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The time is coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will make a new covenant with the people
of Israel and Judah. It won't be like the covenant I
made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt... 
No, this is the covenant that I will make with the

people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my
Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be
their God, and they will be my people. Jeremiah 31:31-32a, 33 (CEB) 

As I write my article for the December Newsletter, it is
the Sunday before Thanksgiving. My thoughts are filled with
MATS Turkey Smokin’ fund raiser and visiting my family
for the holiday.  As I walked my dog last night, I saw the
most beautiful super moon, and . . . and . . .  four of my
neighbors who have already decorated their homes for
Christmas.

As the Holiday season swoops down upon us, I doubt
many realized that the end of the Christian year is coming to
a close.  Ordinary time ends with Christ the King Sunday
(The Sunday before Thanksgiving) to be followed by the
First Sunday of Advent (the Sunday following
Thanksgiving). During Advent, the church's focus shifts to
God's promise of renewal and redemption as we await the
celebration of Jesus' birth. In the scripture from Jeremiah
above, you can hear God's promise of a new covenant that
is fulfilled through Jesus Christ. 

Unlike most of the feasts, festivals or holidays on the
liturgical calendar, Reign of Christ Sunday is not one of the
ancient days of liturgical celebration within the Church. It
was established by Pope Pius XI between World War I and
World War II in 1925. It was not until 1969 that the festival
was assigned to the last Sunday of the liturgical year. The
Pope's stated purpose was "to remind Christians of their
true allegiance in the face of virulent Communist and Fascist
ideologies that claimed earthly paradises that would fulfill
every human need, while exerting absolute dominion over
their populations." This moment of transition in Advent is a
good time to engage in self-assessment regarding those
things, ideologies, earthly leaders, etc., that are competing
for true allegiance, claiming to deliver an earthly paradise or
drawing our attention away from following Jesus' examples
of giving thanks to God, loving each other, and caring for
the poor, ill, and disenfranchised. 
In his article "A Tale of Two Fridays," Matt Litton asserts
that in the United Sates, "there is now only one formidable
religious Friday in our culture"-not Good Friday, the Friday

on which Jesus lays down his life for many, but "Black
Friday" the traditional kick-off to the Christmas shopping
season where we worship consumerism.

It is a good time for us to ask ourselves if we are living
into Christ’s reign or worshiping other deities?  There is a
sharp contrast between the secular celebrations of our
culture and the call of Christ, to be part of bringing in a new
world order.

I’m all for being festive, but I also hope that I can be
mindful of “the true reason for this season," which is a call
for us to love God with all our hearts and to love one
another.  I pray that our celebrations, and particularly our
times of worship together will help us be mindful of that.

Because of Him,

Gary

As I sit down to write this
article, I realize there are a plethora
of things clamoring for our
attention.  The TV is calling, saying

"come watch and be entertained," the family is saying "we
want to spend time together," your favorite book is saying,
"I have missed you," work is calling, "we need a couple
more hours," and the list goes on.  We are busy people who
have a finite amount of time, but lots of potential ways to
spend our time.  We need to eat and sleep.  Many of us need
to work.  Many of us (I suggest) need to spend quality time
with our respective family.  Some of us need to care for a
family member.  The needs of life are very real.  But then we
venture into the more discretionary time part of our lives. 
Will we play golf, go shopping, spend hours on Facebook,
watch TV or a movie, read the paper, take a walk, etc.?  I
want to suggest some time in a good book…maybe even the
Good Book.  Spending time in God's Word on a regular
basis is good for the soul…literally.  We have a little jewel in
our midst that I believe has been overlooked by a great
portion of our congregation.  It's the FPC library.  Located
on the second floor, near the Music Suite, the FPC library is
a hidden treasure.  It is a well-organized (thank you Carolyn
Thiel) oasis for those looking for some Christian literature. 
There are books for all ages and reading levels.  There are
books on creation, finance, self-help, books of the Bible,
and much more.  Beyond the Bible I want to highlight some
books that are new(er) to the FPC library.  Below you will
find some books that are either new additions to the library
or old favorites that would be a great read.  This by no



means is an exhaustive list, just a small sample.  I plan to
highlight additional books and sections of the library in the
coming months.  For now, stop by the library (it is open
whenever the church is open) and check out a book for your
enjoyment/study.  We hope you can see the library for the
blessing it can be to all.  

