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Lucy Lessons

My dog Lucy died of splenetic cancer
rather quickly. Which I suppose is a
blessing because she didn't have to suffer,
but it has left me grieving and trying to

process that she is no longer around. As I've grieved over
her passing I've begun to learn some things. One is that a
dog's love is perhaps the closest thing we will experience
in this life to the unconditional love of God. Lucy was
always happy to see me, even if I accidentally hurt her by
stepping on her foot or kneeing her in the lip, because she
was right up under me, she would just keep on loving me.
She would never get her feelings hurt, sulk or ignore me.
She knew how to forgive and forget.

I was sharing this with a friend and they said, "Yea, if
you want to know what unconditional love is like lock
your dog and your wife in the trunk of your car and see
how they respond when you open it."

If God's love is unconditional, and I believe it is, then
God's love for us doesn't change if we are thieves,
cheaters, liars, gay, straight, perverts, free or incarcerated,
addicted, depressed, in a bad mood, republican, democrat,
conservative, liberal, progressive or backward. Those kinds
of judgments don't affect God's love for us. 

Another friend said she recently saw this quote, "your
God maybe false if his enemies are the same as yours."

Wouldn't it be great if the church was a place that
modeled Lucy Love, that unconditional, non-judgmental
kind of love? Wouldn't it be great if church was a
community where people could share their deepest darkest
secrets and not fear being judged, ostracized, shunned or
not accepted.

I think that is the type of community Jesus was
attempting to create. Of course humans keep messing it
up. So I guess God gave us dogs, so we might at least get a
taste of what true love is like and then maybe, just maybe
we might begin to see how wonderful it would be to live
with each other if we loved one another unconditionally.

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love
one another.  By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Because of Him,
Gary

Amy and I just returned from a trip to
Europe.  My sister and her family were
spending this year living in London and
gave us tickets to come visit them as a
Christmas present.  We collectively decided
on dates and the tickets were purchased. 
About 6 weeks ago now my sister’s family decided to cut
their time abroad short and return to the states 2 months
early.  As the tickets were already purchased, hotels
booked, and other arrangements made, Amy and I decided
to still go on the trip.  

In a span of ten days we stopped in Edinburgh
Scotland, London England, Paris France, Brugge Belgium,
and Amsterdam Holland/Netherlands.  It was a fantastic
trip and a great opportunity for Amy and I to experience
some activities, sights, and foods that we would not
otherwise try.  One aspect of the trip that neither Amy nor
I were expecting was the blessing to our marriage that this
experience would be.  For the most part we were
technologically unplugged on the trip.  We didn’t check
email, voicemails, or watch any TV while we were gone. 
This was both refreshing and nerve-wracking as you can
imagine.  I did not realize how tech dependent I have
become.  Between computers, smart-phones, TV, and
other gadgets, I spend a fair amount of time each day in an
electronic fog.  I like to think that much of it is productive,
but I also acknowledge there is some mindless
entertainment as well.  Amy commented in the midst of
our trip how refreshing it was to not be distracted by the
electronics.  She suggested that we try and have one
‘unplugged’ or ‘technology free’ weekend a month going
forward.  This idea makes me a bit nervous, but I also see
how it will allow us both to enjoy time outside together
and moments of focused bonding.  

Thinking of technology as a distraction started me
thinking on how we as followers of Jesus allow various
things to distract us from being the best followers we can
be.  Relationships can be a distraction.  Hobbies and
personal interests can be a distraction.  Obsessions can be
a distraction.  As I think about it, really anything can be a
distraction if we allow it.  Just about every school year the
youth and I devote at least one Sunday to talking about the
idols of our lives.  Items, activities, people that we allow to
take priority over our relationship with God.  If we are
honest with one another, we all have them.  I am not sure
what your distraction or idols are, but I am fairly confident
they are there.  As Amy is attempting in our family, I want
to challenge you to try and set aside some time to break



free from the distraction or idol and allow yourself time to
be with God and the people God places in your life.  I
can’t say how the experience will go for you, but I will be
sure to give you an update in a few months and let you
know how my tech-free weekends are going.  My prayer
for you and our church is that we will continue our
transformation (sanctification) process as God shapes and
molds us into a people that are loving God with all our
beings.  

—Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

The Place to Be

What a great weekend!!  FPC’s Men’s Ensemble
honored our nation by singing the national anthem to start

the TN Smokies’ baseball game against
Chattanooga on Saturday. Then they
honored our veterans by singing “God
Bless America” for the 7th inning stretch.
They did really well, and nearly 50 people
from FPC were there having a blast eating

peanuts and Cracker Jacks (and ice cream, and hot dogs,
and popcorn, and …) The game was great and, while at
times it was close, the Smokies dominated to a 16-10 win.
It really was an awesome time of food, fun, and
fellowship!

Last weekend, the Rock of Ages Baptist Church held
an awards ceremony honoring the work of Morristown’s
Diversity Task Force for the work they do on race
relations and building bridges of respect between all of the
cultures and communities in Morristown.  African
American, Hispanic, people with disabilities, wealthy, poor
- in short, everybody in Morristown.  The committee was
started by FPC member Sami Barile, and several of FPC’s
members have been active and were acknowledged by
“The Rock”.

The weekend before, the Luke 14 party for individuals
and families with disabilities was highly successful and
meant a great deal to well over a thousand people from all
over our area. FPC members were among the top leaders
in making it happen. Under Julie Mick’s leadership, FPC’s
Disability Ministry had a booth there offering fun and love
to so many (and every booth there was managed by FPC
member Elizabeth Gibson). FPC provided photographers,
buddies, the lion’s share of dinner tables, gifts and prizes,
and so much more. Several people even noticed that,
quietly and joyfully, FPC’s senior pastor was actually 

clearing dinner tables for the guests, picking up garbage,
and hauling trash, among other supportive “behind-the-
scenes” tasks.

Related to that, FPC’s Disability Ministry team has
been developing super fun activities and ways of providing
compassionate understanding and support which will be
offered to the siblings of individuals with disabilities. This
is a greatly needed but mostly overlooked area of need in
our community.

That team is also beginning a community wide series
of panel discussions and leadership events addressing the
issues of drug addicted babies in Hamblen County. It’s
estimated that at least one baby is born addicted every day
at Morristown Hamblen Regional Hospital alone. Statistics
indicate that the outlook for those babies future is bleak if
they do survive. Physical and cognitive issues abound, and
behavioral and psychiatric issues typically arise in a very
bad way the older they get. FPC is taking a leadership role
in addressing this very pressing issue in our community,
which actually is a worldwide problem.

Recently, the FPC Missions Committee began
discussing the horrible issue of human trafficking both
around the world, and even in our own back yard. Plans
are in the works to offer a day of training for all ages to
know what the issues are in the world, our nation, and
here in Morristown (really - it’s here), and how to fight this
evil around the world, in our nation, and in our
community, and how to protect yourselves and your
children from becoming a victim.

As I look at just the past few weeks, I realize how
much is really going on here, and how much of an impact
FPC is having in the lives of our members, our
community, our nation, and our world, and how much fun
we have doing it!  Right here at FPC, there are so many
ways to connect and make a significant impact and serve
in ways that make the world better.  And we can do it with
some really wonderful, amazingly wonderful people. When
it comes to being the body and changing the world for
Christ, FPC is the place to be!!

Rick Kopituk



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In response to inquiries on my stance

and a sense of obligation as a Pastor here
at First Presbyterian Church of
Morristown, I write this letter to share my
thoughts on Amendment 14-F (aka the
Same Sex Marriage Amendment) that has been approved and
will go into effect June 21st of this year, and on Amendment
10-A (aka the Ordination of Homosexuals Amendment)
which was passed by the 219th General Assembly (2010).  It
is with a heavy heart, but also what I hold to be my God-
inspired beliefs, that I share my views.  I offer my thoughts
not to create division, but as an attempt to help guide and
lead.  Ephesians 4:15 says, “speaking the truth in love, we will
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him
who is the head, that is, Christ.” 

