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Where do you Seek Him?
Here I sit in November, on Friday the 13th trying
to write my newsletter devotional article for December. I
must admit it is a bit of stretch to cast myself into the
Christmas spirit. So I plugged my headphones into my
phone and searched for a Christmas CD hoping it would
sort of get me in the mood. Ahh.... Johnny Mathis, now if
that won’t do it nothing will.
But what keeps streaming into my consciousness
are the commercials that talk about how Black Friday is
going to be changed forever because now you can get the
same deals online the night before Thanksgiving. Or the
latest uproar on social media about Starbuck’s red
Christmas cups. It seems ‘the Christians’ are upset that
there is no mention of Christmas or Christ on the cup.
Once again I’m a bit embarrassed that all of us Christians
get credit for what a few stupid Christians do. I don’t
need Merry Christmas on a Starbucks cup to proclaim the
message that I have a Savior who has changed my life. I
think the greatest picture I saw in response to this ‘silly’
debate was of a starving child taking a sip of water out of
the cap of some drinking device and the subtitle reading “What was that you were saying about your Starbucks
cup?”
All of which gets me to wondering---- where will
we be seeking our ‘spirit’ of Christmas this year. Will it
happen when the tree is up, when all the gifts are wrapped,
or when we sing that song in church that stirs your
particular sentimental longings? Will it happen when the
children come home or when they finally depart? Will it
happen when you get that 40 inch tv for $149?
I saw a T-shirt one year that had a picture of the
Wise men on it and the caption read, “Wise Men Still Seek
Him”. In the midst of all the holiday folly and cheer,
....which by the way I love and don’t want to get rid
of.....that message was like a punch in the stomach. Or
maybe I should say a arrow to the heart. It awakened my
consciousness and reminded me that I really want to be
wise about my Christmas experience. I want to seek Jesus
in all that I do and experience. This is my hope and prayer
for you as well. May we seek Jesus as we decorate our
homes and thank him for the gift of sanctuary and family.
May we seek Jesus as we address our Christmas cards and
thank God for our friends and family and ask His blessings
on them during this season and the upcoming year. With
every party that we attend, may we celebrate the gift of
friendship and value the people God has put in our lives.
With every church service we attend, may we ask that
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God’s Holy Spirit breath new spiritual life into us. With
every tasty treat we devour, may we think of the sweet
taste of life everlasting with the one who created us and
sustains us. With every encounter may our spirits be
tempered with patience and offer to strangers the grace
that God has given to us. May the Holy One who has
done so much for us, present opportunities for us to do
for others, beyond the obligatory gifts, maybe in random
acts of kindness.
May this devotion be the spark that ignites your
thinking and kindles the spirit of this season where we seek
Him in all that we do.
God’s peace and Merry Christmas,
Gary

"But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth." These are Jesus' last
recorded words, found in Acts 1:8. As
the early church was just taking shape, like a baby in a
mother's womb, Jesus instructed His followers to share
about all they had seen and learned while with Jesus.
While these words were not spoken directly to us, they
continue to serve as a foundation for people of faith in
Jesus around the world. We are called to be witnesses
for Jesus. Like people called to the witness stand in a
court proceeding, we must speak the Truth, the whole
Truth, and nothing but the Truth…so help us God.
Some people will speak with their tongues,
offering insightful teachings and lessons pointing
hearers to Jesus. I am sure we all know, or have heard a
teacher who seems to just ooze Jesus. Others will offer
witness by the actions of their lives, some choosing not
to speak directly about Jesus, but showing Jesus by how
they act and interact with others. Aren't there people
that you are around that make you think of Jesus when
you are in their company? Some people view mission as
a trip to a far off land, to help and serve people. This is
not wrong, but not quite a completely accurate answer.
In his words, Jesus seemingly is calling us to minister in
His name in our community, in our part of the world,
and around the world.

