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By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 My wife, Anne 
Marie, and I have 
often commented on 
the changes our 
grandparents 
experienced during 
their lifetime.  
Microwaves, 
television, air travel, 
computers, the 
internet, telephone, rapid 
transport of perishable food 
stuffs and a host of entirely 
new inventions or progress 
in existing systems brought 
incredible change to their 
lives.  
 I don’t know if the 
technologies that have 
been developed in my 
lifetime are as evident, but 
the EFFECTS of these 

technologies on the church 
are coming into focus.  Let 
me preface my comments 
by saying, “I am not ANTI-
technology.”  I’m grateful 
for the chance to Skype my 
grand-daughters.  E-mail is 
incredibly helpful as a 
means to communicate.  
And the internet makes 
information incredibly 
accessible.  I’m grateful for 

these realities.  AND I’m 
sorting out some of the 
effects of technology and 
our use of technology on 
how we live out our faith in 
the context of the local 
church.   
 Gathering –  
Technology has made 
working remotely a reality.  
In fact you can attend 
school, receive counseling 
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THE MESSENGER

Upcoming Church Picnic and 
Baptisms at Moreau Lake  

SAVE THE DATE! Pine Knolls will be having our church picnic and 
Baptism ceremony at Moreau Lake again this year, on June 10. If 
you are interested in participating in the Baptism please pick up a 
Baptism packet at the information center and return it by May 13.  

Stay tuned for more details on the picnic!

Faith and 
Technology

The Pastor’s 
Pen



Pine Knolls Alliance Church May 2018
and even worship remotely.  
One of the largest churches 
in America touches people 
across our nation through 
an online worship service 
that people can experience 
through live streaming.  
Millions of other Christians 
in America choose to 
physically attend their 
church less often but still 
access the message or 
worship online at a time 
that is more convenient for 
them. 
 Technology expands 
possibilities . . . . no brick 
and mortar church can 
conduct services that can 
be experienced at any time 
and from any place.     
 Technology can also 
confuse.  A service 
constrained by time and 
place forces us to confront 
our priorities.  Will I arrange 
my schedule around a 
service OR will I “fit it in” at 
a time that is convenient for 
me?  Or at a time when I 
can accomplish two things 
at once? 
 Relationships – 
Facebook has redefined 
the word “friend” to mean 
someone who has a tiny 
window into my life.  I get to 
decide what they see.  
They get to choose when 
and how they connect to 
the “me” they see.  I like 
the control and 
convenience of relating to 
“friends” this way.  But even 
as we gain control and 
convenience, do we lose 

something important when 
we connect with others 
primarily through 
technology?  I believe we 
do.  In fact, I’d suggest that 
if we reallocated 50% of the 
energy we spend on tech 
communication and move it 
to face-to-face 
communication we would 
be more connected to 
others in ways that come 
closer to what God 
intended for us. 
 Rhythms/Pace –  I 
love my DVR.  I get to 
watch a show at a time of 
my own choosing . . . .and 
without the commercials.  
So a 2 hour game becomes 
55 minutes.  How cool is 
that?  Technology’s most 
prevalent promise is that 
we’ll become more 
efficient, more productive 
and more relaxed because 
of the time saved by using 
it.  You could argue it has 
delivered on the first two 
but you’d have a tough time 
making the case that we 
are more relaxed.  Could it 
be that God has a purpose 
of the “dead space” in our 
days?  Is it possible that we 
are actually doing damage 
to our souls when we 
creatively find ways to do 
more . . . . .  and more . . . . 
.  and more? 
 Body Life -   The 
picture God paints for 
Christians is one of inter-
dependence (1 Corinthians 
12).  The eye doesn’t 
discount the importance of 

the ear.  The hand doesn’t 
declare its independence 
from the foot.  The parts 
come together to make the 
whole.  We are not, in 
ourselves, whole.  This is 
tough for Americans to fully 
grasp or appreciate.  We 
like our independence.  We 
want to be self-sufficient.  
Engaging in a local 
congregation is partly about 
receiving something – 
friendship, sense of 
belonging, biblical 
instruction, support – we 
need.  But it’s also about 
connecting because others 
need something that would 
be missing if you declared 
your independence. 
 I realize I’m running 
the risk of sounding like I’m 
an advocate for the “good 
old days”.  Not so.  We are 
moving forward.  But as we 
move forward 
technologically my prayer is 
that we’ll respect: what it 
means to be humans made 
in the image of God, what it 
means to guard and grow 
our hearts, and what it 
means to be the church. 
 I’d love to hear your 
reaction to this article.  You 
can contact me at 
svandixhorn@pineknolls.net . 
. . . or better yet, invite me 
out for a cup of coffee. 

