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It seems the season of Lent comes earlier
and earlier every year. This year the season
begins with Ash Wednesday on February 10.
Join us in the Sanctuary at 6:30pm for a special service. We
will have the imposition of ashes, which is a reminder that
"from dust we came and dust we shall return." This doesn't
seem like a very optimistic thought, but it does help us to
remember that life is short and we should live it to the fullest
- being the people God has called us to be. We will also add
a fingerprint tree to our service this year. Come and see what
that is all about.
Lenten Disciplines- The season of Lent lasts 40 days
and has always been associated with 'giving something up'.
Denying ourselves in small ways reminds us of the sacrifice
that Jesus made for us. This year I'd like to encourage us to
'take something on' rather than give something up. Take on
daily prayer and devotion. I've downloaded Bruce
Reyes-Chow's 40 Day s 40 Pray e rs 40 Wo rd s . You can get
it on amazon.com as a download or in print. Let's travel the
journey together using this resource.
Also on Sunday's I would like to experiment with teaching
a practice of centering prayer during worship. This will give
us an opportunity to have some quiet time to listen to God's
voice. In our noisy/crazy world this could become a rich
experience to "Be Still and Know that I am God".
Finally I plan on offering a five week sermon series based
on Andy Stanley's FIVE THINGS GOD USES TO GROW
OUR FAITH. We studied this in Men's Breakfast and all
agreed that it would be a helpful/insightful teaching for the
entire congregation.
GROW BIG FAITH
1. Practical Teaching
2. Providential Relationships
3. Practical Practices
4. Personal Ministry
5. Pivotal Circumstances
I'll talk more about Holy Week in the March Newsletter,
but Mark your calendars now for some soulful services that
help us engage mindfully with the activities that occurred the
last week of our Lord's life. Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services are being planned.
And of course we want you to join us for Easter's
resurrection celebration on March 27th. Let Lent change
your life this year!!!!
Gary
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I think there is great value
in the style in which Jesus
taught. Frequently Jesus
used parables. "It has been
said that a parable is an
earthly story with a heavenly
meaning. The Lord Jesus frequently used parables as
a means of illustrating profound, divine truths. Stories
such as these are easily remembered, the characters
are bold, and the symbolism rich in meaning." I want
to share a short parable with you this month. It is not
found in the Bible, but I believe it has a message for
us all.
One day, an older couple was walking along a
beach that was littered with thousands of starfish that
had been washed ashore by the high tide. As they
walked they came upon a young boy who was eagerly
throwing the starfish back into the ocean, one by one.
Puzzled, the couple looked at the boy and asked
what he was doing. Without looking up from his task,
the boy simply replied, "I'm saving these starfish".
The couple chuckled aloud, "Son, there are
thousands of starfish and only one of you. What
difference can you make?"
The boy picked up a starfish, gently tossed it into
the water and turning to the couple, said, "I made a
difference to that one!"
I believe we all have much to learn from the
people of this parable. Many of us would like to
believe we are like the young boy, but I believe there
are some that will read this parable who are more like
the older couple. Not because of your age, but
because of your outlook on helping big problems.
Issues like world hunger, homelessness,
environmental issues, terrorism, proliferation of
weapons, infectious diseases, global population
concerns, and the world economy are just some of the
major concerns that face our world. It would be easier
for us to stick our heads in the sand and say "What
difference can we make?"

Jesus says to his disciples in Matthew 18:3, "Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like little children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven…" I don't believe
that we are born into this world with an understanding of
doubt. I believe the world teaches us this negative lesson.
In his letter to the church at Philippi, Paul writes, "I can
do all things through Him who gives me strength" (Phil
4:13). I don't want to make too large of leap in this
Scripture, but I do believe that God can do mighty things
through God's people. However small it may seem to you,
or the world, I encourage you to make a positive difference.
It may be words of encouragement, a financial blessing, an
act of service, or some other ministry in God's name, but
make a difference. What a blessing it is to bless someone
else. May we all express our faith in God with acts of love
and service towards others. Like the boy throwing tossing
the starfish into the water, we can make a difference. May
God bless our various efforts.
-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

