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Save the Date
   So We Can Celebrate

First Presbyterian Church will celebrate its
sesquicentennial this year.  Can you believe it?  This
church has been serving God for 150 years!!!!!!  That is
something to celebrate.  Just imagine all the lives that
have been changed over the years because people like
you and me love Jesus and want to make the world a
better place.  Imagine the baptisms, the weddings, the
funerals, the worship services, the hymns sung, and the
prayers prayed from this spot on earth for the last 150
years.  Imagine just how many acts of service and
kindness have been done here and all over the world
because someone like you and me responded to the
nudge of the Holy Spirit.  Now that is worth
celebrating.   Not only will we celebrate what has been
done in the past but it is my hope and prayer we will
use this season as fuel to rocket us into faithful service
to our Lord for the next 150 years.

A Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee (SCC)
has already begun laying some ground work.
Last year a dreaming committee calling themselves the
SCC began to put their heads together.  Bill Hale,
Becky Jo Moles, Elizabeth Campbell, Sue Atkins and
Gary Kelly said let’s get this ball rolling.

One of the first things we had to decide was when
to celebrate. The actual anniversary date was May 18th,
1867, but we are going to have our celebration on
APRIL 30, 2017. Mark your calendar and tell all your
friends. 

Bill Hale has been working on a invitation list.  Of
course you are all invited, but we also wanted to invite,
former members and staff and lots of people we love,
who grew up in this church, but have moved away. 
You can help us get in touch with them by sharing their
contact information.  Read Bill’s article to find out all
about how you can do that and who we still need
contact information on.   

Becky Jo has been working on our history and
plans to help us learn more about it.  Most of these

events will happen on Wednesday nights. There’s even
a trip planned to where it all began, Bethesda . . . ice
cream social to be included.  Read more about that in
her article.

Elizabeth is in charge of our communication and
she has lots of other great ideas, like an open house,
articles in the Tribune, and maybe some special musical
offerings.

Sue is in charge of the mission/service aspect of
our celebration.  We thought it would be a fun
challenge to have our congregation do 150 acts of
kindness/service in the next year. I know that sounds
like a lot, but I think you are going to be surprised how
much we do for others.  You can even tell us when you
see someone else do an act of kindness.  She and her
committee have some big project ideas as well.  Read
more about that in her article, also included in this
newsletter.

Gary is charge of worship.  We thought it would be
fun to bring in a special speaker for the day.  We
contacted Rev. Laura Jernigan (the daughter of Ned
and Peggy Hollandsworth/former pastor) and she
agreed!!!!  YEAH!  

Each person has been tasked with getting other
folks to join their committee. We are hoping everyone
will get involved and play some part. So if any of this
sounds interesting to you contact the people in charge
and let them know you are willing to help.  Hey, that
would be an act of kindness/service.  There will be
more to come, but for now mark your calendar for 

APRIL 30,  2017   
Blessings, Gary



Acts of
Service

Have you heard that FPC is 150 years old in 2017?  It's
true, and part of our celebration is doing 150 acts of
service.  It will take all of us working together to
accomplish this, but for sure we can do it.  There are
several underway already.  The children are
participating by going to the library to count and roll
pennies for their fund-raiser project.  We provide 100
snack bags to Food on Foot every month.  Members
have gone to Gatlinburg to help with rebuilding and
cleanup, people serve on boards, the Youth are going 
on a mission trip to Charlotte in the summer,  VBS will

be an outreach to an undeserved part of the
community along with our FPC children, and on and
on. . . . hew! 
Our members do countless kind acts without thinking
about them, it is just part of who they are.  What we
need for you to do is write them down so we can count
them.  There is a yellow box on the desk by the
Amazing Grazing table, there is also a pad of paper and
some pens.  Please help us by reporting your acts and
those of others.  There will be more projects later in
the year, after all, we don't have to stop at 150!  

