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Why Rise & Rebuild?
As a world, nation, local community, and church family, we are wading
through an unprecedented season in terms of its uncertainties,
disappointments, challenges, trials, and social isolation. A global
health pandemic continues. Financial futures are uncertain. Plans for
education at all levels continually evolve. Families are living with the
regular disappointment of “cancelling one thing after another.” As a
church, we trust in God completely while also facing the admitted
frustrations and sadness of not joyfully seeing or serving one another
as we’re used to. As individuals, it’s hard to know what to make of this
season or how to approach the future because of it.
It’s into this setting that the Book of Nehemiah will serve as a timely,
powerful, and relevant guide…wait until you dig into it this fall!
Nehemiah and the Israelite exiles face many of the same challenges:
disappointment, frustration, opposition, and uncertainty about what
the future holds.
This book shows us how to pursue the passions God has given us as
individuals and as a church family. It testifies to what happens when
God is behind our dreams, big and small. It demonstrates the power
of prayer, the importance of leadership, and the ways that God wants
to work in each of our lives, both now and in days to come!
In Nehemiah 2:17-18, Nehemiah stands before a disheartened people,
talking about the power and faithfulness of God. He tells of the vision
God has put in his heart. And the people respond, “Let us rise up and
build!” At Pine Knolls, we’ve experienced the obvious challenges of
2020 together. We understand the need to be cautious and respectful
of safety measures and health guidelines. We know that the world may
be slowing down in its movements and interactions, but our God is
not. The redemptive story of Jesus is still being written.
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The church is still called to be the proclaimers of truth, light, and love.
The Spirit is still giving us passions and dreams and callings to love
God and love others in specific ways. So let us rise up and build! I
can’t think of anything more counter-cultural in this “shutdown
season” than the pursuit of Kingdom-building. I hope you’ll come on
this journey ready to receive the Word, seek the Kingdom, call out to
the King, and proceed boldly.
With Sincere Love,
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A Bit of Background
In order to best understand what’s happening within the story of
Nehemiah, a short historical perspective of the Old Testament is
helpful. After our summer series, The God of Our Fathers, it is
perhaps most helpful to begin with the covenant promises that
God made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
In Genesis 12, the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Abraham is called by God as one who will proclaim and worship
the Name of the Lord as inheritor of the great and precious
promises of the Lord. These promises will pass from generation
to generation in the line of Abraham, until they are ultimately
and thoroughly fulfilled by the true Heir. Jacob, Abraham’s
grandson, will have 12 sons that ultimately forge the twelve
tribes of Israel. As an eventual famine sweeps across the land of
Canaan, God provides a temporary home and refuge for this
family in Egypt.
What began as a place of peace and security for the family of
Jacob gradually becomes a place of hostility and slavery through
the centuries. As the mounting cries of the Israelites go before
the ears of the Lord, God initiates a redemption plan under the
leadership of His servant, Moses. God works powerfully through
Moses to deliver the people out of Egypt, culminating with the
Passover and the crossing of the Red Sea.
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While in the desert at Mt. Sinai, the people enter into covenant
with God. Simply stated, if they are willing to obey and keep His
commandments, they will be blessed; if they disobey, they will
be cursed. The call is to turn from idols and place their full trust
and devotion in the Lord, who will bless them with security,
peace, and joy.
Rather than choosing to trust and obey, the people rebel against
the God of their Fathers. They are disappointed with the lack of
comfort, familiarity, and a favorable plan. They choose to go
after other gods, worship man-made idols, and reject Moses as
God’s appointed leader. Consequently, God leads them away
from the Promised Land, allowing this rebellious generation to
wander for decades. After 40 years of wandering, the people
enter the land as the Lord drives out their enemies through
Joshua and the other judges. While God gives victory after
victory, the people desire to be just like all the other nations
around them. They reject the reign of God in favor of a human
king.
The first king over Israel is Saul, who looks the part. He is strong
and stately, but lacks the grace and devotion to lead, resulting in
his ultimate rejection. God anoints a lowly shepherd as the next
king. David, a man after God’s own heart, proves to be a
tremendous leader, though a flawed human. David will hand
down to his son, Solomon, a period of unmatched peace and
prosperity in Israel. Additionally, he hands over enough riches
for Solomon to build the glorious Temple in Jerusalem, the
place where God’s presence will dwell among His people. After
Solomon’s reign, the people are fiercely divided and the nation
breaks in two.
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The Northern Kingdom, known as Israel, is ruled by a constant
string of wicked, ungodly kings until the nation is swept away in
the Assyrian exile of 722 B.C. The Southern Kingdom, known as
Judah, experiences a mix of faithful and unfaithful kings.
Ultimately, they also face exile for their disobedience to God. In
586 B.C. Jerusalem is ravaged, the Temple is destroyed and the
nation is carried off into the final Babylonian captivity under King
Nebuchadnezzar. The Lord has judged the two kingdoms for
their unfaithfulness, but He remains faithful to His promises and
maintains a posture of mercy towards His people.
The book of Ezra picks up where the chronicles of the kings of
Israel ends. Ezra, an exiled Israelite scribe who returns to
Jerusalem from Persia, tells of the rebuilding of the Temple,
which is completed in 516 B.C., a prophetically significant date
70 years after the fall of Jerusalem. Ezra then “passes the baton”
of God’s redemptive story to Nehemiah. Around 445 B.C.
(roughly 1,400 years after the promises of God made to
Abraham), Nehemiah, the cupbearer of the grand king of Persia,
rises up to return to the land of his forefathers and pursue his
God-given vision to rebuild the walls for the security and peace
of Jerusalem and for the Name and glory of God.
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Nehemiahone
Report from Jerusalem
1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.
Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year,
as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers,
came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them
concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile,
and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant
there in the province who had survived the exile is in great
trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and
its gates are destroyed by fire.”
Nehemiah's Prayer
4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and
mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before
the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the
great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your
ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your
servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people
of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of
Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's
house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you
and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the
rules that you commanded your servant Moses.
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Nehemiahone
Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses,
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the
peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments
and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of
heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the
place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’
8

