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PART I

1562-1887



 
   The first Presbyterians in America came from France and landed on the shores of the 

Southern colonies in 1562 (455 years ago).  
  Presbyterianism  as an established religion in the south began in 1687 (330 years ago).



 
The Great Awakenings
The Great Awakening was a period of religious awakening and reform. It 
was a series of religious revivals that swept over the American colonies that 
were led by evangelical Protestant ministers. It was sparked by the tour of 
English evangelical minister, George Whitefield. 

The First Great Awakening was between 1725 and 1750. The second Great 
Awakening began during the early 1800’s. The third and fourth revivals 
inspired by the Great Awakening occurred between 1880-1910 and in the late 
1960’s and early 1970’s.

The Second Great Awakening enrolled millions of new members focusing on 
the belief that every person could be saved through revivals. The effects of 
the Second Awakening  led to an increase in Presbyterians, Baptist, and 
Methodist.



• From the Great Awakening 
onward, evangelical Christians 
have founded colleges to train a 
ministry to deliver their message

• The college of New Jersey 
(Princeton)was founded in 1746 
by New Side Presbyterians 
sympathizers. 

• Samuel Davis ( 1723-1761) was 
the spearhead of the efforts of 
New Side Presbyterians to 
evangelize Virginia and the 
South. He establishing himself 
in Hanover County VA. in 1740. 



       Middle Tennessee Presbyterians were very active in 
the revival movement and tripled its membership in one 
year.  There were not enough men with the required 
education to meet the sudden demand for preachers. In 
1802 the Cumberland Presbytery began licensing as 
pastors men of little or no education. This practice was 
severely criticized by Presbyterians in the East. 
        They also had a close association with the Methodist 
revivalists and a Wesleyan flavor had crept into their 
doctrine. As a result of this the Cumberland Presbytery 
was voted out of the main body in 1809. By 1850 there 
were more Cumberland Presbyterians in the state than 
members of the parent church.



1785- The Presbytery of Hanover covered the settled parts of  TN & KY 

1786-The Presbytery of Abingdon covered both sides of the App. Mt.   

1787-Abingdon Presbytery divided West Union  and East Abingdon

1800-1804 -Presbytery of Greeneville formed  

1825- Presbytery of the French Broad (Abingdon to Claiborne, Grainger, 
Jefferson, & Cocke Co. lines.)

1826- Presbytery of Holston formed 

                                  



                                 1827    1829   1831    1833     1834   1834    1837     1857    
1858
Holston Churches   14          14      14       14       14        15         15         18        
13    

Membership           1833    2121    2406   2693  3059    2374   2469   



The early Tennessee settlers  
were chiefly of Scott-Irish descent  

and Presbyterian 



First Presbyterian ministers  
to  

East Tennessee



Settled in Sullivan Co. and ordained in 1778. 

Preached at Big Spring in Greeneville  

Moved to Washington Co.  in 1780 and built  Salem Church  

Prayed over the Over Mountain Men gathered  

at Sycamore Shoals before the Battle of Kings Mountain. 

Founded St. Martins Academy in 1783 ( Washington Acad.) 

Established Tusculum Academy in 1818

Samuel Doak   The Presbyterian Bishop 

Graduated from what  became Princeton in 
1775 



Second Presbyterian Minister to settle in region
Helped build Church at Big  Springs 
Established Greeneville College in 1794 

After the Civil War Greeneville College and 
Tusculum  Academy joined to become Tusculum 
College

Hezekiah Balch 
Also a graduate of Princeton



•Other early Presbyterian 
Schools include:
• Maryville College, 
•Blount College ( U. T.) 
• Davidson Academy ( George 
Peabody College)



Other early Presbyterian Ministers 
include: 
Samuel Carrick       Thomas B. Craighead           
Isaac Anderson      Robert Henderson    
William Hume      
Gideon Blackburn (a student of 
Tusculum)



Holston Presbytery  
Established 1827



➢The Holston Presbytery was established in 1827. 

➢Presbyterians were already divided into Old School and New School 
camps. 

➢In 1837  the factions formally split into 2 General Assemblies

➢The South went Old School
➢Most of East Tennessee went with the New School

➢Prior to the Civil War there were 2 Holston Presbyteries equal in size

➢In 1861 Southern Presbyterians of the Old School withdrew from the 
General Assembly  and formed the Presbyterian Church in the 
Confederate States.

