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A PASTORAL LETTER

TO THE CONGREGATION OF

FPC MORRISTOWN,  TN

CONCERNING THE SUPREME COURT

DECISION ON SAME SEX MARRIAGE

On June 26, 2015 the Supreme Court of
the United States (SCOUS) made a historic
ruling that same-sex couples have the right to
marry in the United States. Shortly after that I

left for my daughter’s wedding and vacation. During that
time I read posts on Facebook from my friends and
colleagues, some were elated others were angry.  I received a
call from one of my former members of a church I served in
Middle TN who shared with me how the debate in their
church was tearing them apart.  My heart ached and my gut
wrenched as I tried to process my own thoughts about the
situation and how I might respond to my beloved
congregation. I read a message by Rev. Jeremy Troxler, who
is the pastor of Spruce Pine United Methodist Church in NC. 
He offered it to his congregation on the Sunday after the
decision. While searching for my own words to express what
I was thinking and feeling his words seemed to articulate my
sentiments, so my response is heavily attributed to him.

“Some of you celebrated with elation and even wept with joy,
because to you the SCOUS decision felt like a kind of divine
miracle, because you believe the ruling was a victory for civil
rights and for equality among God’s children, because now
either you, or your children, or your family members, or your
friends who are gay or lesbian can have the opportunity to
have their love for their partner formally recognized, because
you feel grateful that all people can now share in the
affirmation of dignity and the blessing of committed
companionship that the status of legal marriage brings,
because perhaps you feel that gay and lesbian human beings
are finally accepted as full and equal citizens of our country.

Others of you viewed the SCOUS decision with great
sadness or even anger, not because of any hatred in your
heart, but because you believe the ruling to be a misguided
over-reach of the courts, because you believe it to represent
an example of how society is either ignoring or badly
interpreting or even defying what you hold to be God’s clear
commands in Scripture, because you believe that a sacred
institution has been redefined in a way contrary to God’s will,
because you believe the practice of homosexuality to be a sin
incompatible with Christian teaching, and because you are
concerned over whether now you can practice freedom of
conscience in this regard.

Some of you feel anger rising within you that I have even
mentioned the other side’s point of view, because it is
obvious to you that you are on the right side and they aren’t,
so why even talk about it?  Others feel caught in the middle
between people who feel so strongly: you think it’s
complicated and you don’t know exactly what to think, but it
breaks your heart to see people in such conflict, and you just
wish people could get along better.

The Bible says that the church is like a family, where we are
brothers and sisters with each other.  If your family is like
mine, then there are a lot of important things that we
disagree about or even fight about. But at the end of the day
you are still a family; you are still held together by something
deeper than whether or not you agree.  You are held together
by the fact that you have been made part of one another, and
you are held together by stubborn, durable, steady love.

The church family is like that.  We are a family that can
disagree about important things, but at the end of the day we
are held together by something deeper than the fact we agree
about everything , or even about every important thing: we
are held together by the fact that God’s grace has rescued us
and is remaking us and has made us a part of one another.

We are held together by the love of Christ.

That love does not banish disagreement, but it does join us
in a oneness deeper than all difference, a fidelity more
enduring than our fights, a reconciliation that outlasts our
wrongs.

Perhaps we even need some level of disagreement for this
love to grow among us.

In his 2nd Inaugural Address, in the midst of the Civil War,
Abraham Lincoln meditated on the fact that both the North
and the South prayed to the same God, and believed the
same God was on their side, and trusted that the same God
would grant their side victory, and yet the war just kept going
on .  Lincoln said that the prayers of both could not be
answered, and the prayers of neither were answered fully. 
Clearly neither side could be wholly in the right, or God
would have ended the bloodshed.  Lincoln speculated that
perhaps in allowing the struggle to continue, God was
accomplishing a larger purpose that neither side had taken
into account.

Perhaps God has God’s own purposes in putting us very
different people, with our dueling Facebook posts and our
rival news sources, all together next to each other in the pew. 



