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Bride of Christ

As most of you know our daughter Mary
Katherine got married this summer to Matt
Price.  It was such a joyous occasion for us and
we thank all of you for helping us celebrate
that event.

During the wedding there was a moment
when the wedding director took me to get Mary Katherine so
I could walk her down the aisle.  When I walked into the
room where she was waiting for me I was overwhelmed with
emotion. She was so beautiful, so radiant. I was so full of joy. 
It was something I never expected to feel.  It was a tender
moment that I shall always remember.  Since then it has
often come to my mind the imagery in Scripture of the
church being the bride of Christ. I can’t help but wonder if
our Lord feels as much joy for us when He sees us?

At the Second Coming of Christ, the church will be
united with the Bridegroom, the official "wedding ceremony"
will take place and, with it, the eternal union of Christ and
His bride will be actualized (Revelation 19:7-9; 21:1-2).

At that time, all believers will inhabit the heavenly city known
as New Jerusalem, also called “the holy city” in Revelation
21:2 and 10. In his vision of the end of the age, the Apostle
John sees the city coming down from heaven adorned “as a
bride,” meaning that the inhabitants of the city, the redeemed
of the Lord, will be holy and pure, wearing white garments of
holiness and righteousness.”

As believers in Jesus Christ, we who are the bride of Christ,
wait with great anticipation for the day when we will be
united with our Bridegroom. 

As the proud father of the bride, I think I have been
given a small hint of the joy that our heavenly Father will feel
when we see Him face to face.

Until then, we remain faithful to Him and say with all the
redeemed of the Lord, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation
22:20).

Faithfully yours,

Gary

This past Saturday Amy and I were
in Indiana celebrating the life of my
Grandma Rosie (Helen Rosalee
Schmidt).  At 97 years of age, Grandma
Rosie passed on Sunday, August 16th. 
I was given the true honor and blessing
to conduct the service for friends and

family to celebrate her life and bear witness to the
resurrection.  I miss my Grandma Rosie, but I am also
confident that she has been reunited with her Maker in
heaven.  For this month’s Proclaimer article I am going to
share a few of my fond Grandma Rosie memories and some
of her qualities that I believe we could all try and emulate.

Grandma Rosie valued education.  At a time when
education was not nearly as widespread as today, especially
for women, Rosalee went to Purdue University and
graduated in 1939.  She went not to get her MRS. degree, but
to further her own education which allowed her to help and
teach others through the sharing of her acquired knowledge. 
Grandma was a smart person.  I was amazed on many
occasions to find her completed crossword puzzles from the
newspaper.  This thirst for knowledge and value for
education is something she instilled in all of her children. 
Grandma didn’t allow her family to settle for “okay,” but
pushed everyone around her to strive for better.

Grandma Rosie taught high school Home Economics
and her talents were many.  Time with family, cooking, crafts,
sewing, quilting, flowers, art work, and much more were all
activities she enjoyed.  She was incredibly creative lady,
always thinking of some way to brighten the life of another. 
Whether it was her Christmas ornaments, hand-made
Halloween costumes, a painting, a hand-made article of
clothing, or her pieces of art, these items have become family
treasures that bring back fond memories.

Two of the life lessons I shared during her service were
as follows:
 “When looking for employment, when you believe there are
no jobs, remember…There is always room for a good
employee.”  And second, “Don’t get down comparing
yourself to others who you may perceive to be smarter,
better looking or wealthier.  If you are 100% honest and
always tell the truth you will have the solace in knowing no
one in the world can beat you with integrity and honesty.”

Grandma Rosie was great at encouraging others to
pursue their dreams.  She was conservative, honest, firm and
loving as she treated all people with respect.  She lovingly
supported each child/grandchild’s sports and various
activities, whether she understood what was happening or
not.  She created an environment for family to respect all

they met.  Grandma Rosie had an infectious laugh and when
mixed with her tongue stuck between her teeth, you knew
she was really excited.  You would never hear a negative
word from her mouth.  She was able to find a positive in
everything.  She was humble, not wanting or needing the
spotlight.  Instead she allowed others to shine as she worked
in the background.  

There are countless cherished memories that could be
shared, including Dinner at 5:30 . . .  in bed by 7:30 . . .
everyday, homemade “well-balanced” cooking, Raisin bran
muffins, Banana salad with peanuts and miracle whip…you
truly have to experience it before you judge it, working with
her in the garden, bunk bed parties, the fun laundry shoot,
climbing the ginkgo tree, collecting lightening bugs, naps on
the "davenport" with perfectly appliquéd duck pillows, quilts,
crafts, The Rock in the front yard, and Rhubarb pie (with no
strawberries).  