I believe our church does a great job of
ministering to our community. Through various
organizations and agencies FPC and its members seek
to share the love of God in various ways. We have
some that are passionate about feeding the hungry. We
have some that are passionate about clothing the
naked. We have some that are passionate about
providing shelter for those in need. We have some
concerned about the mentally ill, the physically
challenged, and the people society says are
unimportant. In recent years I believe our youth have
tried their best at serving those just out of our area.
Through efforts in Marion, VA and Charlotte, NC, the
FPC youth have taken and shared the love of Jesus
through building efforts, feeding the hungry, and
positive interaction with all we've encountered. This
past year's trip to Charlotte, NC was called by some of
our youth "the best mission experience of their life."
We will be returning to Charlotte this coming summer.
It is my belief that we are ready to take the next
step. I know, during my 8+ years here at FPC, that
some within our church have participated in the Living
Waters for the World program, providing clean water
to our brothers and sisters in Guatemala. I believe it is
time for our high school youth to take a step as well.
In short, our high school youth, and middle school
students with parent/guardian have been invited to join
me in the Dominican Republic next summer, June
12-18, for a building project with Casas por Cristo
(casasporcristo.org). We will work with other
missionaries from around the US as we build a home
for a needy family. Through efforts like our Youth
Rummage Sale and Community Cash program, the
FPC youth have done some significant fund-raising for
our mission trips. Active students will have $200 and
$1000 contributed to their Charlotte and Dominican
trips respectively. Even with all our efforts
students/families will still be responsible for $65 and
$400 for the respective trips. I share this with you as I
will be encouraging our students to do various fundraising efforts, including letter campaigns to help raise
their remaining funds.
Christ has called us to serve where we are,
down the road, and around the world. I am thankful to
be a leader in a church that makes efforts to live out
this commission. Keep up the God work.
-Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt

Why Do We Celebrate?
Why do we celebrate Christmas?
This is an almost cliché question. But it is a
fair question.
Think about it. Jesus' birth was not
our salvation. "By His stripes (scourging) we
are healed" - Isaiah 53:5. We are saved by
faith in His death and resurrection - not his
birth. As an adult, if Jesus had said no and not
sacrificed himself for us, we'd have no hope of
salvation.
For generations people lived in spiritual
darkness under the weight of sin, and pain and
suffering seemed to rule. "Indeed, there is no one on
earth who is righteous, no one who does what is right
and never sins" - Ecclesiastes 7:20 And simply but truly
stated - sin causes pain and suffering.
But there was a promise of relief coming, of
help, of one who would release us from the bondage
sin which gripped mankind. "The people who walk in
darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark
land, the light will shine on them." Isaiah 9:2 Then,
Jesus came. "The people living in darkness have seen a
great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of
death a light has dawned." Matthew 4:16 When Jesus
willingly went to the cross, we were set free. He didn't
say no. "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1
Corinthians 15:55-57
I think we celebrate the birth because it speaks
to where we are right now. It is the ultimate symbol of
hope in a promise. When Jesus arrived, it wasn't the
end, but it was the beginning of the end, and proved
God is in control and will be faithful. Death and sin
have been defeated, but we are still living in a world full
of sin and pain and suffering. "Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to
sonship, the redemption of our bodies." Romans 8:23
We remember that while the promise is fulfilled and
the victory is ours, the story isn't over. And that's ok.
We may have more hardship as we strive to show the
light when we're surrounded by darkness, but God's
promise has been kept and he will be faithful to us
forever. We celebrate what was, because we know what
will be. "The night is nearly over; the day is almost
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put
on the armor of light." Romans 13:12
Have a wonderful time celebrating God's love
and faithfulness!!
Rick Kopituk

Wednesday Nights in December
Dinner begins at 5:30pm. Discipleship at
6:30. FaithWeavers for our children in their suite.
Backyard Bible Study will resume in January.
Dec. 2 - As we prepare for Christmas, join us
as we continue our four-night series, An
Unexpected Christmas. This video-based series
will be held in the Theater
Dec. 9 - The Church-Wide Christmas Dinner will begin at
5:30pm. There will be great food, music, and laughter.
Dec. 16 - We will conclude An Unexpected Christmas tonight
in the Theater.

CASA is in the House
The Executive Director of CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) will be at FPC for the January 6, 2016
Wednesday night program. Come and hear how CASA
seeks to improve the lives of abused and neglected children .
Nellie Foust has also been invited to share about her CASA
experience. Programming will begin at 6:30m in the Theater.

Christmas Parade Snack Supper
The Evangelism Committee will again be serving a
snack supper to Christmas Parade participants
again this year. Supper will be served in the gym on
Thursday, December 3at 5:30 p.m. We ask that
our congregation support this effort for our
community by providing FINGER FOOD
DESSERTS. Contributions need to arrive at the church by
4p.m. on December 3.