They are your servants and your people, whom you have
redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand.
10

O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant,
and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your
name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him
mercy in the sight of this man.”
11

Now I was cupbearer to the king.
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK1
PURSUING PURPOSE
1. Can you think of a time where you didn’t pray or wait on God
and you should have? What have you learned about prayer
as you’ve experienced waiting on God?

2. What do we know of Nehemiah’s position and stature? Given
this position, why might it have been easy for Nehemiah to
avoid any action in this story? What about your position/
standing in life keeps you from pursuing godly action/
passions?

3. What is the state of Jerusalem and of the Jewish population
that chose to return there? Why is an unwalled city
problematic or indicative of?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK1
PURSUING PURPOSE
4. What is Nehemiah’s response to hearing about the state of
Jerusalem? What does this tell us about the condition of his
heart?

5. Read Nehemiah 1:5-11. What promise does Nehemiah
recount in his prayer in verses 8-9? What does this tell us
about Nehemiah? How would you react to hear someone
boldly “reminding God of what He said” in prayer?

6. Nehemiah demonstrates a good balance of prayer, planning,
and work throughout this story. Which of these areas comes
easiest/quickest to you? Which is most difficult?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK1
PURSUING PURPOSE
7. God placed a passion and concern in Nehemiah’s heart for
Jerusalem and God’s people. Do you feel you have a good
understanding of “the assignments/passions” that God has
specifically given to you? What are they? If not, how will you
go about discovering them over the next couple months?

8.

What would you like to see happen with your individual and
group prayer life over this series (and beyond)?

Week One Prayer Points:
• Ask God to show you the specific callings, assignments and
passions He has for you in your life.
• Pray that you would have the faith to ask Him expectantly
in prayer.
• Pray that you would have the boldness to pursue whatever
He has for you, even if it’s not the calling He has given to
everyone else.
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ANDnOWWHAT?