One final cherished memory that I have is going to
church with Grandma Rosie.  Don’t get me wrong, there
were many times when visiting my grandparents during our
summer vacation that I wanted to sleep in and just relax, but
it wasn’t an option.  As a member of Carmel United
Methodist Church for over 60 years, faith was important to
Grandma Rosie.  There are literally story after story about
how wonderful Rosalee was, but without Jesus this would be
the end of the story.  No matter how kind you are to others,
or how well you live your life, if you die without Jesus, you
will spend eternity without Jesus.  In John 11:25, the Bible
quotes Jesus saying, “I am the resurrection and the life.  The
one who believes in me will live, even though they die.”  As
morbid or depressing as it sounds, death is coming for us all. 
I share this not as a threat, but as a promise from God.  The
number of our days here on Earth are but a brief moment
when compared to eternity.  

Thank you for reading about Grandma Rosie.  I pray
that we all might posses some of the God-given qualities she
exhibited.  I can see God welcoming her home, saying “Well
done, good and faithful servant.”  Amy and I are truly
grateful for the love and support of the church during this
time of loss.    

—Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Some Worship Notes

(no pun intended)

   Many in our congregation read music.
This can be a truly wonderful thing. New
hymns will be sung with confidence because

those who read are able to lead those who don’t. And
harmony parts can be sung as well. However, there is a new,
potential, but slight, disadvantage.

   When we sing hymns during worship, we typically have
one page in front of us. And typically, we start at the top and
sing the melody down to the bottom. Then typically we go
back to the top and repeat the melody again for the second
verse. And so on for all of the verses.

   However, charismatics, and now most “contemporary”
congregations don’t follow a set form like that. Part of the
reason behind that practice, (particularly among charismatics,
but typically shared by most) is that they want to be “free to
be led by the Holy Spirit”.  I fully believe we are led by the
Holy Spirit as well, just in a very different way.

   In practice, what that means is they don’t necessarily
sing hymns or worship songs straight through and then
simply repeat them all the way through for each consecutive
verse.  They will repeat refrains or verses, sometimes out of
order. They may repeat certain phrases, maybe even several
times. The congregation members and even the worship
leader may even improvise around the melody as it’s sung.
All of this is led by a worship leader, and likely a worship
team, who guides the congregation through the service. 

   Additionally, many churches practice what is called
“singing in the spirit”.  Basically, this is where the
instrumentalists continue to play the song, but each person in
the congregation prays on their own - often melodically.
They basically improvise a melody as they voice their prayers.

   The difficulty with this practice is in letting people
know what to sing and when. This is easily solved by putting
the words up on a screen as needed. If there’s words on the
screen, sing them. If there’s no words on the screen, don’t
sing them. (Yogi Berra has influenced my writing a bit)  A
gifted worship leader with a well-rehearsed band and a strong
tech team can lead a congregation in and out of verses and
song sections and even different songs seamlessly.
Sometimes if it’s a song the congregation knows really well,
they will just go where they feel led to go and the
congregation follows.  It is also very common for the leader
to quickly call out a word or phrase at the end of the phrase
they are singing which lets the congregation, the ensemble,
and the tech team know what’s next.  The congregations
typically learn the music by hearing it, and they are practiced
and comfortable doing so. They feel free to worship even if
they don’t know the song well, because their ears and the
worship leader will guide them.

   This is where relying on printed notes becomes a
disadvantage.  The notes printed in the hymnal essentially
function as the worship leader - “telling” the congregation
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exactly what to sing and when. In a very large way, the
organist shares this responsibility, setting the tempo, the
pitch, the style, and dictating when to start and stop.  The
organ also typically plays the melody, so it leads singers who
don’t read notes and do rely on their ears.

   There’s really no good way to put rotated songs up
on a screen. Deciding on a form in advance removes the
“free” aspect of the song and when all repeats and extra
phrases are put together, printed sheets could easily become
long and cumbersome.

   So how do we bring modern worship songs to a
congregation that prefers to have the music rotated? Great
question!  What we are currently doing is printing out the
music - words and melody - in a very basic form.  Sometimes
our Worship Ensemble will follow the form pretty much just
as written. But when we don’t, one of our Worship Leaders
will call out a word or phrase to let you know where we are
going. We’ll try to print song sheets which make it as easy as
possible to find the section we are going to sing.  But it does
add a new layer for our music readers. You all will have to
listen as you sing for cues about what’s next, and not just rely
on following the exact printed form top to bottom.

