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Godly Habits: 
Memorizing 

Scripture 

By Bill 
Church  

“Man does not live on 
bread alone, but on 
every word that 
comes from the 
mouth of God.” – 
Jesus Christ 

 God’s Word is 
life according to Jesus. 
It is oxygen to our spiritual 
well being. Without a 
steady intake we grow 
spiritually weak or dead. 
But it gives life only as we 
ingest it.  When it comes to 
the Bible, it’s good to 
inhale.   
 The best way to 
inhale God’s Word is to 
memorize it.  Memorizing 
passages from the Bible 
seems to be out of vogue in 
our day, but it has been the 

practice of godly Christians 
for millennia.  
Why spend time 
memorizing God’s Word 
when we can read it from 
our apps wherever we find 
ourselves? Let me suggest 
a few reasons. 
TRANSFORMATION: We 
internalize God’s Word 
much better when we 
commit it to memory. 
Memorization allows us to 
ruminate on God’s truths 
more than mere reading. In 

turn, our minds are 
renewed as we gain a 
deeper understanding of 
God’s truth and absorb His 
values.   
 A renewed mind 
leads to a transformed life. 
This is precisely what Paul 
refers to when he writes, 
“Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be 
transformed by the 
renewing your mind.” 
There are several ways to 
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THE MESSENGER

Pine Knolls’ mission team had a successful trip to 
Cambodia last month, where testimonies were shared 
and Christ’s love was prevalent. See page 6 for more 

awesome photos of their trip!

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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“get on base” when it 
comes to renewing our 
minds – prayer, reading 
Scripture, etc. - but when 
we memorize God’s Word 
we hit a homerun.  
 PURITY: As we 
internalize God’s Word 
through memorization it 
has a purifying effect on 
our minds. Committing 
Scripture to memory is the 
best way to allow the Word 
of God to penetrate our 
souls and spirits, and judge 
the thoughts and attitudes 
of our hearts as described 
in Hebrews. Remember the 
Psalmist’s testimony: “I 
have hidden your word in 
my heart that I might not 
sin against you.” (Psalm 
119:11) 
 PRAYER:  
Memorization enables us to 
pray more effectively 
because we are 
internalizing biblical 
patterns of speech and 
thought. We are able to call 
to mind God’s promises 
and God’s commands and 
use God’s own words as 
we pray.  
 APPRECIATION: 
When we make the effort to 
memorize God’s Word we 
gain a new level of 
appreciation for its life 
changing power. In the 
words of the Psalmist, the 
Scriptures become “more 
precious than gold” and 
“sweeter than honey.”  
Committing larger 
passages to memory is 

more effective than 
memorizing a few favorite 
isolated verses. I suggest 
beginning with passages 
such as Psalm 1, Psalm 
23, I Corinthians 13, 
Colossians 3:1-17. Work on 
memorizing your passage 
daily for two months, then 
move on to another 
passage. Space does not 
allow me to address the 
“hows” of memorization, 
but here is a link to a 
helpful article that shows 
how to begin memorizing 
Scripture: https://
www.thegospelcoalition.o
rg/article/how-
memorization-feeds-
your-imagination/ 
My experience of 
committing the Scriptures 
to memory has been 
extremely gratifying. The 
time spent memorizing and 
meditating on God’s Word 
is time that fills my mind 
with truth and hope rather 
than time spent worrying or 
thinking bad thoughts.  
And, as a person in his late 
60’s I want to keep my 
mind active. What a better 
way to exercise my mind 
than committing God’s 
Word to memory! 
 My favorite times for 
memorizing are while I am 
taking my daily walk, 
driving, and before I get out 
of bed in the morning.  
I sometimes hear people 
say, “ I’m not good at 
memorizing” and with that 
they dismiss any attempts 

to commit the Scriptures to 
memory. Kindly, please 
don’t sell yourself short and 
deny yourself a blessing by 
using such an excuse.  You 
can do it if you will make an 
effort, and God will honor it.  
According to Jesus, God’s 
Word is life. Inhale it by 
committing it to memory. 
Take it into your deepest 
being. Ruminate and 
meditate on it. As you do, 
you may find a new source 
of spiritual oxygen leading 
to renewed spiritual power 
and growth.  
Pastor Bill 
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Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, 

downstairs in Children’s 
Ministry, Sundays at  

9:00 a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, 
Wednesdays, at  6 p.m. 
downstairs in Children’s 

Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the 

Student Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s 

gathering, Saturdays 7:30 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 
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By Justin 
Fischer 

Over the 
past few 
months we 

have been 
sharing the four core 
beliefs of Family Ministry at 
Pine Knolls. These beliefs 
are driving the way that we 
are doing things within 
Family Ministry, and, in 
many ways, as a church. 
So, let’s have a quick recap 
of the first two core beliefs. 
 1. We believe 
parents are best 
positioned to be the 
spiritual leaders for their 
children. 
 Parents, on average, 
spend WAY more time with 
their kids than just about 
anyone else. In most cases 
it is not even close. While 
time alone does not define 
the impact that parents will 
have, they are certainly 
best positioned to be the 
spiritual leaders.  
Note: “Parent” here means 
the person or people 
fulfilling the parental role in 
the life of a young person. 