I recently heard a really great discussion
about morality - what it is and what it isn't. It's
meaning and intent have kind of become
displaced. Morality is really a good thing, but
not everybody understands it, or why and even
if it exists at all. The most common definition
is something along the lines of "a set of rules outlining right
and wrong". Most people stop there and say they will be
moral, or maybe they won't. But that definition can get
misused and abused because that kind of definition is
horribly lacking and incomplete since it says nothing about
why.
A short quick statement of the meaning blended with
intent would be more along the lines of a set of instructions
outlining the right and wrong ways to live so that you get
the most out of life. I know this is still pretty simplistic, but
it's getting closer to what morality is really supposed to do
for you.
If you own a car, it comes with an owner's manual. It
tells you all about what everything does and how it basically
works. It also tells you what you should do to get the most
out of your car. It tells you how to "break in" the engine,
how to get the best gas mileage, how, when and how much
oil to add, and even what kind of oil to add. That manual
was written by the people who know the car best - the
people who made it.
Now you are perfectly free to ignore everything in there.
"They have no right to tell me what to do!! It's mine!" And
that's true. You don't have to add oil - you can even add
grape juice if you'd like to, but in the end you probably
won't really be happy with the results.
Morality is simply a set of things to do and to avoid in order
to get the most out of life. The Bible lays out the best ways
to maintain your life so that you can get the most out of it
and be happy with the end results. But nobody has the right

to force it on you. You can totally ignore everything in there
if you want. But it was written by the one who knows you
best - the one who made you.
Pistol Pete Maravich, one of the greatest basketball
players of all time talked about how he had everything.
Money, fame, success. He was on the cover of all the right
magazines. He was the talk of the town and at the pinnacle
of a dream career. And he got in his Porsche and drove
across a bridge seriously contemplating driving off and
ending his life.
Mel Gibson talked about how he had everything.
Money, fame, success. He was on the cover of all the right
magazines. He was the talk of the town and at the pinnacle
of a dream career. And he stood in a hotel room and
seriously contemplated jumping out the window and ending
it all. Because what the world had to offer was never
enough. Ultimately, it was never satisfying. Both men chose
their own way of doing things and even with everything
going their way, they weren't happy with the results.
God made you. And God in His good and perfect love
for you spelled out how to get the most out of life so that
you feel fulfilled and are happy with the results. It's really
pretty simple - follow the manual. Note - I didn't say easy.
Sometimes it can be pretty hard actually. And God knows
this.
Fighting against all the temptations and/or distractions
the world has to offer can be exhausting. So God created a
day of rest and a time to come and worship Him, not
because He needs an ego boost, but because He knows that
is what's really best for you. And like adding oil is crucial
(not the only thing to do - but still crucial) to getting the
best out of your car, coming and worshipping is crucial to
getting the best out of your life.
Each week, come before God and let Him fill you - lift
you up and love you. You will be filled to overflowing with
what you really need to get the most out of life. You just
have to open up and let Him in. Truly worship God with all
your heart, mind, soul, and strength. You'll be happy with
the results.
Rick Kopituk

Reception for the Schmidts
The Congregational Care Committee
invites you to a RECEPTION on Sunday,
February 14th after the worship service, for
Kyle and Amy Schmidt to help them
celebrate the birth of their new child.
There will be a basket for cards if you
would like to bring one.

BackYard Bible Club
Join us on Mondays, at 6:30pm in room 205,
for some time in the Word. This class is led
by Bob Schefter.

Men's Breakfast
Men's Breakfast meet in the theater at 7am. Join
us as we continue on a six-session study by
Andy Stanley titled FIVE THINGS GOD
USES TO GROW YOUR FAITH. Imagine
how differently you would respond to
difficulties, temptations, and even good things
if you knew with certainty that God was in all of it and was
planning to leverage it for good.

Wednesday Nights in February
Dinner begins at 5:30pm. Discipleship at 6:30.
FaithWeavers for our children in their suite.
What would your life look like if we took out
some of the excess and made more room for
Jesus? Join us for The 7 Experiment: Staging your own mutiny
against excess. This (pre)Lenten study will continue through
Holy Week. Fight back against overindulgence, materialism,
and greed, with Jen Hatmaker, who once considered herself
unmotivated by the lure of prosperity, but upon being called
"rich" by a child who was living in poverty, evidence to the
contrary mounted, and a social experiment turned spiritual
journey was born. This 9-session Bible study will teach us
how to stage a mutiny against excess in seven critical areas
of life. Food. Clothes. Possessions. Media. Waste. Spending.
Stress. Each session will include a short (12-15 minute)
video followed by discussion and Bible study. We should all
thank God for Grace.