Perhaps one of those purposes is to learn the meaning of
love.  Perhaps it is only by learning to love people we
disagree with, only by learning to love people who we know
are wrong, only by learning to love sinners that we learn what
love, Christ-like love, even, yes, married love, really is.”
(You can read Rev. Troxler’s full article at
viamediamethodist.wordpress.com “Till Death Us Do Part”: A Call
to Unity Offered the Sunday after SCOTUS decision)

It is my hope and prayer that we might continue to have
some holy dialogue about this subject.  That we would
refrain from forcing our opinion on others or demanding
that some policy be put in place to secure what we think is
the proper outcome.  I would remind our congregation that
it has always been and continues to be the decision of the
session to grant permission for weddings.  I would hope and
pray that when and if the time comes for us to make such a
decision that the ruling elders will prayerfully make that
decision based on the individual circumstances presented to
them and God’s holy guidance.

As I spoke with my former member I reminded her that
John 10:10 says, “Satan comes to kill, steal and destroy.”  I think
we should be mindful of the larger issue here and that is
Satan’s desire to divide the church and destroy the family of
God. What better way to do that than to get the children of
God arguing about an issue they can’t agree on?  Perhaps our
focus should shift to the unity of the body of Christ and how
we can remain, steadfast in the midst of controversy.  Our
enemy is not one another, or those who don’t agree with us,
our enemy is the one who would seek to kill, steal and
destroy us. Later in that same passage, Jesus says, “I came that
you might have life, and have it abundantly.”  May Christ’s love
reign!

Because of Him,
Gary Kelly

Changing the world, one person at
a time.  Some of our FPC youth, Polly
Kopituk, and I just returned back from
a week of mission work/exposure in
Charlotte, NC.  We partnered with
CROSS Ministries at Myers Park
Presbyterian Church.  Eyes were

opened, hearts were broken, lives were impacted as we saw
first-hand the hungry, homeless, and more of Charlotte. 
This article will serve as a brief survey of our trip, but I
encourage you to talk with one of the students to get their
first-person account.  Words, whether written or spoken,
never quite capture the full extent of the experience, but they
can give glimpses into the hearts and emotions we shared.  

As mentioned above, we stayed at Myers Park
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC.  The church has
about 4,000 members and they informed us that Sundays
average about 1,200 attendees to their four services.  Most of
our on-site time was spent in their version of a Family-Life

Center.  About five years old, the center included a basketball
gym, workout facility, lounge areas, game tables, classrooms,
and more.  In two of the larger classrooms of the second
floor the students and leaders slept on thin portable
mattresses during our stay.  Each day would consist of on-
site breakfast followed by a morning worship session with an
energizer to get us moving, some music to sing praises to
God, and a heart-felt message to inspire us for the day.  We
would then load the bus and head to a ministry site.  At the
conclusion of our daily mission experience we would return
to the center for a time of debrief, cleaning up, and then
dinner.  Evenings included family/church discussions and
some time for recreation.  

Throughout the week we visited the following ministry
and experiential sites: 
+ Freedom Park, including an area built by the Carolina
Panthers to promote exercise
+ An outdoor prayer labyrinth that allowed us to focus our
attention on God
+ Men’s Shelter of Charlotte: helping homeless men
+ Boys & Girls Club: Were we shared the love of God with
day-campers
+ Charlotte Rescue Mission: changing lives by God’s Grace
+ An Urban walk to experience homelessness and see the
dividing lines
+ Crisis Assistance Ministry: Where we hung clothes for the
free store
+ Artworks: Where the homeless can express themselves
through art
+ Moore Place: Where homelessness is stopped by giving
people housing
+ 24-7: The Prayer room where one could read, study,
worship, journal, draw, intercede, paint, reflect, and refuel.
+ Budget Challenge: Where students were given a real-life
scenario of the financial constraints families face…and then
we delivered the purchased food.

 Thursday evening we participated in a foot-washing
service, some highly emotional sharing of how this week
impacted us and how we could carry these thoughts and
actions forward in life.  I encourage you to speak with one of
the following people as they would be grateful to share about
this life-changing experience: Anna Kopituk, Melinda Cody,
RJ Kopituk, Wesley Kopituk, Noah Morrison, Jack Goan,
and Polly Kopituk.  We know that we are truly blessed by
God and hope to share our blessings with others daily. 
Mission doesn’t have to be something that we go and do, but
something that we live and breathe everyday.