 2. We believe every 
child needs other caring 
adults regularly investing 
in their spiritual growth. 
 Even though parents 
are best positioned to be 
the spiritual leaders for 
their kids, it is important to 
have other adults investing 
in their spiritual growth, as 
well. Sometimes kids hear 
things differently from 
different people. Plus, it is 
important for kids to 
observe others, outside of 
their family, practicing and 
growing in their faith. 
 Alright. Now that you 
have been refreshed on the 
first two, let me share the 
third core belief with you. 
 3. We believe the 
church is best positioned 
to reach families in our 
community with the 
gospel. 
 Last week I heard a 
statistic that absolutely 
blew my mind. Seriously, I 
didn’t even believe it. So, I 

researched it a bit myself to 
see what I could find, and 
found out that it was true. 
What was the statistic that I 
just couldn’t believe? It is 
this… 
 Churches 
outnumber schools in the 
United States 4 to 1. 
 Think about that with 
me. For every school 
district in the U.S. there are 
4 churches. Now, some of 
the churches are small, and 
some schools are not all 
that near to any churches, 
but this is still a remarkable 
statistic. Think about the 
school district that you live 
in. How many churches fall 
within the boundaries for 
that district? Probably quite 
a few.  
 Here is the point - 
the church has an 
incredible opportunity to 
make a huge impact within 
the schools, young people, 
and families of America. 
We have the chance to 
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Impact

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry
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team up and cover every 
school, student, principal, 
teacher, custodian, 
administrator, aid, bus 
driver, and lunch lady in 
prayer. We have the 
opportunity to share the 
hope and healing of Jesus 
with the schools and 
families of our community.  
 If you are a bit 
skeptical, you might be 
thinking, “But people are 
so opposed to churches. 
They will never listen to 
what the church has to 
say.” In many cases you 
are probably right! That is 
why it is so important to 
have individuals, 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, and equipped by the 
local church, who are 
willing to be used to make 
an impact. We need 
students who are willing to 
be missionaries in their 
schools, and adults who 
are missionaries in their 
workplaces and 
neighborhoods. 
 Where might we find 
such individuals? Where 
might they get inspired to 
do this work? Where might 
they get trained to take on 
this God-sized task? In the 
church. That is why we 
believe the church is best 
positioned to reach families 
in our community with the 
gospel! 
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Less Stress and More Jesus 
This Christmas!  

Ladies, are YOU in!? 

Ladies of all ages - this means you too teens! 
YOU ARE INVITED!!   

Friday, November 30, 6:30 p.m. 

This year our Ladies Christmas 
Gathering is looking different. 

We live in a fast paced - pack it all in 
world.  What would happen if we 
slowed down and did something 

different this year?  

Join us for a casual evening as we focus on 
the heart of the season.  Gain ideas for 

making the holidays less stressful and more 
meaningful.  Enjoy an easy, yet elegant 

craft, sing by candlelight and other calming 
moments to focus on Jesus. 

Moms of young ones - YOU ARE IMPORTANT 
TO US!  Childcare will be provided!  Please 

sign up at the table in the foyer. 

Remember - LESS STRESS!  Only bring a snack if it’s 
easy for you. 

 Let’s choose to start our December by 
breathing in the peace of Christ! 
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 Mission weekend is 
coming up Nov 16-18, and 
we will continue to explore 
the ways we are Positioned 
with a Purpose in order 
reach people all over the 
world with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.  
 Friday evening, Pine 
Knolls will host a dinner  
from 6-8:30. The dinner is 
free and open to all who 
would like to hear Dr 
Wayne and Suzanne 
Spronk share about their 
efforts to reach people in 
Mali.   
 To adequately 
prepare for this meal, 
please sign up at the 
Information Center. 
 Saturday morning at 
7:30 Men’s Ministry will 
host a breakfast.  During 
this time, the men will have 
a chance to hear from Bob 
Guay as he shares the 
lessons he learned on his 
trip to Cambodia. 

