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God’s Timing
I have become increasingly intrigued
with what I call God’s timing. Have you
ever thought, “my, that is amazing how
that just worked out?” Or “this person
just came into my life at the perfect time!” I believe those
are "God-incidences” not "coincidences." I was talking
with someone just last week and she shared a story about a
trip she was on in Africa. She and her traveling partners
were on a mission trip, doing medical education and looking
at possible sites for future ministry opportunities. They had
secured three jeeps and some locals to transport them to a
remote site. They were told under no circumstances were
they to interact with anyone outside their group during the
day. Mercenaries and rebels were known to ‘hang out’ in
the region and their safety could be in jeopardy. About half
way to their destination one of their jeeps had a flat tire.
With no spare they were quite stranded. Thinking it would
take someone half a day to travel back to the village, where
they started, to get a spare and then return would mean the
entire trip would have to be cancelled.
About that time some ‘locals’ passed by and my friend,
broke the rules and started talking to them. It ended up that
they were very friendly, not gun-toting rebels, and they
actually had a tire that they gave them and they were able to
continue their journey and complete their mission.
I call this a “God-incident” that was most certainly
surrounded by God’s timing. In scripture, I have discovered
that there are two words for time - chronos - which depicts
chronological time. The Monday, Tuesday Wednesday, kind
of time or the kind of time that we would use to make
appointments on our calendars or schedule our day. And
then there is Kairos time. This word is used in Ecclesiastes
where we hear “For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven": (Ecc 3.1) I think
we are keenly aware of chronos time, but less tuned into kairos
time. But as spiritual people, people who love the Lord and
try to follow Jesus, we need to turn our attention more
toward kairos time. This allows us to recognize the
moments in our lives when God works things out (in God’s
perfect time). It allows us to acknowledge the times when
God sends someone into our lives for a season, because that
person gives us just what we need at that time. Sometimes
we even define these people as ‘angels’ because it seems that
what they do for us is divine.
I would encourage you to lend your attention to God’s
timing in your life. If you are stressed about a situation or
the progress in which events are unfolding or not unfolding.
Trust in God’s perfect kairos time. Acknowledge the people

(or even the animals) that have come into your life at just
the right time and given you the love and support you need,
or perhaps the advice and encouragement you needed for
that particular season. Decide in your heart that this was no
‘coincidence’ it was and is a “God-incidence." It will help
you to see all the ways that God loves and cares for you and
will help you trust God when future uncertainties arise.
“For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven.” Trust that God is with you
in this season of your life. Trust that God has a plan for
you and your future. Trust that God will give you exactly
what you need when you need it.

Blessings,

Gary
In this month's article I would like to share
a little about passion. Don't worry, I am going
to keep this article PG. The passion I would
like you to consider is not physical, but instead
the state or burst of strong emotion. What is it that brings
you great emotion? What brings out intense feelings that
can bring you to tears or have you feeling euphoric?
In the fall in the Southeast, it seems like football is an
example of an event that brings people to the highest of
highs and lowest of lows. This may not be the case for you,
but please let me continue down this road for a few
moments. This past Saturday my Florida Gators were
humbled by your beloved Tennessee Volunteers. After
eleven consecutive victories, Florida was soundly defeated.
I was saddened by the result, but quickly bounced out of my
funk. You see, as difficult as it is for me to say, football is
just football, Sports are just sports, Competition is just
competition. Whatever your earthly passion, whether it be a
sport, TV show, collectibles, or other, all of these personal
passions will end with the end of your life. But a passion
for God will last for eternity. Are we expressing as much
passion for God and our faith as we do for our favorite
sports team, activity, or pastime? Is your faith more
important than who wins the big game? Does the rank of
your team at the end of a season affect your eternal home?
I encourage you to cheer for the good works of God
happening all around you. And if you really want to get into
the action, join God in God's work. Share a kind word, say
a prayer, offer a meal, hold the door for a stranger, or some
other kind gesture done for God produces a great feeling
that also pleases God. Living life on God-terms also helps
to eliminate the challenges of this world. Don't get me
wrong, a life for God is not free of earthly pain, but the