Week One Personal Challenge: Make a commitment to pray
for just a few minutes every hour you are awake this week. Set an
alarm or reminder on your watch or phone to remind you. OR
Wake up 20 minutes earlier than usual every day this week and
spend it with the Lord in prayer. Ask Him to reveal specific
purposes and plans for your life.
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NehemiahTWO
Nehemiah Sent to Judah
1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,
when wine was before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the
king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2 And the king
said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This
is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much
afraid. 3 I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should
not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers'
graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?”
4 Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I
prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it
pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your
sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers'
graves, that I may rebuild it.” 6 And the king said to me (the
queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be gone, and
when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I
had given him a time.

And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be
given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that
they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a
letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give
me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the
temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall
occupy.” And the king granted me what I asked, for the good
hand of my God was upon me.
7
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NehemiahTWO
Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem's Walls
9 Then I came to the governors of the province Beyond the River
and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me
officers of the army and horsemen.

But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite
servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had
come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.
11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I
arose in the night, I and a few men with me. And I told no one
what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There
was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 13 I went out
by night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the
Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were
broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire.
10

Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool,
but there was no room for the animal that was under me to pass.
15 Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the
wall, and I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so
returned. 16 And the officials did not know where I had gone or
what I was doing, and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests,
the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.
14
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NehemiahTWO
Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how
Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build
the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision.”
18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon
me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken to
me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they
strengthened their hands for the good work. 19 But when
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and
Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us
and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Are you
rebelling against the king?” 20 Then I replied to them, “The God
of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and
build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.”
17
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK2
We can’t sit here all day
1. Describe what you think it means to “take initiative.”

2. Read Nehemiah 2:1-8. Why are the months mentioned in
Chapter 1 (Chislev) and Chapter 2 (Nisan) important? How
would you rate your capacity to continue sustained prayer
versus immediate action or speech on an issue? How does
Nehemiah’s example of 3-4 months of prayer impact you?

3. Why do you think Nehemiah was afraid when he told the
king about his reason for being sad? Why was this a risk,
based on the reading?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK2
We can’t sit here all day
4. If Jesus asked you, “What are you requesting?” right now (as
the king does in Neh. 2:4), what would you say? How might
this answer shape your prayer life for passion and purpose in
your life?

5. Read the following passages: 1 Thess. 4:3, 1 Thess. 5:18,
1 Peter 2:15, 1 Tim. 2:3-4. What do they hold in common?
Would you consider taking new initiative to pursue the clear,
written will of God in your life? How might this connect with
understanding some more specific callings God has for you?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK2
We can’t sit here all day
6. What qualifications does Nehemiah have to complete the
task of rebuilding Jerusalem? How do “qualifications” act as
a force of either affirmation or restraint for you to take
initiative in what God has for you?

7. Why do you think Nehemiah toured the walls of Jerusalem at
night in secret? Do you think research/fact-finding is
incongruous to faith? Why or why not?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK2
We can’t sit here all day
8. Read Nehemiah 2:17-20. How does Nehemiah appeal to
the people? How do they respond? Interact with the
statement: “Most times, saying Yes to God means saying Yes
to opposition.”

Week Two Prayer Points:
• Pray that you will continue to find the balance between
continuous, sustained prayer and taking action in your life.
• Pray that you will have the strength to pursue
wholeheartedly what God has clearly revealed for you to
do in His Word.
• Pray that you might begin to discern specific vision areas
God is calling you to.
• Pray that you’d be bold to ask God for the ability to pursue
the burdens/passions He’s placed on your heart.
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ANDnOWWHAT?

Week Two Personal Challenge:
• Memorize and pursue the scriptures about God’s will for
your life.
1 Thess. 4:3, 1 Thess. 5:18, 1 Tim. 2:3-4,
1 Peter 2:15.
• Ask God what large and holy pursuits He has for you - if He
lays something or someone on your heart in prayer, share it
with some others you trust and consider how to take
initiative.
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WhenThegoing
Getstough
35

Nehemiahfour
Opposition to the Work
1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he
was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2 And
he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of
Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it
for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day?
Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and
burned ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him,
and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it
he will break down their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we
are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give
them up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. 5 Do
not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from
your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence
of the builders.
So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half
its height, for the people had a mind to work.
6

