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THE PROCLAIMER

Toes Pointed Toward the Door
I've been reading a book by Mary C.
Lindberg titled "The Graceful Exit: A
Pastor's Journey from Good-bye to
Hello."   In the preface she tells this
story:
 

"Twenty girls, ages three to twelve, pile into the
entrance of the Korean Cultural Center, where
they have come to practice traditional Korean
dance. According to Korean custom, everyone
takes off their shoes when they enter a building,
and the girls observe this ritual—in their own
fashion. They topple over one another as they
toss their shoes into a large pile and head off to
rehearsal. While the dance teacher leads the
class, I sit in the lobby, waiting for my daughter
and watching another ritual unfold. One of the
other moms methodically picks up each of the
dozens of shoes in the large pile and sorts them
into pairs. She matches up the shoes and sets
each pair neatly down, with the toes pointed
toward the door. By the end of her ritual she
has turned all the shoes around. When our
daughters finish dancing, their shoes are ready
for them to head out the door and onto the
next event in their lives.
Busily engaged in the work of caring for God’s
people, pastors may not notice anything out of
the ordinary about their status in a congregation
for a long time. But one day, as a particular
awareness dawns or a slight hunch grows
stronger, we suddenly realize that God has
turned our shoes around. God is helping us get
ready to go in a new direction."

 
After years of prayers, sermon writing, sacred and

silly moments shared with my flock. I have discerned
that God has turned by shoes around and the time has
come for me to depart.  With my 'toes pointed toward
the door' I realize that this too is holy ground.

Scriptures are filled with goodbyes, but I like to
think that just as our Lord physically left this earth and
h  is disciples, friends and foes, he said, I leave with you
a Paraclete.  (Since I'm talking about shoes that is not a
pair of cleats), but the Greek word for the Holy Spirit. 

As God resides in each of us, we too are filled with His
Spirit and even though we depart from one another
that spirit remains.  The Holy Spirit gives comfort and
encouragement.  I pray that the Spirit of God that is in
me will remain with you. And I know that the Spirit of
God that is in you will go with me.
 
Bless be the tie that binds us,
Gary

Today, 4/23, was Young Person's
Sunday at FPC.  Different than past
years, our children (grades
Kindergarten-3rd grade) led our worship
service this time around.  From our

opening Call to Worship, prayers, confession, musical
offerings, and more, our FPC students did a fantastic
job of helping us think about Jesus.  For those who
may have missed it, our theme this year was Who is
Jesus?, based on Matthew 16:13-20.  In this text Jesus
has a conversation with His disciples about what
people have been saying about Him, and who they
think He might be.  The disciples response is
important, but I think equally important is our response
to this question, Who is Jesus?

Whether you were raised in church or came to faith
later in life, we have all had some interaction with
Jesus.  Maybe it was learning the song Jesus Loves Me as
child, or a friend inviting us to church to hear about
Jesus, or possibly it was a feeling of obligation at
Christmas or Easter that brought us into a church.  I
think as we grow, age, and experience different
life-events Jesus takes on different roles in our lives. 
Jesus has been described as:

A Nazarene, Alpha & Omega, Author and
perfecter of our faith, Author of Life, Bread of life,
Chief cornerstone, Firstborn over all creation, Friend
of tax collectors and sinners (thank God), God's Son,
Head of the body, the Church, Immanuel, Image of the
invisible God, King of Kings, Lamb of God, Light of
the world, Master, Messiah, My friend, Our Passover
lamb, Prince of Peace, Savior of the world, Son of
Man, Teacher, The Good Shepherd, The Way, The
Word, Wonderful Counselor, and much more.



  As Christians, believers and followers of Christ, it is
important for us to articulate who we are following,
who we believe, and why.  Our faith may have started
as "mommy or daddy told me so," or "that's what the
preacher said", but I believe it is the responsibility and
privilege of every Christian to develop a personal faith,
a relationship with Jesus that is unique to them.  How
is your walk with Jesus?  Who do you say that He is? 
Can we as a church do/provide something to help "
jump-start" your faith.  Our prayer as a church, and our
prayer as we complete Young Person's Sunday is that
Jesus would become a greater part of your life, today,
tomorrow, and for the rest of your days.  May God's
blessing be upon us as we seek Him.  

