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By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and light for 

my path. 
Psalm 119:105 

All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that 
that man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.   
2 Tim 3:16,17 

  
 Dan* made a 
commitment for Christ in 
his 20’s and was involved 
in the church for the next 
10 years of his life. Key 
people in his life planted 
and watered seeds of 

doubt about the authorship, 
completeness and 
correctness of the Bible as 
we have it today.  Deciding 
the Bible could no longer 
be trusted, Dan has 
renounced his faith in 
Jesus as his savior and has 
withdrawn from any 
involvement with his 
church. 
 Debbie* grew up 
going to church but never 

read the Bible on her own.  
When she finally began 
reading the Bible for 
herself, she had a hard 
time reconciling the events 
in the Old Testament with 
those in the New 
Testament.  Now she 
occasionally reads from the 
Gospels but her level of 
commitment to the words 
she reads is limited by her 
unanswered questions. 
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THE MESSENGER

Join us for our new Fall Series! 
We’ve just begun digging into our our new Fall series, 
Positioned For a Purpose. Join us Sunday mornings 
at the 9 or 10:45a.m. services! Small groups now are 

forming, meeting at various locations in our area 
throughout the week.To find one that best suits you, 
contact Tara Johnson at tjohnson@pineknolls.net. or 

visit our website for more information, 
www.pineknolls.net.

Studying God’s 
Word

The Pastor’s 
Pen

mailto:tjohnson@pineknolls.net
mailto:tjohnson@pineknolls.net
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 The Bible has been 
used by God to bring 
millions of people to an 
awareness of their need for 
a savior and, ultimately, 
connect them to Jesus.  It 
has instructed the faith of 
believers and directed their 
life practices.  It has also 
been a stumbling block for 
many.   In this article I 
would like to highlight the 
importance of regularly 
reading from God’s Word.  I 
would also like to comment 
on a couple of things you 
might expect if you are 
seriously reading the Bible 
for the first time. 
 The Bible 
communicates God’s 
thoughts to us.  Every once 
in a while God will speak 
directly to a person in an 
audible voice however He 
speaks to all who are 
willing to listen through His 
word.  Listening to His 
thoughts by reading the 
Bible is one of the best 
ways to get to know Him. 
 The Bible is simple 
and profound.  It has been 
said that the waters of 
Scripture are deep enough 
for an elephant to swim, 
and shallow enough for a 
lamb to wade.  Whether 
you read the Bible for 5 
minutes each morning or 
study it diligently for an 
hour each evening, it will 
enrich your life and 
strengthen your spirit, it is 
that simple AND that 
profound. 

 The Bible reveals 
the beauty of Jesus.  As 
you read through the 
accounts of Jesus’ life you 
will see how people 
responded to Him – and 
how He responded to them.  
It’s amazing to see how 
people from every walk of 
life encountered Jesus.  
Some rejected Jesus and 
His message.  Many, 
however, were moved by 
the truth, the compassion, 
the strength and the 
gentleness of His words.  
Seeing the beauty of Jesus 
through the eyes of the 
writers of these accounts 
helps me see His beauty all 
around me. 
 Be Prepared: You 
may have as many 
questions after you read 
the Bible as you have 
before.  If you expect to 
figure out the Bible quickly 
and easily you will be 
disappointed.  Expect 
mystery 
 Be Prepared:  
Putting the pieces together 
takes time.  The Bible 
presents some challenges.  
Over 40 different authors 
put pen to paper in writing 
the Bible.  Each brought 
their own style to their 
writing.  Not only that, the 
Bible has different types of 
writing: poetry, stories, 
instruction and prophecy.  
Not Only That, the Bible 
isn’t arranged in 
chronological order.  NOT 
ONLY THAT, some stories 

are told several times from 
different perspectives, 
including different details. 
 Understanding the 
Bible is not easy but the 
payoff is worth our 
investment of time and 
energy.  And once the 
truths and trustworthiness 
of Scripture strengthen our 
faith, we can experience 
doubts and difficulties and 
still STAND.   
 Jesus said, 
“Everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his 
house on the rock.  The 
rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had 
its foundation on the rock.” 

Pastor Steve 
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Pine Knolls exists to 
experience and 

share the hope and 
healing of Jesus.