 On Sunday morning 
we will have the opportunity 
to hear from our 
Cambodian Team as they 
share experiences from 
their recent trip. 
 About  the Spronks:  
Wayne is an Internal 
Medicine doctor with a life-
long interest in tropical and 
missionary medicine. He 
served in Tijuana, Mexico, 
and Southern Nigeria when 
he was younger for short-
terms, and then at Bongolo 
Hospital in Gabon in 
2005-2007, before being 
blessed to leave for Mali in 
2014. Presently in Mali 
Wayne works treating 
strokes, AIDS, TB, 
diabetes, hypertension, 
pneumonias, inpatient and 
outpatient with lots of 
ultrasound use for 
diagnoses! 
 Suzanne is an 
English-as-a-Second 
Language (ESL) teacher 

with a Master’s degree in 
Linguistics. She taught ESL 
at SUNY Plattsburgh part-
time as well as 
homeschooling their 4 
children: Pascal, Emma, 
Andre and Hosanna. 
 The Hospital for 
Women and Children in 
Koutiala is just over 11 
years old. Approximately 
20,000 babies have been 
born there. The patient 
population is 95% Muslim.    
 The Hospital has all 
Christian staff, including 7 
Malian doctors, and many 
nurses. It focuses on 
maternity and pediatrics as 
they are areas of highest 
mortality. Koutiala has been 
relatively spared from the 
violence of Northern Mali 
which saw a coup d’etat 
and civil war in 
2012 after Libya 
had political 
changes.
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Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA

Upcoming Missions 
Conference: PK 
Welcomes the 

Spronks from Mali
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Celebrating our Partnership with Soeuth and Syna Lao in Cambodia! 

Praise the Lord for Answered Prayers for a Safe Trip spent sharing the love of Christ. 
Please continue to pray for the Lao’s, the people of Cambodia, and for new hearts to be 

stirred, so we may GO! And make Disciples of ALL Nations! 
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By Rob Munyon,  
CSLH Committee  

 Renovations are 
progressing at 10 North 
Oak St., in Hudson Falls 
as we are preparing for it 
to become:  
GATEHOUSE – a 
Christian Sober Living 
House.  A year ago we 
purchased this 
foreclosed house, plans 
were drawn up and last 
winter we began the 
renovations.  
  Our renovation 
plans include an 
expanded kitchen area, 
new bathrooms, new 
stairwell, added bedroom downstairs, new laundry area, and larger living room area.  We 
have completed the roof repair including the removal of 2 chimneys.  The new heating 
system is almost completed.  There has been a lot of demo work followed by the framing 
of new walls and the plumbing/electric is roughed in.  
 We have relied on many volunteers from the congregation of Pine Knolls.  The response 
has been very positive and more volunteers will be needed in the coming months.  The purchase 
and renovation costs have been covered by donations.   We are excited about the possibility of 
reaching our goal of a debt-free and very functional Christian Sober Living House by the Spring 
of 2019.  

An Update GATEHOUSE, Christian Sober Living House 

GriefShare Holiday Reflections  
Friday, Dec. 7, 7-8:30 p.m. in the foyer.  

Pastor Steve will be focusing on a heart of love 
through the difficulties of pain. The evening will 

have personal testimonies, worship, and 
candlelight remembrance.   
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Pine Knolls exists to experience  
and share the hope and healing of Jesus.

PKA Support Groups 
Celebrate Recovery Sundays 6-8:30 

pm, PKA foyer  
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sun. of 

the month) 
Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has 

interfered with your spiritual life? Celebrate 
Recovery is a 12-step Christ-centered 

recovery program. No fee, and confidentiality 
is respected. 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this 

program helps teens avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing God’s 

incredible forgiveness and healing. Sundays 
6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

GriefShare   
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The Potter’s House 

Financial Information for 
Financials: September 

Actual	 $89,334	 YTD	 $673,525	
Budget	 $85,500	 YTD	 $666,900	
Over	 $3,834	 Over	 $6,625	

Benevolent	$2,312	 YTD	 $23,210	
Missions	 $5,550	 YTD	 $51,284	

Debt	ReducEon	$535	 YTD	 $7,760	

Remaining	on	the	mortgage	 $161,491	

The Festival of Trees is Coming 
Back to Pine Knolls Again This Year! 
Trees are available on a first come, first serve basis so sign up 

early. All Groups are invited to participate – what is a group????  
A group is – a ministry, a family, a small group or a serving 

group.  We will have trees of various sizes available and placed 
in specific spots throughout our foyer. Groups decorating must 

provide their own lights and decorations and a theme for their tree. Be Creative! Groups can 
begin decorating their tree the week of November 26.  We will need all trees decorated by 
Dec.  6.  Sign up at the information center 

now.   Don’t miss out on all the fun!!! 


