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Church-Wide Christmas Dinner
The Congregational Care Committee invites the
congregation to the annual Christmas Dinner, set this year
for Wednesday, December 5, at 5:30 p.m. The Silver Bells
evening will feature dinner served in the Fellowship Hall
transformed into a beautiful holiday dining venue. The
evening will feature music presented by church musicians and choirs, carol
singing, and stories. Suggested donation for this evening is $10 for adults, $5
for children with a family maximum of $25. Please make your reservations
early with Janie in the church office.

On Sunday, December 9th, the Christian
Education Committee invites everyone to the
Second Sunday Luncheon in the Fellowship
Hall following the 10:30am worship service. On
the menu: Mark Holtkamp's Bar-b-Que, Baked
Beans, Potato Chips. Please plan to attend and
make your reservations on the friendship pad or call Janie in the church office. Donations
will be accepted but not necessary (a basket will be in the Fellowship Hall).
Plan to join us each month on the Second Sunday for fellowship, food and
fun.

Luncheon

Christmas Parade Snack Supper

First Presbyterian Church
600 W Main Street
Morristown, TN

FPC will again be serving a snack supper to Christmas
Parade participants this year. Supper will be served in the
gym on Thursday, December 6 at 5:30 p.m. We ask that
our congregation support this effort for our community by
providing FINGER FOOD DESSERTS. Contributions need to
arrive at the church by 4pm on December 6.

Dear Friends,
What a meaningful time to be a part of this FPC-M family of faith! The Advent and Christmas
cycles in the Christian year are high points for every congregation. I hear laughter in the halls as
people are decorating the Angel Tree, hanging garland and wreaths, setting out the candles on the
Amazin' Grazin' table and in the sanctuary windows, and preparing the sanctuary for our seasonal
celebration of the coming of the Christ child.
In Advent, our season between memory and hope, we expectantly wait for the One who has
already come. We anticipate the promised justice of God's new world, yet we praise God who raised the "righteous
branch" to rule with justice and righteousness. We hope for the restoration of the afflicted, the tormented, and the
grieving, yet we delight that healing has come in Christ. We long for the beating of swords into plowshares, yet we
rejoice that the Prince of Peace has appeared. We dream of the land where lions and lambs live in harmony. And we
acclaim the child born to lead us into God's future.
On January 6 the church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany. And though this celebration is not as well known
as Christmas, it is older and has an even more important place in Christian history. Epiphany means "manifestation,"
which refers to the manifestation of God in Christ. In the western church Epiphany celebrates the visit of the wise
men, who took the news of the manifestation of God in Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. A theme of light conquering
darkness is always prominent in both Christmas and Epiphany.
This Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle in our Christian year is an extraordinarily rich time. It gives us a
marvelous array of family and church traditions, and it calls us all to a deeper spiritual life together in Christ. This is
the time we are called to create an environment of prayer and song, of Scripture and fellowship, and of sacramental
actions that nurture us along our faith journey.
It is a joy to be with you at this hope-filled time in our Christian year. Thank you for the privilege of serving as
your pastor!
Blessings,
Merri