—Your Brother in Christ
Rev. Kyle Schmidt



A Few Words About Worship

Quite a while back I wrote several
articles about worship. Over the past few
months, I’ve gotten a little distracted from
that because of all of the many incredible
things that are happening here.  Each month
I’ve been more and more excited by all that
we at FPC are doing. It’s a LONG list!!  A

part of the reason behind those articles for this newsletter
is that I know for a fact that most people here serve quietly
and humbly and don’t “brag” about what they’ve done.
You - the members of FPC - aren’t looking for praise.
You’re happy to just serve. And I totally appreciate that.

Now, I’m here at church a lot. And I see and hear
about all the serving going on. But I also hear sometimes
the frustration that “more people aren’t involved”, because
very few are here “right now” working on this one
particular project. But throughout the weeks and months,
many many people are serving. They just don’t brag about
it, so nobody knows. And I’ve tried to bring that out to the
congregation, in part because what we’re doing is really
awesome, but also to try to encourage and uplift all of the
many people who really are serving in so many
unproclaimed ways.

In the past couple of months, I’ve been asked several
times to write more about worship. It’s a huge subject that
many over several thousand years have devoted their lives
to studying, and many many more have devoted their lives
to leading.  There are literally thousands of books that have
been written about worship. And it’s a “moving target”. Just
when you think you’re getting it figured out - something new
comes on the scene. In fact, often times you think you’ve got
the past figured out and some new documents surface that
change everything.

So, while there’s no way I can adequately explain and
define all aspects of worship and clear up any and all
questions about everything dealing with worship, I can shed
some light on what we’re doing and why. That was actually
my original intent. So I’m going to start up that series again.
And I’ll keep it going until FPC does even more incredible
stuff that I just have to proclaim!(which is likely!!)

So, for this month, I’m going to just bring out a few of
the many Bible verses on worship. There are many, and we’ll
look at more, but this is a start.

Ro m an s  12:1
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is
your true and proper worship.

1 Ch ro n ic le s  16:23
Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all
peoples. For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be
feared above all gods.

Jo h n  4:23
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of
worshipers the Father seeks. 

Ps alm  29:1-2
Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory
and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the
Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

He b re w s  12:28
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let
us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.

2 Kin g s  17:39
Rather, worship the Lord your God; it is he who will deliver you from
the hand of all your enemies.

Re v e latio n  14:7
He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the
earth, the sea and the springs of water.

Rick Kopituk

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
I’ve spoken in the past about “Holy boasting” - telling

people about what the Lord is doing in the world, often
through FPC and it’s members. This doesn’t stop at our
walls though.  We have a great deal going on and I think the
people of Hamblen County would love to know about it, and
might even want to come in and see what we are actually all
about.

We have a great town newspaper. I have heard some
bemoan the fact that it’s not the New York Times as far as
hard-hitting and far-reaching journalism, but the Citizen
Tribune is not supposed to be that.  It’s about who we are as
a community in east Tennessee. And FPC is a big part of that
— an extremely quiet part of that, but a big part nonetheless.

As you take part in events here at FPC, let your
neighbors know what God’s up to. Write a short article, snap
a picture and send it in. It’s really easy, doesn’t take much
time, and is a great way to tell our town about ways that God
is moving. Just e-mail it all to ctmaned@lcs.net

Also, our website is often our first point of contact with
new people in town. Posting a few pictures, or much better
yet a video, of some of what we’re about is an awesome way
to share the ways God is living in us.  “Tell all the world”
includes our local community. Who’s going to tell them if
you don’t?

Rick Kopituk



Session Highlights
The session met Sunday, July 26 for it's
monthly meeting. Here are some highlights
from that meeting. 