Sue Atkins

A Faithful Past — A Hopeful Future —
The Mission Continues

Sesquicentennial Wednesday Night Programs 
Wednesday, April 19 at Bethesda Re-enactment of 1867 Church Service — Old Hymns and Hymnals —

 Stories about Bethesda — Ice Cream Social — Covers 1832 - 1867

Wednesday, April 26 in the Presentation about First Building — Ministers — Revolution -
Reconstruction

Theater and Heritage Room Covers 1867 - 1877

Wednesday, May 3 in the Presentation about Additions to Building — Ministers — Reconstruction -
WWII 

Theater and Heritage Room Covers 1877-1947

Wednesday, May 10 in the Presentation about Additions to Building — Ministers — WWII - Present
Theater and Heritage Room Covers 1947 - 2017

Wednesday, May 17 in Birthday Party
Fellowship Hall



Your Help Needed To Finalize
Sesquicentennial Mailing List 

The sesquicentennial committee is nearing completion
of a contact list with physical addresses or e-mail addresses

of church members and former church members. 
We need contact information for those listed below!

Will you review this list and send in any
contact information you may have on these folks?

If your children or anyone else you see are not on this list, please send their information.
Please call or e-mail Bill Hale with this information. 

423-312-2868 or wthale@musfiber.com
Thank you.

Allen, Steve & Carol
Arnold, Susie
Bacon, Anne
Bacon, David
Bagnall, Kenny
Bagnall, Michelle
Bales, Joe
Bales, Tom
Barile, Breau
Barile, Jason
Bennett, Austin
Benz, Steve & Cindy
Black, Gloria
Black, Justin
Black, Brandon
Brazil, Virginia
Breeding, Philip
Breeding, Lauren
Brewer, Alexandra
Brewer, Gary & Laura
Bridgeman, Rev. Stuart G.
Brimer, Alan
Brimer, Adam
Brimer, Andy
Campbell, Ashley
Cartwright, Cindy
Chesney, Suzanne
Chesney, Andy
Chesney, Kasey
Clarke, Connor
Clarke, Hunter
Cole, Mark & Janet
Comer, Ted
Cooper, David
Cooper, Kimberly
Cooper, David & Cathy 
Cooze, Sam
Craine, Bowe
Craine, Abbe
Craine, Matthew
Culvern, Emily
Culvern, Chris
Culvern, Linda

Cunningham, Mary
Cunningham, James
Dafferner, Donna
Dafferner, Dana
Davenport, Jim
Davis, Carter
Davis, Lloyd
Dickerson, Bryan & Laura
Dixon, Harlan
Duby, Ben
Duby, Rachel
Duke, Pansy
Edmonds, Reid
Edmonds, Sherry
Eichelman, Brian
Eichelman, Alan
Fielder, Chelsea
Finley, Coreen
Fleenor, Brenda
Foust, Andy
Foust, Rusty
Foust, Ashley
Foust, Eric
Foutch, Bill & Linda
Foutch, Ellery
Gallagher, Clark
Gallagher, Jenny
Gallagher, David
George, Harriet
Gentry, Beth (Ricker)
Griscom, Dan
Griscom, Grace
Griscom, Dick
Grossman, Leslie
Hacker, Stephanie
Hacker, Andy
Hadden, John
Hadden, Joe
Hadden, Becky
Hagwood, Scott
Hale, Rebecca
Handel, Lisa
Hardison, Sue

Holtkamp, Katie
Holtkamp, Daniel
Hyatt, Heather
Jamison, Kathy & Allen
Leonard, Dan & Linda
Logan, Tyler
Logan, AJ
Long, Susan Shields
Lovelace, Donna George
Lucas, Tyler
Lucas, Kara
Lynch, Steve
Lynch, Dan
Lynch, Michael
Lyons, P. Miller
Lyons, Wiley
Maden, Jim & Liz
Maloy, Gerald
McAnear, Erin
McAnear, Matthew
McIntosh, Mary (Butler)
McIntosh, Scott
McIntosh, Chris
Medford, Jeff
Mick, Jennifer
Mick, Jessica
Mueller, Wendy (Miller)
Mueller, Jeff
Newman, Margie Lee
Newman, Dan
Payne, Donna
Pearson, Woody
Pearson, Joe
Peoples, Suzanne
Peoples, Steve
Phipps, Kraig & Cynthia
Pigg, Jamie
Portrum, Anna  Beth
Pratt, Darin
Provost, Emily 
Pysh, Danya
Pysh, Matthew
Rager, Cheryl