Giving Tree
Christmas is not here yet, but we have
begun our preparations. Our Giving
Tree is up. Please bring your
WRAPPED gifts (placed into one bag)
back to the church by Sunday, Dec.
13th. You may use the tag from the tree
as your name tag on the gifts. They can
be left in the office. Thanks from the Mission Committee!

Walters State Encore Chorale Concert
The WSCC Encore Chorale will present a concert
of Christmas music in our Sanctuary on Tuesday,
December 8 at 7:00pm. Both sacred and secular
selections will be presented including a rousing
English setting of Jingle Bells, a new setting of The
First Noel by Dan Forrest, and the time-honored A Star
Shall Rise Up Out of Jacob by Felix Mendelssohn. The
concert, approximately one hour in length, is free and open
to the public. The ensemble, which holds its weekly
rehearsals at our church, is directed by Ben Stapleton and
accompanied by Deborah Sanders.

Christmas Reflections:
Stories and Songs of the Season
On Sunday, December 13th, the FPC
musical community will share music and
stories about how Christmas has brought
us closer to God and each other. We will
sing "songs of faith that made us strong" and hear stories
that strengthen our faith and the bonds that tie us together.
Please join us and bring friends and loved ones who need to
hear of God and His love for us all.

Getting into Christmas
We would love for you to begin/continue
your Christmas preparations with an
afternoon of fun on December 13th. We
will depart from the church at 12:45pm,
and travel to the Knoxville Nativity
Pageant for a real-life nativity. This event
is for all ages and people. We will take the
church bus and personal vehicles as needed. When we
return to church we will share a (pizza) meal around the
table and reflect upon the nativity and Christmas. Please
contact Kyle for more information or to get on the list. We
hope you are making preparations for the coming Savior.

December Movie Nights
We will show a pair of movies, in the Theater,
this month. On December 14th, at 7:00pm, we
will present Luther, rated PG-13. On December
28th, at 6:00pm, we will present Shaun the Sheep
Movie, rated PG. Please make plans to join us
for a film, popcorn, and fellowship.

Men's Breakfast
A new Men's Breakfast study will begin on
Thursday, December 10. We meet in the
theater at 7am. Join us as we embark on a six
session study by Andy Stanley titled FIVE
THINGS GOD USES TO GROW YOUR
FAITH. Imagine how differently you would
respond to difficulties, temptations, and even good things if
you knew with certainty that God was in all of it and was
planning to leverage it for good.

Session Notes
There will not be a Session meeting in December.
Merry Christmas!
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A big Thank You to all who contributed to our
Operation Christmas Child boxes. Through
the efforts of our church body, we exceeded
our goal and filled 115 boxes. We will let
you know where the boxes travel and hope
you continue to pray that each box recipient
may know that in addition to the toys and goodies in the
boxes, they were packed with love. May God be pleased
with our efforts.

We also
want to thank the many hands who
helped
during our Hanging the Greens
activity.
You have likely heard the saying
that
"Many hands make light work."
This
thought was clearly on display
during this event. We hope that you will come by the
church and see the wonderful decorating work we were able
to complete. May these various visual items draw you into a
worshipful outlook.

ANNIVERSARIES
Derek Cooze & Kim Keinath

22

Bob & Ann Tickle
Tom & Jackie Hale

30
31

Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Thank You

Community Cash Update

The Joe F. Taylor Family wishes to thank
the members of First Presbyterian Church
for your many expressions of concern and
loving care for Joe and our family during
his illness and passing. You have comforted us and warmed
our hearts in so many ways. Thank you for blessing us with
your faith, prayers, friendship and love.
-Anne Taylor

Graceful Gatherings
Do you like to have dinner? Do you like to
visit with people? Would you like to get to
know some of your FPC family better? If you
answered "Yes" to all of these questions than
we have an event just for you. "Graceful
Gatherings" is a rotating supper/dinner club that FPC will
be re-launching in the near future. If you would like to
make a reservation for more information, please contact
Kyle at fpcunderground@me.com. The Atkins, Vest,
Holtkamp and Schmidt families participated the first go
around. Ask them about their experience.

Let’s get Moving!
The Presbyterian Women’s Stability Ball
Exercise Class is still meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10:00 upstairs in the children’s
area. All you need is an exercise ball (there are
2 available in the workout room) and a beach
towel or yoga mat. It also helps if you like to laugh a lot.
We would like to invite any women who have not been
coming to try us out. We hope to see you there!