➢Most of East Tennessee remained loyal to the Northern branch



➢ After the Civil War the 2 Holston presbyteries split into four 
groups 

❖Old Schoolers loyal to the National General Assembly

❖Old Schoolers wanting a separate Southern Church

❖New Schoolers loyal to the National General Assembly

❖New Schoolers wanting a separate Southern Church

❑ The Southern Faction became PCUS
❑ The Northern Faction became PCUSA



Holston 
Presbytery

New School

New School South

New School North

Old School

Old School 
North

Old School 
South



•There continued to be 2 
Holston Presbyteries  until 1984
•East Tennessee was one of the 
last areas to reunite.



Northern 
Church 
PCUSA

Southern  
Church 
PCUS

New School 
South

New School 
North

Old School 
North

Old School 
South







Hopewell Presbyterian Church  

Bethesda Presbyterian Church  

First Presbyterian Church  



Hopewell Presbyterian Church 
began as a mission church in 

Dandridge in the 1820's and was 
organized on

 May 23, 1831 with 43 members.  At 
one time it included the Hopewell 

Academy which fostered 
scholarships for area students.  

Hopewell Church is a registered 
historical landmark.  



In 1804  the first settlers came to the Bend of Chucky.
      Westminster & St. Paul Church was formed. 
                        (one Church with two locations) 
             Westminster was in Leadvale 
              St. Paul in Lowland

In 1832 Bethesda was organized





Building of Bethesda Church



• Bethesda Church, a quaint old building with high-backed pews and an 
enclosed pulpit, was organized in 1832 by Dr. John McCampbell and 
members of Hopewell Presbyterian Church near Dandridge. Bethesda 
is one of the oldest churches in this section of the state.  
 
The church was built in 1835 on land donated by Joseph Shannon. 
Located on what is now Highway 11-E, three miles east of the 
Morristown city limits, the three and three-fourths acres of land for 
church and cemetery was deeded by Shannon on August 23, 1834, and 
recorded in the spring of 1835. The church building stands in the 
northwest corner of the cemetery.  
 
The church records do not show that services were held regularly until 
1842. Among those serving the church in a ministerial capacity during 
this period were:



 the Rev. William Minnis, pastor of St. Paul Presbyterian Church, 
the Rev. Nathaniel Hood, thought to have been assistant to Rev. Minnis
 the Rev. Isaac Anderson of Maryville College.  
 
The report of the church clerk gives the names of only four pastors 
from 1842 to 1863:
 the Rev. Nathaniel Hood,
 the Rev. Eli N. Sautelle, 
the Rev. C. C. Newman 
the Rev. George Ealgeton.    
the Rev. Harvey Smith
                                
    There is a lapse of 12 years when no pastor is named.



During a battle known as 
“Gillem’s Stampede,” a 
cannonball entered the eastern 
wall of the church near the 
ceiling, passing through the 
entire building. The building was 
so weakened by the impact it 
became necessary to brace the 
sidewalls by a large iron rod 
passing from north to south at 
each entrance to the church.



Bethesda was one of a group of Presbyterian churches, which 
had as pastor Rev. Griffith from 1867 to 1869. Following his 
pastorate and the war, the healing process was too difficult 
for the congregation, and Bethesda ceased to function as a 
church. Confederate sympathizers moved to Morristown, and 
organized the First Presbyterian Church of Morristown in 
1871. Union supporters formed the Russellville Presbyterian 
Church in 1875. The windows were shuttered and the doors 
of the Bethesda were locked. The Church is a step back into 
time, and remains today as it did in 1869. 



 
Russellville Presbyterian 

Church

1870-192?
Located on Depot St.

 
By the  1920’s most 

members had moved 
or died out.



One relic from the 
Bethesda’s past is 
the Bible donated by 
Mrs. Eliza P. Boaz. 
The Bible is now in 
the General 
Longstreet 
Headquarters 
Museum. This Bible 
was in the church 
and remained there 
during the Civil 
War.”  



The Civil War in Hamblen County



 
Longstreet abandoned the Siege of Knoxville on 
December 4,1863 and retreated to rejoin General 
Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia. 
The Federal army pursued, but not too closely. 
December 14, General Longstreet was at 
Rogersville, some 60 miles from Knoxville. The 
Federal army was at Bean Station. Longstreet 
turned his army around and they clashed at Bean 
Station. By nightfall, the Federals were retiring 
from Bean Station back toward Knoxville and the 
battle ended. The weather turned severe, record 
low temperatures and snow and the Confederate 
army was unable to travel and went into winter 
camp at Russellville. During the winter, the armies 
fought at Mossy Creek (present Jefferson City), 
Dandridge and Fair Garden.