But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the
Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the
walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches
were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8 And they
all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to
cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a
guard as a protection against them day and night.
7
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Nehemiahfour
In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the
burdens is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will
not be able to rebuild the wall.
10

And our enemies said, “They will not know or see till we come
among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 At that time
the Jews who lived near them came from all directions and said
to us ten times, “You must return to us.” 13 So in the lowest parts
of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the
people by their clans, with their swords, their spears, and their
bows. 14 And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to
the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of
them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight
for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and
your homes.”
11

The Work Resumes
15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God
had frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his
work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on
construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats
of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of
Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried
burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on the
work with one hand and held his weapon with the other.
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Nehemiahfour
And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side
while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside
me. 19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest
of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are
separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place
where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our
God will fight for us.”
18

So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears
from the break of dawn until the stars came out. 22 I also said to
the people at that time, “Let every man and his servant pass the
night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night
and may labor by day.” 23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my
servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us
took off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand.
21
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK3
When the going gets tough
1. How have you faced opposition in your life? Is opposition
always a bad thing?

2. Read Nehemiah 4:1-6. What truths are in the taunts of
Sanballat and Tobiah? Why don’t they matter in the grand
scheme of things?

3. Where do you sense the greatest areas of opposition are for
a follower of Jesus? To what degree do you think opposition
is based in spiritual warfare? How do you tell the difference
between legitimate spiritual/ideological opposition and
something that’s “just in your head”?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK3
When the going gets tough
4. What do you notice about Nehemiah’s response to their
taunts? What does he not do?

5. What might be some poor reactions to opposition in our
lives? What elements of Nehemiah’s response would you like
to emulate more?

6. Read Nehemiah 4:7-9. What do you see specifically present
and in balance in verse 9? In practice, do you think “setting a
guard” demonstrated a lack of trust that God will protect the
Israelites as they work? Why or why not? (see also Neh.
4:15-17)
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK3
When the going gets tough
7. As you read through chapter 4, [what about the people’s
commitment to the working in the face of opposition
challenges or inspires you?] If you honestly examine your
own life, how is your resolve to work at godly tasks in the face
of opposition? What steps might be helpful for you?

8. Read aloud Romans 8:31-38. How would you differentiate
between suffering through criticism/consequences and
opposition specifically for Jesus’ Name? How do these
verses from Romans embolden you as you face opposition in
the pursuit of Christ?

43

DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK3
When the going gets tough
9. After completing this chapter, do you wish your life were
completely free from opposition? How would this affect your
faith? Perhaps consider what Jesus says in Luke 6:26 as you
discuss this.

Week Three Prayer Points:
• Ask God to reveal to you any ways that you react poorly to
opposition.
• Ask that you would always remember to pray before
responding.
• Pray that God would grant you courage to pursue
righteousness even in the face of opposition.
• Pray through the promises of Romans 8:31-38.
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ANDnOWWHAT?

Week Three Personal Challenge: A prevailing concept today is
that of “cancel culture,” which is the action of withdrawing
support from, silencing, writing off, or ‘cancelling’ entirely
another person simply because they think differently from or
oppose you. Think critically about this term and if it has any
roots in your life. Would you commit yourself to a deeper pursuit
of the truth that God has made all humanity in His image? Take
time to consider the story of King David in 1 Samuel 16:5-14.
Think about how this may change your responses to opposition
and challenging people. Additionally, consider how Nehemiah
challenges you to continue pursuing righteous work in the face
of opposition.
45
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Nehemiahfive
Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives
against their Jewish brothers. 2 For there were those who said,
“With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get
grain, that we may eat and keep alive.” 3 There were also those
who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our
houses to get grain because of the famine.” 4 And there were
those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king's tax on
our fields and our vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as the flesh of our
brothers, our children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our
sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters
have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it,
for other men have our fields and our vineyards.” 6 I was very
angry when I heard their outcry and these words.
1

I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the
nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting
interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly
against them 8 and said to them, “We, as far as we are able,
have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to
the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be
sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say.
9 So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you
not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the
nations our enemies?
7
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Nehemiahfive
Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending
them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest.
11 Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their
olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money,
grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.”
12 Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing
from them. We will do as you say.” And I called the priests and
made them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I also shook
out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out
every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep
this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all
the assembly said “Amen” and praised the Lord. And the
people did as they had promised.
10