Community Cash
Help! Our Community Cash program has
stalled a bit. I know you are still buying
groceries, getting gas, and possibly filling
prescriptions in the respective pharmacy. Why
not use one of our convenient cash cards and
help the youth make 5% to use for our mission efforts? We
have both Food City and Ingles cards available and have
sold over 69,125 in cards, totaling over $3,456 in proceeds
for Youth Missions. As you do your shopping for food, get
gas for your errands, or anything else at Ingles/Food City,
please remember us. You can get cards from Kyle on
Sundays or during the week. May God's blessing be upon
us all.

Tusculum College 2016
Theologin In Residence on Tuesdays,
February 2, 9, 16 and 23! "The Dead Sea
Scrolls and the Bible: Identifying, Altering, and
Preserving Scripture in Antiquity." Guest
theologian is Dr. Travis B. Williams, Assistant Professor of
Religion at Tusculum College. The FPC bus will depart at
8:45am each respective morning. Brochures are available on
the bulletin board across the hall from the FPC office.

The 2016 Sanctuary Flower Chart
is hanging outside the church office. Please take
a Sunday in honor or memory of someone. The
beautiful flower arrangements are only $35.
Don’t miss out sharing your love through the
flower ministry. There are still many dates
avaialable for this year.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Whether you are pulling for the Manning-led
Broncos or the Newton-led Panthers, help us
tackle hunger. February 7th is the day of the
big game (Super Bowl) and we hope you will
help us defeat hunger by donating non-perishable food
items or monetarily. Students will be in the Narthex
following the service with Soup pots. Go team!

Lenten Reflections for Everyday Life
Ash Wednesday, and the start of Lent, will
be here before you know it, February 10th.
Gary is suggesting a devotional to aid in
our spiritual journey. "In 40 Days, 40
Prayers, 40 Words, Reyes-Chow
encourages readers to pause in the bustle
of their daily lives to reflect, engage, and
share during the Lenten season. Forty devotions are each
framed around a word inspired by the daily lectionary
readings and include a short scriptural passage, inspirational
prayer, and reflection. Readers who feel too busy for daily
engagement with God will appreciate Reyes-Chow's ability
to speak to the blessings and burdens of everyday life in a
concise, lively manner. Moreover, readers also have the
ability to connect with others through interactive elements
like QR codes that link to social media and provide access to
additional reflections, graphics, and prayers. This unique
resource expands the ways we can connect with God, and
with each other, both during Lent and at any time along our
journeys of faith." Search "40 Days, 40 Prayers, 40 Words:
Lenten Reflections for Everyday Life" on Amazon for
various purchase options. The paperback retails for $14,
and the Kindle version is $8.80.

Dates for your calendar
Theologian in Residence - Tuesdays in February
Souper Bowl of Caring - February 7
Ash Wednesday Service - February 10
Mo'town Madness (Youth) - March 4-5
Presbytery Meeting at Covenant - March 5
Palm Sunday w/ lunch and egg hunt - March 20
Hamblen Co. Spring Break - March 21-25
Maundy Thursday - March 24
Good Friday - March 25
Easter Sunday - March 27
High School Presbytery Retreat - April 8-10
All-Church Retreat 2016 - April 29-May 1
Youth CROSS Mission Trip - May 29-June 3
Vacation Bible School - June 6-10 (tentative dates)
Youth Dominican Republic Mission Trip - June
12-18
Presbytery Meeting at King University - June 4
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Camp - September 6
Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6

All-Church Retreat 2016
It has been listed in our upcoming events
for a few months, but we wanted to give
you some exciting details about this
opportunity. Friday, April 29th, through
Sunday, May 1st a group from FPC will be
escaping to the mountains of North
Carolina (Banner Elk to be exact). The beautiful Holston
Presbytery Camp awaits with over 150 acres of camp to
explore. The weekend will include teaching, fellowship,
food, fun, hiking, relaxation, and more. Rick and Polly
Kopituk have agreed to be our teachers this year, so I am
sure it is going to be some great stuff. Whether you have
been several years in a row, have been away for a while, or
have never been to camp, we invite you to prayerfully
consider joining us. Check out holstoncenter.org for
information about the camp and facilities. Price includes 2
nights lodging, breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Saturday, and
breakfast on Sunday, as well as time with some wonderful
FPC family. Cost is $105/person. Please speak with Kyle
to register or if cost prevents you from attending.