I believe that others have fairly and adequately shared the
implications of 10-A for our church so I will not restate a
summary here.  I will add though, according to the
PCUSA.org website, our Holston Presbytery was the only
presbytery within our state to vote against this Amendment. 
I want it to be clear that in the midst of my views I first and
foremost acknowledge my own shortcomings, my own sin,
and an unquenchable gratitude for the grace bestowed by
God.  Romans 3:23-24 says, “for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  In
John 8:7 Jesus says, “Let any one of you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone.”  I am far from sin free, but
work each day, with God’s help, to reduce my sinful ways.

As Paul writes to Timothy in his second letter, “All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,” (3:16). 
Attempting to use Scripture and prayer to arrive at my beliefs
on this topic I started at the beginning.  In creation God
created Adam, and when a suitable helper was needed, as
God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone,” God
created Eve.  Later in Genesis 2 it reads “That is why a man
leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and
they become one flesh.”  Jesus quotes this Scripture in
Matthew 19.  When God created humanity it was man and
woman that were created for each other.  I hold a traditional
view of marriage between one man and one woman.

I am concerned for the direction of our PCUSA
denomination.  As Biblically conservative churches leave the
PCUSA, the more liberal voice continues to get louder and
more weighty.  I fear that if we do not take a stand for what
we believe the tide will continue to shift away from what I
believe are Biblically sound decisions.  Our guide should be
the Bible, not what society sees as acceptable.

Leviticus 18:22 states, “Do not have sexual relations with
a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.”  I
believe that homosexuality is a sin that needs to be stopped
and not embraced or celebrated.  I believe that by allowing
homosexual individuals to become ordained, and/or to
marry, our denomination has said this lifestyle is acceptable. 

When asked by the Pharisees about the greatest
commandment, Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second
is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

I believe we are called to love, accept, and genuinely care
for our homosexual brothers and sisters.  We are also called
to repent of our sins, not to encourage the sin.  1 John 1:8-9
says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”

I will continue to speak and teach what I believe God
has inspired to me as truthful and within God’s plan.  I will
continue to love all people regardless of sexual orientation.  I
will continue to attempt to build up the body of Christ as I
seek to invite all people into a relationship with Jesus.  I will
continue to pray for our church, our denomination, and our
world.  May God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Respectfully as Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Why I Believe in Creation
Is it intellectually feasible to believe that

a supernatural, intelligent being (God)
created the world, the universe, and all
living things?   OR
       Is evolution a scientific fact?

Anyone who is interested in watching a
4 part video series called “Why I Believe in
Creation” with Chip Ingram is invited to attend.  This Bible
Study will be held in the Ladies’ Parlor from 10:30-11:30
beginning May 12.  We will continue to meet every Tuesday
and Thursday for a total of 4 sessions.  Come join us.  The
discussions following the video will be interesting.  This will
be led by Nellie Foust and sponsored by The Presbyterian
Women.

Spring Fling Cookout 
The Congregational Care Committee  would
like to invite all adults to a cookout on
Tuesday, May 19 at 11:30am. We will eat out
on the patio (no charge) and play Cornhole.
Join us for an afternoon of food, fun, and
fellowship.  Please indicate on the
Friendship Pad that you will be attending or
call Janie in the church office (586-4281). 



Men’s Breakfast
Come and join us for some fellowship and
devotion. We are viewing Facing the
Unknown: A Modern Look at the Life of
Abraham. We gather in the FPC Theater at
7am on Thursday mornings. May God use

this time to bring transformation in all of us.