Nehemiah's Generosity
14 Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their
governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, neither I
nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. 15 The
former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on
the people and took from them for their daily ration forty
shekels of silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people.
But I did not do so, because of the fear of God.
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Nehemiahfive
I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no
land, and all my servants were gathered there for the work.
17 Moreover, there were at my table 150 men, Jews and officials,
besides those who came to us from the nations that were
around us. 18 Now what was prepared at my expense for each
day was one ox and six choice sheep and birds, and every ten
days all kinds of wine in abundance. Yet for all this I did not
demand the food allowance of the governor, because the
service was too heavy on this people. 19 Remember for my good,
O my God, all that I have done for this people.
16
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK4
Oppression and justice
1. Summarize the responsibilities you believe those in positions
of power have to those they have power over.

2. Read Nehemiah 5:1-5. What is the source of the outcry of
the people in this passage? Have you ever heard the cry of
someone in distress or need? How did you react?

3. Read Nehemiah 5:6-9. What is Nehemiah’s initial response?
What do you notice about how he goes on to confront the
nobles and officials? What do you notice about his own
personal response in Neh. 5:14-19?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK4
Oppression and justice
4. Read James 1:19-20. How do you personally apply this
passage, especially in the face of oppression? How does this
passage align with Nehemiah’s response in Neh. 5:6-9?

5. Consider the present issues surrounding injustice and
equality, especially with regard to race and socio-economics.
In what ways do you see others addressing these issues
correctly? How about ways that are unhealthy/unproductive?
(Please remember to allow your discussion to be gracious
and representative of the Savior.) How might Nehemiah’s
example be useful today?

6. In what ways have you extended yourself or your influence to
help others who may be experiencing oppression? How
might you pursue this further?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK4
Oppression and justice
7. Consider the following verses: Psalm 9:7-10; Proverbs
14:31; Proverbs 31:9; Micah 6:8; James 1:27. What do they
reveal about God’s heart for the oppressed? How do they
spur you on to care for the oppressed among us in prayer
and action?

8. Read Romans 12:10. The ESV translation says, “Outdo one
another in showing honor.” How might you begin to apply
this verse more specifically in your life?

Week Four Prayer Points:
• Ask God to reveal areas of injustice or lack of mercy in your
heart and mind.
• Ask God to give you the eyes to see biblical injustice
around you.
• Ask that God would give you boldness to stand with the
suffering, persecuted, or oppressed.
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Week Four Personal Challenge: Consider how to pursue a
relationship with someone who does not look or think like you.
In prayer, ask God to reveal to you people who are being
oppressed locally and globally. Commit to taking action in some
tangible way (relationship - prayer - financial - etc). Memorize
Romans 12:10, considering how you can truly “outdo one
another in showing honor.”
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Nehemiahsix

Conspiracy Against Nehemiah
1 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the
rest of our enemies heard that I had built the wall and that there
was no breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up
the doors in the gates), 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me,
saying, “Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the
plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3 And I sent
messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I
cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it
and come down to you?” 4 And they sent to me four times in this
way, and I answered them in the same manner. 5 In the same way
Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open
letter in his hand.
In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and
Geshem also says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that
is why you are building the wall. And according to these reports
you wish to become their king. 7 And you have also set up
prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a
king in Judah.’ And now the king will hear of these reports. So
now come and let us take counsel together.” 8 Then I sent to
him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done, for you
are inventing them out of your own mind.” 9 For they all wanted
to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work,
and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.
10 Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of
Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was confined to his home, he
said,
6
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“Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple.
Let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill
you. They are coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I said, “Should
such a man as I run away? And what man such as I could go into
the temple and live? I will not go in.” 12 And I understood and
saw that God had not sent him, but he had pronounced the
prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him. 13 For this purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid and
act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in
order to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my
God, according to these things that they did, and also the
prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to
make me afraid.
The Wall Is Finished
15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month
Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all
the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own
esteem, for they perceived that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God. 17 Moreover, in those
days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and
Tobiah's letters came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound
by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the
son of Arah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of
Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also they spoke of
his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him.
And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid.
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK5
When god is in it
1. Talk about a time when you were growing up and you
wanted to quit something. What happened?

