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On September 9th, the Christian Education
Committee invites everyone to the Se c o n d
Sund ay  Lun c h e o n  in the Fellowship Hall
following the 10:30am worship service. On the
menu is pork tenderloin, vegetables, & dessert.
Please plan to attend and make your reservations on

the friendship pad or call Janie in the church office. Donations will be accepted but
not necessary (a basket will be in the Fellowship Hall). Plan to join us each
month on the Second Sunday for fellowship, food and fun.  

     The Presbyterian Women's 2018-2019 Bible
Study in the New Testament book of Hebrews
begins Thursday, Sept. 6th at 10:30 AM in the
church parlor, followed by an $8 catered lunch in the
Fellowship Hall.  The study will continue the first
Thursday of each month through May. All ladies are invited to join our study
and fellowship. Bring friends.
    September's lesson presents Jesus as the foundation (the unshakable
bedrock) of our faith individually and as a religious community.  Faith in our
Savior Jesus Christ gives us a constant, stable force with which to face each
day.
     To prepare for this study, it would be beneficial to read through the 13
chapters of the book of Hebrews and to think of all the different
communities of which you are a part.  Questions to ponder include the
following:
1)  How important is our community of faith?  How is the hearing and
preaching of the Word in your gathered worshiping community different
from simply mailing copies of the sermon to individuals?
2) How does referring to Jesus as "the exact imprint of God's very
being" give credence to Him being a sure and permanent foundation to our
faith and our faith community?  Hebrews 1:1-4
3) When you pray, what gives you confidence that God welcomes your
"offering" of repentance, longing, or hope?   Hebrews 4:14-5:6
Hebrews is a theological treatise which builds from one thought-provoking
point to the next. Come join the Bible study as we strive to align our actions
to these ideas.



Dear Friends,
My friend and mentor Dr. Charlie Shedd is known for saying, "You can't out give God! But it

sure is fun trying!" 
Our Session has designated September as the time we focus most specifically on God's gifts to

us and our grateful response to God's providential care.  We have received a letter asking us to
consider prayerfully our pledge to our ministry here at First Presbyterian for the coming year. Surely,
our hearts are full of gratitude to God for the variety of ways God has been with us and blessed us
through this year as we have worshiped together, studied together, served together, sung together,

welcomed new members together, shared meals together, laughed together, celebrated special occasions together, and
supported each other through times of need together.

Our Stewardship Theme this year comes from 1Peter 4:10- 
Like  g o o d  s te w ard s  o f  th e  m an ifo ld  g rac e  o f  Go d , s e rv e  o n e  an o th e r w ith  w h ate v e r g if t e ac h  o f  y o u
h as  re c e iv e d . 

This is surely a gifted congregation! Whether your gift is music, administration, service, teaching, art, ushering,
visitation, prayer, leadership, presence, study, discernment, or helping with mission projects, you offer the manifold
grace of God to each other through your gifts. Thank you!

It is a joy for me to listen to you visit with each other and laugh together at the "Amazing Grazing" table on
Sunday morning. There is truly something melodious to my ears about the people of God visiting and laughing
together. It is indeed a holy sound. 

I am delighted you enjoy each other's company. And, I am delighted the Christian Education committee has
launched Second Sunday Lunches! In addition to wonderful food -thank you Mark Holtkamp and Bill Hale-our
Second Sunday Lunches are yet another opportunity to be together, laugh together, celebrate our life and witness
together, and look toward the future together as this body of Christ.
Please mark your calendars for lunch on September 9th at the church!

Blessings,
Merri

Music in the Interim
We are now entering another interim in our church life – a music interim.  I have been

appointed by Session to be your Interim Music Director.  John Atkins and Laura Wadlington will
facilitate and lead the music for the 8:30 service.  Sanctuary Choir and Worship Ensemble have
continued rehearsals as usual and are continuing to offer music at both the 8:30 and 10:30 worship
services.  Westminster Handbells will begin rehearsals on Monday, September 17 at 6:00pm.  It is
possible that other small groups such as a women’s ensemble and a men’s ensemble will prepare music from time to
time.  As you can see, we have dedicated church members continuing in their roles to enrich our worship with music!

Our hymnal contains at least 74 hymns which mention music.  Here is the 2nd stanza of one which I think is
especially meaningful.

How often, making music, we have found
a new dimension in the world of sound,

as music moved us to a more profound Alleluia.

Fred Pratt Green, 1972

In the not too distant future we will begin working on music for Advent and Christmas.  This would be a great
time to join one of our choirs.  Consider this your personal invitation!

Deborah
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Presbyterian Women Book Club

The Book Club will be reading two books for the next meeting. The Space Between Us and its sequel,
The Secrets Between Us, by Thrity Umrigar. 