  It would take another ¾ of a page to give an example,
so if you want to know more details and an example or two -
just come and see me. The important thing is to make sure
you just relax and follow the Worship Leader into a
worshipful place.  As they start a song, feel free to follow
along. It’s a very common practice to simply create your own
harmony part - improvise it.  When a different section is
called, relax and join in.  Don’t worry about the quality of
your voice.  We are called by scripture to lift our voice in
song. Let’s make it a full, vibrant, and living song to honor
our awesome God!! 

Rick Kopituk

Presbyterian Women Present

The annual Presbyterian Women's Fall
Celebration Dinner will be held in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
September 13, 2015, from 5:00 –
7:00pm. Noted Knoxville author, Dr.
Lin Stepp, will speak on Trav e lin g
Do w n  th e  Write r's  Ro ad : Sto rie s

 Alo n g  th e  Way . Lin has several published novels, each set
in a different location in the Smoky Mountains. Her latest
novel, Makin ' Mirac le s ', set in Gatlinburg, was just released
by Kensington and another one will be released in the fall of
2015 and another in the spring of 2016. Please plan to join us
for an evening of dinner, music, bible study introduction and
an informative talk. Dinner will be catered and the cost per
ticket is $7. You can purchase a ticket in the office.

Be Ready! Get'em While They're 

Hot Off the Press!

The Presbyterian Women's cookbook 
Traditional Treasures: Tried and True from Me to
You will be available on September 13th at
the fall dinner and thereafter on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings.
Proceeds from the $10 purchase will
benefit Christmas shoe boxes. 

The 316 page cookbook contains
recipes from our congregation's cooks. The
legacy category contains recipes from
former members and deceased loved ones.

Each contribution is identified.
These cookbooks make great gifts for birthdays,

Christmas, weddings, or other special occasions.
Check out the following "recipe teaser" from the

collection. Isn't your mouth watering? We know you are
anxious to try some of these great ideas and hope you are as
excited about this cookbook as we Presbyterian Women. 

CURRIED SHRIMP TARTS Pamela McCulloch

1 cup chopped cooked shrimp
½ (8 oz) package cream cheese, softened
3 tbsp chopped green onion
1 tbsp fresh lime juice
3/4 tsp curry powder
1/4 tsp ground red pepper
15 mini phyllo pastry shells
2 ½ tbsp jarred mango chutney

Stir together first 6 ingredients. Spoon mixture into pastry
shells. Spoon ½ tsp mango chutney over each tart.  (Makes
4-6 servings) 

Holy Land Trip 

Interest is growing for the our trip to the Holy
Land. It looks like more folks are able to go in
the summer, so I’m moving the trip to summer
of 2016. If that time would work better for you,
let me know. I’ll be putting together an
information session soon for interested ‘Pilgrims’. 
WHEN? JUNE 7, 2016
WHERE? THE HOLY LAND

HOW MUCH? $3198 (includes airfare, lodging and two
meals a day).

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

    Evangelism is just one beggar

telling another beggar

where to find bread.

D.T. Niles

(The Evangelism Committee)

Dates for Your Calendar

Presbytery at Holston Camp - Sept. 8
Disability Ministry Discussion - Sept. 15
Mission Madness (Youth) - Oct. 10
Human Trafficking Information - Oct. 16&17
Hamblen Co. Fall Break - Oct. 19-23
Daylight Savings Time Ends - Nov. 1
Middle School Retreat - Nov 13-15
Trunk or Treat
Christmas Dinner - Dec. 9
Passion College Conference - Jan. 2-4
MLK Breakfast - Jan. 18
Mo’town Madness (youth) - Mar 4-5
Hamblen Co. Spring Break - Mar. 21-25
All-Church Retreat 2016 - Apr 29-May 

Let’s get Moving!

The Presbyterian Women’s exercise
group is still meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10:00 upstairs in the
children’s area.  All you need is an

exercise ball (there are 2 available in the workout room)
and a beach towel or yoga mat.  It also helps if you like
to laugh a lot.  We would like to invite any women who
have not been coming to try us out, and this would be
a good opportunity for teachers during the summer. 
We hope to see you there!

September Movie Night

This month’s movie will be on
Monday, September 28th, at 6:00pm,
in the Theater.  We will be showing
The LEGO Movie, rated PG.  Please
make plans to join us for a film,
popcorn, and fellowship.