Selections from the FPC Library (in no particular order)
Too Busy Not to Pray: Slowing Down to Be With God by Bill
Hybels
How to Win Friends & Influence People: The Only Book You Need
to Lead You to Success by Dale Carnegie
Sexual Intimacy in Marriage by William Cutrer, MD and Sandra
Glahn
Attitude 101: What Every Leader Needs to Know by John C.
Maxwell
Relationships 101: What Every Leader Needs to Know by John C.
Maxwell
A Woman and Her God by Beth Moore
Get Out of That Pit: Straight Talk about God's Deliverance by
Beth Moore
One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully Right Where You Are
by Ann Voskamp
Praying God's Word Day by Day: A Year of Devotional Prayer by
Beth Moore
Love & War: Finding Your Way to Something Beautiful in Your
Marriage by John & Stasi Eldridge
Moments with You: Daily Connections for Couples by Dennis &
Barbara Rainey
Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt: A Theological Survival Guide for
Youth, Parents, and Other Confused Presbyterians by Ted V. Foote
Jr. & P. Alex Thornburg
Fight Fair!: Winning at Conflict Without Losing at Love by Tim &
Joy Downs
Unstoppable: Running the Race You Were Born to Win by
Christine Caine
Undaunted: Daring to Do What God Calls You to Do by
Christine Caine
Twelve Extraordinary Women: How God Shaped Women of the
Bible and What He Wants to Do with You by John MacArthur
Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity by
Nancy Percy 

-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Why Not?

Well, Thanksgiving was great!  I've given up on
the idea of eating in moderation.  It's just not going
to happen.  I'll make up for it as I work to prepare
for Christmas.  Or so I tell myself.

Christmas and New Year's Day are on Sundays
this year.  It always raises the question "What are we going
to do about worship?".  I'm not sure why this is an issue. 
Ok, I do know "why" - presents, cooking, maybe "recovery"
for a few, but I'm asking a much deeper why.

First, Christmas Day is actually celebrating the greatest
gift ever given.  This is a more important and more valuable
gift than has ever been given. In fact, this gift is the reason
we come to church in the first place. The gift was given to
all of us freely, in the most sincere and pure love. You all
should know I'm talking about Jesus.  For God so loved the
world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believes in Him, shall not perish, but have eternal life.

The next "why" question is "Why don't we come to
church on every Christmas Day, no matter what day of the
week that is?  It's a day off from everything (unless maybe
you're a firefighter, or a police officer or a hospital worker,
etc.). It that case - thank you and God bless you!!  But do
you really have anything more important than to go thank
God for giving us His Son, and praise Him for His
redeeming acts in our lives and the lives of the whole world? 
Is it really that much of a bother to gather together with
other Christians and say "Thank you, God. We love you?"
How much time will you spend "hanging out" sitting and
chatting or watching football or parades?    How much
effort will you put into a beautiful dinner table?  Some might
say they'll just thank God at home - "Ok God thanks, but
don't inconvenience me."

And similarly, is there really any better or more
important way to bring in the new year than by praising
God for giving you a new year and seeking His will for your
life over the next 365 days?  Think about how many times
you've been in a bind, maybe had a very serious issue and
you've gone right to God - "Help me! Fix this!  I need that!" 
Will you ask God for anything next year?  But is the
truthful, honest reality "God, I'm having a good time right
now.  When I need you, I'll call."

God is real.  God loves us.  God puts up with an awful
lot of junk from all of us.  God has given us everything. 
Think about Good Friday. Think about the cross.  Can't you
sacrifice a little time on special days to acknowledge that and
show Him He's truly important to you? 

Rick K opituk



PW BOOK CLUB

We are meeting on Friday, Dec. 9 at 6pm at
the home of Kay LaFountaine.  This month,
instead of reading a new book, we are going
to have a Christmas celebration and

get-together. We are asking everyone to bring one of their
favorite used books (gift wrapped) for a book exchange. 
Also, please bring a dish to share.  Everyone is welcome and
we will look forward to seeing you there!  Give
Kay a call (586-4044) for additional info or for directions to
her house.

Wednesday Activities
Nov. 30 we will share The Ride: A Christmas Eve
Parable.  This 32 minute video will be followed
discussion about how we can make Christmas
more than just the next holiday on the calendar. 
Dec. 7 we will share Louie Giglio's How Great is
Our God.  
Dec. 14 is our annual Congregational Christmas
dinner…more details elsewhere in this newsletter.  Dec. 21
and 28 we will not have Wednesday nights.  As of now, we
plan to offer Henry Blackaby's Experiencing God: Knowing and
Doing the Will of God beginning January 4th.  More details will
come in the bulletins and eNews.

Join us on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. Dinner
service is from 5:30-6:30.  Please sign up for dinner in the
Fellowship Pad or with Janie by 4pm of the preceding
Monday.  

Menus for December:
December 7: Breakfast Bar, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon/Fried
Bologna, Hash brown casserole, Biscuits/Gravy, Funnel cake
sticks / syrup

December 14: Christmas Dinner: Turkey and Dressing, Mashed
Potatoes and Gravy, Cranberry Salad, Jazzy Green Beans, Rolls,
and Dessert of Coconut Cake and Pecan Pie.