Ratcliff, Dexter
Ratcliff, Robert
Ratcliff, Kelly
Risdahl, Julia
Risdahl, David
Rogers , Tommy
Rogers, LuAnn
Rush, Mary Ann Bales
Sayles, Tom & Kathy
Schneider, Paul
Sentelle, Rusty
Senterfitt, Patricia Lyons
Smith, Rick & Grace
Smith, Ron
Smith, Amy
Smith, Beth
Smith, David
Smith, Katherine
Sommers, Rev. Dick and Sally
Sparrow, Lindsey
Steiner, Mary Ann
Stelzman, Steve & Jan
Street, Andrew
Taylor, Ann Elizabeth
Taylor, John
Thiel, Steve
Thompson, Ellie (Amador)
Thompson, Will
Thompson, Katherine
Thompson, Blair
Traywick, Ben
Tucker, Michael
Tucker,  Chris
Tweed, Patty
Wadlington, Will
Wadlington, Joe
Wallace, Pansy
White, Chuck
Whitt, John & Mary
Williams, Robert
Williams, Jackie
Wills, Amy
Wills, Susan



I am working through the Experiencing
God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God by
Henry Blackaby with some folks in our
current Wednesday night Christian
Education offering.  To put it lightly, this
study has been fantastic.  Through daily

interaction with God in our workbook, to the activities,
poignant insights, and straight to the point teaching,
Blackaby has allowed me to gain a different perspective
into my relationship with God.  Trying to discern the
Will of God, hear God's voice in our lives, and
recognize how God is working all around us can seem
like a daunting task.  When I have said, "I desire a
burning bush experience," I have come to realize that
God is calling out to us all around.  Blackaby also states
that God's will can only be found when one is in
relationship with God.  To that end, I want to
encourage you in your walk with our Lord.  Try and
spend time with God everyday.  Whether in prayer,
reading God's Word (the Bible), enjoying God's
creation, or some other expression of time with God,
we all will benefit from time with God.  Start small,
increase gradually, and wait for the Lord.  God is good!

The following devotional comes from Henry
Blackaby's Experiencing God Day-By-Day devotional. 
You can read it and others at blackaby.net.  This
particular devotion is titled When God Speaks, It Is So,
and is from January 10th.

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish
what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for
which I sent it. 
Isaiah 55:11

When God speaks, nothing remains the same.  At the
beginning of time, God spoke, and a universe was created out of
nothing.  God followed a pattern when He created the earth: He
spoke; it was so; it was good (Gen. 1:3-4).  This pattern
continued throughout the Bible.  Whenever God revealed His
plans, things happened just as He said, and God considered the
result "good" (Phil. 2:13).  God doesn't make suggestions.  He
speaks with the full determination to see that what He has said
will come to fruition.  Whenever Jesus spoke, what He said came
to pass. Lepers found that a word from Jesus meant healing
(Luke 5:13; 17:14).  The blind man discovered that a word
from Jesus meant sight (Luke 18:42).  Through a barren fig tree
the disciples saw that a curse from Jesus meant destruction
(Mark 11:20).  The sinner experienced forgiveness through a
word from Jesus (John 8:11).  How many attempts did it take
Jesus to raise Lazarus from the dead?  Only one (John 11:43). 
There was never a time that Jesus spoke that what He said did
not happen.  What happens when Jesus speaks to you?  Have
you been reading the words of Jesus in your Bible without
experiencing His word that transforms everything around you? 

Jesus condemned the Pharisees because they assumed that
knowledge of the written Scriptures would give them life.  They
were satisfied with having the words instead of experiencing the
person who spoke the words (John 5:39).  How powerful a word
from God is to your life!  As you read your Bible and pray, listen
to what God has to say to you about His will for your life. 

May God's blessing be upon us all.  

-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

What a question
As some of you know, I'm working through a

study on worship created by the late great Robert
Webber.  Based on his massive eight volume

Library of Christian Worship, it's a series of seven
books, each with thirteen chapters specifically
discussing the history and common practices of
Christian worship.  When you complete each book
along with all of the questions after each chapter,
there's another book of "test" questions covering
everything that was in that book.  I've now completed
four of the books, and my answer sheet for "test
questions" is currently twenty-one pages long - single
spaced.  Hobbies are great, but maybe next time I'll just
get a toy train set.  