Presbyterian Women's Cookbook
The Presbyterian Women's cookbook,
Traditional Treasures: Tried and True from Me to
You, may be purchased in the church office.
Proceeds from the $10 purchase will benefit
Christmas shoe boxes. These cookbooks make
great gifts for birthdays, Christmas, weddings,
or other special occasions. We have sold over
230 books to date.

We need a bit of a jumpstart! Our
Community Cash program has stalled a bit. I
know you are still buying groceries, getting
gas, and possibly filling prescriptions in the
respective pharmacy. Why not use one of
our convenient cash cards and help the youth make 5% to
use for our mission efforts? We have both Food City and
Ingles cards available. These also make great stocking
stuffers or presents under the tree. As you prepare to shop
for food, get gas for your errands, or anything else at
Ingles/Food City, please remember us. We are going to
set-up a table in the Narthex on Sundays for convenience,
or you can get cards from Kyle during the week. May God's
blessing be upon us all.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Christmas began in the heart of God.
It is complete only when it
reaches the heart of man.
Spread God’s Christmas.
(The Evangelism Committee)

Dates for Your Calendar
Presbytery Meeting at Piney Flats - December 1
Christmas Parade - December 3
Christmas Dinner - December 9
The Knoxville Nativity Pageant - December 13
Passion College Conference - January 2-4
MLK Breakfast - January 18
Theologian in Residence - Tuesdays in February
Mo'town Madness (Youth) - March 4-5
Presbytery Meeting at Covenant - Mach. 5
Hamblen Co. Spring Break - March 21-25
High School Presbytery Retreat - April 8-10
All-Church Retreat 2016 - April 29-May 1
Youth CROSS Mission Trip - May 29-June 3
Vacation Bible School - June 6-10 (tentative dates)
Youth Dominican Republic Trip - June 12-18
Presbytery Meeting at King University - June 4
Presbytery Meeting at Holston Camp - September 6
Presbytery Meeting at Jonesborough - December 6

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Regular Thursday Schedule
7am Men’s Breakfast, Theater
Noon Al-Anon, 201c
4:30pm Girl Scouts, 301
6pm Cub Scouts, 301
7pm Boy Scouts, 301
7pm N.A., 201b

1

2
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

3
Regular Schedule (See Above)

8
8:30am HTA
7pm Scouts’ District Meeting, 301
7pm WSCC Encore
Concert, Sanctuary
7pm N.A., 201b

9
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Church-Wide

10
Regular Schedule (See Above)

14
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
Noon Newsletter Deadline
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm Movie Night, Theater
7pm N.A., 201b

15

16
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
2pm Staff Meeting, Choir Suite
5:30pm Supper
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm Discipleship, Various
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

17

18

Regular Schedule (See Above)
8:30am HTA

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

21

22

23

24

25

8:30am HTA
9am Presbytery at Piney Flats
6pm Buildings & Grounds, 201c
6pm Evangelism, 205
6pm Scouts’ Round Table, FH
7pm N.A., 201b

6

nd

2 Sunday of Advent

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
2:30pm Progressive Dinner

rd

13
3 Sunday of Advent
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
12:45pm Depart for Knoxville Nativity
Pageant
Giv in g Tre e Gifts Du e

20

th

4 Sunday of Advent

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
1:30pm Hungry Christmas Meal, FH

27

Five Cents-A-Meal Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

7
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

7pm N.A., 201b

28
8:30am HTA
10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
6pm Westminster Handbells
6pm Movie Night, Theater
7-8 pm Yoga, 119-20
7pm N.A., 201b

Christmas Dinner
6pm Worship Ensemble
6:30pm AA, Room 201B
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing

8:30am HTA
10:30am PW Study & Lunch
5:30pm Parade Snack Supper
7pm Morristown Christmas Parade

8:30am HTA
9-11:30am PW Mission Workshop,
Children’s Wing
5:30pm Worship, Choir Suite
6:30pm Stephen Ministry, 205

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

No Supper or Activities

5:30pm
Christmas
Eve Service

29

30

31

7pm N.A., 201b

10am Stability Ball Exercise, Children’s Wing
No Supper or Activities

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

4

5

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

11

12

8:30am HTA
7pm N.A., 201b

19

Ch u rc h O ffic e Clo s e d

26

NoSession

Meeting
in December