Jan 4: Adults: Salad Bar, Pinto Beans and Great Northern Beans,
Salmon Patties, Mixed Greens, Fried potatoes, Corn bread or
biscuits, & Desserts; Kids: Cheese Quesadilla, Chips/salsa, Dessert
 
Jan 11: Adults/Kids: Breakfast Bar, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon/Fried
Bologna, Hash brown casserole, Biscuits/Gravy, Funnel cake
sticks/syrup, Dessert;

Jan 18: Adults: Broccoli Cheddar Soup, Salad Bar, Hand breaded
chicken tenders, French fries/onion rings, Cole Slaw, Mac n
cheese, Yeast rolls, Dessert; Kids: Chicken Tender, Mac n cheese,
French Fries, Roll, Dessert.

Jan 25: Adults: Salad bar, Vegetable soup, Roast Beef and Gravy,
Creamed potatoes, Peas, Rolls, Dessert; Kids: Cheese stuffed
Ravioli, Apple Slices, Dessert

Men’s Breakfast 
Join us as we work through the Old
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the

Bible that outlines its literary design and main ideas,
showing you how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We
meet Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

Sesquicentennial Celebration
One hundred fifty years!  That’s how long
First Presbyterian Church has been a force
for God in Morristown, Tennessee! 
Established in 1867, our church will celebrate
its 150th anniversary on Sunday, April 30, 
2017.  To commemorate the event, we are planning a series
of events to recognize and celebrate what God has done for
us and through us over the past century and a half.  
Working with Dr. Gary Kelly on the planning committee are
Becky Jo Moles, historical presentations and re-enactment;
Sue Atkins, service projects;  Bill Hale, re-connections with
former members, and  Elizabeth Campbell, publicity and
communications.  Each of them is gathering committee
members who will work together to plan the observation of
our sesquicentennial.  If you would like to add your name
please contact any one of these.  More information will be
forthcoming in the new year, but in the meantime please
offer your prayers for a meaningful and appropriate
celebration.

The Sesquicentennial Committee assigned to reconnect with
former church members is working to develop a list of
names of past church members, ministers and their families,
and former staff.  As plans are made and church history is
complied, we would like to communicate with them through
email with invitations to celebrate with us. Working on this
project are Mary Anne Tucker, Anne Taylor, Sally Morrison
and Bill Hale.  We are asking for your help in finding email
addresses for those we don’t have and also in adding new
names and their email addresses.  Please visit
fpcmorristown.com/about-us/150-years in order to access
the list of names we have so far and follow the directions to
add any missing email addresses you may know.  Also, if you
are aware of anyone you think should be added to the list
you can click the link there or send an email message with
the name and email address to Kyle at
fpcunderground@me.com.  He will add it to the list.  We
are working toward a deadline to complete this list of
December 9th, and sure would appreciate any help you can
give us. Thank you.



Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work! 
Our Community Cash program is like a
win-win.  You buy groceries and Food
City/Ingles gives us money for mission work. 
I know you are still buying groceries, getting
gas, and possibly filling prescriptions in the respective
pharmacy.  Why not use one of our convenient cash cards
and help the youth make 5% to use for our mission efforts? 
We have both Food City and Ingles cards available and have
sold over 90,935 in cards, totaling over $4,546 in proceeds
for Youth Missions.  Community Cash cards can be used
for any item sold in the respective grocery store.  As you do
your shopping for food, get gas for your errands, or
anything else at Ingles/Food City, please remember us.  You
can get cards from the youth at the table in the Gathering
Hall on Sundays or from Janie or Kyle during the week. 

Martin Luther King Day Breakfast

Tickets are available in the church office for the
6th Annual Martin Luther King Day Breakfast
and awards event, to be held Monday, January
19 in the Family Life Center. 

Christmas Parade Snack Supper
 FPC will again be serving a snack supper to
Christmas Parade participants this year. Supper
will be served in the gym on Thursday,
December 1 at 5:30 p.m. We ask that our

congregation support this effort for our community by
providing FINGER FOOD DESSERTS. Contributions need to
arrive at the church by 4pm on December 1.

Mark Your Calendars

Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 1
Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6
Praising God through Music, Sunday - December 11
Congregational Care Christmas Dinner - December 14
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Worship - December 25
New Years Day Worship - January 1
Martin Luther King Day Breakfast  - January 16

WSCC Choral Ensembles Concert
The WSCC Encore Chorale along with the student
choirs at WSCC will present a concert in our
sanctuary on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:30pm.  This
special concert features music of the Christmas
season with some of the selections featuring harp
accompaniment.  The college ensembles are
directed by Laura Ritter.  The Encore Chorale (community
chorus) is directed by Ben Stapleton and accompanied by
Deborah Sanders.