2. In verses 1-4 how does Nehemiah respond to the invitation
of Sanballat and Geshem to meet with him? Why do you
think Nehemiah responds this way? What things distract you
from focusing on the things that you feel God has called you
to do?

3. Nehemiah met resistance while he was involved in a project
of God’s doing. Oftentimes when one is acting within God’s
plans there will be resistance. Describe a time when you
experienced this personally. How did you overcome it?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK5
When god is in it
4. In verses 5-7 what subtle and not-so-subtle tactics does
Sanballat use in his fifth attempt to meet with Nehemiah?

5. How does Nehemiah respond to the intimidation and
slander? Have you ever known people were talking about
you and saying things that weren’t true? How did you
respond? How did your response compare with Nehemiah’s?

6. In verses 10-13 what would have made Shemaiah’s
suggestion enticing? Why was Shemaiah’s suggestion a bad
one? (See Num 18:7) Does Nehemiah know when he goes
that this is a trap?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK5
When god is in it
7. Do you find that sin seems more attractive when you are
tired, discouraged, misunderstood or threatened? Why do
you think that is? What messages do the media and our
culture give about sin, pain, and difficulty? How does God
continue to guide Nehemiah during this trial?

8. Scan back through the first five chapters up until this point.
How many times does Nehemiah talk about praying or pray?
What do you notice about his prayer life? How does the way
he prays compare to the way you pray?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK5
When god is in it
9. Verses 15- 16 state that when the wall was completed in 52
days it was evidence to all “that this work had been done
with the help of our God.” Describe a time when you
completed a God-honoring task or project and realized that
the work had been done with the help of God.

Week Five Prayer Points:
• Write down some of the biggest challenges you are
presently facing.
• Spend time in prayer asking God for discernment, courage,
and strength to persevere for His glory.
• Pray for God to reveal His purpose and perspective in
those challenges.
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Week Five Personal Challenge: Your small group leader has a
list of potential opportunities to serve our community in ways
that are “larger than ourselves.” Seek to pursue active service
as an individual, small group, and/or family this week and see
what God does with it!
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Nehemiaheight
Ezra Reads the Law
1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before
the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book
of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could understand what they heard, on
the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing
the square before the Water Gate from early morning until
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand. And the ears of all the people were
attentive to the Book of the Law.

And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had
made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema,
Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their
heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
4
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Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the
Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the
people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book,
from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading.
7

This Day Is Holy
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the
people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the
Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready,
for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the
people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be
grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink
and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they
had understood the words that were declared to them.
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Revelation. Revival. These are two words that, when examined with
any sort of depth, reveal a weight that we aren’t used to seeing.
Revelation and revival are more than just buzz-words in the church or
words that we use in prayer. They are words that stir up a deep
longing, a prayer that our eyes would be open and that we would
become more aware of who He is.
In the book of Psalms David writes:
Be generous with me and I’ll live a full life; not for a minute will
I take my eyes off your road. Open my eyes so I can see what
you show me of your miracle-wonders. I’m a stranger in these
parts; give me clear directions. My soul is starved and hungry,
ravenous! —insatiable for your nourishing commands.
Psalm 119:17-19 MSG
That is our prayer for this night of worship. That God would open our
eyes, that we would come to Him with a longing to take a step closer
to Him. So please join us Thursday, October 22 at 7 PM in the Pine
Knolls sanctuary to do just that.
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK6
Revelation and revival
1. When did you first “become serious” about reading the
Bible? If this has never been true for you, why not?

2. Have you attempted any of the reading plans offered at Pine
Knolls in the last year? If so, how have those plans grown and
shaped you in the last year?