-Your Brother in Christ, Rev. Kyle Schmidt

The Lingo of Time

From now until Sunday, June 4th, we are
in Eastertide.  This is the 50 days from Easter until
Pentecost.  After that, we enter into what is called
"Ordinary Time."  This is, from a "modern language"
point of view, sort of misnamed.  It doesn't mean
ordinary like common, dull, boring, "the usual." 
Ordinary used like this means "ordered" by number.
Those days and weeks basically aren't part of a specific
season.  Yes, they happen during seasons like spring
summer and fall.  But those days and weeks aren't in
church seasons the way the four Sundays of Advent are
or the way the forty days of Lent are.  Also, the
ordering isn't centered around feasts, although that
doesn't mean we won't have some feasts during that
season, and we will certainly eat, but the time isn't
ordered by specific feasts of the Church year like
Transfiguration, Ascension, or Pentecost. A bit
confusing maybe?

Here's the thing.  The whole point of the church
year, very basically, is to keep God and his saving acts
through Jesus at the forefront of our lives the whole
year round - to remind us continually of what God has
done. The terms and dates of the Church Year were
structured to help us stay strong and grow in faith. It's
way too easy to get caught up in the busyness of life
and forget about what life is really all about.  And sadly,
it's also way too easy to get distracted by the correct
terminologies of the church calendar and forget about
the incredible love it all points to. 

God is always with us and for us.  God isn't with us
just seasonally, or just during specific times.  God

doesn't take a vacation or take time to get away from it
all. God is a part of our life.  Each one of us.
Individually.  Throughout history, God has done
amazing things which we now benefit from in so many
life altering ways. So, as we celebrate the resurrection,
truly celebrate.  Share it with the world.  Let the power
of the season build in you energy and excitement. Live
into the full meaning and full inheritance of Easter.
And when we enter into Ordinary time, keep up this
joy and love and power and energy, and let your lives
truly be extraordinary.

Rick Kopituk

Sesquicentennial Celebration
Wednesday Night Programing:

150 years is a long time for a church to exist and
150 years is a lot of history to reflect on. 

On May 3rd, at 6:30pm,  we will return to the
theater for a walk through the history of our church
from 1887-1956.

On May 10th, at 6:30pm, we will cover the years
from 1956-2017 and there will be time to share
memories of the more recent 60 years.

Our Church was officially organized on May 18,
1867, so on Wednesday, May 17, at 6:30pm,  we will
have a Birthday Party/End of School Bash as our final
program.

May Menus:
May 3rd: Pulled Pork, Baked Beans, Green Salad,
Potato chips, & Dessert

May 10th: Baked Ham, Potatoes, Spinach, Biscuits, &
Dessert

May 17th: Vegetable Soup, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs,
Salad, Sweet Potato Fries, & Dessert

Potluck Picnic May 31 - FPC will have a picnic at
Fred Miller Park, more details in bulletin and eNews.



Acts of

Service

As most of you know, we have been celebrating our
150 years with 150 acts of service and kindness.  The
bulletin board is almost full of little notes.  There is also
a bulletin board with pictures of some of our projects. 
I am going to enumerate some of them.

There have been 2 cleaning days at the new MATS
facility.  There will be more.

The Presbyterian Women wrote and published a
Lenten devotional booklet.

The children (and parent helpers/chaperones)
counted and rolled pennies at the library.

Many people helped with the Luke 14 project, the
children cut out pictures to be used to make
collages there.

Some of the others:
Fed a man with MS his dinner
Took flowers to residents in an assisted living

facility & visited with them
Mopped the kitchen floor for a friend who needed

help
Welcomed someone new
Let go of things others can use
Assist in carrying items, aid someone to make their

life easier, open door for someone
Prayed for a teacher whose parent was ill
Support our youth
Prayer
Sub for Janie when she's off, bring mail in for her
Invited a woman in for water when she was

walking in the neighborhood, the woman
prayed with me

Fed Christmas parade participants
Preparing snack bags each month for Food on

Foot
Promoted the Souper Bowl of Caring
Bought lunch for someone
Cleaned my mother-in-law's kitchen
Donated to Central Services
Make birthday calls/cards
Support and plan for people with disabilities
Deliver meals for handicapped citizens and