The battle of Morristown was a fierce battle putting brother against brother and son 
against father. General John Vaughn was the Confederate commander and General 
S. C. Gillem was the commander for the Union. Gillem's men, almost 3,000 strong 
were ready with repeating rifles. Vaughn’s force, almost 2,000 in number, was ready 
but shot muskets. These men, Union and confederate were about to battle near 
their own homes, and against their neighbors. At the time of the historic battle both 
sides were made up of men from East Tennessee. The battle started in the early 
afternoon. Vaughn deployed his men in two lines. One was on a hill where 
Morristown College now stands, and another extended from there to where Radio 
Center is. The Union, General Gillem, attacked the Confederates first line of 
defense. Artillery took up a position near where Lincoln Heights School is today. 
The Union had the advantage of fresh regiments arriving. Gillem ordered the 
cavalry regiment to make a full scale, mounted charge with swords drawn against 
the Confederates. This attack resulted in the Confederates retreat. General Vaughn 
left 200 men and 2 pieces of artillery in the Unions hands. General Vaughn barely 
escaped while he was exchanging shots with Union horsemen. The Union cavalry 
raced into Morristown and chased Vaughn's men into Russellville. The capture of 
Morristown was a Union victory. About ninety men were killed in the battle of 
Morristown, and most were Confederates.

http://www.tngenweb.org/hamblen/civilwar.htm

Brigadier General
Alvan C. Gillem



 When the war started, most of the businesses became paralyzed. Some stores remained 
open but most only sold the necessities such as sugar and coffee.  The citizens were 

routinely harassed by "bush-whackers" who were constantly stealing from homes, breaking 
into shops and destroying everything. The bush-whackers were people of the community, 

derelicts and runabouts. After the war and the men returned there wasn't a bush-whacker in 
sight.  W.M. Evans received a letter that stated the following: 

"Nothing could be more natural than the Virginia boys 
to hunt up the pretty girls in Morristown and there is  
plenty. Our stay in Morristown was too short but  
I think the following lines, by sweet Tennessee girls 
whom I have never forgotten, will show very little  
time was lost in the pursuit of love."  
 
"Tis hard for you'uns to fight 
Tis hard for you'uns to sleep in camp 
Tis hard for you'uns through snow to tramp 
But harder for we'uns from you'uns to part 
Since you'uns have stolen we'uns heart!

http://www.tngenweb.org/hamblen/civilwar.htm





The church as a hospital



Bethesda was used as a hospital for 
wounded soldiers by both the Union and 
Confederate armies and for a short 
time, for smallpox sufferers during an 
epidemic. There are approximately 82 
unknown soldiers buried nearby. The 
graves are marked with a monument 
placed by the Disabled American 
Veterans and the Daughters of 
Confederate Veterans. U.S. and 
Confederate flags fly over the cemetery.



During the Civil War, most young men had to search their hearts and loyalties to decide in 
which army they would serve. Like many other young Hawkins County men, country boy 
Andrew Jackson Green was faced with this great search of heart and soul. Green, at this 
time, was a resident of the Sugg’s Mill area of Hawkins County. When the right opportunity 
arose, Green enlisted in Company A, 1st Battalion of the Tennessee Light Artillery, Union 
Army on Sept. 2, 1863. 
 
Green’s brothers enlisted in different outfits of the Confederate Army, and were never seen 
by their brother again. Many times he spoke of wishing to learn of their fates. Born on May 
28, 1844, Green was 19 at the time of his enlistment. It was said the young lad had never 
been more than 50 miles from home. Green put his civilian duties in order and slipped away 
from home to Camp Nelson, Ky., to begin his tour of duty. Green’s Confederate brothers, 
not wanting Andrew to get to Camp Nelson, sent an Indian tracker to capture him and 
return him home. Green evaded capture by sleeping in hollow logs during his journey. 
Records show that by December 30, 1863, he was in the army. By January 1864, Private 
Green had been assigned to Battery F of the 1st Tennessee Light Artillery. The battery had 
been sent from Camp Nelson and assigned garrison duty defending Nashville. War records 
of April 1864, show Battery F had been reassigned to new duty at Knoxville, Tenn., and had 
become part of Gen. T.T. Garland's 1st Brigade (4th Division, 23rd Corps in the District of 
East Tennessee). By August 1st, the battery was placed under the command of Gen. Alvan 
C. Gillem.