3. Read Ezra 7:10. What were the priorities of Ezra’s life? Of
the three things Ezra determined to do, which area do you
think you need the most growth?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK6
Revelation and revival
4. Read Nehemiah 8:1-6 (and fight your way through verse 4!)
To celebrate the completion of the rebuilt walls around
Jerusalem, what activity was planned for all the people?
How did they respond? Describe your own responses to the
commands, stories, and/or promises of scripture.

5. How has time spent in God’s Word helped you to:

- Know who God is?
- Understand yourself better?
- Stand firm in your faith?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK6
Revelation and revival
6. Describe a time when the truth of God’s Word grinded
against what you really wanted in life. What did you choose
to do and why?

7. Read Nehemiah 8:8-10. What response does Ezra
encourage from the people here? How would you define/
describe the “joy of the Lord” to someone? In what way is
that joy your strength?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK6
Revelation and revival
8. Take the time to read Ephesians 1 and 2 together as a
group, remembering that Ezra read the scriptures for 6 hours
with the people of Jerusalem! How does this passage and its
many promises bless and encourage you to stand firm in the
week ahead?

Week Six Prayer Points:
• Make a list and pray through the specific blessings and
promises of God in Ephesians 1 and 2.
• Ask God for deeper devotion and discipline to remain in
His Word daily.
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Week Six Personal Challenge: Commit yourself to 15 minutes
of daily time in God’s Word throughout this week. Suggestions
for reading: spend the week reading through the whole Book of
Nehemiah OR read through the books of Ephesians &
Philippians.
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Nehemiaheight
Feast of Booths Celebrated
13 On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the
people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra
the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 14 And they
found it written in the Law that the Lord had commanded by
Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during
the feast of the seventh month, 15 and that they should proclaim
it and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to
the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm,
and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.”
So the people went out and brought them and made booths
for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the
courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate
and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the
assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made
booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the
son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so.
And there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day, from the
first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of
God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day
there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.
16
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The People of Israel Confess Their Sin
1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of
Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with
earth on their heads. 2 And the Israelites separated themselves
from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the
iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place and
read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a
quarter of the day; for another quarter of it they made
confession and worshiped the Lord their God. 4 On the stairs of
the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni,
Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani; and they cried with a loud voice
to the Lord their God. 5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani,
Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah,
said, “Stand up and bless the Lord your God from everlasting to
everlasting. Blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted
above all blessing and praise.
“You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on
it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them;
and the host of heaven worships you. 7 You are the Lord, the
God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his
heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to
give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you
have kept your promise, for you are righteous.
6
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“And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard
their cry at the Red Sea, 10 and performed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his
land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers.
And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. 11 And you
divided the sea before them, so that they went through the
midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the
depths, as a stone into mighty waters. 12 By a pillar of cloud you
led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for
them the way in which they should go. 13 You came down on
Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them
right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments,
14 and you made known to them your holy Sabbath and
commanded them commandments and statutes and a law by
Moses your servant. 15 You gave them bread from heaven for
their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their
thirst, and you told them to go in to possess the land that you
had sworn to give them.
16 “But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened
their neck and did not obey your commandments. 17 They
refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you
performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and
appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you
are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them.
9
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Even when they had made for themselves a golden calf and
said, ‘This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and
had committed great blasphemies, 19 you in your great mercies
did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to
lead them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night to light for them the way by which they
should go. 20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did
not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them water
for their thirst. 21 Forty years you sustained them in the
wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear
out and their feet did not swell.
22 “And you gave them kingdoms and peoples and allotted to
them every corner. So they took possession of the land of Sihon
king of Heshbon and the land of Og king of Bashan. 23 You
multiplied their children as the stars of heaven, and you brought
them into the land that you had told their fathers to enter and
possess. 24 So the descendants went in and possessed the land,
and you subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, the
Canaanites, and gave them into their hand, with their kings and
the peoples of the land, that they might do with them as they
would. 25 And they captured fortified cities and a rich land, and
took possession of houses full of all good things, cisterns already
hewn, vineyards, olive orchards and fruit trees in abundance. So
they ate and were filled and became fat and delighted
themselves in your great goodness.
18
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“Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against
you and cast your law behind their back and killed your
prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to
you, and they committed great blasphemies.
27 Therefore you gave them into the hand of their enemies, who
made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they cried
out to you and you heard them from heaven, and according to
your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them from
the hand of their enemies. 28 But after they had rest they did evil
again before you, and you abandoned them to the hand of their
enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet when they
turned and cried to you, you heard from heaven, and many
times you delivered them according to your mercies. 29 And you
warned them in order to turn them back to your law. Yet they
acted presumptuously and did not obey your commandments,
but sinned against your rules, which if a person does them, he
shall live by them, and they turned a stubborn shoulder and
stiffened their neck and would not obey. 30 Many years you bore
with them and warned them by your Spirit through your
prophets. Yet they would not give ear. Therefore you gave them
into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 31 Nevertheless, in
your great mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake
them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.
26
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“Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love, let not
all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, upon
our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and
all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until this
day. 33 Yet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us,
for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly.
34 Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not
kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and your
warnings that you gave them. 35 Even in their own kingdom, and
amid your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large
and rich land that you set before them, they did not serve you or
turn from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we are slaves this day; in
the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its
good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 37 And its rich yield goes to
the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They
rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and
we are in great distress.
38 “Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the
sealed document are the names of our princes, our Levites, and
our priests.
32
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK7
Taking time to celebrate
1. As you view the Bible and Christian faith, do you find
celebration and rejoicing to be a big (and necessary) part of
it? Have you found Christian celebration to be in balance
with mourning and lamenting in your experience?

