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The pastor nominating committee is composed of 5
members - Sally Morrison (Chair) Bill Hale, Teri Tilson,
John Simpson, and Sharon McAnear Reverend Merri
Alexander will serve as an adviser to the group. At our
first meeting, we discussed the duties and roles of the
committee and members. Rich Fifield, the executive
presbyter, is meeting with the committee on April 29th following the PNC
commissioning. Congregational input during this process is important.
Three Listening sessions have been planned to facilitate congregational input:
Wednesday, May 16 at 6:30 pm, Sunday, May 20 at 9:20 am, and Tuesday,
May 22 at 10 am. All meetings will be held in the fellowship hall. How can
you be involved in this process? Please plan to attend one of these listening
sessions and pray for the committee and our church as we seek God's
direction.

Who: K-5th grade children with their parents
What: Children's Sunday School class will begin their
Journey Through the Bible
When: Starting May 6th at 9:15 AM
Where: Children's Sunday School Suite
Bible Lesson: Creation: the orderly fashion in which
our world was created and is being
created by God
Bonus: Following a brief Bible study of creation with
Sandy Storms and Julie Mick, a painting session,
using "creation" as our subject will be led by
JoAnne Simpson.

First Presbyterian Church
600 W Main Street
Morristown, TN

Please let Janie (586-4281 or fpcmorr@gmail.com) know if your family plans to
attend. We want to have sufficient supplies.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
In May the Christian Education Committee has asked me to lead a few Wednesday night dinner
conversations on Wo rs h ip . As you might imagine, I was delighted to be asked and I am looking forward to our
conversations together.
The first question that arises when we think of our worship together is, “What draws us to this place week after
week?” Is it trad itio n ? Yes, for some of us it surely is. It is part of the rhythm of our lives and our week just
isn’t the same if we have not gone to church on Sunday. I know that was certainly true for my mother. Going to
church on Sunday was simply what we did in our family.
Another answer to that important question for some of us is n e e d . There are times when we need that sense of
community, the quiet presence of God, and the nurture of other faithful pilgrims seeking to serve our Lord. I know in my own
life, during the decade-long debilitating illness of my late husband, there were times I could not pray or even read the Bible
without dissolving into tears. Being in worship with the family of faith reading scripture and praying the Lord’s Prayer in one
voice brought healing to my broken spirit and strength for the journey that lay ahead in the coming week.
For some of us the sense of c o m m u n ity is what draws us to church each week. For many of us our best friends are here.
These are friends who have journeyed with us for a lifetime. These friends know our sorrows, our hopes, our dreams, and our
joys as they have shared our lives.
Some of us come out of a sense of o b e d ie n c e . We know God has commanded this of us. God created us to worship
God. The first four of the Ten Commandments all concern worship. And, Jesus’ own summary of the law establishes the
whole of our Christian life and responsibility on the foundation of worship:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all you soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:28-30)
I believe we are drawn together each week because we have heard something here, felt something here, found something
here in worship together that draws us back again and again.
I believe we return each week because we meet God together in the gathered presence of the people, in the hymns, in the
prayers, in the readings, sermons, sacraments, and in the moments of shared silence. We are gathered to worship the God who
has lifted the burdens of heavy guilt; who has walked with us through the valleys of deepest darkness; who has brought us
peace in the midst of worry and turmoil; who offers us hope in the darkest midnight of our lives; and who shows us the way to
new life.
It is God’s identification with us in Christ; God’s suffering beside us and for us in Christ; God’s immersion into our death
and God’s victory over death for us in Christ that evokes our worship. The primary aim of Christian worship is not
entertainment or spiritual renewal or moral transformation or even evangelism. The primary aim of Christian worship is
d o xo lo g y . To worship is to praise God and to acknowledge God’s ultimate value in our lives and the poverty of our lives apart
f rom God. So, in worship we pause, we turn, and together in one voice we offer our praise and gratitude to the One who has
created us, redeemed us, and called us by name.
I hope you will join us in May for our family dinner table conversations about worship.
Blessings,
Merri