The Space Between Us—vividly captures the social struggles of modern India in a luminous,
addictively readable novel of honor, tradition, class, gender, and family. A portrayal of two women
discovering an emotional rapport as they struggle against the confines of a rigid caste system.

The Secrets Between Us—Bhima, the unforgettable main character of Thrity Umrigar’s beloved
national bestseller The Space Between Us, returns in this triumphant sequel—a poignant and compelling
novel in which the former servant struggles against the circumstances of class and misfortune to
forge a new path for herself and her granddaughter in modern India.

The Book Club will meet at the home of Sandy Storms on Thursday, September 20th at 5:30pm. Meet at the
West End Ingles no later than 5:15pm to car pool.

 

DO YOU H AVE A FAVORITE H YM N

TO SIN G FOR TH E EARLY

SERVICE?

Early service worship folks are
invited to submit to John Atkins
(jhatkins@musfiber.com or 865-789-7448) names of
hymns you wish to sing at the 8:30am service. John is
working with the Worship Ensemble during this
interim time to continue their music leadership for the
8:30 worship service.

COMMUNITY CASH
 Food City & Ingles cards are available. 
Thank you to all who continue to support
our Mission efforts.  See Janie inthe church
office to pick up your cards. We make 5%
on all the cards we sell and you get 100% of

what you give us.  You can use the cards for anything
sold in the respective store.  

College Student Addresses

Presbyterian Women are gathering
college student addresses for quarterly
mailings. Without these addresses, your
college student will not receive these
"thinking of you" gifts from the PW. If you have a
college student or you are a college student, please fill
out the form below and return it to the church office.

— — — — — — — — — — — — —

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESS

Name                                                                           
Address                                                                        
                                                                                     

Email Address                                                             
Phone #                                    Birthday                  

Vardy Community Field Trip
The Presbyterian Women, inspired by our fall dinner speaker Dr. Katie Vande Brake, are sponsoring a trip to the
Vardy Community on Thursday, Oct. 11th, leaving at 10 AM.  The congregation is invited to join us.  Reservations are
a must as we plan transportation and a picnic lunch. If you would like to go, please make a reservation with Janie in
the church office.  Details to follow soon.
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    Return Service Requested

FIELD(FAMILY NAME)

FIELD(ADDRESS)  FIELD(ZIP CODE)

Janice Snider 1
Carol Collins 2
Michael Cleary 3
Elizabeth Campbell 4
David Tilson 10
Joe Hadden 11
Leland White 12
Deborah Sanders 14
Pete Barile 14
Sami Barile 15
Buddy Fielder 15
Sandy Storms 15
Mary Hadden 18
Sharon McAnear 22
Frank Dafferner 22

Mary Anne Tucker 22
Darlene Britton 23
Abbe Craine 24
Otis Sawyer 26
D. O. Ratcliff 27
Kathy Stewart 22
    (Event Co-ordinator)
Marsha Cleary 29
Chris Duby 29

Anniversaries
Jerry & Mary Anne Tucker 21

PW Ongoing Missions

Bags for Daycare: Please
continue to bring your plastic
bags to the office this summer
for Fran Kooles to donate to
daycare. They appreciate all the
bags they have received from
FPC.

 Shower Items Needed:
Donations of soap, shampoo,
towels, wash cloths, feminine
products, etc. are needed to give
to people using the showers at
the church. Bring your donations
to the church office. 

Soup Labels: A collection
container (a large Campbell’s
Soup can) is located in the old
kitchen (room 201a) for the
congregation to place their soup
labels. A list of other products
whose labels can also be used to
trade for various equipment can
be found by the collection
container. ALPS is the recipient
of the labels.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
 1

2  8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 am
Wors hip
Com m

3 Church Office & Family

Life Center Closed

4
8:30am HTA
9am Presbytery Meeting
10am Staff Meeting
6pm Scouts’ Round  Table,
FH

5

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

6

8:30am HTA
10:30am PW, 205 & FH
Noon Al-Anon, 201c

7

8:30am HTA

8

9  8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45am 2nd Sunday Lunch

10
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

11
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting
10:30am Congregational Care,
FH
6pm Building Grounds, 201c
7pm Scouts’ District, 301

12

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

13

8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

14

8:30am HTA

15

16
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

17
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 

Noon Session Info Due
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

18
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting

19

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

20
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c

5:30pm PW Book
Club at the home
of Sandy Storms

21  8:30am HTA 22

23
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary 

11:45am Session

24
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing 
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20

25
8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting

26

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

27

8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
10am PW Council, 305
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

28
8:30am HTA

29

30

Five Cents-a-Meal Offering
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary 

    Regular Thursday Schedule
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Sc outs, 301    
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