Presbyterian Women's Book Club
The Presbyterian Women's Book Club will not meet again until January 24, 2019. We will be
meeting at the church in the Youth Center unless someone would like to offer their home. While
meeting at the church, we will need someone to step up and volunteer to supply paper plates,
cups, utensils, and drinks (decorations optional). Get in touch with Sandy Storms or Dotty Smith
before January. Remember to bring a dish to share. We have selected the next three books to be
read: The Pecan Man by Cassie Selleck, A Man Who Moved a Mountain by Richard Davids, and The
Notorious R.B.G. by Irin Carmon.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you! The Presbyterian Women took 67 shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child. We
appreciate the generous donations from the congregation.
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Westminster Handbell Ringers will have a busy week from December 3-9. First, they will
present several Christmas carols at the annual Church-wide Christmas Dinner. Then they
will ring in the 10:30 worship service on December 9.
Sanctuary Choir members have been preparing since September for a very special music
Sunday on December 16. They will present Tapestry of Light by Joseph Martin for the worship service at 10:30am
(there is only one service that day). Tapestry of Light is a joining of traditional carols, primarily from the British Isles,
with scripture readings. The composer was inspired by trips to Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England to create a
work that celebrates the rich heritage of seasonal song that is part of this great tradition. Singing from the chancel
area of the sanctuary, the choir will be accompanied by a small Celtic consort consisting of piano, cello, violin and
flute. It will be presented in the context of our 10:30am morning worship service.
The composer writes: The music of Christmas is a treasure for both the ear and the heart. Each winter it covers our lives with a
hopeful blanket of sound and reminds us that even in the silence of winter, there is song. Each tradition offers its own rich vocabulary of
holiday carols joining together faith and art into a glorious fabric of melody and truth. From angelic acclamations to delicate lullabies, the
message of God’s love leaps from the pages of our songbooks and finds a home in the tender places of our hearts.
Through the singing and sharing of this work, may the grace that inspired these time-honored tunes surround and inspire you. May the
joy and peace of Christ fill you and shine through you. May the Father of all lights gather us all to His heart and weave us into a
wonderful tapestry of Light.
Deborah Sanders

WSCC Community Chorale Concert
The WSCC Community Chorale will present its annual Christmas concert in our sanctuary on Tuesday,
December 11 at 7:30pm. This year’s concert features A Little Jazz Mass by Bob Chilcott, one of the busiest
and most popular choral composers and conductors in Britain today. Fantasia on Christmas Carols and The
Blessed Son of God by Ralph Vaughan-Williams as well as other music of the season will round out the
program. The Encore Chorale is directed by Ben Stapleton and accompanied by Deborah Sanders. This is
a free concert and is open to the community. Please plan to attend and bring a friend!

CHILDREN'S ADVENT STUDY
The children's Sunday School class will be taking a close look at the meaning of Advent during
December. This will be an inter-generational event in which parents will also participate. Each child is
encouraged to bring a friend.
We will look at why we focus on hope, peace, joy, and love, and will make Advent wreaths, an Advent
calendar/ornament, and angel ornaments to remind us daily of Jesus' anticipated birth.
We hope all families with children will make a special effort to participate in this study.

-3-

The Holiday Hope Fund
The Holiday Hope Fund is the community wide effort to meet the needs of the less fortunate during the
Christmas Season. The money received is used to provide Christmas Food Baskets to the elderly, disabled,
and low income families in our county. The money is also used to purchase toys and Christmas Stockings
for children in low income families. If you would like to make a donation, please make your checks payable
to First Presbyterian Church and mark it “Holiday Hope Fund.”

Giving Tree
The Giving Tree gift tags are hanging on the Giving Tree in the Narthex. They are from the Headstart
program. Take a tag, purchase the gift, and bring it to the church. The gifts are due back to the church by
Wednesday, December 12 so they can be delivered before school is out. Please wrap them or place them in
a large gift bag with the tag attached. Gifts may be left in the church office. Thanks to all who make this a
continued success.

The Joy Gift Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. The Joy Gift Offering will be received
through Christmas Eve. Envelopes are available in the pews.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER/SUPPORT TREE FOR JULIA BALES MCCOY
Julia has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Her mother, Tish, would like to create a Christmas
Prayer/Support Tree for Julia. She would like for everyone to send a positive/funny/thoughtful card to
keep Julia occupied and positive during her most challenging times. She will place the cards on a tree and
give it to Julia for Christmas. This project is a secret - Julia isn’t aware of it. Please bring your cards to the
church office by December 9th or send your cards to Julia McCoy c/o Tish Jones, 425 Lumbardy Drive,
Morristown, TN 37814.
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Advent/Christmas Season at First Presbyterian
Sun, Dec. 2
Mon, Dec 3
Wed, Dec. 5
Thurs, Dec. 6
Thurs, Dec. 6
Sun, Dec. 9
Sun, Dec. 9
Tues, Dec 11
Sun, Dec. 16