The Deborah Sanders Montreat Scholarship Offering
Every year, we take up a special offering to support the Deborah Sanders Montreat Scholarship
Fund. This year's offering will be taken on Sunday, May 20th. After that, contributions should be
sent to the church office.
The Deborah Sanders Montreat Scholarship is a financial award provided to an active member
of FPC's music and worship community for the purpose of attending PCUSA's Conference on
Music and Worship at the Montreat Conference Center held each summer. The fund was authorized
by Session in 2010 in honor of Deborah Sander's 30th year as organist at FPC.
The Montreat Worship Conference is an annual event that is very meaningful to all who attend. Conference
attendees come back inspired and filled with exciting new ideas for worship. The fund that helps support this is in
honor of Deborah Sanders, our organist for the past 38 years. Let's all show our appreciation for Deborah and our
support of great worship here at FPC!
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What's in Your Hhymnal?
Open your hymnal to number X, start singing at the little #1 in roughly the upper left corner
and go to the last line roughly at the bottom. Repeat until there are no more little numbers. Stop
after all verses have been sung. End of story? Nope. Not at all. True, the primary function of our
hymnal is to serve as our congregational songbook – to show us what we are going to sing together but there is an awful lot more to the book than that. It's a resource for worship planning. It's a
source of theological information. It's a source of historical information. It's a source of ritual
information. It's a source of legal/business information. It's a source of music theory information.
Merri is going to be doing a series of Wednesday night programs about worship. A notable part of
our worship services is the use of a hymnal. So she asked me to write a little bit about our (relatively new)
Presbyterian hymnal – Glory to God. Over the next few months, we'll go through the hymnal and get a very basic
rundown of what's in it. So grab one and let's start!
Ok, at the start just like any book – title page, copyright info and the table of contents – which you may want to
glance at to see how the book is organized. Next, the introduction tells you a little about the history of the making
of this hymnal, and more importantly, the intent of the committee that put this hymnal together.
Then we get into "Services of Worship". These are suggestions and possible structures for how to put worship
together, sometimes based on the purpose of the service(Baptism, communion, prayer, etc.). These aren't hard and
fast laws that you must follow. They give you strong service orders and great suggestions of possible songs or
readings to use, but you have the option of using other material or orders as well.
Now, you may look at this section and notice something different – ie – red letters. In this case, these aren't the
words of Jesus. These are what are called "Rubrics". The name in part actually comes from the Latin word for red,
and for literally hundreds of years (even before Protestantism) the red words have indicated instructions for what,
when, and how something should be done or led by the worship leader or other people involved in the service.
These words generally don't appear in the bulletin, though sometimes you will hear or see the leader say or do what's
said in red. Rubrics are basically how to run a worship service. And actually, on occasion they aren't even what or
how to do something, but what needs to happen before the service even starts, but that's getting into a lot more
detail than we have time or space for.
Next are a group of "Other Texts for Worship". These are some statements of faith, prayers and scriptures
which may be used during a service of some kind. For instance, we commonly use the Apostle's creed as our
statement of faith. A misunderstanding I have heard among Protestants and Catholics is that the Apostle's creed is
Protestant and the Nicene creed is Catholic. Not so. Both are historic Christian documents developed many many
hundreds of years ago as Christians organized and formed fundamental doctrines and the occasional dogma.
Protestants very commonly say the Apostle's creed during a service, but the Apostle's creed is also right at the
beginning of ritualistic Marian prayers called the Rosary. The Nicene creed is commonly in a Catholic mass, but
many protestant churches use it instead of the Apostle's creed. The lines between Catholics and Protestants are
really not as black and white as is commonly believed, and as scholarship improves, new documents are uncovered,
and better dialogs occur, the lines really are fading.
So that brings us to Hymn #1(not page #1) – Holy, Holy, Holy. There's a lot of information on each of these
pages with hymns and music on them, and we'll dig into what's there next time.
Rick Kopituk

Security Update - Members' Church Access
The Church has finished installation of the new intercom, camera and keypads for the glass doors. All
of the kinks have been worked out and all access cards should work. If you have problems with a
card, see Janie in the office for help. Members - please bring your access card for the doors with you and use it to
enter the building during business hours. If we are on the phone or in a meeting, there may not be someone available to
buzz you in. If you do not have an access card, please see Janie in the church office to obtain your card
at no charge.
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Presbyterian Women May Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN MAY
Merri will lead three Table Conversations on
Worship: May 2, May 9 and May 23.
The PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee)
will host a Conversation with the PNC on
Wednesday, May 16.
Dinner will be served at 5:30pm and the program
will begin at 6:30pm.

On Thursday, May 3rd at 10:30am
in the chapel, Sue Atkins will lead the
Presbyterian women's final Bible study
of the 2017-2018 year. The topic will
be "Who Is Jesus According to
Contemporary Cultural Interpretations"
(based on Matthew 15:21-28 and Luke
10:38-42). A memorial service for our ladies who died
in 2017 will also be held. All ladies are encouraged to
attend the study, as well as the $7 catered lunch to
follow in the Fellowship Hall.