RightNowMedia
The FPC youth are excited to offer our church
access to this ministry tool. We live in a
media-based society and hope you will find this new
media tool a blessing. RightNowMedia (RNM) is
like a Netflix of Christian videos, movies, conferences, etc.
There is no cost to you as the youth mission funds are
picking up the fee. RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids
Shows, Real Life Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents,
Studies for Teenagers, Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men,
Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership, Christian Living
Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies on Biblical
Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach, Studies on
Evangelism, Studies about Recovery, Studies for College &
Singles, and lots more. We truly believe there is something
for everyone as we seek to strengthen our bond with Jesus.
RNM is also being used as an evangelistic tool. With the
youth picking up the fee, we are able to offer this ministry
tool to any of our friends, family, co-workers, etc. that
we/you desire. I know that with any new technology there
are growing pains, adjustments that cause frustration, and a
wonder how this will benefit me. We ask you to give RNM
a try, poke around, and let us know what you think. We are
committed to RNM for a year and will then reevaluate. If
you would like to get someone added to the "Invite" list,
please email their contact info (Name and email address) to
fpcunderground@me.com and I will get them added.
Please let me know of any questions or problems you
encounter. May God be with us in all we do.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2016

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study, 205
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

2
8:30am HTA
8:45am Depart to Tusculum
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
6pm Scouts’
Round Table,
FH
7pm N.A.,
201b

3

4

5

10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

7
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
5pm Underground Youth

8
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study, 205
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

9

10
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30p m As h We d n e s d ay Se rv ic e
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

11

12

13

Regular Schedule (See Below)
8:30am HTA
9-11:30am PW Mission
Workshop, Children’s Wing
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

Youth Winter Jam Concert

14
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
5pm Underground Youth

15
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study, 205
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

16

17
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

18

19

20

Regular Schedule (See Below)
8:30am HTA

8:30am HTA
Noon Newsletter Deadline
7pm N.A., 201b

21

22 8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Session Packet Info Due
6pm Westminster Handbells
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study, 205
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

23

24
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

25

26

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
5pm Underground Youth

28
Five Cents-A-Meal Offering
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Session
5pm Underground Youth

29
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
6:30pm BackYard Bible Study, 205
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8:30am HTA
8:45am Depart to Tusculum
7pm Scouts’ District Meeting, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

8:30am HTA
8:45am Depart to Tusculum
7pm N.A., 201b

8:30am HTA
8:45am Depart to Tusculum
7pm N.A., 201b

6

8:30am HTA
10:30am PW Study & Lunch
5:30pm Worship, Choir Suite

8:30am HTA
10am PW Council, 301b
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

27

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through our actions and works in order to expand
God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Pat Portrum
ANNIVERSARIES
Ray & Lil Seals
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Church Snow Policy

1

In the event of inclement weather, closing
announcements will be on the church answering
machine, and sent out via the eNews and text alert
systems.

Upper Room Devotionals
are available on the wall display beside Gary’s
office for any member who would like one.

Rama Burns
Lenna Sikes
Jeff Atkins
Sarah Storms Frazier
Bonnie Michaud
Suzanne Harrison
Polly Kopituk
Kelci Smith
DruAnna Overbay
Pamela Cripe
Jane Hersch
Jake Spivey
Madison Cook
Barbara Kirby
Taelor Hale
Terri Tilson
Doris Payne-Prater
Joyce Cardwell
Mary Katherine Price
Sarah Branham
Tonia Hale
Scott Moore
Wayne Lucas
Janie Brooks
Bob White
Jacqui Inman

1
3
5
5
5
6
6
7
9
10
11
14
15
16
19
20
20
21
22
22
23
24
24
26
26
28

Church Text Alert System
Our church is using RainedOut, a text alert service,
to inform you about cancelled events, changed
plans, weather delays, and more. RainedOut
delivers our urgent alerts to you as a text message
or email. This is an opt-in service, which allows you
to control if you subscribe or not.
Text FPCMORRISTOWN to 84483 to receive
general church alerts.
Text FPCUNDERGROUND to 84483 to
receive general Youth alerts.
Text FPCKIDS to 84483 to receive general
Children alerts.
You can join multiple lists, if you desire, by
texting the different words to 84483. Contact Kyle
with any questions or comments about this new
tool.