Green, along with several other locals were now back in East Tennessee to fight near their 
home places, and soon he and his artillery company would get a taste of real war. On Oct. 28, 
Private Green, along with F Battery, was with Gen. Gillem’s command as they drove the 
Confederates, commanded by Gen. John C. Vaughn, from Morristown in what became known as 
“Vaughn’s Stampede.” Battery F commanded the high ground near present day Morristown 
College. The constant firing of the battery’s field pieces was a big part in a complete retreat of 
the Confederates from the area. During the constant firing Green suffered powder burns to his 
eyes, and after the battle was taken to Bethesda Presbyterian Church. Located near Cheek’s 
Crossroads, the church was set up as a field hospital and was treating wounded soldiers from 
both armies. Many local doctors and volunteer nurses aided the army doctors and surgeons in 
the treatment of the wounded. While being nursed back to health at the church, young Green 
met nurse Mary Reece. Green, now 20, was so overawed with her care and kindness that he 
spoke of her as his “little angel.” Apparently, it was love at first sight. Green was a stoutly, fair 
skinned, blue-eyed blonde of Scots-Irish ancestry, and Reece was as impressed with him as he 
was with her. 



At the time of their meeting, Reece was a 17-year-old local beauty. She was of a well 
respected Cheek’s Crossroads (Russellville) family, and as their romance budded and 
bloomed, Green promised his little angel he would return after the war to marry her. 
Private Green later saw action in the battles near Nashville, where he again had to be 
treated for powder burns. He was mustered out of service on August 3, 1865, when he 
returned to his Hawkins County home. Within a year of his return Green kept his promise 
to Reece and the two became husband and wife in 1866. The marriage lasted 65 years 
and only ended with the old soldier’s death on August 16, 1931. Mary lived another seven 
years and passed away on July 17, 1938 at the age of 91. Both now peacefully rest in the 
Dover Presbyterian Church Cemetery on Dover Road in East Hamblen County, near 
Morristown. Grandson Luke Green, 86, gave the following to add to the love story.  
Growing up his grandfather told many war stories and tales. A big stone fireplace in the 
middle of the home served as a gathering place for the family. Shortly after the war, 
Andrew and Mary bought a 100-acre farm in East Hamblen County. Andrew went totally 
blind when he was in his mid-50s. Mary took care of him and saw to all of his needs for 
the rest of his life. Six children were born to the two. Sons were Joe, Luther, Jim and 
Hugh; and daughters were Molly and Sally.  



Even after blindness, it was still a marriage full of happiness, deep 
respect and contentment. The boys worked the farm for their dad and 
the girls did most of the housework, gardening, canning and drying food 
for winter months. “Uncle Jack” as Grandfather Green was called in his 
older days, stayed active in organizing and workings of Dover 
Presbyterian Church. Luke said his dad and uncles fixed a series of ropes 
so their blind father could get to the barn and outbuildings. Blindness 
was a handicap, but it never kept the old soldier from cutting up his own 
meat during “hog killing time.”



In politics, the old man was a Republican and always voted the ticket. 
His hero was Abraham Lincoln. Uncle Jack drew a pension of $125 
per month, which he freely shared with his church and those in need 
in the community. The old home place of Andrew Jackson Green and 
Little Angel still stands on Nolichucky River Road. 



Luke Green owned the 100-acre farm, but was moved from the 
property to a local retirement village. Ironic as it may seem, Luke’s 
room was within the same area of the old battlefield, near Morristown 
College, where his grandfather got his eyes burned that started the 
romance that leading to the marriage of Andrew Green. 

http://www.longstreetmuseum.com/Bethesda%20Church.htm





In 1869 Bethesda  permanently closed its 
doors. 

There were 2 Presbyterians in the town of 
Morristown who were being ministered 
by Rev. Harvey Smith 

The southern sympathizers from Bethesda 
joined them and met at First Methodist Church





L









First Methodist Church was begun prior to the 
beginning of the war  but construction was 

halted till after the war.  
When the building was completed it was used 

by the Methodist, Baptist and the Presbyterians, 
until the Presbyterian Church was completed in 

1870. 

ALL 3 DENOMINATIONS MET IN ONE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 



   Just prior to the construction of our first 
building,                Marcus R. Murrell, I. P. Haun, 
and a third man were sitting under a tree on this 
property. They were discussing the problems of 
having to travel 
to either Dandridge or Rutledge to conduct 
county business. From this discussion 
the formation of Hamblen Co began.



Following the war  some New Jersey Presbyterians sent 
some teachers to Morristown in order to educate the newly 
freed slaves. The first two teachers  returned home due to 

the opposition to their teaching. The third teacher , 
Almira Stearns stayed firm despite many threats.  In 1880 

the Methodist Holston Conference bought the 
Regan High School and renamed it Morristown Seminary. 

This later became Morristown College.