Wednesday Night Programs in May
Last month we started something new.  Join us
for Wednesday Night Lite, a time for dinner
followed by a short devotion and a time of
prayer and sharing.  If you have been away from
Wednesday nights, or have not participated in
the past, this is a great time to start.  We look
forward to seeing you.
       BACKYARD BIBLE STUDY  began a new study on April
22, To the Church of God: A Study of 1 Corinthians. Join them at
6:30pm on Wednesdays in room 205. Bob Schefter is
leading this study.
     Dinner begins at 5:30pm. SUGGESTED DONATION FOR

DINNER: The price for meals will be $7 for adults, $4.50 for
kids 5th grade and younger, with a $21 cap per families. 
P le as e  m ake  y o u r re s e rv atio n s  b y  Mo n d ay s  at 4:30p m .

Presbyterian Women's Book Club
The next Presbyterian Women's Book Club will
be sometime in early June. They will be reading
The Nightingale  by Kristin Hannah. From the
#1 New York Times bestselling author comes
an epic novel of love and war, spanning from

the 1940s to the present day, and the secret lives of those
who live in a small French town. 

Viann and Isabelle have always been close despite their
differences. Younger, bolder sister Isabelle lives in Paris
while Viann lives a quiet and content life in the French
countryside with her husband Antoine and their daughter.
When World War II strikes and Antoine is sent off to fight,
Viann and Isabelle's father sends Isabelle to help her older
sister cope. As the war progresses, it's not only the sisters'
relationship that is tested, but also their strength and their
individual senses of right and wrong. With life as they know
it changing in unbelievably horrific ways, Viann and Isabelle
will find themselves facing frightening situations and
responding in ways they never thought possible as bravery
and resistance take different forms in each of their actions. 

Watch the bulletin and eNews for more information
that will be released in the next few weeks.

Community Cash Update
Free money…free money…do I have your
attention yet?  Using a cash card from our
youth when you shop at Food City or Ingles
gives our FPC youth free money.  You have
purchased over $51,500 in cash cards equalling over $2,575
in free money for our youth to use in our mission efforts. 
For those who may still be out of the loop, here is how the
program works: The Youth are able to buy the cards at a 5%
discount and then sell them to you at face value, which
makes 5% for our various Youth Mission efforts, like
mission trips, donations to help organizations, and more. 
Cards are available in $25, $50, & $100 denominations. 
Cards can be used at the Food City/Ingles front checkout,
bakery/deli, pharmacy, or Gas ‘N Go attendant window. 
We thank you for your unending support.  

Presbyterian Women's Cookbook
There's still time to get your recipes in for the

The Presbyterian Women's cookbook that will be
published this fall. Categories could include:
Appetizers, Holiday Recipes, Soups, Casseroles,

Meats, Veggies, Desserts, and Legacy Recipes (recipes that
were shared by members who are no longer with us). This
fund raiser will benefit our 2015 Operation Christmas Child

The May Movie 
This month’s movie will be on Monday, May
18th, at 6:00pm, in the Theater.  The movie
will be Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb,
rated PG.  Please make plans to join us for a
film, popcorn, and fellowship.

Vacation Bible School
We are planning a Family Vacation Bible
School, in the desert around Mt. Sini, for this
summer, June 14-18.  If you are interested in
helping with VBS as a Tribal Leader, Market

Place Crafter, or with set-up/take-down don’t wait to be
asked, please contact Becky Jo Moles or Rev. Kyle Schmidt

WANTED: SAND - Summer will be here before you know it
and so will VBS.  But first spring and spring break must
arrive. This year we will be joining Moses in the desert and
we will need lots of sand for crafts and decorations.  So if
you get to the beach before the first of June we would
appreciate any sand you could bring back.  Any amount as
long as it is clean and not too shelly in any kind of container. 
Milk jugs would work well. [We will make sure to “bake”
out any harmful agents in the sand before use.]



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Do we miss blessings
Because they are not packaged

As we expected?