The first question in the book is "Define Biblical
Worship".  What a huge question!  There have been
hundreds, maybe thousands of books over the years
addressing that question, and I'm supposed to answer it
in just a page or so.  Well, here's a summary of my
answer.  I can back it all up Biblically and historically.
Hopefully the professor isn't looking for a thesis.

Well, if we're just talking about what it looks like
on the outside, it can be a pretty big spread of answers. 
Many Charismatics or Pentecostals might look at
David's worship center in Zion and say Biblical
worship is singing and dancing and clapping hands and
lots of instruments - basically a great big party
celebrating God. And they'd be right.  Many in more
formal churches like maybe Catholics, Episcopals, etc,
might look at the Temple and say Biblical worship is a
very structured and God-ordered time when we follow
specific rituals which draw us to focus and remember
God's awesome greatness.  And they'd be right.  Many
mainline Protestants like Presbyterians or Methodists
might look at the synagogue and say Biblical worship is
a time to learn and grow in our knowledge about the
greatness and majesty of God decently and in good
order. And they'd be right.  People in the Home
Church Movement are looking at the book of Acts.
The Bible pretty much says all these things are great.
Gather together, "sing responsively a hymn to Christ as



to a god" (Pliny the Younger), and you're good.
But, you can look in Amos, or Malachi or Isaiah

and see where God rejects festivals and sacrifices and
rituals. We can assume that because he rejected them,
they must have been doing them.  And when God
rejects rituals and sacrifice or offerings, it doesn't seem
to be because they messed up the form. So maybe just
going through the motions, even very accurately or
correctly, doesn't cut it. What we do and how we do it
really doesn't define worship. The actions and "styles"
really aren't what defines worship.  Which Bible
translation doesn't really matter.  What songs you sing
doesn't really matter.  What you wear doesn't really
matter.  Micah, Isaiah, and others say God's looking for
a contrite, humble heart. He's looking for justice and
compassion. He wants us to reject our evil ways and be
cleansed from our sins, not just by a ritual or action,
but really from within your heart and mind, and to
focus on Him.

So, a guy is in the front row singing and dancing
and lifting his hands, but all the while he makes sure
the cute blond across the room notices his big biceps
as he busts a holy move. The action is there but is it
biblical worship? Probably not so much. Or a lady sits
with her bulletin joining in the responsive reading with
great articulation and vocal intensity, but's frustrated on
how slow it's going because she wants to beat the
Baptists to Shoney's. The action is there, but is it
biblical worship? Probably not so much. Or a guy
kneels down to enter into a prayer of confession, but
just thinks about how that person in front of him
taking up two seats needs to go on a diet. The action is
there but is it biblical worship? Probably not so much.

On the other hand, a guy is in the front row sitting
in his wheelchair dreaming about the day he'll be able
to dance before the throne of the great God he loves.
The action's not there, but is it biblical worship?
Absolutely. Or a lady who never could learn to read sits
quietly holding her bulletin listening intently to the
wonderful words about her Lord and Savior.  The
action's not there, but is it biblical worship? Absolutely. 
Or an elderly man can't kneel any more, but bows his
head fully trusting in God's grace to wash his sins away.
The action's not there, but is it biblical worship?
Absolutely.

So, I guess I'd have to say that biblical worship is
coming before God with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength in true heartfelt love and faith.  That's all that
really matters to God. What the motions look like is
really secondary.

Rick Kopituk

Theologian in Residence

Tusculum College will once again host guests on
Tuesdays in February, with Dr. Travis Williams, Assistant
Professor of Religion, back as our lecturer.  His topic this
year is Jesus in Early Christian Memory: Remembering,
Reconstructing, and Rehearsing the Past.  Please contact Janie
to sign-up.  The church bus will depart the FPC parking
lot at 8:45am each Tuesday, 2/7, 14, 21, 28.  Brochures
are available on the bulletin board across from the FPC
main office.

Wednesday Activities
We are working through Henry Blackaby's
Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of
God. If you would like to join us you can still
catch up.  When you recognize where God is
working, you can join Him in what He is
doing.  Then you will experience God doing
through you what only He can do.   We meet Wednesdays
evenings from 6:30-7:30 in the Theater.