PROPERTY 
A motion was brought from the Building & Grounds
committee asking if there was openness among the elders to
selling the property adjacent to the manse? This is the
property where the Gathering Place used to be. Farm Bureau
razed the house and paved the lot for parking. FPC owns the
lot and has an agreement to share parking with Farm Bureau.
After much discussion the session expressed that they were
open to a conversation about the sale of this lot. Our Book
of Order requires congregational and Presbytery approval for
the purchase or sale of property. The congregation will be
kept informed on the details as they unfold and if some
agreement is negotiated the congregation will be called upon
to approve or disapprove the sale. 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
An informal panel discussion about the impact of addiction
on infants and young children will be held on Tuesday, 
September 15th from 5:30-7:30pm in the Family Life Center
Gym. 

STEWARDSHIP SEASON . . . will begin on August 30. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE . . . is asking for more ushers.
Contact Bill Hale or Mickey Barbely 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Programs are scheduled for Friday evening, October 16th
and Saturday, October 17th. 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Rev. Kelly will be the guest speaker at FPC Pulaski, TN on
October 11 for the kick off of their Spiritual Emphasis Days.

Community Cash Update
Free money…free money…do I have your
attention yet?  Using a cash card from our youth
when you shop at Food City or Ingles gives our
FPC youth free money.  You have purchased
over $58,300 in cash cards equaling over $2,915 in free
money for our youth to use in our mission efforts.  For those
who may still be out of the loop, here is how the program
works: The Youth are able to buy the cards at a 5% discount
and then sell them to you at face value, which makes 5% for
our various Youth Mission efforts, like mission trips,
donations to help organizations, and more.  Cards are
available in $25, $50, & $100 denominations.  Cards can be
used at the Food City/Ingles front checkout, bakery/deli,
pharmacy, or Gas ‘N Go attendant window.  We thank you
for your unending support.

August Movie Nights

Our movie schedule for August will
include a pair of movies.  On August 24th
we are going to repeat a movie that comes
highly recommended.  Disney’s McFarland,
rated PG, is based on a true story about a

cross country team in an impoverished town in
California.  Those that attended this film in June wished
more of their church family could have been present. 
Now is your chance.

On August 31st, we will share Do You Believe?, rated PG-
13.  I saw this film in the theater and believe it gives some
great points to consider in our claims of believing in Jesus. 
Both films will start at 6:00pm in the Theater.  Please join us
for the respective film, some popcorn, and fellowship.

RightNowMedia
The FPC youth are excited to offer our church
access to a new ministry tool.  We live in a
media-based society and hope you will find this
new media tool a blessing.  If you are on our
eNews distribution list you should have
received an invitation to join RightNow Media (RNM). 
RNM is like a Netflix of christian videos, movies,
conferences, etc.  There is no cost to you as the youth
mission funds are picking up the fee.  RNM includes Bible
Studies, Kids Shows, Real Life Stories, Conferences, Studies
for Parents, Studies for Teenagers, Studies on Marriage,
Studies for Men, Studies for Women, Studies on Leadership,
Christian Living Bible Studies, Studies about Work, Studies
on Biblical Finance, Studies on Mission & Outreach, Studies
on Evangelism, Studies about Recovery, Studies for College
& Singles, and lots more.  We truly believe there is something
for everyone as we seek to strengthen our bond with Jesus. 
RNM is also being used as an evangelistic tool.  With the
youth picking up the fee, we are able to offer this ministry
tool to any of our friends, family, co-workers, etc. that
we/you desire.  I know that with any new technology there
are growing pains, adjustments that cause frustration, and a
wonder how this will benefit me.  We ask you to give RNM a
try, poke around, and let us know what you think.  We are
committed to RNM for a year and will then reevaluate.  If
you would like to get someone added to the “Invite” list,
please email their contact info (Name and email address) to
fpcunderground@me.com and I will get them added.  If you
have any questions, please let me know.  I will likely have
some simple introductions to this ministry tool this summer
as we hope to get folks up and using it.  Please let me know
of any questions or problems you  encounter.  May God be
with us in all we do.  

mailto:fpcunderground@me.com


Wednesday Nights
 As the summer draws to a close and we try
and get back to our routines, I want to make
you aware of our Wednesday Night schedule.  