difficulties of this world pale in comparison with the reward
for being a follower and lover of God. So go out and have
passion for God, whether your team wins or loses, you
won't be disappointed. We are all winners with God.
-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt
Last night was the HTA annual banquet. The
students were awesome!! They rang, performed as a
sign-language choir, Von Whitman had everybody
on their feet as he sang Celebration, and the food
was absolutely wonderful. What an incredibly great night!!
The speaker this year was Tommy Tenney, who is a
best-selling author and Christian speaker. He has a daughter
who was born with a hole in her brain and has suffered a
great deal over the years, so he understands what individuals
and families with disabilities lives are like.
He said something though that I think our church needs
to hear and accept, and that's this - size and significance are
not the same thing. The reality is that being a church is not
part of a competition. All we are asked to do is love mercy,
do justice, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). We may
look around and see other churches overflowing with
members. That's actually really great! I'm glad to see so
many people who love and want to praise God. Our mistake
is in comparing ourselves to them. God never called any
church to be bigger or better or more prestigious than any
other church. That kind of thinking is completely
humanistic and unbiblical. It is not Christian thinking. All
we need to be doing is looking at God and serving Him as
He directs us to serve Him.
Over the past year or so we have opened our doors to
C.O.P.E Ministries and started feeding upwards of
seventy-five homeless people every week in our fellowship
hall. We have even offered free haircuts to any who wanted
one. Homeless people frequently come in for a free shower,
and we often will supply the soap and shampoo. Last year
during that brutal cold snap our doors were open with the
Red Cross all night so people could get out of the cold.
We are one of the few churches in the area seeking to
address the N.A.S. (drug babies) crisis. The panel discussion
our Disability Ministry Team hosted last September has
actually changed government policies in the area, which a
4th circuit criminal judge told me would have a major
impact in the fight against this. Our missions committee
and our youth have brought the issue of human trafficking
to the forefront, and as a result, actions are now happening
to combat this atrocity in our nation.
Hidden Treasures now offers a certification in
horticulture leading to employment. We have a computer
lab and teach computer literacy which can lead to
employment. We have a couple of students already working,
and even helped a student get into college at WSCC. FPC is
home to the area Aktion Club - a branch of the Kiwanis for
individuals with disabilities (among the first of its kind in
Tennessee). Several of our students are members of the

Sunshine Ambassadors, who, by the way, now rehearse here.
There's no place else around where programs like this could
flourish as they do.
I'm not judging here, but most churches in the area
refuse to allow their tables to be used for anything outside
of their walls. I personally know this for a fact. For several
years now, we at FPC have supplied most of the dinner
tables for the Luke 14 fair. Some churches have the ability
to send very large youth groups to beach resorts for a
summer retreat. We send our youth to build homes in the
Dominican Republic or build wheelchair ramps for poor
people in America, or to feed the hungry. I have been told
on many, many occasions how much people in the
community appreciate being able to use our gym to walk, or
run, or work out. Some have actually said they find it hard
to believe that we so freely offer our facilities to the
community. But it means a lot to them.
We support MATS, Daily Bread, Boys and Girls Club,
Scouts, and I'm not sure what else. We may not have the
numbers or the money or the "prestige" that other churches
in the area seem to have, but nobody can say we aren't
significant. Especially in God's eyes, which is all that really
matters!! Jesus said whatever you do for the least of these
you have done for me (Matt. 25:40). In Judges 7, following
God's lead, Gideon's army was reduced to 300 men, and
then defeated an army of 120,000. Our size may be
declining, but our significance is skyrocketing!! That is what
is most important and that is truly exciting, and something
we need to be recognizing and celebrating.
Rick K opituk

Adventure Ranch Corn Maze
FPC is going to the Adventure Ranch Corn
Maze & Fall Fun-Park on Sunday, October
2nd. All children, youth, and the rest of our
church family are invited to join in the fun.
This will be a great opportunity to enjoy the
Fall and one another. We will have some
pizza & drinks here at FPC at noon and then leave the
church parking lot about 12:40pm, or meet in the Adventure
Ranch parking lot at 12:50. An afternoon of corn,
pumpkins, animals, and fun awaits. Cost is $5 per person,
with FPC covering the remaining General Admission price.
The farm is open from 1pm to 5pm. Please contact Kyle or
Janie to RSVP.