We hope you will join us in May for our family dinner table
conversations

WSCC Community Chorale Concert
The WSCC Community Chorale will
present its annual spring concert in our
sanctuary on Thursday, May 3 at 7:30pm.
The concert will feature "Frostiana," a set
of 7 poems by Robert Frost set to music by
American composer Randall Thompson.
The work was composed in 1959 and premiered on
October 18, 1959 in Amherst, Massachusetts. Among
the well-known poems in the suite are The Road Not
Taken and Choose Something Like a Star. The
concert, less than one hour in length, also includes
19th century pieces by Felix Mendelssohn and the
energetic spiritual Wade in the Water. The Chorale is
directed by Ben Stapleton and accompanied by
Deborah Sanders. This is a free concert and is open
to the community. Please plan to attend and bring a
friend!

Dennis Inman
James Craine
Phyllis Hurt
Jane Fleckenstein
Mark Holtkamp
Shirley Culvern
Ginny Harris
Bertie Holmes
Marjorie Cook
Betty Pless
Kim Deardorff Kersey
Ed Edmonds
Bill Wadlington
Denver Bennett
Jerry Tucker
Chet LaFountaine

4
5
6
8
9
10
10
14
15
16
16
18
21
22
25
28

ANNIVERSARIES
Bob & Sue White
Dwayne & Amy Cook

18
27

Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering
On Sunday May 13th, the 2018
Birthday Offering of
Presbyterian Women will be
taken. This year, three mission
projects will benefit from the
offering.
1) In Cottage Grove, Oregon,
Cottage Village will build 13 tiny
houses for low-income residents.
2) In Honduras, the Presbytery will purchase a retreat
center that will be managed by Presbyterian Women and
that will offer international hospitality for retreats,
workshops, and mission teams from the PC(USA).
3) In Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota, The Dwelling
Place (similar to our CEASE) will purchase a vacant lot
where they will construct a multi-use building.
Each of these mission projects has been thoroughly
vetted. They submitted proposals describing their projects,
listing all other sources of money being requested or
already awarded and explaining how the project's progress
would be reported and success measured. The grant
recipients must return an interim report 6 months after
receiving their first payment, before a second payment is
made. One year and two year follow-up reports are also
made. Your offering will be used wisely and used to carry
out God's work. The money each project receives is
determined by the amount of the Birthday Offering. We
ask that you give as you have been blessed, generously and
as led by the Holy Spirit.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES
This Is Our Story pictorial directories are
available for pick up in the Narthex and
will be there through Mothers' Day. They
are labeled in alphabetical order by family
name. Please check the labels carefully and
take your family’s directory. You may
purchase an extra directory in the church
office for $5.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

RegularThursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
8:30am HTA
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301

1

2

3
Regular Schedule (See Above)
10:30am PW, 205 & FH
7:30pm Community Chorus,
Sanctuary

9
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Supper, FH
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Program: Wo rs h ip
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

10

11

Regular Schedule (See Above)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

8:30am HTA

16
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Supper, FH
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Conversations with the
PNC
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir
Last Day of School

17

18

19

24

25

26

8

13
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

14
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Session Packet Info Due
6:15pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

15

20
9:30am Sunday School
9:20am Conversations with the
PNC, FH
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary
11:45am Session

21

22

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
Noon Newsletter Deadline
6:15pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

10am Staff Meeting
10am Conversations with the
PNC, FH

23
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5:30pm Supper, FH
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Program: Wo rs h ip
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

27

28

29

30

31

10am Staff Meeting

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6pm Worship Ensemble
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Regular Schedule (See Above)

Church Office and

8:30am HTA

9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
5pm Choristers
5:30pm Supper, FH
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Program: Wo rs h ip
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

7
8:30am HTA
9am Stability Ball Exercise,
Children’s Wing
6:15pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b
7:15pm Men’s Ensemble

Family Life Center Closed

5

10am Staff Meeting
6pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH

6 8:30am Worship, Chapel
8:45am Graduation Breakfast,
Youth Center
9:30am Sunday School
10am Congregational
Meeting
10:30am Worship,
Sanctuary

Five Cents-A-Meal Offering
8:30am Worship, Chapel
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship, Sanctuary

4

10am Staff Meeting
10:30am Congregational Care, FH
11:30am Spring Fling, FH
6pm Building Grounds, 201c
7pm Scouts’
District, 301

8:30am HTA
10am Staff Meeting
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12

Regular Schedule (See Above)

Regular Schedule (See Above)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