homebound FPC members
Speak to strangers and show concern
Taught a PW Bible study or Sunday School lesson
Make amends quickly
Pick up trash around the church
Encouraged a sad person
PW purchased a new Bible for a former youth

pastor whose home was destroyed in the
Gatlinburg fires

Gave my shopping cart to an older person
Helped 2 stranded motorists

Listen to those in need, show compassion
Visited hospitalized or ill members
Provided empty store bags used for dirty diapers to

a government-funded child care center
Take a friend for a meal
Transported a temporarily disabled friend for

coffee
Transport people in need
Gave an older lady a ride to a meeting
Help clean up after any event
Typed posters for someone looking for a nursing

job
Helped with fun day for Kindergartners
Brought PB & J for Boys & Girls Club
Helped clean a lot in Gatlinburg after the fire
Serve on a committee
Gave money to a college student for text books
Help weekly with HTA students
Participated in the Laundry Love day

Some of these are acts that have been done, some are
suggestions.  There are so many ways to serve and 
FPC members do so many kind acts without even
thinking about it.  We want this project to continue
throughout 2017.  It is my hope that the bulletin board
will be totally covered in notes.  Thanks to all who have
participated and to those who will in the future. 
Thanks also to the others on the planning committee
for this project:  Suzanne Harrison, Scott Reams, Mark
Holtkamp, Jeff Atkins, and Amy Keesee.

Sue Atkins



Men’s Breakfast 

Join us as we work through the Old
Testament with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture
series. We want to help you to read through
the Bible without getting lost or giving up. This series
has a video for every book of the Bible that outlines its
literary design and main ideas, showing you how it fits
into the entire Biblical story. We meet Thursday
mornings at 7am in the theater.

Presbyterian Women

Book Club
The book club will meet Friday, May 5th,
at 6pm, at the home of Sandy Storms. 
The book we will be reading is The Lilac
Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.  Everyone is
welcome and please bring a dish to share. 
Also, try to let Sandy know if you plan on
being there.  Her e-mail is
sandstorms3495@aol.com and home

phone is 423-587-1760.

Monthly Meeting
The Presbyterian Women will hold their last
meeting before summer break on Thursday,
May 4 in the Chapel at 10:30am. The Bible
study, led by Sue Atkins and Sandy Storms,
will be based on Revelation 21-22 and titled
The River of Life - Hope." This lesson will
conclude our series, Come to the Waters." A
memorial for our 2016 deceased members
will also be part of the meeting. A $7 catered lunch will
follow in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies are invited to join us
for a time of Bible study and Christian fellowship. 

Vacation Bible School
It's only May, but our summer VBS
plans are well under way.  FPC will
again partner with All Saints'
Episcopal Church as we seek to
reach out to our community in
Jesus name.  Our theme this
summer is Barnyard Roundup:

Jesus Gather Us Together.  We will gather July 18-21
(Tuesday-Friday) from 9am-Noon each day.  Becky Jo
Moles and Rev. Kyle Schmidt are spearheading our
effort, but they need your help.  From food
preparation, arts & craft helpers, team facilitators,
prayer warriors, and much more, there is a unique task
for all willing helpers.  Whether you can volunteer one
day or all days, please prayerfully consider working for
God in some capacity.  VBS can be a great
church-bonding experience.  

Mother's Day - May 14
Church Picnic (Fred Miller Park) - May 31
Presbytery Meeting at Strawberry Plains PC - June 3
Pentecost - June 4
Underground Mission Trip w/ CROSS (Charlotte, NC)

 - June 4-9
Trinity Sunday - June 11
Underground Mission Trip w/ Casas por Cristo (DR) -

June 11-17
Father's Day - June 18
Church at the Lake - June 25 (tentative)
Church Picnic (Fred Miller Park) - July 5
VBS at Civic Park - July 17-21
Church Picnic (Fred Miller Park) - August 2
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Presbytery Camp -

September 5
Christ the King Sunday - November 26
Presbytery Meeting at Watauga Avenue PC -

December 5
Christmas Parade Snack Supper - December 7
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25 (every year)



The presence of God is security.
Show others your security in
God's love by reaching out to serve