2. Read Nehemiah 8:9-18. Why do you think the initial
response was mourning? What does Nehemiah tell the
people to do instead?

3. What ancient practice of Israel is restored in these verses?
Can you think of any spiritual disciplines of the Christian faith
that you haven’t practiced in awhile?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK7
Taking time to celebrate
4. Considering the example of Nehemiah in Jerusalem, why do
you think it’s important to pause the work of building to
celebrate the moments and milestones of faith?

5. Nehemiah 9 holds a different tone, yet remains part of the
celebration. What elements are present? What major events
do the people recount? Why do you think they are retold?

6. How does confession of sin (personal or generational) fit into
the celebration and renewal the people are experiencing?
What is the connection between the days they spend in the
word and the confessions they make? How has this been true
in your life?
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONSWEEK7
Taking time to celebrate
7. Read Revelation 19:1-9 and Luke 15:3-10. Describe the
spectacular celebrations found in these passages. Do you
feel you maintain a heart of celebration for the things of
God? Who or what has taken this from you? (Ask God to
restore it!)

8. The tangible and obvious work of Nehemiah is rebuilding the
broken down walls of Jerusalem. But the story isn’t entirely
about this - it’s about the greater work of God renewing the
faith of a broken down people. How have you seen God at
work in your life in this way? How has/is He renewing and
rebuilding your faith? How will you continue to recount it and
celebrate the goodness of the Lord?

Week Seven Prayer Points:
• Pray for the confession of sin, knowing that God is faithful
to forgive.
• Ask that God would restore you with a celebratory heart for
the things He is rebuilding in your life and in our world.
• Ask for strength to pursue lost spiritual disciplines that will
help you draw nearer to Him.
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Week Seven Personal Challenge: Just as the Jews revived the
observation of the feast of Tabernacles, this week’s challenge is
to revive the ancient observation of fasting. Choose one day this
week to fast from sun-up to sun-down to remind you to meditate
on God. Consider taking some time to make a list of God’s
wonderful deeds in your life. If you can’t fast from food, consider
fasting from television, social media, or sugar. Remember that
the point is to draw nearer to God, grasping the truth that He is
our deepest need in life!
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Dream Big: Know What You Want, Why You Want It, and What
You’re Going to Do About It, Bob Goff
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Crossway, 2001.
BibleGateway.com,

www.biblegateway.com/versions/English-Standard-Version/#booklist

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary with the NIV Version Volume
4, Ezra & Nehemiah, Edwin Yamauchi
Ezra & Nehemiah, Derek Kidner
Nehemiah: A Guide, The Village Church Resources
New International Biblical Commentary - Ezra, Nehemiah, and
Esther, Leslie Allen and Timothy Laniak
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