Wednesday Nights
Back by popular demand! Join us as we
journey through Christianity and World Religions:
Wrestling With Questions People Ask. This
video-based small-group study explores four
major world religions—Hinduism, Buddhism,
Islam, and Judaism—and compares the beliefs
of each with those of Christianity. This six-week study deals
openly and honestly with questions people ask about other
religions, including why we should believe the claims of
Christianity over those of other faiths. As part of the study,
author and presenter Adam Hamilton interviews a religious
leader from each tradition. He treats the world religions
with great respect, recognizing the unique contributions of
each.
This study will begin October 5th. Join us on
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. Dinner service is from
5:30-6:30. Please sign-up for dinner with Janie by 4pm of
the preceding Monday.
Menus for October:
Oct 5: Broccoli Cheddar Soup, Chicken Tenders, French
Fries/Onion Rings, Baked Beans, Mac n Cheese, Rolls, Salad
Bar, Dessert
Oct 12: Loaded Potato Soup, Herb Roasted Pork Loin, Sweet
Potato Casserole, Sugar Snap Peas, Corn, Rolls, Salad Bar,
Dessert; Kids: Cheese Ravioli, Roll, Dessert
Oct 19: Wanda's Wonderful Creations
Oct 26: Chicken & Rice Soup, Grilled Chicken Breast with
Cornbread Dressing, Steamed Broccoli, Brown Sugar Glazed
Carrots, Baked Potato, Salad Bar, Rolls, Dessert; Kids:
Chicken Nuggets, Corn, Rolls, Dessert

Men’s Breakfast
Join us as we work through the Old
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up.
This series has a video for every book of the
Bible that outlines its literary design and main ideas,
showing you how it fits into the entire Biblical story. We
meet Thursday mornings at 7am in the theater.

Trunk or Treat
If you are interested in hosting a trunk at
this event, held on Monday, October 31st,
5:30-7:30pm, please call Fran Kooles at
318-0851 or sign the sheets in the
Gathering Area by Saturday, October 15. We have set a
minimum of at least 15 trunks for this event.

Operation Christmas Shoebox
Presbyterian Women are filling
shoeboxes again this year. Our goal for
the Samaritan's Purse Operation
Christmas shoeboxes is 100 boxes.
Cookbook sales will finance part of the
100, but not all. Two options are available for
individuals to participate: a $25 monetary contribution
or shop and pack your own plastic box. Drop your
donations or completed plastic boxes in the church
office.

Presbyterian Women Book Club
In November, we will be reading and
discussing the books in the Appalachian
Journey series written by sisters, Cyndi and
Christy Tillery. They were the speakers at
the PW Fall Dinner last month. Book Club
will get together on Friday, November 11
at 6pm at the home of Barbara Hale to discuss these books.
Everyone is welcome and please bring a dish to share.

Thank You
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
On behalf of the Boys and Girls
Club of Morristown’s Board, Staff,
Volunteers and especially our deserving
club members, I want to extend a great
big THANK YOU for helping provide peanut butter, jelly,
snacks, and drinks for our members after school. Each day
we are able to provide our kids with a snack due to your
thoughtfulness and generosity. For many, this is a
tremendous blessing because, otherwise, they wouldn’t and
don’t have money to purchase one.
Please know that we truly appreciate your continued
support of our organization and may God continue to bless
you and your church for being a blessing to others.
Sincerely,
John Seals
Executive Director

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Upper Room Devotionals
Upper Room Daily Devotionals are available on the wall
display beside Gary’s office for any member who would like
one.
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After Hours Greeter
Help Needed
We are looking for a church member(s) to greet people
from 4:30-8:30 and lock up the building about 8:45 on
occasional Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. If you
are interested in learning more, please contact Kyle.
This position is compensated.