Pastor Steve 
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By 
Teanna 
Fullen  

In last 
month’s 
newsletter, 

Pastor Justin talked about 
how a teenager needs to 
know that they have a 
place to belong. A sense of 
belonging defines and 
influences what a teenager 
does, says, and pursues.  
Younger children also have 
an innate desire to belong, 
to be loved, and to feel a 
sense of safety and 
security. Helping children 
form a healthy pace in life 
is a key way for this to 
happen. 
 As most new 
parents quickly discover, an 
infant is unpredictable. 
They have odd sleeping 
and feeding schedules, 
they cry sometimes for 
what appears to be no 
reason, and they can 
quickly turn a very 
organized and competent 
person into an exhausted 
mess. However, our deep 

love for this tiny human 
keeps us going, and we 
quickly discover that we 
need a plan. We need a 
rhythm in order to function. 
As a baby grows older, they 
begin to thrive on routine. A 
parent can begin to see a 
pattern emerge for feeding 
and sleeping. All you have 
to do is change up the 
bedtime routine for a 
preschooler to see that the 
evening is not going to end 
well. Children thrive on 
routine and the sense of 
security that it provides. 
 So much of the pace 
of life with children is driven 
by external factors. A 
parent’s work schedule, 
appointments, and the 
ultimate rhythm setter…the 
school calendar. Before a 
child is in school you have 
more control over your 
time.  Once a child gets in 
school, your time is 
dictated by the school 
calendar. It affects when 
you take a vacation, when 
you schedule 

appointments, when your 
child participates in 
extracurricular activities, 
and when you can have 
family time. 
 In today’s world, it is 
not unusual for a child to be 
involved in many activities. 
There are an abundance of 
ways that a child, (and 
adult) can fill their calendar. 
An over-scheduled child, or 
a child whose routine and 
rhythm of life is consistently 
disrupted, will feel out of 
control. They will lose their 
sense of security. They will 
not just have a change of 
behavior, but may actually 
exhibit physical symptoms.  
Some children will have 
excessive headaches, 
stomachaches, or the 
changes in behavior will 
cause parents, and 
teachers to be concerned. 
We need to take the 
opportunity as our child 
gets older and in school, to 
teach them about making 
healthy choices with our 
time. It is essential to their 
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overall health and well 
being. 
 How can we as 
Christian parents help our 
children to have a sense of 
belonging, safety, and 
love? How can we show 
our children that they are 
not only loved by us, but by 
a big, big God? We can 
start by having time as a 
family, and time with God. 
Moses told Israel to teach 
their children during the 
routine times of life: 
mealtime, drive time, and 
bedtime. (very 
paraphrased!), (See Deut. 
6:7.) So what does that 
look like in today’s busy, 
and overscheduled family?  
 If you get to spend 
more time with your child 
during breakfast, (or 
dinner), use that time to 
begin (or end), your day 
with a family devotion.  It 
doesn’t have to be long. It 
doesn’t even have to be 
every day. The average 
child has an attention span 
equal to their age: a two 
year old can pay attention 
for about two minutes, a 
ten year old about ten 
minutes. Use that time to 
discover together a Bible 
story, a Bible verse, or 
even a song. Talk about the 
meaning and how God can 
use it in your life.  There 
are many devotionals 
available for children, even 
young children. 
 Pray with and for 
your child.  A young child 

can learn how to talk to 
God.  They are actually 
some of the most honest 
and pure prayers that I 
have heard!  A child says 
what they are thinking 
without the pressure of 
putting it into “church” 
words. Prayer can happen 
at bedtimes, mealtimes, 
drive times, good times, 
difficult times. The point is 
to just pray together, and 
encourage your child to 
have this open dialogue 
with God anytime they want 
to. Especially when they 
are feeling overwhelmed or 
stressed and need to quiet 
their heart. Also, don’t 
forget to encourage them to 
“thank God” in all things. 
 Challenge your child 
to memorize a Bible Verse 
with you.  Choose a verse 
that the entire family can 
memorize together. Here’s 
something I know from our 
Awana program…the 
children usually memorize 
it first!  Children are 
fantastic at memorizing 
compared to most adults. 
You could even have the 
verses posted on the 
refrigerator once you 
memorize them. 
 Show up! Show up 
for each other’s stuff.  If 
your family isn’t fortunate 
enough to have 
grandparents living nearby, 
invite some empty nesters, 
or other church members 
you know to attend a 
school play, a recital, or a 

game. It will help your child 
to make connections 
between family and church 
family, and it will definitely 
bless the adults attending! 
Make attendance at your 
child’s programs and 
events a priority in your 
schedule. They won’t forget 
it, and you won’t either 
 Spend some time 
each day debriefing. Ask 
your child about their day. 
What exciting things 
happened ? Or, what 
challenges did they face? 
How can their faith in God 
help them during these 
times? Teach your child to 
rely on God for strength. 
 Most of all, tell your 
child how much you love 
them, and how much God 
loves them. Take the time 
to just be together as a 
family, no agenda, just be 
together. Play a game, read 
a book, talk, pray, just 
spend time in one 
another’s company. This 
will help your child feel a 
sense of love and 
belonging. Not just to your 
family, but to the family of 
God. 
 I look forward to 
hearing how your family 
spends time together.  See 
you in church! 
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By Jennie Anderson   
  