(The Evangelism Committee)

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Dates for Your Calendar 

All-Church Retreat - May 1-3

Mother’s Day - Sunday, May 10th

Youth Mission Trip to Marion, VA - May 31-June 5

VBS Set-up - June 8-12

VBS 2015 - June 14-18

Father’s Day - June 21st

Youth Choir Concert Tour - June 21-27

Church @ the Lake - Sunday, June 28th

Youth Mission Trip to Charlotte, NC - July 19-24

Rummage Sale Set-up - July 25-30

Rummage Sale - July 31 & August 1st

Stephen Ministry Retreat August 8th

Presbyterian Women Fall Kickoff - September 6

Middle School Retreat - Nov 13-15

Kayla Pratt 4
Dennis Inman 4
James Craine 5
Ann Harley 6
Phyllis Hurt 6
Jane Fleckenstein 8
Mark Holtkamp 9
Olivia Musick 9
Shirley Culvern 10
Tyler Logan 10
Ginny Harris 10
Nancy Thomas 11
Sue White 11
Bertie Holmes 14
Cyara Pratt 15
Marjorie Cook 15
Betty Pless 16
Ed Edmonds 18
Bill Wadlington 21
Denver Bennett 22
Cynthia Phipps 28
Chet LaFountaine 28
Rachel Lepree 30
Donna Breeding 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Joe & Anne Taylor 12
Dan & Janice Morgan 16
Bob & Sue White 18
Dwayne & Amy Cook 27



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 May 2015   

1

8:30am HTA

All Church Retreat

2

All Church Retreat

3   All Church Retreat

9am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Worship
10:30am Women’s Trio
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Jazz Ensemble
3:15-4pm Young Ringers
4-5pm Youth Praise Team
5pm Underground Youth 

4

8:30am HTA
10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
6pm Westminster Ringers
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

5

8:30am HTA
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
6pm Scouts Round Table, FH

6

10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Children’s Program
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

7

Regular Schedule
(See Below)

8:30am HTA
10:30am Presbyterian
Women, 205
12:20-12:40pm National Day of Prayer
   on the Courthouse Lawn
6pm Evangelism, 205

8

8:30am HTA

9

10 (PW Birthday Offering Received)

9am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Worship
10:30am Women’s Trio
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Jazz Ensemble
3:15-4pm Young
Ringers
4-5pm Youth Praise Team
5pm Underground Youth 

11

8:30am HTA
10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
6pm Westminster Ringers
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

12

8:30am HTA
10am Congregational Care, FH
10:30-11:30am Why I Believe, 205
5:30pm Human Resources, 201c
7pm District Scout Meeting, 301

13

10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Children’s Program
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

14

Regular Schedule
(See Below)

8:30am HTA
10:30-11:30am Why I Believe, 205
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

15

8:30am HTA

16

17 

9am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Worship
10:30am Women’s Trio
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Jazz Ensemble
3:15-4pm Young Ringers
4-5pm Youth Praise Team
5pm Underground Youth 

18

8:30am HTA
10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
Noon Session Info Deadline
6pm Movie Night, Theater
6pm Westminster Ringers
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

19

8:30am HTA
10:30-11:30am Why I Believe, 205
11:30am Spring Fling Cookout, Patio

20

10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Children’s Program
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

21

Regular Schedule
(See Below)

8:30am HTA
10:30-11:30am Why I Believe, 205

22

8:30am HTA

23

24     (Pentecost Offering Received)

(Five Cents-A-Meal Offering)
9am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Worship
10:30am Women’s Trio
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Session 
11:45am Jazz Ensemble

25         Church Office Closed 

10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
6pm Westminster Ringers
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

26

8:30am HTA

27

10am PW Chair Exercise, 300
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Children’s Program
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

28

Regular Schedule
(See Below)

8:30am HTA
10am PW Council, 301
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

29

8:30am HTA

30

31

9am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Worship
10:30am Women’s Trio
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am Jazz Ensemble

      Youth Mission Trip
          to Marion, VA

    Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater 
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301

7pm Boy Scouts, 301  