Christian Education
needs your help
We are in need of some volunteers (Wednesday
evenings from 6:30-7:30 with the children
(pre-school-5th grade) and Sunday School, 9:30-10:15,
with the children (K-5th grade). Please let Kyle know if
you would be willing to join the rotation.

The Sanctuary
Flower Chart
Help!!!! Two Sundays in October and three
Sundays in November are still available! Check
the flower chart outside the church office, write
your name on the date you want and leave a check for $35 in
the church office. Thanks so much to everyone who has
honored or remembered someone with flowers this year.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
12:40pm FPC to Adventure
Ranch Corn Maze

9
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am C.E., 201a
1pm Underground Youth

16
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
1pm Underground Youth

3

4

8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8:30am HTA
6pm HR, 201c
7pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH
7pm N.A., 201b

10
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

11
8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
11:30am Patio Tailgate, Patio
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
7pm N.A., 201b

17
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing

18

Noon Session Packet Due

6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

7pm Community
Chorale, Choir Suite

8:30am HTA
6pm B&G, 201c
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

School Fall Break
23
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am Session
1pm Underground Youth

24
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

30 Five Cents-a-Meal Offering

31
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
5:30pm Trunk or Treat
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
1pm Underground Youth

25
8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b
7pm Community Chorale, Choir Suite

5
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

6

7

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

12
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

13

14

Regular Schedule (See Below)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

19
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir
School Fall Break

20

21
8:30am HTA

Regular Schedule (See Below)

Noon Newsletter Deadline

26
10am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

27

28

Regular Schedule (See Below)

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

10:30am PW, 205
6pm Worship, Choir Suite

8

15

22

7pm N.A., 201b

School Fall Break

6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
5pm Sunshine Ambassadors, 119/126
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

29

Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work! Our
Community Cash program is like a win-win. You buy
groceries and Food City/Ingles gives us money for mission
work. I know you are still buying groceries, getting gas,
and possibly filling prescriptions in the respective pharmacy. Why not
use one of our convenient cash cards and help the youth make 5% to
use for our mission efforts? We have both Food City and Ingles cards
available and have sold over 87,285 in cards, totaling over $4,364 in
proceeds for Youth Missions. Community Cash cards can be used for
any item sold in the respective grocery store. As you do your shopping
for food, get gas for your errands, or anything else at Ingles/Food City,
please remember us. You can get cards from the youth at the table in
the Gathering Hall on Sundays or from Kyle during the week.

Size and significance are not the same.
The size of your church does
not determine significance.

Right Now Media
We live in a media-based society and hope you will find
this new media tool a blessing. RightNowMedia (RNM) is
like a Netflix of Christian videos, movies, conferences, etc.
There is no cost to you as the youth's mission funds are
picking up the fee. RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids
Shows, Real Life Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for
Teenagers, Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men, Studies for Women,
Studies on Leadership, Christian Living Bible Studies, Studies about
Work, Studies on Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach,
Studies on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery, Studies for College &
Singles, and lots more. We truly believe there is something for everyone
as we seek to strengthen our bond with Jesus. RNM is also being used
as an evangelistic tool. With the youth picking up the fee, we are able to
offer this ministry tool to any of our friends, family, co-workers, etc. that
we/you desire. I know that with any new technology there are growing
pains, adjustments that cause frustration, and a wonder how this will
benefit me. We ask you to give RNM a try, poke around, and let us
know what you think. We are committed to RNM for a year and will
then reevaluate. If you would like to get someone added to the "Invite"
list, please email their contact info (Name and email address) to
fpcunderground@me.com and I will get them added. If you have any
questions, please let me know. Please let me know of any questions or
problems you encounter. May God be with us in all we do.

October 31 - Trunk or Treat
Daylight Saving Time Ends - November 6
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 1
Presbytery Meeting-Jonesborough - December 6
Music Sunday - December 11
Christmas Dinner - December 14
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Worship - December 25