+ August 5th will be our final
Wednesday Night Lite of the summer

+ August 12th will be our Fall Kick-off
with food, fellowship, and fun.

+ August 19th will officially begin our fall course(s)
For those who have been out of the loop or need a refresher,
this is a quick overview of Wednesday Nights…

5:30pm Dinner Service begins in the Fellowship Hall
(concludes about 6:20)

6pm Worship Ensemble in the Sanctuary
6:30pm Programming for Children, Youth, and Adults

(concludes at 7:30) 
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir in the Choir Suite

Adult Option(s)
Covenant with Rev. Dr. Gary Kelly

Do you want to really get into the Bible and talk about it
with other people who love the Lord?  Then join us for an
Eight week Study starting August 19, 2015.  Covenant is an
in-depth group Bible study in which participants read and
discuss the Bible together, learning how to love God—and
each other—better.  There are three 8-episode segments,
each explore a different aspect of Covenant life.  Each will
examine what Covenant means, and the progression of a
Covenant relationship with God.

• Creating — Examines how the Covenant community is
created and established.

• Living — Focuses on how the community lives out
their Covenant in faithful love—how it’s applied to actual
relationships in everyday life.

• Trusting — Looks at the crises that sometimes call
Covenant life into question, and how we are restored to trust
in God when troubling things happen.
 

We will be studying the final 8 week segment, Trusting.  
Don’t worry if you didn’t participate in the first two, you can
jump right in.  For those who have done the other two
segments this segment will complete your overall view of the
Bible.

Sign-ups are necessary so we can get you the materials
you need ahead of time.   You can sign-up by contacting the
church office or on a preceding Wednesday night to August
19th.  Covenant represents a relationship — a living,
breathing conversation . . . and we invite you to join in it.

BackYard Bible Study
Bob Schefter guides adults through a book of the Bible in
this in-depth study.  

Youth
Our youth will be watching and discussing Life on Mission:
Joining the Everyday Mission of God.  Followers of Jesus are
called to be a sent people, joining God in His mission to take
the light of the gospel to the darkness of the world.  In these
four inspiring sessions, students share real-life stories about
their own struggles with letting the gospel transform their
lives and the impact surrendering to Christ has had on those
around them.  David Platt and D.A. Horton provide
powerful teaching from Scripture that helps teens see how
they can intentionally live on mission and fulfill God's
ultimate purpose for their lives.

Children
Sue Atkins and friends will utilize the FaithWeaver Now
curriculum as we desire to weave faith into today’s families. 
Crafts, games, Bible teaching and more will allow our young
people to experience the Bible in fun and creative ways.  

Presbyterian Women Present
A Celebration Dinner

with Special Speaker - noted author Dr. Lin Stepp

Trav e lin g  Do w n  th e  Write r's  Ro ad :
Sto rie s  Alo n g  th e  Way

Sunday, September 13, 2015 at 5pm in the Fellowship Hall
Dinner will be catered and a $7 contribution will be collected.

All the women of the church are invited to join us for an
evening of dinner, music, prayer, bible study introduction

and an informative talk by native Tennessean Dr. Lin Stepp.

TRAVELING DOWN THE WRITER’S ROAD: 
STORIES ALONG THE WAY

An entertaining and humorous account of happenings and
events in the author’s life since the publication of multiple
fiction novels set in the Smoky Mountains and one non-
fiction hiking guidebook.  She will share interesting stories
and misconceptions about authors, publishers, and the
writing process, sprinkled with unique personal
remembrances.  A frequently requested talk by book groups,
literary groups and festivals, writers groups, and both small
and large civic groups and organizations.



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“Walk slow, It may be you who leads the way
Walk slow, Don’t let others go astray
Be confident upon the path you chose
So that others may keep up, walk slow”

T.T. Hall

(The Evangelism Committee)

You are Invited
The Congregational Care Committee
invites you to Celebrate the Marriage of
Matt and Mary Katherine Kelly Price on
Sunday, August 2 after the worship service.

There will be a basket for cards if you would like to bring
one.