Judge William McFarland



First Building  
1870



L







L

William Harvey Smith



        Rev. Smith attended Maryville College and began 
preaching in 1858 at St. Paul. He lived in Newport during 
the war and preached there half the time. Ridding horse 
back to St. Paul the other half. During the war his horse was 
taken by bush-whackers and he had to walk the rest of the 
way to church. He sometimes had to wade the Chucky 
River. In 1862 he moved to Lowland. 
       In 1866  he began preaching to the only 2 Presbyterians 
in Morristown (a mother and daughter). They gathered 
together the few scattered Presbyterians form Russellville to 
Panther Springs and organized the “a little Presbyterian 
Church in Morristown” of 26 members. In the next 20 years 
they added 111 members by profession and 100 by 
certificate, but also lost 63 by removal and 37 to death.



      When the church was finished in 1870 Rev. Smith spend half his time there and 
the other half at St. Paul. In 1871 he was ask to work full time at the Morristown 
Church, he was paid $635.00 a year. Soon after he was ask to work with other 
churches part time, including Dandridge, Talbot Station, Strawberry Plains, and 
White Pine.
       After 21 years of part time at  Morristown he left to work with White Pine, 
Dandridge, Blue Springs, and Whitesburg part time. He continued to preach into 
his 80’s, and at the end of his 54 years in the ministry he had married over 344 
couples.
      When  Rev. Smith died at the age of 92 in 1911, his 
funeral service was held at 10:30 on a Sunday morning 
and all other churches in town suspended their services.

       He was buried at Bethesda Cemetery.
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In the first twenty years of the life of the church growth 
was slow but steady. The statistical report of 1886 showed 
124 members with 120 attending Sunday School. 

By 1887 Sunday School enrollment had reached 124 with 
11 teachers. In May of that year a committee on foreign 
missions was appointed. 

In July of 1887 Rev. Smith resigned after serving 2o years 
as stated supply for half the time for an average salary of 
$353.00. He continued to serve other area churches. By the 
age of 82 he had traveled more than 35,000 miles and 
performed 344 weddings with fees ranging from 0 to 
$25.00. He continued to attend services despite the fact he 
could not hear a word. Rev. Smith died at the age of 91. 

Rev. Smith was so greatly respected that his funeral was 
held during the Sunday morning worship hour and all 
other churches in town suspended their services. 



L

George Francis Robertson



• Rev. Robertson of Rogersville was a former Holston Presbytery 
evangelist.

• Under his leadership the town was divided into districts and elders 
were appointed to visit members. 

• In 1889 at the meeting of session 47 pastoral visits and 18 visits by 
elders were reported. 

• Membership was reported at 187.

• A new building closer to the center of town was considered, but a 
plan to remodel the existing church was adopted, and extensive 
improvements were made. 

• Art windows were put in and electric lights were installed.



• In December 1887 the minutes show “ that we have been informed that, 
contrary to the standards and ruling of General Assembly, some 
members have been engaged in  dancing to the detriment of their 
Christian character and true Christian piety, and therefore the clerk of 
session was instructed to notify the guilty parties to meet with the 
session on Jan. 1, 1888 for consultation”. 

• In compliance with the above request of session, the parties notified did 
meet with the session and promised greater fidelity to duty and 
abstinence from forbidden indulgence in the future, to the satisfaction 
and delight of the session.

• However, in March the same action was taken, but the members 
justified their conduct and refused to promise to abstain.



• There was one recorded memory of  a service where Rev. Robertson 
was preaching.

• One of his son’s  continued to misbehave after being publicly 
corrected, Rev. Roberson left the pulpit, took the young offender 
outside and performed his paternal duty with a switch from a tree, 
returned with the son mounted the pulpit and finished his sermon.  







•On October  19, 1890 a congregational meeting was 
called to consider the resignation of Rev. Robertson. 
Satisfaction of his pastoral work was expressed and he 
was asked to continue.  
•On October 25, 1890 the pastorate was declared ended 

at a called meeting of Holston Presbytery 
•On November 2, 1890 a committee was appointed to 

call a pastor.



On November 16, 1890 a call was extended to Rev. J. G. McFerrin, a former 
Tusculum professor of Latin and English who had been ordained in 1879.

  He had moved to Morristown in 1883 to head the Institute for Girls in 
addition to ministering to a number of churches. The school was 
discontinued because of the organization of the Morristown Graded 
Schools.
Rev. McFerrin served until June of 1894 when he resigned to accept a 
position at King College. His health was not good and he could receive 
better medical attention there and educate his sons.

At the time of his resignation the membership 
was 215 and his salary was $930.00



L

Joseph Gabriel McFerrin



L

James Chalmers 
Cowan



• A call was extended to James Chalmers Cowan as stated supply for 6 
months until the next meeting of Presbytery. In March of 1895 the call 
was extended.

• Rev. Cowan was the first graduate of King College. He was born in 
Jonesboro and enter the Confederate army at the age of 16.