February Menus:
Feb. 1 - Brunch of: Ham Enchiladas (Ham, Onions,
Cheddar Cheese in Flour tortillas), Mixed Fruit Bowl,
Cookies

Feb. 8 - Beef Stew with Vegetables, Simple Salad, Creamed
Corn Mini Muffins, dessert

Feb. 15 - Smoked Pork Butt Sandwiches, Overnight Cole
Slaw, Baked Beans, Lemon pudding Pound Cake with Fruit

Feb. 22 - Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans,
Lemon Tarts and Chocolate Tarts

Men’s Breakfast 
Join us as we work through the Old Testament
with Tim Mackie's Read Scripture series. We want
to help you to read through the Bible without
getting lost or giving up. This series has a video

for every book of the Bible that outlines its literary design
and main ideas, showing you how it fits into the entire
Biblical story. We meet Thursday mornings at 7am in the
theater.



Mark Your Calendar
Souper Bowl of Caring - February 5
Theologian in Residence - February 7, 14, 21, & 28
Ash Wednesday - March 1
Presbytery Meeting at FPC Greeneville - March 4
Daylight Savings Time Begins - March 12
Jefferson Co. Spring Break - March 20-24
Hamblen Co. Spring Break - March 27-31
Palm Sunday - April 9
Maundy Thursday - April 13
Good Friday - April 14
Easter Sunday - April 16
30 Hour Famine - April 28
Sesquicentennial (150) Celebration - April 30
Mother's Day - May 14
Presbytery Meeting at Strawberry Plains PC - June 3
Pentecost - June 4
Underground Mission Trip (Charlotte, NC) - June 4-9
Trinity Sunday - June 11
Underground Mission Trip with Casas por Cristo (DR) -
June 11-17 (tentative)
Father's Day - June 18
Church at the Lake - June 25 (tentative)
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Presbytery Camp -
September 5
Daylight Savings Time Ends  - November 5
Christ the King Sunday - November 26
Presbytery Meeting at Watauga Avenue PC - December 5
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25 (every year)

Community Cash
Keep Buying Groceries as Mission Work! 
Our Community Cash program is like a
win-win.  You buy groceries and Food
City/Ingles gives us money for mission

work.  I know you are still buying groceries, getting gas,
and possibly filling prescriptions in the respective
pharmacy.  Why not use one of our convenient cash cards
and help the youth make 5% to use for our mission
efforts?  We have both Food City and Ingles cards
available and have sold over 96,000 in cards, totaling over
$4,800 in proceeds for Youth Missions.  Community
Cash cards can be used for any item sold in the respective
grocery store.  As you do your shopping for food, get gas
for your errands, or anything else at Ingles/Food City,
please remember us.  You can get cards from the youth at
the table in the Gathering Hall on Sundays or from Janie
or Kyle during the week.  Whomever purchases the
card that puts us over $100K will receive a free $50
card

New signs around FPC
Soon there will be some additions to the main entry
points to the FPC buildings.  Session this past Sunday,
1/22, approved a Buildings & Grounds motion to make
the FPC campus tobacco free.  This includes cigarettes,
chewing tobacco, and Vapors.  We have been smoke-free
indoors for many years, but felt this policy was needed to
allow members and guests to enter the facility without
having to walk through smoke-filled areas.  This will be
an adjustment for some and ask your "kind" assistance to
help us communicate the change.  The signage, pictured
[below] states, 

This sign is in both English and Spanish.

Presbyterian Women Book Club

PW Book Club will be reading "A Man Called
Ove" by Fredrik Backman.  Meet Ove. He's a
curmudgeon-the kind of man who points at people he
dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his bedroom
window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a
short fuse. People call him "the bitter neighbor from hell."

But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn't walk around with a
smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior
there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a
chatty young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next
door and accidentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a
comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected
friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of
which will change one cranky old man and a local residents'
association to their very foundations. The PW Book Club will
meet at the home of Judy Aiken on Friday, February
24 at 6:00. Everyone is invited and please bring a
dish to share. Also, let Judy know if you plan to
come.






