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First Presbyterian Church
600 W Main Street
Morristown, TN

At its stated May meeting the
Session decided we will have
one worship service on
Sundays at 9:30am for the
months of June and July. The
Sunday School classes may
choose to meet either at
8:30am before worship or at
10:45am following worship.

Presbyterian Women June Book CLub
The Book Club will meet at the home of DruAnna
Overbay on Thursday, June 7th at 6pm. We will be
discussing the book The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure.
In 1942 Paris, gifted architect Lucien Bernard
accepts a commission that will bring him a great deal of
money - and maybe get him killed. But if he's clever
enough, he'll avoid any trouble. All he has to do is design a secret hiding
place for a wealthy Jewish man, a space so invisible that even the most
determined German officer won't find it. He sorely needs the money, and
outwitting the Nazis who have occupied his beloved city is a challenge he
can't resist. But when one of his hiding spaces fails horribly, and the problem
of where to hide a Jew becomes terribly personal, Lucien can no longer
ignore what's at stake. The Paris Architect asks us to consider what we owe
each other, and just how far we'll go to make things right. Written by an
architect whose knowledge imbues every page, this story becomes more
gripping with every soul hidden and every life saved.
If you would like to car pool, meet at the West End Ingles at
5:30pm. Join the discussion and bring a snack to share.

PW Distinguished Service Award
The Presbyterian Women congratulate Judy Aiken who was the
recipient of the Distinguished Service Award for 2017-2018.

Dear Friends,
Thank you! Thank you for everything you do in ministry here at FPC-M. One of the reasons I enjoy
being in the church offices during the day is the opportunity I have to see so many of you carrying out Christ's
mission day in and day out.
Even though they are on summer break at the moment, the church halls are often filled with the
gracious greetings and holy laughter of our Hidden Treasure brothers and sisters. Community members come
and go to walk, exercise, or play basketball in the gym. Our homeless neighbors come in for showers and a
kind greeting. Some even join us for worship on Sunday mornings.
Faithful ministry is planned through committee meetings sprinkled throughout the weeks. From
Congregational Care to Finance to Buildings and Grounds to Worship to Christian Education to Mission to the Presbyterian
Women, great care is given to the details of your ministry by gracious and caring people. Flower arrangements are made for
people to take when visiting homebound members or members in the hospital or nursing homes. Bulletin boards often take on a
new look. Some days there is a team of people putting together the bags of food for the Food on Foot program.
You have also elected your Pastor Nominating Committee. Already giving hours of time each week to the task of
searching for your next installed pastor, they are grateful for your input and are eager to hear your thoughts as they move
forward in their work. Please keep Sally, Bill, Sharon, John, and Terri in your prayers.
Each week I also have the privilege of hearing the music being rehearsed for Sunday's offering of music as a part of our
worship. And, on special occasions of our Christian year, such as Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, extra care is given to the
visually artistic and decorative elements of our worship.
When I first joined your ministry six months ago, I heard much about what "we don't have" in our ministry here
anymore. These days, however, I am hearing far more about what "we do have" and the kinds of things we are excited about
doing. In recent weeks we have been concentrating on our vision for the future as the PNC has held congregational
conversations in its initial work. There will be more opportunities to think about our vision for FPC's mission as we follow
God's call into the future and the ministry for which God is fashioning us.
I believe the Holy Spirit is surely at work here at FPC and I, for one, am very excited to participate in the meaningful
ministry God is doing here. May we continue to be a people of prayer as we worship and serve together in the days and months
ahead!
Blessings,
Merri