Pine Knolls Alliance Church September 2018

By Pastor  
Justin 
Fischer 

If you are 
a parent of 
a school-
aged child 

or grandchild, or if you 
have been one in the past, 
then you likely know all too 
well the chaos of practice 
schedules. Perhaps just 
reading that phrase has 
thrust you into a panic as 
you are now heading back 
into practice season. Let’s 
be honest...it can be 
challenging just getting kids 
where they need to be on 
time (or close to it)! 
Whether it is soccer, piano, 
dance, football, theater, or 
a myriad of other 
possibilities, practices can 
be demanding on our 
schedules as parents. And 
we’re not even the ones 
practicing! 
 So why do we do it?  
 Why do we endure 
the chaos? Well, we 
believe that it is important 
for our kids to experience 

these things. We also do it 
because we believe that 
there is a coach, teacher, 
or instructor that is better 
equipped or positioned to 
train our child than we are. 
We believe that another 
person has better 
knowledge and skill in a 
particular area of life than 
we do. So we hand our kids 
off to them and say, “Teach 
him.”  
 There are certainly 
areas of life in which others 
are more knowledgeable 
and better skilled than I am, 
and I am thankful to have 
people come alongside my 
kids in these areas. For 
example, I never played, 
watched, cared for, or 
otherwise interacted with 
soccer as a kid. Well, that’s 
not totally true. As a die-
hard football fan and player 
I made it a point to make 

fun of those that played 
soccer. Now, all of my kids 
are into soccer (funny how 
that comes back around!). 
If I were the only one able 
to guide and instruct my 
kids in soccer they would 
be pathetic. So, I am 
thankful that they have 
other people in their lives 
that can better instruct 
them than I can. And...so 
are they! 
 Over the years of 
youth ministry, I have seen 
a lot of parents treat 
Christianity and faith in the 
same way that I have with 
soccer. They may feel that 
they’ve only dabbled in 
Christianity or have no real 
skills regarding faith or 
prayer. So, they are glad to 
drop their child off at 
Sunday School, Awana, or 
youth group so that they 
can gain information and 
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Leading Your 
Child

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry
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skills from a trained 
professional. When it 
comes to faith, though, I do 
not believe that this is the 
best model. I want to 
propose something else 
which I now believe is a 
much better approach. In 
fact, I believe so strongly in 
it that I have made it one of 
the four core beliefs of 
Family Ministries at Pine 
Knolls. Here it is… 
 We believe parents 
are best positioned to be 
the spiritual leaders for 
their children. 
 Let me unpack that 
statement. This statement 
is not meant to imply that 
your kids should not come 
to Sunday School, Awana, 
and youth group. Please 
send them! Awana and 
Connect kick off on 
September 12. It is also not 
meant to imply that you 
should not involve other 
caring adults in the life of 
your child, or that you have 
to be the most educated, 
passionate, and skilled 
Christian that you know. It 
is saying that you need to 
view yourself (parents, 
grandparents, guardians, 
etc. - I’m speaking directly 
to you here) as an 
important player in the 
spiritual life of your child. 
You are a leader.  
This may require a shift in 
thinking for you. Growth in 
faith is not really like piano 
practice where you drop 
your kid off with an 

instructor for an hour in 
the hopes that they will 
have grown in their skill 
and understanding by 
the time you pick them 
up. You may need to 
begin to think about it a 
bit differently. I know I 
have. At times, I have 
seen myself as the 
instructor, educator, 
coach, or trained 
professional. Let me be 
clear - we have an 
amazing team of 
volunteer leaders in 
Student and Children 
Ministries, along with a 
great leadership team. 
But our time is limited. If 
the only spiritual 
exposure, instruction 
and experience your 
child gets is on Sunday 
mornings and 
Wednesday nights, then 
they are missing out. 
Psalm 78 explains how 
God designed for the 
passing of faith to 
happen at it’s best and 
purest form... 
 “he commanded our 
fathers to teach to their 
children, that the next 
generation might know 
them…” 
 So, let your child 
observe you reading your 
Bible on a weekday. Let 
them hear you pray out 
loud, and talk to them 
about how you pray 
privately. Keep the door to 
spiritual conversation wide 
open. Allow your child to 

express their questions and 
doubts in a safe 
environment. These are 
things that only you can do! 
But...know that we are here 
alongside you. We are a 
resource for you in your 
parenting as much as we 
are a resource for your 
child in their growth. Let’s 
do this together, knowing 
that it is possible (through 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit) to pass on the faith 
to our kids. 
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Come to Our 
Fall Open House! 

Sunday, September 
30th before, during, 
and after services. 
Come see the awesomely 

updated spaces for Children’s 
Ministries and the newly 

renovated Student Center. Our 
open house takes place 

downstairs at Pine Knolls and 
across the Parking lot in the 

Student Center. Come for FUN, 
cider donuts, cotton candy, 
popcorn, and fellowship. 