• He was instrumental in forming the Morristown Pastor’s Association 
which held regular weekly session and at least once a year 
“protracted service’ in which every pastor took part.



• In 1890 a parsonage was considered but the church was experiencing 
financial difficulties. 

• In 1897 there was a deficit of $70 in the pastor’s salary which was made 
up by donations from 8 members, and finally paid by April of 1898.

• In January of 1898 “Subscription for Parsonage” pledge cards were 
printed and sent to members but there were not enough subscribers.

• In November of 1900 the session accepted a house and lot on west 3rd 
North donated by Mrs. Ellen Shannon Robinson.

• Rev. Cowan submitted his resignation in April 1901.



• John M. Clark was called, his salary was to be $1,000.00 a 
year and have use of the manse.
• Rev. Clark moved to Morristown from Corinth, Mississippi. 
• In his 6 years we succeeded in placing the church on a firm 

financial basis. 
• “I have never been ambitious to be a great preacher, but I 

have earnestly sought to be an effective preacher”.
• In May of 1903 Sunday night services were abandoned  for a  

4 p.m. service.
• In 1905 the session refused the request of the YMCA for the 

use of the north end of the church lot for a tennis court, but 
by 1914 the feeling had changed and a tennis court was built 
for the young people of the church.



L

John M. Clark



• In 1903 a congregational meeting passed a resolution that “this church 
take the necessary steps to so change, improve, or enlarge its present 
house of worship – or to build a new church in a central location to 
provide better facilities for church work.”

• In May, 1903 a committee was appointed to try to raise subscriptions 
amounting to $15,000 after which work of a building was to begin.

• In January, 1904, it was “found the plan impractical, as interest and 
money subscriptions fell far short of needs”.

• In September 1906 Rev. Clark submitted his resignation, but the 
congregation requested he withdraw it. 

• In April 1907 Rev. Clark informed the session that he had been elected 
Superintendent of Home Missions for Holston Presbytery.



The policy of calling members before the session 
for discipline continued until around the turn of 
the century .  In  1904 members “walking 
disorderly” were waited upon by members of the 
session to “urge more faithful performance of 
duty”



L

Thomas Maxwell McConnell



• In August, 1907, Rev. T. M. McConnell was called with a salary of $1,200.

• Rev. McConnell was a graduate of King College and Union Theological Seminary  
and a native of Washington County, VA.

• The manse given by Mrs. Robinson in 1900 was sold and the pastor was given  $100 
in 12 month installments in lieu of rent. 

• In July 1907 a committee was appointed to solicit funds for the purpose of building 
a manse. 

• But  the congregation voted to suspend plans for building a manse and give 
attention to the church and Sunday School facilities

❖Consider building an auditorium and remodeling the present church and Sunday 
School.

❖Secure and exhibit suitable plans for the above, and appoint committees for fund 
raising and effort in this building program.



• Construction was completed in 1908 and by April 9, 1909 the building 
had been completed and full settlement made. 

• The total cost was $13,432.25, but a new organ ($2,100), piano ($325) 
and other items made the overall cost $16,323.

• The formal dedication took place  May 8, 1910 with 2 former pastors, 
Rev. William Harvey Smith, and Rev. J.G. McFerrin taking part.

• There were 2 charter members present, Mrs. Ellen Shannon Robinson 
and Mrs. Maria Barton.









• Dr. McConnell submitted his resignation in September of 1914. 

• The church called Dr. Lynn R. Walker with a salary of $1,500.

• A native of Rogersville and graduate of  King College and Auburn 
Theological Seminary. 

• Dr. James Vance is quoted as saying,  “More young men have decided 
on the work of the gospel ministry under his preaching than that of 
any other preacher within my knowledge.”

• Dr. Walker’s pastorate covered the World War I years and  he was 
distinguished for his service in the Red Cross and during the influenza 
epidemic. (the worst pandemic in Tennessee history, over 7,000 died in 
the state.)

• In October 1919 Dr. Walker accepted a call to the positon of 
Superintendent of Synod’s Work for the Synod of Appalachia with 
offices in Bristol



1867

The Split

James Lynn Rhea Walker







During this decade Miss Lillian 
Wells began a long career of service 

to the Master as a missionary to 
china.  



L

Lillian G. 
Wells
1885-1963









1867

Shift to Morristown

Samuel Hutson Hay



• The call to Rev. Hay on January 25, 1920 began a 
pastorate which was to last 36 years though wars, 
depression, and economic prosperity.  A period that 
saw Morristown grow from a sleepy village with a 
population of 5875 to approximately 17,000.
• A native of Liberty, S.C. graduate of Davidson 

College, Columbia Theological Seminary and 
Princeton Theological Seminary.