What's in Your Hymnal 2?
Hymns. Go figure.
Last month, we started at the front cover of our hymnal and talked a little about everything up to the
first hymn. So now turn to hymn #1 - Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!, and let's talk about what's on the
page. This is actually going to be a bit difficult to write, not because there's not much to talk about, but
because there is so much to talk about.
There are so many individual questions whose single answer could fill books. What is a hymn? Why do
we sing hymns? What's the difference between hymns and praise songs? What's the difference between a
hymn and a psalm? Why do some hymns have the same melody as other hymns? What's the "real" title of a
hymn? Why are some of the words of a specific hymn different in this hymnal than in others – even different from the previous
Presbyterian Hymnal? Why is this hymn in here? Why isn't that hymn in here? Is there a specific reason some "hymns" in this
hymnal have many stanzas and take up more than a whole page, and others have one short line? Why do some hymns have lots
of notes stacked up by each syllable and some just one? And on and on and on.
Now, sometimes the answers are short and sweet and obvious, but not always. Sometimes the answers can be a bit
confusing, and there are some questions whose answers are subject to someone's conclusions about other theological issues –
sometimes even nonmusical issues. Sometimes, there are even different conclusions within one denomination. How's that for
specificity? There are many, many books out about the history and theology and practice of hymns and hymn singing as well as
other types of congregational singing, and if you want to explore some of this further I can point you to some books that might
help work toward some answers. But don't be surprised if, in some cases, you just end up in a deeper state of confusion.
All this to say that talking about music for worship is huge and is generally as subjective as it is objective – and as with
many things this big it's really common to get "objective" answers that are really "subjective." It just depends on which facts and
experts you look at and which you ignore. Sadly, sometimes "agreeing to disagree" is the best you can hope for. So I am going to
stick to just the facts. Really. I am. I'm just going to explain what is on the page, what it means, and to some extent
why it's there on a practical level. I'm going to leave should/shouldn't, good/bad, right/wrong, etc. alone.
First, the very top most line "The Triune God." This is just a general category that this hymn fits under. So if you're looking
for Advent hymns, you might start looking at hymns 82 – 107. You don't have to use only those hymns for Advent – you can
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pick hymns outside of that category - but they would work for Advent, and actually, they might work at other times of the year as
well. Skimming through them can give you a better idea of how the hymnal is organized, and noting that line as you start to sing a
hymn can give you a little insight into what you're singing about and why.
Next, "1" – the hymn number. There's nothing fundamentally or theologically significant about the hymn number. Different
hymns will be different numbers in different hymnals. The hymn number – which isn't necessarily the page number – just makes
it easy to find a certain hymn.
Next, the title. Believe it or not, this isn't crystal clear. In our hymnal, the big "title" is basically just the first line of the
hymn. You may see a small "title" underneath the big title. This could be several things like for instance, the most commonly
known title (625), the original title in its original language (742 or try 549), or what the actual original text was (548).
Next, in this hymn (#1) there is the word "descant" followed by a slightly smaller (80% of the original size) line of music with
single notes and not too many words directly below it. This is a line of music that isn't really part of the hymn itself, and usually
isn't sung by the congregation – though some may choose to do so. It's commonly sung by one or more sopranos, but it also
may be sung by children, and sometimes some men may sing it. It can also be played by instruments like the organ or a trumpet,
and may even be done by a flute, violin, trombone, or even an electric guitar. Or it can be ignored. It's not required, but really
does add a lot to the performance.
Next are the actual music and text of the hymn. In this one there's a treble clef & (higher notes), and a bass clef (lower notes).
In some of these hymns there's only a treble clef, which is typically just the melody. When both lines are there, it's common for
the congregation to sing the top notes in the treble clef, which in modern times is normally the melody. (That wasn't always the
case) If the congregation or at least the choir decides to sing harmony parts, they usually sing specifically the other written notes
below the top line. If there is only one line, harmony depends on the individual members of the congregation. In many worship
traditions, the members simply improvise or spontaneously create their own harmony parts. Often there will be a little more
rhythmic freedom as well. But sometimes everybody just sings the melody in unison. The text is usually matched directly to the
notes which would be in the top line.
One side note – in some hymns with one line (230) there are letters above the line of music. These are chord symbols. They
can be read by guitar players, bass players, piano players, ukulele players, etc. and some vocalists may use them as guides to create
harmony parts. Note that toward the bottom on this one (not on all of them) there is a statement that says "Guitar chords do
not correspond with keyboard harmony." There is a separate set of books with very detailed accompaniment parts for piano and
organ players. What that statement means is that the chords they have suggested in the hymnal will not sound good if there is an
organ or piano playing the notated accompaniment part. Got it? Well, suffice it to say that most musicians will know basically
what all of that means, or at least understand what they need to know.
Next, there's a few lines of information about the hymn. This is actually a really very cool thing that isn't in most hymnals.
It's just a little extra information about each song. Why it was written, who wrote it, what it means, what it relates to, etc. It's not
really a specific musical thing. It's just really interesting information that helps us understand what we're singing a little better.
Very cool!
Then there's a line with "TEXT:" and "MUSIC" and "©." This is who wrote the words and when, who wrote the music and
when, maybe who did the translations, and who owns the copyright. This is all very important legal information which ensures
that the people who make it possible for us to have these hymns get paid for the work that they have done. The advent of
photocopiers brought about the bankruptcy of many smaller publishing companies and meant that many composers couldn't
write as much because they had to work a different job in order to buy food. This is very serious, and churches have received
very large fines (sometimes in excess of $100,000) for violating copyright laws in some way.
Now over on the right there's a word – "NICEA." This is the name of the tune that the words have been placed with. It's
the melody you're singing. It's actually not uncommon to put different texts over different tunes. I think most commonly that's
because there's a more familiar tune that works better for a specific congregation, but there are many reasons why that may be
done.
How do you know a text will fit over a tune you may ask? Great question! Look right below it at the numbers 11.12.12.10.
That's called the meter of the hymn, and it tells you how many syllables will basically fit on each line. It's not exact - some notes
can be lengthened to allow for fewer syllables, and some notes can be doubled to add extra syllables. But it's close and is a good
starting place if you want to change tunes for a text. There's actually an index in the back of most hymnals that is helpful for that,
but that's for another article.
Finally, we are looking at Spanish and Korean. That's exactly what you think they are. The translated words to this hymn so
people who speak other languages can use the text to praise God. It's a good reminder that we all belong to God no matter what
language we speak!
That's it for June and July. See you in August!!
Rick Kopituk
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT PICNICS
The Christian Education Committee is hosting two picnics this summer:
June 20 at Martin Luther King Jr Park
July 18 at Fred Miller Park
The picnics will begin at 5:30pm. The C.E. Committee will furnish the meat and all utensils,
cups, etc. You are asked to bring sides, salads, desserts and drinks. Join us for: Good Food! Good Fun! and Good
Fellowship!