Church-Wide Christmas Dinner
The Congregational Care Committee

invites the congregation to the annual
Christmas Dinner, set this year for
Wednesday, December 14, at 5:30 p.m.   The
elegant “Herald Angels” evening will feature
dinner served in the Fellowship Hall

transformed into a beautiful holiday dining venue. On the
traditional Christmas menu will be turkey and dressing,
mashed potatoes and gravy, cranberry salad, jazzy green
beans, rolls, and dessert of coconut cake and pecan pie.  The
evening will feature  music presented by church musicians
and choirs, carol singing, and stories for children.  Suggested
donation for this evening only is $10 for adults, $5 for
children with a family maximum of $25.  Please make your
reservations early with Janie in the church office. 

Operation Christmas Shoebox
The Presbyterian Women would like to thank
the congregation for supporting the Samaritan
Purses's Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
project.  34 packed boxes (19 packed by our
youth and children) and monetary donations for 104 more
boxes (75 paid for with cookbook proceeds) were
collected...for a total of 138 boxes, exceeding our goal. 
Now let's pray that these boxes will not only bring joy, but
also the knowledge of God's love to children around the
world. 

Holiday Hope Fund 
The Holiday Hope Fund is the community wide
effort to meet the needs of the less fortunate
during the Christmas Season.  The money
collected is used to provide Christmas Food

Baskets to the elderly, disabled, and low income families in
our county.  The money is also used to purchase toys and
Christmas Stockings for children in low income families.  If
you would like to make a donation, please make your checks
payable to First Presbyterian Church and mark it “Holiday
Hope Fund.”



Sun, Nov 27 8:30/10:30am Advent One Worship Service

Thurs, Dec. 1 5:30pm Supper for Christmas Parade Participants

Thurs, Dec. 1 7:00pm Morristown Christmas Parade

Sun, Dec. 4 8:30/10:30am Advent Two Worship Service

Tues, Dec. 6 7:30pm Community Chorale Christmas Concert, FPC

Sanctuary

Wed, Dec. 7 5:30pm Family Dinner and a program

Fri, Dec 9 6:00pm PW Book Club Christmas Celebration

Sun, Dec. 11 10:30am Advent Three - Christmas Cantata Co m e  Ye

Faith fu l: A Se rv ic e  o f  Caro ls

Wed, Dec. 14 5:30pm Church-Wide Christmas Dinner, He rald  An g e ls

Sun, Dec. 18 8:30/10:30am Advent Four  Worship Service

Sat, Dec. 24 5:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sun, Dec. 25 10:30am Christmas Day Worship Service

Sun, Jan 1 10:30am New Year's Day Worship Service

Jesus IS the reason for this season.
Celebrate His Birth, His Life, His Love

by reaching out!!

Advent/Christmas Season at First Presbyterian



Frank Little 1
Pam Dillion 1
Gary Kelly 2
Sam Cooze 3
Nellie Foust 4
Judy Aiken 5
Teresa Vest 6
Betty Wright 7
Amy Schmidt 7
Rick Kopituk 8
Mildred Jones 12
Jim White 14
Susan Sams 15
Bonnie Deardorff 17
Terry Brimer 17
Amy Keesee 17
Jon Dickerson 18
Greyson Smith 20
Lance Graves 22
Ann Dickerson 23
Linda Sedlack 24
Mira Craine 26
Jackie Fielder 27
John Cook 28
John Dillion 28
Michael Tharp 28
Charlie Hurt 28
Randy Moles 29
Mabel Smith 30

ANNIVERSARIES
Derek Cooze & Kim Keinath 22
Bob & Ann Tickle 30
Tom & Jackie Hale 31

Church snow policy: In the event of

heavy snow fall or inclement weather on
Sundays and Wednesdays, closing
announcements will be on the church
answering machine, sent out in the
eNews and by text alerts. 

Scott Kington 2
Ellen Pillsbury 3
Sharon Lucas 9
Jackie Hale 12
Penney Rogers 12
Carolyn Thiel 13
Anne Taylor 14
Cheryl Brimer 15
Brian Pratt 15
Rebekah Allen 15
Pat Freels Saul 16
Robert Holmes 17
Fran Kooles 19
Charles Buhlmann 21
Keefer Andrew 21
Sarah Eichelman 23
Ann Howell Tickle 25
Eli Morrison 28
Greg Spain 29
Anna Kopituk 29
Wesley Kopituk 29
Kellie Smith 30
Jennifer Little 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Mark & Patty Ann Reynolds 2
Bo & Natasha Morrison 11
Ray & Barbara Bible 15






