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Dear Friends,
We entered the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent
is the season of the church’s year that we focus on what brings us
closer to Christ. Lent grew out of the early church’s desire to
have a ritual for remembering and celebrating Christ’s death and
resurrection.
The original focus of Lent was on the whole community
of Christ rather than on one’s private journey of faith. The
Hebrew word pascha referred to the Jewish Passover, which is the
commemoration of ancient Israel’s release from slavery in Egypt and the forty-year
journey to the Promised Land. Early Christians borrowed concepts from the Jewish
tradition of Passover for their own celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Eventually
this practice became forty-day time of preparation prior to Easter.
Lent is a time of rededication of one’s life to following Christ. The season
begins with Ash Wednesday during which ashes that have come from burning last
year’s palm branches are used to remind us how quickly we move from praise to
condemnation in our own journey of faith. The ashes call us back to the dust of
creation: “Then the Lord God formed a human being from the dust of the ground.” (Genesis
2:17).
Lent brings us to stand before God, where we meet God and we meet
ourselves. Lent is a time of deep prayer and service to God’s world. Our Lenten
prayers move us and change us, in the depths of our spirit—both as individuals and
as a congregation. This journey of Lent is so serious in our journey of faith that
when we reach Easter morning we discover we are forever changed by our
encounter with the crucified and risen Lord.
May God’s everlasting kindness be with you and all whom you love as we
journey through Lent together.
Blessings,
Merri

First Presbyterian Church
600 W Main Street
Morristown, TN
(423) 586-4281
fpcmorristown.com

Wednesday Night Programs During Lent
Our Wednesday night Lenten Bible Study will continue
through Wednesday, March 21 with dinner at 5:30pm. Through
this five-week study we will spend time together to reflect on
self-examination, honesty, repentance, forgiving, and beginning
again. We will look closely at Luke 15:11-32, Psalms 51 and 139,
Matthew 5:43-48 and 7:1-6, Luke 23:32-43, Matthew 18:23-35, and
Luke 7:36-47. Dinner will be at 5:30pm with the Lenten study at 6:30pm each
Wednesday. Please let Janie know if you plan to attend by phone 586-4281 or email:
fpcmorr@gmail.com.

Out of the Castle

I love movies. Lots of different kinds
and lots of different eras. I enjoy the new
musicals – La La Land, The Greatest Showman.
The old musicals – White Christmas, Singing in
the Rain. I like action – Indiana Jones. I like
Sci-Fi – Star Wars. My favorite of all is from 1986 – The
Mission starring Jeremy Irons and Robert de Niro. I also
really enjoy Disney movies. Aladdin is pretty far up that
list for me.
There’s a scene in that movie where Aladdin
claims to be a prince who snuck out of his castle because
his father, the king, wouldn’t let him do anything. He
was actually telling this to Jasmine, who really was a
princess that really did sneak out of the castle. Being the
royal child comes with a whole lot of responsibility that
she really didn’t want but had anyway.
Here’s the hard part for us. We, too, are children
of The King. And at the moment, we are outside of the
castle. True, we didn’t sneak out. But like it or not,
being children of the King comes with a whole lot of
responsibility. We aren’t out here because we just wanna
have some fun. We are here to bring God’s love to the
whole world. Love clearly means action. (Read James
2:15 – 17)
Now, there may be some who say “Am I my
brother’s keeper?” I think you should probably consider
the source and maybe not align yourself too closely with
that one. (See Genesis 4:8 – 10) Just sayin’…
And it’s actually not just relatives. We are called
to love our neighbors. (Matthew 22:39) And our enemies.
(Matthew 5:44) We are called to be generous to the poor.
(Proverbs 21:13) We are called to visit prisoners and the
sick. (Matthew 25:31-40) This is hard, and can be very
messy and even painful. It might not look or smell too
good. It might cost us. It might confuse us. It might
sadden us. And yes, it might hurt us.
There’s an endless amount of work to be done,
and here is an even harder part. A much harder part. In
harsh honesty, this may be the hardest part. Very harsh.

There’s absolutely no Biblical basis to believe that at a
certain age you can stop serving God, and scriptures are
crystal clear that finances are not an out. (*read Luke
12:16-21) Yes, you can go the prodigal way and squander
all you have on yourself, but true discipleship is for life.
True disciples never quit. Or count the cost.
But here’s the great part for us. And it’s a lot
greater than the harshness of our reality. We, too, are
children of The King. All that he has is ours. And we’re
never outside of His reach. In fact, The King is out here
with us and has given us everything we need to show
God’s love to the whole world. We here at FPC have
been abundantly blessed with so many ways to join with
God’s loving work in the world. We are overflowing
with abundance. And referring back to Luke 12:16-21,
St. Ambrose reminds us that we already have an
abundance of barns and storehouses. No need to find
ways to store up what we have. We can store all we have
in the “bosom of the needy, the house of the widow, and
the stomach of the orphan and infant” We can store up
our treasures in the struggling single mom, or the
recovering addict, or the reforming prisoner. Or the
damaged soldier. Or the physically broken in a
wheelchair. Or the psychologically out of balance. Or
the persecuted. Or the slave. Or the homeless. Or the
overwhelmed cancer patient. Or those with dementia. Or
the spouses and children of those with dementia. And
best of all, we will actually see again all that we store
there. We will see it in The King’s Castle. For eternity!
Yes, we’ve been sent out of the castle for the
moment. But what an incredible opportunity we’ve been
given! We can be right out front with God. We can see
God’s awesome works live and in person. We have been
called to be a part of The Kings greatest work. We are
part of the winning team. And we will eventually go back
to the castle. And we will hear The King say “Well done”.
Rick Kopituk

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MONTHLY MEETING
On Thursday, March 1st at 10:30am in the Ladies' Parlor, Deborah Sanders will lead the Presbyterian
Women's next Bible study. The topic will be Who is Jesus According to the Non-canonical Gospels. All ladies are

encouraged to attend the study, as well as the $7 catered lunch to follow in the
Fellowship Hall.
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Sun, Feb 25
2nd Sunday of Lent
Wed, Feb 28
Sun, Mar 4
3rd Sunday of Lent
Wed, Mar 7
Sun, Mar 11
4th Sunday of Lent
Wed, Mar 13
Sun, Mar 18
5th Sunday of Lent
Wed, Mar 21
Sun, Mar 25
Palm Sunday
Thurs, Mar 29
Fri, Mar 30
Sun, Apr 1
Easter Sunday

8:30am
Worship, Chapel
10:30am
Worship, Sanctuary
5:30pm
Supper
6:30pm
Lenten Bible Study
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10:30am
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5:30pm
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Lenten Bible Study
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Worship, Chapel
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6:30pm
Lenten Bible Study
8:30am
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10:30am
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5:30pm
Supper
6:30pm
Lenten Bible Study
8:30am
Worship, Chapel
10:30am
Worship, Sanctuary
6:30pm
Maundy Thursday Service
Noon
Good Friday Service
10:30am
Worship, Sanctuary
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