- Mission & Community
Outreach Community

This year the Rummage Sale will be August 4th & 5th
as a  partnership between the Presbyterian Women and
Mission & Community Outreach Committees.  While
spearheaded by these two committees, the fundraiser is
a large undertaking that will welcome all who are
willing to help. The committees are in need of hangers
for the clothing. Bring them to the church office where
there is a box available. If you have items that you need
picked up for the sale, contact Mark Holtkamp     
(258-8142). He will be scheduling pick-ups on
Saturdays beginning in May. More details are
forthcoming, but begin to think what
(no-longer-needed) treasures you would like to donate,
how you can participate in this ministry, or simply just
begin praying for God's blessing.  Thank you

Community Cash

Ke e p  Bu y in g  Gro c e rie s  as
Mis s io n  Wo rk! The program is like
a win-win.  You buy groceries and
Food City/Ingles gives us money
for mission work.  I know you are
still buying groceries, getting gas,
and possibly filling prescriptions in the respective
pharmacy.  Why not use one of our convenient cash
cards and help the youth make 5% to use for our
mission efforts?  We have both Food City and Ingles
cards available.  Community Cash cards can be used for
any item sold in the respective grocery store.  As you
do your shopping for food, get gas for your errands, or
anything else at Ingles/Food City, please remember us. 
We have sold over 105,000 in cards.  Help us get to
200k. Thank you to all who continue to support our
Youth Mission efforts.  See Kyle on Sundays or
Kyle/Janie during the week.  We make 5% on all the
cards we sell and you get 100% of what you give us.

RightNowMedia
We live in a media-based society and hope
you will find this new media tool a
blessing.  RightNowMedia (RNM) is like a
Netflix of Christian videos, movies,
conferences, etc.  There is no cost to you
as the youth mission funds are picking up the fee. 
RNM includes Bible Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life
Stories, Conferences, Studies for Parents, Studies for
Teenagers, Studies on Marriage, Studies for Men,
Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership, Christian
Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies on
Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach,
Studies on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery,
Studies for College & Singles, and lots more.  We truly
believe there is something for everyone as we seek to
strengthen our bond with Jesus.  RNM is also being
used as an evangelistic tool.  With the youth picking up
the fee, we are able to offer this ministry tool to any of
our friends, family, co-workers, etc. that we/you desire. 
I know that with any new technology there are growing
pains, adjustments that cause frustration, and a wonder
how this will benefit me.  We ask you to give RNM a
try, poke around, and let us know what you think.  If
you would like to get someone added to the "Invite"
list, please email their contact info (Name and email
address) to fpcunderground@me.com and I will get
them added.  If you have any questions, please let me
know. Please let me know of any questions or
problems you encounter.  May God be with us in all we
do. 

 







Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Dennis Inman 4
James Craine 5
Phyllis Hurt 6
Jane Fleckenstein 8
Mark Holtkamp 9
Olivia Musick 9
Shirley Culvern 10
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Ed Edmonds 18
Bryan Dickerson 19
Bill Wadlington 21
Denver Bennett 22
Cynthia Phipps 28
Chet LaFountaine 28
Max Dickerson 29
Donna Breeding 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Bob & Sue White 18
Dwayne & Amy Cook 27

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Session has called a congregational
meeting on May 21, 2017 immediately
following the 10:30am worship service. The
meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
The purpose of the meeting is to vote on the
Dissolution of the Pastoral Relationship with Senior
Pastor Rev. Dr. Gary Kelly.

“An installed pastoral relationship may be
dissolved only by the presbytery.  Whether the
teaching elder, the congregation, or the
presbytery initiates proceedings for dissolution
of the relationship, there shall always be a
meeting of the congregation to consider the
matter and to consent, or decline to consent, to
dissolution.”  

(G-2.09 Dissolution of Pastoral Relationship, Book of Order)

Lets Get Moving!

The Presbyterian Women's exercise group is
still meeting every Monday & Wednesday at
10am upstairs in the children's area.  All you
need is an exercise ball (there are 2 available

in the workout room) and a beach towel or yoga mat.  It
also helps if you like to laugh a lot.  We would like to
invite any women who have not been coming to try us
out.  We hope to see you there!