Trouble with Your Key Card?
We have recently had to update our key card
system for the new doors by the Fellowship Hall.
We have attempted to reenter all the card numbers.
If your card does not work, please let Kyle know
and he will remedy the situation.

Usher Volunteers Needed 
The church needs to increase the pool of
those who are willing to volunteer from
time to time as ushers on Sunday
mornings. The Worship Committee is
looking for those who enjoy greeting

people and who are willing to serve. As an usher volunteer,
you do not have to serve every Sunday, however, we would
like to know who is willing to help when able. We will try to
maintain a schedule, but if needed, may ask you when you
arrive at church that morning. Should you prefer not to serve
that day, you, of course, could opt out. The job consists of
arriving at the narthex at 9:10 A.M., standing at each entrance
of the Sanctuary, greeting and handing out bulletins and later
in the service to pass the collection plates. Each Sunday we
need four ushers. Mickey Barbely is the head usher and
coordinates this process. Please contact her by email -
mickeybarb@charter.net or phone - 423231-6096, if you are
willing to help.

Realm Invitation 

Those members with an e-mail address and
home telephone number on file in the church
office are being invited by email to access
their giving record through the Realm
Membership software in use at First Presbyterian Church. 
You will be able to look at y o u r an d  o n ly  y o u r in fo rm atio n
AT ANY TIME.  Yo u  an d  o n ly  y o u  c an  lo o k at y o u r
re c o rd  an d  y o u  c an  n o t lo o k at an y o n e  e ls e ’s  re c o rd .

Dates for your calendar
Rummage Sale - July 31 & August 1st
Stephen Ministry Retreat August 8th
Middle School Retreat - Nov 13-15
All Church Retreat 2016 - Apr 29-May 1

Holy Land Trip 
Interest is growing for the our trip to the Holy
Land. It looks like more folks are able to go in
the summer, so I’m moving the trip to summer
of 2016. If that time would work better for you,
let me know. I’ll be putting together an
information session soon for interested ‘Pilgrims’. WHEN?
JUNE 7, 2016 WHERE? THE HOLY LAND HOW
MUCH? $3198 (includes airfare, lodging and two meals a
day).

Let’s get Moving!
The Presbyterian Women’s exercise
group is still meeting every Monday &
Wednesday at 10:00 upstairs in the
children’s area.  All you need is an

exercise ball (there are 2 available in the workout room) and a
beach towel or yoga mat.  It also helps if you like to laugh a
lot.  We would like to invite any women who have not been
coming to try us out, and this would be a good opportunity
for teachers during the summer.  We hope to see you there!

Men’s Breakfast 
Come and join us for some fellowship and
devotion.  We are  viewing Jesus is… by Judah
Smith. We gather in the FPC Theater at 7am
on Thursday mornings.  May God use this time
to bring transformation in all of us. We are

resuming August 6.



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Connor Clarke 2
Ron Smith 3
Monty Sams 3
Thomas Traywick 4
Laura Wadlington 5
J. B. Sams 12
Judy Bennett 12
Killian Schoenhoff 12
Carl Storms 14
Billie McElroy 15
Cindy Kington 15
Robin Hurt 16
Russell Foust 17
Nancy O’Dell 19
Philip Breeding 20

Owen Colvin 20
Jim Harrison 22
John Holmes 24
Sutton Smith 24
Ashley Moore 25
Jackie Fisher 26
Greg Eichelman 26
Charlie Cleary 26
Mark Reynolds 28
Ray Bible 28

ANNIVERSARIES
Brian & Leslie Pratt 1
Deborah & Bill Sanders 7
Jack & Patsy Cartwright 10

Mission Committee's Human Trafficking Conference



Mission Statement: “To develop a loving relationship with God and others, grow spiritually through God’s Word, and care for all through
our actions and works in order to expand God’s Kingdom.”
Vision Statement: “Through God’s love, FPC will be a welcoming and growing community of Christians who seek to glorify God.”

Jeremy Camp
live in concert

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

MODERN DAY PSALMS

AUGUST 15, 2015
MANLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM  i CONCERT BEGINS AT 6:45PM

Brought to you by

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT

EVENTBRITE.COM
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CALL 423-587-9215
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