Fry's Chapel 
        In 1926 a lot was purchased to build a church in Lowland and 
members of the church constructed a chapel near Fray’s Schoolhouse. 
Every Sunday afternoon Nelson and Mary Fisher would ride there in the 
only local taxi (the driver donated his services) to the chapel. Nelson 
would lead a singing then teach a Bible lesson to the grownups. Mary 
would pump the organ for the singing then take the children into a corner 
to teach them. She would give each child a penny to put in the collection 
box. When Nelson died 1932 the members of the chapel walked all the way 
from Lowland to attend his funeral and collected wild flowers along the 
way to present for him. Mary continued teaching there for a while. The site 
never became  a full fledged church and by the 1950’s many members were 
attending other churches and just attending for Sunday School. In 1958 the 
property was sold.



• In September of 1921 the Margret F. Painter 
Library  was established. Begun on a modest 
scale the library grew to occupy a well-
furnished room  with an ever increasing 
selection of worthwhile and helpful books 
for all ages. Most of the additions to the 
library were in the form of memorials.



June 1922
• Billy Sunday Campaign

• The master orator preached for 3 services for 4 Sundays

    and 2 services each weekday. 

• Used a tobacco warehouse where the Cumberland Food City was

• The choir had approximately 400 singers 

• Special trains brought in people from Maryville, Bristol, and Knoxville

• Most of the area ministers lead prayers

• 4 to 6 thousand attended each service 



     As early as 1916 the minutes show there was an interest in an 
addition to the church plant. Plans were considered again in 1923, but 
it was Jan. 12, 1930 before a congregational meeting approved an 
outlay of $21,000.00 for an addition to the church. This building 
program, which included a three-story addition to the old church 
structure and certain changes in the adjoining Sunday School rooms, 
provided a badly needed office, kitchen, and parlor in addition to 
Sunday School rooms. The third floor was left unfinished but 
provided for future expansion. The central section of the church, the 
original 1870 building, was brick veneered to match the new 
addition. 



L













Lieutenant John Franklin Richard 
Hay

Son of Dr. Samuel Hay. Grew up in the church and 
joined the army  for WWII.  Died in the Bataan 
Death March in 1942. 
His last letter  miraculously reached his parents after 
the ship on which it was traveling was torpedoed by 
Japanese submarine. The mail sack containing Hay’s 
letter was pulled from the ocean by a rescue vessel.
In his letter he stated that we wanted to go into the ministry after the war. 

81 Hamblen Countians lost their lives in WWII .
A building at King College was named for him through the efforts of Mr. Herbert S. 
Walters
25 years after his death a Morristown elementary school was named for John Hay.



PART III

1956-2017





• The late 1940’s saw major improvements to the church 
building which included a complete remodeling of the 
sanctuary and the installation of a new organ, the gift 
of Mr. E.B. Hale and Mr. William C. Hale.
• The parlor was refurnished by Mrs. Catherine Miller, 

an accomplished student and teacher of the Bible.
•A part of the third floor of the Sunday School addition 

was completed and the kitchen remodeled.



Dr. Hay was designated Pastor Emeritus at a 
congregational meeting on Feb. 5, 1956 and 
preached his last sermon here on July 29.  
 
 
On July 29, 1956 Dr. M.O. Somers was called.



L

Maurice Omar Sommers

1967
1967



Dr. Sommers, who was at Kingsport at the 
time of the call was a native of Indiana 

and a graduate of Purdue University and 
Union Theological Seminary.  



•The manse at the corner of W. 6th N. 
and Fairmont Ave. was purchased at 
and plans were made to use the old 
manse for Sunday School rooms. This 
was done until the 1964 building 
program required its being torn down.



Directors of Christian Education







L





The new educational building was 
completed and in use early 1965





➢In making provisions for the completion of a new 
sanctuary the congregation purchased the Sam 
Holtsinger home on West Main Street.

➢ In March of 1966 the former Charles Holtsinger 
property was purchased and the Sam Holtsinger 
house was moved to that lot. 

➢This house became the new manse. 







1967 Centennial Year
MEMBERSHIP 673







Pitser M. Lyons III
                            1969-1982
Born in Rogersville, Tn March 16, 1923 married 
Madeline Miller, also of Rogersville. Children include 
Patricia, Miller and Wiley. Graduate of Warren Wilson 
High School, Swannanoa, N.C. A.B. King College; B.D. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary; Honorary Kentucky 
Pastor of Pewee Presbyterian Church, Pewee Valley, KY 
1941-1951; Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church 
1951-1982; First Presbyterian Church Atlanta Georgia 
1982-?