Missing Punch Bowl

The large punch bowl from the Gathering
Area kitchen is missing. If you know of it's
whereabouts, please let Betty Pless or Janie
in the office know.

Community Cash Update.

Free money…free money…do I have your
attention yet?  Using a cash card from our
youth when you shop at Food City or
Ingles gives our FPC youth free money. 
You have purchased over $59,625 in cash
cards equaling over $2,981 in free money

for our youth to use in our mission efforts.  For those who
may still be out of the loop, here is how the program works:
The Youth are able to buy the cards at a 5% discount and
then sell them to you at face value, which makes 5% for our
various Youth Mission efforts, like mission trips, donations
to help organizations, and more.  Cards are available in $25,
$50, & $100 denominations.  Cards can be used at the Food
City/Ingles front checkout, bakery/deli, pharmacy, or Gas
‘N Go attendant window.  We thank you for your unending
support.  

College Student Addresses Needed 

Presbyterian Women are gathering college
student addresses for quarterly mailings.
Without these addresses, you college student
will not receive these "thinking of you" gifts

from the PW. If you have a college student or you are a
college student, please fill out the form below and either
drop it in the offering plate or leave it in the church office.

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESS

Name                                                                                  

Address                                                                               

                                                                                            

Email Address                                                                    

Phone #                                      Birthday                          



RightNowMedia

The FPC youth are excited to offer our
church access to a new ministry tool.  We
live in a media-based society and hope you
will find this new media tool a blessing.  If
you are on our eNews distribution list you

should have received an invitation to join RightNow Media
(RNM).  RNM is like a Netflix of christian videos, movies,
conferences, etc.  There is no cost to you as the youth
mission funds are picking up the fee.  RNM includes Bible
Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life Stories, Conferences, Studies
for Parents, Studies for Teenagers, Studies on Marriage,
Studies for Men, Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership,
Christian Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies
on Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach, Studies
on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery, Studies for College
& Singles, and lots more.  We truly believe there is
something for everyone as we seek to strengthen our bond
with Jesus.  RNM is also being used as an evangelistic tool. 
With the youth picking up the fee, we are able to offer this
ministry tool to any of our friends, family, co-workers, etc.
that we/you desire.  I know that with any new technology
there are growing pains, adjustments that cause frustration,
and a wonder how this will benefit me.  We ask you to give
RNM a try, poke

 around, and let us know what you think.  We are committed
to RNM for a year and will then reevaluate.  If you would
like to get someone added to the “Invite” list, please email
their contact info (Name and email address) to
fpcunderground@me.com and I will get them added.  If you
have any questions, please let me know.  I will likely have
some simple introductions to this ministry tool this summer
as we hope to get folks up and using it.  Please let me know
of any questions or problems you encounter.  May God be
with us in all we do. 

Men's Breakfast

The Men's Breakfast will begin a new
study, Before Amen: The Power of a Simple Prayer
by Max Lucado, sometime in September -
watch the bulletin for the beginning date. 

In Before Amen best-selling author Max
Lucado joins readers on a journey to the very
heart of biblical prayer, offering hope for

doubts and confidence even for prayer wimps. Distilling
prayers in the Bible down to one pocket-sized prayer, Max
reminds readers that prayer is not a privilege for the pious
nor the art of a chosen few. Prayer is simply a heartfelt
conversation between God and his child. Let the
conversation begin.

September Birthdays

Janice Morgan 1
Carol Collins 2
Ginny Goan 3
Michael Cleary 3
Jody Spivey 6
David Tilson 10
Joe Hadden 11
Leland White 12
Deborah Sanders 14
Pete Barile 14
Joe Taylor 15
Sami Barile 15

Buddy Fielder 15
Sandy Storms 15
Tyler Lucas 16
Rob Musick 16
Mary Hadden 18
Kyle Schmidt 21
Sharon McAnear 22
Frank Dafferner 22
Elise Oakes 22
Darlene Britton 23
Abbe Craine 24
Otis Sawyer 26

D. O. Ratcliff 27
Luke Whiteside 27
Anna Howell 28
Marsha Cleary 29
Chris Duby 29

ANNIVERSARIES
Barbara & Gerald Kirby  3
Bill & Mary Lynn Bales 6
Mark & Polly Holtkamp 8
John & Kelley Simpson 18
Michael & Erin Tharp 22
Joe & Mary Hadden 29

mailto:fpcunderground@me.com


Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Mission Committee's Human Trafficking Conference
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