our current Wednesday night program, An
Unexpected Christmas can be viewed.  We truly believe
there is something for everyone as we seek to strengthen
our bond with Jesus.  RNM is also being used as an
evangelistic tool.  With the youth picking up the fee, we are
able to offer this ministry tool to any of our friends, family,
co-workers, etc. that we/you desire.  I know that with any
new technology there are growing pains, adjustments that
cause frustration, and a wonder how this will benefit me. 
We ask you to give RNM a try, poke around, and let us
know what you think.  We are committed to RNM for a
year and will then reevaluate.  If you would like to get
someone added to the "Invite" list, please email their
contact info (Name and email address) to
fpcunderground@me.com and I will get them added.  If you
have any questions, please let me know. Please let me know
of any questions or problems you encounter.  May God be
with us in all we do.  



Dates for Your Calendar

Passion College Conference - January 2-4

MLK Breakfast - January 18

Theologian in Residence - Tuesdays in February

Souper Bowl of Caring - February 7

Ash Wednesday Service - February 10

Mo'town Madness (Youth) - March 4-5

Presbytery Meeting at Covenant - March 5

Palm Sunday - March 20

Hamblen Co. Spring Break - March 21-25

Maundy Thursday - March 24

Good Friday - March 25

Easter Sunday - March 27

High School Presbytery Retreat - April 8-10

All-Church Retreat 2016 - April 29-May 1

Youth CROSS Mission Trip - May 29-June 3

Vacation Bible School - June 6-10 (tentative dates)

Youth Dominican Republic Trip - June 12-18

Presbytery Meeting at King University - June 4

Presbytery Meeting at Holston Camp - September 6

Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6

BackYard Bible Study

It’s a New Year and a chance for new beginnings.  Join

the BackYard Bible group on Thursdays at 6:30pm

beginning January 7th.  The BYB group will meet in

room 205.  Happy New Year to All.



Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Ashle y
Campbell Lindley 1
Scott Kington 2
Olive Provost 3
Ellen Medford 3
Sharon Lucas 9
Jackie Hale 12
Penney Rogers 12
Carolyn Thiel 13
Anne Taylor 14
Cheryl Brimer 15
Brian Pratt 15
Rebekah Allen 15
Pat Freels Saul 16
Robert Holmes 17
Benjamin Hale 18
Fran Kooles 19
Dena Helms 19
Jonathan Lewis 20
Charles Buhlmann 21
Gerald Risdahl 21
Keefer Andrew 21

Brianna Pratt 23
Sarah Eichelman 23
Bob Bales 23
Ann Howell Tickle 25
Vicki Hollinger 26
Eli Morrison 28
Greg Spain 29
Anna Kopituk 29
Wesley Kopituk 29
Brighton Hurt 30
Kellie Smith 30
Jennifer Little 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Mark & Patty Ann Reynolds 2
Bo & Natasha Morrison 11
Ray & Barbara Bible 15

Upper Room Devotionals 

are available on
the wall display
beside Gary’s

office for any member who
would like one.

THANK YOU! The Evangelism
Committee is, again, amazed and so
very thankful for and appreciative
of the success and blessing received
from the Christmas Parade Snack

Supper. Our devoted servers this year were Judy &
Denver Bennett, Elizabeth & Bruce Campbell, Lily
Cooze, Duane Deardorff, Bill Hale, Ginny Harris,
Amy Keesee, RJ Kopituk, Don Rogers and Terri
and David Tilson. Much appreciation again to our
supportive ministers and our amazing set-up man,
Dennis Stewart. Again, a very, very special thank
you to our members who faithfully contribute
wonderful desserts. Participants were so
appreciative and joy and fun filled our facility.

Communion Preparation Assistance
The Worship Committee and Bonnie Michaud are
looking for volunteers to help occasionally with
communion preparation. Please call Bonnie at 587-
1070 if you would like more information or you are
willing to help.

First Presbyterian Church U.S. Postage Paid
600 W.  Main Street Morristown, TN
Morristown, TN  37814 Non-Profit Organization

Permit No.  246

Return Service Requested

FIELD(FAMILY NAME)

FIELD(ADDRESS)  FIELD(ZIP CODE)



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                         2016
1 Church Office Closed 2

Passion 2016

3
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
Passion 2016

4

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
Passion 2016

5

8:30am HTA
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
6pm Evangelism, 205
6pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH
7pm N.A., 201b

6
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

7

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
10:30am PW Study & Lunch
5:30pm Worship, Choir Suite 
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study,205

8

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

9

10

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
10:45am Officer Training
5pm Underground Youth

11

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

12

8:30am HTA
7pm Scouts’ District Meeting, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

13
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

14

Regular Schedule (See Below)
8:30am HTA
9-11:30am PW Mission
Workshop, Children’s Wing
4:30pm Finance, 201c
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study,205

15

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

16

17

9:30am Worship
   Ordination of Elders
10:45am Sunday School
5pm Underground Youth

18    7am Martin Luther King
Breakfast, gym
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 

Noon Session Packet Info Due

6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

19

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

20
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

21

Regular Schedule (See Below)
8:30am HTA
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study,205

22

8:30am HTA

Noon Newsletter Deadline

7pm N.A., 201b

23

24
 Five Cents-A-Meal Offering

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Session 
5pm Underground Youth

25

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

26

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

27
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

28

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
9-11:30am PW Mission
Workshop, Children’s Wing
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study,205

29

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

30

31

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
5pm Underground Youth

    Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater 
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301      
7pm N.A., 201b  