     Served as moderator of Holston Presbytery, general 
Chairman of the board of Holston Presbyterian Home, 
Board of Trustees of Lees-McRae College. President of 
Greater Morristown Ministerial Association.





The Third 
Sanctuary 

and 
current 

was 
completed in 

1973



The 
congregation 
moved together  
from the old 
sanctuary to 
the new.







Walters State Community College

In 1970 classrooms were provided
 for Walters State Community 

College 



Woodward Finley  
1978-1987



The steeple was 
added in 1981





The covered walkway  
was  added in 1986



Ned Hollandsworth  1985-1994

Born Raleigh, N.C. married Peggy Ezell of Florence, AL., 
children Amy, Skip, Laura. Attended Presbyterian College, 
Union Theological Seminary, Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, McCormick Presbyterian Seminary. 
Served as assistant to the minister First Presbyterian, 
Kingsport, pastor of Second Presbyterian, Kannapolis, NC, 
Meadowthorpe Presbyterian, Lexington, KY, Fain 
Memorial Presbyterian, Wichita Falls, TX, Evergreen 
Presbyterian, Memphis, First Presbyterian, Morristown.

Initiated the 
Ministerial Association Temporary 

Shelter,
 also served on the Keep America Beautiful Board. 







Michael Vann 
Stanfield 
1987-1990









W. Thomas Dodge   1995-2001
Born in Rheims France, adopted by W. Thomas 
and Elizabeth Dodge. 
 Attended Colgate University, served as infantry 
lieutenant in Vietnam, attended Lancaster 
Theological Seminary. Served in Clinical 
Pastoral Education at Lancaster General 
Hospital, and Pennsylvania State Hershey 
Medical Center. Attended Princeton Theological 
Seminary 

 and served at Highlands Presbyterian before 
coming to First Presbyterian Morristown.  Did 
Hospice and Community Care until retirement 
in 2011.



Rev. Dodge 
Began the Stephen Ministry 
program 



















Deborah  
Sanders 
1980-  



Dr. Robert Gary Kelley  2002-2017
Born in  Columbus, GA, married Martha Kidd  of Fayetteville, 
TN, children John Chandler and Mary Katherine.
Attended University of Georgia, Columbia Theological 
Seminary and Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
Ordained at First Presbyterian Church  in Pulaski TN.
Called to serve First Presbyterian Morristown in 2002.
Has served as moderator of the Presbytery of Middle 
Tennessee, Commissioner of the 200th General Assembly.
More recently on Board of the Boys & Girls Club and M.A.T.S.



Ministers                                    Dates                Years                 Seminary
1. Rev. Smith                           1867-1887             20        Maryville  Theological                         
2. Rev.  Robertson                   1887-1890              3         Princeton
3. Rev. McFerrin                      1890-1894             4          Princeton
4. Rev. Cowan                          1894-1901              7          Union
5. Rev. Clark                             1901-1907              6          Union & McCormick
6. Rev. McConnell                   1907-1914              7          Columbia & Union       
7. Rev. Walker                          1914-1919               5          Auburn
8. Rev. Hay                               1920-1956            36*        Columbia
9. Rev. Sommers                      1956-1967              11        Union    
10.Rev. Lyons                            1969-1982             15          Louisville       
11.Rev. Hollandsworth            1985-1994              9*         Louisville & McCormick
12.Rev. Dodge                           1995-2001              6          Lancaster & Princeton
13.Rev. Kelley                           2002-2017             15*         Columbia & Louisville
* Retired from FPC





Robyn Elkins Proffitt  
(served as Director of Music)
Robyn has taken a year of absence from 
Newport Grammar School.
 She is now married to Chris Proffitt, a 
retired teacher from Newport Grammar.









2005  
Capital Campaign Launched for  

 Family Life Center



Family Life 
Center Dedication
April 29, 2007





The Children’s Suite 
Remodeled 2004



Kyle Schmidt  
2007- 



Rick and Polly Kopituk  
2011-





2017- ?



    On occasions such as our church’s centennial, we are prone to measure 
accomplishments in tangible terms of membership, money, and buildings. 
As necessary as these measuring devices are in this world, the celestial 
yardstick may be  quite different, for it is revealed to us in Luke 15:7 that 
“Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine just persons”; and we are shown by II Peter 3:8 “that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand year as one 
day”.

 Therefore let us give thanks on this occasion for the Father’s love, the 
Son’s atonement, the Spirit’s guidance: and may we ever be mindful, as at 
the beginning of this history, that “Man's chief end is to glorify God and 
to enjoy Him forever.”                                                                                                                  

                                                                       George S. Hale Jr.    1967