8:30/10:30am
Noon
5:30pm
5:30pm
7:00pm
8:30/10:30am
11:30am
7:30pm
10:30am

Advent One - Worship Services
Staff Christmas Lunch
Church-Wide Christmas Dinner, Fellowship Hall
Supper for Christmas Parade Participants
Morristown Christmas Parade
Advent Two - Worship Services
Second Sunday Lunch
WSCC Chorale Concert, Sanctuary
Advent Three - One Worship Service -Sanctuary Choir
presents Tapestry of Light

Sun, Dec. 23
Sun, Dec. 23
Sun, Dec. 24
Dec. 24 & 25
Sun, Dec. 30
Tues, Jan 1
Sun, Jan 6
Sun, Jan 13

10:30am
3pm
5:30pm

Advent Four - One Worship Service
A “Blue Christmas” service with Communion in Chapel
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Church Office & Family Life Center Closed
10:30am
One Worship Service
Church Office & Family Life Center Closed
8:30/10:30am Epiphany Sunday
10:30am
Elder Ordination/Installation

Hidden Treasures Academy Upcoming Events

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 @ 7 PM at Manley Baptist Church
Ken Medema returns to Morristown for another extraordinary Christmas Concert! Ken Medema wowed the
crowd last year by taking simple memories that were shared by audience members of favorite Christmas's past
and composing a song on the spot from the memory that was just shared! Fran Kooles called him "the
greatest showman" and many others asked for a "repeat concert!" Ken will be accompanied by the Handbell
Choir of Hidden Treasures Academy and the Choirs of both First Baptist Church and Manley Baptist Church.
Concert tickets are just $5 each and can be purchased online at: www.htainc.org or at First Presbyterian
Church (Room 116).
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 @ 7 PM at Liberty Church of Cosby
The Handbell Choir of Hidden Treasures Academy will be performing at Liberty Church of Cosby in Cosby,
TN on Tuesday, December 18 at 7 PM. This makes the fourth community performance for Hidden Treasures
Academy in the past two months.
New Employment Opportunities for Hidden Treasures Academy Students
Hidden Treasures Academy has added Redbud Deli, Weigel's and Ingles to our employee partnerships in the
Lakeway Area. These new partnerships have allowed us to secure employment for four more students.
Currently ALL but two students have jobs in the community! Those places of employment include: Carson
Newman University, Team Technologies, Food City, Pizza Plus, Home Depot, Noe's Chapel, Redbud Deli,
Weigel's' and Ingles.
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Frank Little
Sam Cooze
Nellie Foust
Judy Aiken
Teresa Vest
Mildred Jones
Jim White
Susan Sams
Bonnie Deardorff
Terry Brimer
Amy Keesee
Greyson Smith
Lance Graves
Ann Dickerson
Gean Ann Sing
Linda Sedlack
Mira Craine
Jackie Fielder
John Cook
Michael Tharp
Charlie Hurt

1
3
4
5
6
12
14
15
17
17
17
20
22
23
23
24
26
27
28
28
28

Randy Moles
Mabel Smith

29
30

ANNIVERSARIES
Derek Cooze & Kim Keinath
Bob & Ann Tickle

22
30

PW Ongoing Missions

Bags for Daycare: Please
continue to bring your plastic bags to
the office for Fran Kooles to donate
to daycare. They appreciate all the
bags they have received from FPC.
Shower Items Needed:
Donations of soap, shampoo, towels,
wash cloths, feminine products, etc.
are needed to give to people using the
showers at the church. Bring your
donations to the church office.
Soup Labels: A collection
container (a large Campbell’s Soup
can) is located in the old kitchen
(room 201a) for the congregation to
place their soup labels. A list of other
products whose labels can also be
used can be found by the collection
container. ALPS is the recipient of
the labels.

NEED A DAILY DEVOTIONAL?
The Congregational Care
Committee provides
regular and large print copies of The
Upper Room daily devotions. Pick
one up today from the magazine
rack outside the Minister's office.

COMMUNITY CASH
Food City & Ingles
cards are available.
Thank you to all who
continue to support our Mission
efforts. See Janie during the
week to purchase cards. We
make 5% on all the cards we sell
and you get 100% of what you
give us. You can use the cards
for anything sold in the
respective store. It's like a
win-win-win.