Let’s  celebrate what God is 
doing at Pine Knolls! 
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 Hi! Thank you for 
including us as part of your 
Pine Knolls missions family. 
We are Jeff, Melissa, 
Madison, and Reilly 
Singfiel. We have been 
serving in Kosovo, part of 
former Yugoslavia, since 
2002 with The Christian & 
Missionary Alliance. 
Kosovo is a majority 
Muslim country that was 
the last to emerge from the 
bloody Balkan wars of the 
1990s. The Alliance, 
through CAMA Services, its 
relief and development 
arm, began work in 1999 
immediately after the war 
which saw over half of 
Kosovo’s population 
become refugees.  
 When we arrived in 
2002, bombed out buildings 
and heavily armed NATO 
troops were daily sights. 
Our children learned to tell 
the difference between 
American, British, and 
German camouflage 
uniforms quite early! Today, 

Kosovo is an 
independent state and 
remains strongly pro-
Western and pro-
American. We have 
had the joy of serving 
with a Kosovar church 
that was planted in 
1994 and has now 
grown into a six-church 
network with a vision 
for missions much like our 
own.  
 We helped plant the 
second network church in 
2004 and were privileged to 
be in Kosovo for a 
miraculous movement of 
people that made up the 
fifth church in 2015.  
 Of course, our lives 
did not begin in Kosovo. 
Jeff was born in Rochester, 
Minnesota and made a 
decision for Christ at about 
six years of age. His family 
moved to North Carolina. 
While he was in high 
school and as a senior 

received a clear call to 
missions from the Lord. 
After high school, he 
graduated from Toccoa 
Falls College with a degree 
in missions and Alliance 
Theological Seminary 
(ATS) with a Master of 
divinity. It was there that he 
met Melissa. 

Melissa grew up the 
daughter of a church-
planter in Hawaii and grew 
up in a fantastic multi-
cultural environment. She 
heard the Lord call her to 
missions during a camp 
service at the age of 8. 

 5

Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA

Partnering With the 
Singfiel’s in 

Kosovo
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After middle 

school, she moved to 
Utah where her father 
redeveloped another 
church. She also briefly 
attended Toccoa Falls 
before graduating from 
Nyack College. While Jeff 
served as a youth pastor 
in northern NJ, Melissa 
finished her Master of 
divinity degree at ATS 
shortly after their 
marriage. 
After the wedding, we 
joined the staff of Jeff’s 
home church in Raleigh, 
NC where Madison was 
born in 1999 and Reilly in 
2001. 

Jeff had always felt 
called to mission work in 
Eastern Europe. Melissa, 
on the other hand, was 
attracted to Muslim 
ministry. As God’s hand of 
providence would have it, 
God called us to the 
Balkans . . . in Eastern 
Europe with historic Muslim 
populations. We left for 
Kosovo in August of 2002, 
shortly after the 1999 war 
with 3-year-old Madison 
and 10-month old Reilly. 

We have seen God 
do much work in Kosovo 
over the last sixteen years. 
We have seen our partner 
church in the capital city 
(called Messiah 
Evangelical Fellowship or 
MEF) launch several other 
church plants and in 2017, 
finally move into a building 
of their own. We have seen 

Muslims come to 
Christ, people 
experience healing, 
and a country move 
from the trauma of 
the war to renewed 
optimism and serious 
questions about the 
future. 

The average 
age in Kosovo is 29; 
it is the youngest 
country in Europe. 
Most of those young 
people speak English 
and are wrestling with 
high rates of 
unemployment and 
questions about the 
future stability of the 
region. 

The only hope 
for this region is the 
Gospel. You have 
what they need; will 
you play a part here 
too?
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PKA Support Groups  
Celebrate Recovery  

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up 
that has interfered with your spiritual 
life? Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step 

Christ-centered recovery program. 
No fee, and confidentiality is 

respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer 
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd 

Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, 

this program helps teens avoid or 
break cycles of dysfunction while 

experiencing God’s incredible 
forgiveness and healing. Sundays 

6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

GriefShare   
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The Potter’s 

House 
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By Melissa 
Guay

School 
buses 
return, 
backpacks 

get filled, 
shiny new sneakers wait in 
line in anticipation, a new 
crispness adorns the 
morning air: There’s just 
something about the Fall. I 
think it’s why I get so 
excited about Pine Knolls 
Fall launch every year — 
like the kids returning to 
their studies, I am ready to 
learn something new.