June 24, 10:30am - Harrell Park
Church at the Lake is here again! Mark your calendars for June 24. We will meet again this year at Harrell Park.
Worship will be at 10:30 am with a covered dish lunch to follow. Bring your favorite dish and be ready to eat like
there is no tomorrow!!! Plan to play on the lake all afternoon.
Our members with boats are always generous about giving rides. Please remember that everyone will need some
kind of floatation device if they go in the water.
DRIVING DIRECTIONS:
By Land If you want to use your GPS the address is 399 Rice Drive, Bean Station, TN
OR take Hwy 25 E to Lakeshore Dr.
Travel 2.2 miles on Lakeshore and turn Left on Harrell Park Rd. (You will see a sign)
Travel 0.3 miles and turn Right on Rice Dr.
You will see the entrance to Harrell Park in .2 miles
By Water Harrell Park is on a point right before German Creek Bridge. Look for a large pavilion.

RUMMAGE SALE

This year the Rummage Sale will be August 3rd and 4th as a partnership between the
Presbyterian Women and Mission & Community Outreach Committees. While spearheaded
by these two committees, the fund raiser is a large undertaking that will welcome all who are
willing to help. The committees are in need of hangers for the clothing. Bring them to the
church office where there is a box available. If you have items that you need picked up for the
sale, contact Mark Holtkamp (258-8142). He will be scheduling pickups on Saturdays in July.
More details are forthcoming, but begin to think what (no-longer-needed) treasures you would
like to donate, how you can participate in this ministry, or simply just begin praying for God's
blessing. Thank you.
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CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PNC
The pastor nominating committee (PNC) continues to meet and work to complete the ministry information form (our "want
ad"). The congregational conversations in May helped move this process forward with your input on the leadership qualities FPC
is seeking in a new pastor. To help with the next step, an all church meeting is planned for June 3rd at 10:40 in the Fellowship
Hall. At that meeting, we will be discussing two questions which will help answer sections on the ministry information form.
1. What is God calling FPC to be and do in the future?
2. How is God calling us to address the needs of our congregation and community?
The PNC is seeking your input- we hope you will attend. If you are unable to attend, please feel free to contact one of the
committee members with your thoughts. Also, we have a mailbox in the office for our committee, so feel free to leave a note. In
communication with the committee, if you would please include your name, that will help us follow through with any questions.
Sharon McAnear, PNC
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Jeff Cleary
David Easterly
Dennis Stewart ( Maintenance)
Lily Cooze
Alex Medford
Will Hyder
Gerald Kirby
Fred Overbay
Jack Cartwright
Bob Dafferner
Rachel Colvin
Mary Lynn Bales
David Holmes

3
4
5
13
13
13
15
16
20
25
26
27
28

ANNIVERSARIES
Pete & Sami Barile
Jim & Joyce White
Pete & Sami Barile
Randy & Becky Jo Moles
Jeff & Jennifer Atkins

10
11
10
16
22
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Lea Wayne Perkins
Jonnie Ratcliff
Ryder Smith
Carmen Kammann
Krisen Deardorff
Bill Hastings
Bruce Campbell
Treva Purkey
Sam Morgan
Miller Goan
Caroline Keesee
Polly Holtkamp
Melissa Brummitte (custodian)
Barbara Hale
Hugh Portrum
Scott Reams
Maris Medford
Sue Atkins

2
6
8
11
12
14
15
16
16
17
19
21
21
25
26
28
29
29

ANNIVERSARIES
Bruce & Elizabeth Campbell
Jerry & Mickey Barbely
Wayne & Sharon Lucas
David & Terri Tilson

2
8
23
25