And as we begin our 
new series at Pine Knolls 
Positioned for a Purpose, I 
want to make sure to also 
highlight the many group 
studies also launching their 
Fall semesters. To the right 
you will see descriptions of 
our Ladies’ Bible studies 
beginning Sept. 20. Our 
men’s ministry still meets 
every Saturday morning. 
On our website, 
www.pineknolls.net you can 
find listings for the many 
small groups readying to 
grow in God’s word. There 
are groups for couples, 
singles, younger 

 7

Adventures in 
Surrender 

Ladies Bible Studies – Morning Study 
begins Thursday, Sept. 20.,  9:15 a.m. 

Resolving Everyday Conflict small group Bible study is an 
eight-week DVD study that unpacks the amazing things the 
Bible has to say about conflict and relationships in an open 

and nonthreatening way.  Facilitator:  Lori Higley 

Jonah (Priscilla Shirer) when God interrupts our lives, many 
times, we run like Jonah did.  In this study, we will redefine 

interruption and see that interruption is actually God’s 
invitation to do something beyond our wildest dreams.  

Facilitators:  Kris Fisher & Maureen Galusha 

Generous Justice (Timothy Keller) explores the topics of 
modern justice and human rights.  Keller suggests that as we 
experience the grace of God more fully, we will be motivated 
and empowered to live lives that are generous and merciful.  

Facilitator:  Jennie Anderson 

Becoming Mom Strong:  A Six Week Journey to Discover Your 
God Given Calling (Heidi St.John).  A six-week guided journey 

of learning to trust God with your deepest parenting 
questions.  There is nothing wrong with good advice – but 

today’s moms need so much more than that.  We moms are 
crying out for true wisdom and strength that will teach us how 

to parent our kids well, and to help us navigate challenges 
and cultural issues previous generations never saw coming.  

Facilitator:  Lauren Varney  

Tuesday Evening Study  
begins Sept. 18, 6:00 p.m.   

(This same study will be offered on Saturday mornings 
beginning October 13 at 7:30 a.m.) 

Gideon (Priscilla Shirer) This 7-session study will encourage 
you to recognize your weakness as the key that the Lord gives 
you to unlock the full experience of His strength in your life.  

Facilitator:  Lorin Whorf 

Why Study God’s Word 
with Others?

http://www.pineknolls.net
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generations, and so on. 
There is absolutely 
something for you. 

   I want to challenge 
you not to make the same 
mistake I did for so many 
years: studying only on my 
own. Please, get 
connected. 

Don’t get me wrong, 
there’s absolutely need for 
quiet one-on-one studying 
with God, but if that’s your 
only time you are missing 
out.

Reason 1: God 
made us that way. God 
made to exist in 
relationships. Just like God 
is a relational 
being himself, we 
are made in his 
likeness.

Reason 
2: God uses his 
people to 
communicate 
with us. Just like 
His word, He 
uses His people 
to speak into our 
lives. 

Reason 
3: Sometimes 
being a 
Christian is 
lonely. I often 
find myself 

feeling like an island in a 
sea of people who don’t 
value the things I do, or 
understand the priority God 
has in my life. My church 
community reminds me I 
am not alone.

Reason 3: Groups 
keep us on track. Often, 
I’ll start a study on my own 
and drop it a week or so in. 
Life gets busy; I get lazy; 
you get the picture. That is 
much harder to do when 
you’ve got a group to meet.

Reason 4: Pine 
Knolls is big. Groups 
make it smaller. I love my 
church — but it’s BIG. It’s 

easy to feel like a face in a 
crowd. Small groups give 
you the community needed 
in a church family. Find 
your tribe and you’ll be 
amazed at what God does 
to grow you within it.

Reason 5: You. 
Your group needs you. 
They need your 
perspective, your 
friendship, your talents, 
struggles and perspective. 
They need you to help 
them develop their church 
community. You have a job 
to do! You are positioned 
for a purpose!

 8

Financial Information 
for Financials: July 

Actual        $84,945    YTD $520,681 
Budget       $85,500   YTD $513,000 
Under           (-$555)  Over $7,681 

Benevolent.  $1,899  YTD $18,967 
Missions       $5,783  YTD $40,247 
Debt Reduction $1,084 YTD $6,531 

Remaining on the mortgage $170,696 

Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, 

downstairs in Children’s 
Ministry, Sundays at  

9:00 a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, 
Wednesdays, at  6 p.m. 
downstairs in Children’s 

Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in 

the Student Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s 

gathering, Saturdays 7:30 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 