 This past March, I 
had the privilege to work 
with an amazing ministry 
that has been encouraging 
Chinese House Church 
Pastors for the past 18 
years. 
 This all began in the 
Fall of 2008 when the  
GOD of the WORD  Bible 
study was offered at Ladies 
Bible Study as a little study 
in Genesis.  Over the years 
the study developed into an 
8 part series, that takes 
students through the Bible, 
from Genesis to 
Revelation.   I have seen 
many lives change, as 
participants understand the 
story of Scripture, and grow 
in their relationship with the 
LORD.  Not only is the 
study enjoyed locally, it is 
also being translated into 
Chinese.  House Church 
fellowships in China have 
begun using this resource. 
 In the Spring of 
2017, the author of the 
study, Debbi Hammond, 

was invited to Asia to offer 
training about GOD of the 
WORD.   Since, I had been 
facilitating the study for 8 
years, she invited me to 
join her.  I was honored and 
humbled by the invitation.  
As we prepared for this 
adventure, our prayer had 
been that God would do 
“immeasurably more than 
we could ask or 
imagine” (from Eph 3:20).  
Many of you gave 
generously to my trip, when 
I presented this opportunity 
at the Ladies Christmas 
Gathering, this past 
December.  Thank you! 
 On March 9th we 
arrived in Chiang Rai, 
Thailand and I got my first 
taste of the ministry we 
would be working with.  I 
was so impressed!  This 
ministry holds 10 day 
trainings for Chinese 
House Church pastors 
about 10-12 times a year.  
They assist them with 
travel from China, then 
offer Bible training and an 
opportunity for fellowship 

and spiritual renewal.  
Ministry leaders remain in 
contact with participants, 
serving as mentors, 
throughout the year. 
 From what I could 
gather, the job of a Chinese 
House Church pastor/
leader is daunting.  Most 
have not had the 
opportunity to complete 
seminary training.  They 
supervise many small 
fellowships of Believers, 
because the government 
will not tolerate large group 
gatherings.  They are 
watched and threatened, 
and must always be 
discreet.  Many work a 
regular job in addition to 
their pastoral duties.  They 
are always on call.  I 
imagine, their cell phones 
never stop ringing! 
 During this training, 
a teaching Pastor from 
Pennsylvania was the 
keynote speaker.  We were 
given 3 days of the 
conference to present  
GOD of the WORD.  The 
LORD answered our prays 
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in many ways.  The 
Chinese participants 
were lovely gracious 
people.  Once I got 
over my initial terror, 
I was fine and could 
communicate easily.  
Our translators were 
amazing.  These two 
women from China 
have impeccable 
English.  They could 
flow between the two 
languages 
seamlessly.  Lastly, it 
all fit!  That is, the 
content we 
presented, fit 
perfectly into the timeslots 
given.  We were able to 
present our material and 
have time for questions.  At 
the closing we gave  each 
participant a flash drive 
with the Chinese GOD of 
the WORD studies. 
 Feedback about the 
study has been quite good.  
A number of pastors felt the 
material would work well in 
their fellowships.  A few 
men who responded 
positively are teachers at 
an underground seminary.  
It is exciting to imagine how 
God may use this resource 
to strengthen His Church in 
China!  
 Thank you for your 
investment of prayer and 
finances.  You have made a 
difference in the lives of 
Chinese Believers! 
 Many of you are 
aware that while I was in 
Asia, my Mom suffered a 

stroke.  Glen bore the brunt 
of this crisis in the initial 
days.  I am very grateful to 
Glen and to everyone who 
visited Mom and lifted her 
spirits. 
 Prior to going, I had 
asked you to pray that 
Mom would know God‘s 
peace during my absence. 
Your prayers were 
answered.  Mom had 
peace and confidence to 
make hard decisions about 
her situation.  She lost use 
of her right side, and her 
ability to swallow and 
speak clearly.  After 
considering long term tube 
feeding and her new 
limitations, she decided to 
“let nature take its course.”  
She transitioned to 
palliative care  and was 
able to come home on 
Hospice. 
 God called her home 
on March 25th, a beautiful 

sunny Palm Sunday 
afternoon. 
 Looking back on 
March 2018 - at my travels 
and Mom’s passing - I find 
that the two events are 
bound together in my mind.  
Naturally, Mom’s journey to 
heaven overtakes my 
recollections.  However, I 
can see God’s hand in 
both events.  I am grateful 
for the chance to share an 
excellent resource with the 
Church in China.  
Moreover, I am greatly 
comforted that our family 
was able to care for Mom 
and be with her as she 
entered eternity. 
 So I thank GOD, and 
trust Him in His timing of 
life’s events,  and I thank 
you for your prayers, 
encouragement, and 
support. 

Gratefully yours, 
Jennie Anderson
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Student Ministries 
Connect - Grades 6-12, Wednesdays 

at 6p.m. in the Student Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30a.m. in the PKA foyer.  
We will be doing a Bible study 

entitled, “Anxious for Nothing” by Max 
Lucado 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 

PKA Support Groups  
Celebrate Recovery  

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has interfered with 
your spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step Christ-
centered recovery program. No fee, and confidentiality is 
respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer (dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles of dysfunction while experiencing God’s 
incredible forgiveness and healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

GriefShare 

For people who have suffered a loss of someone close to 
them.  Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 

Ladies YOU ARE 
INVITED! 
Pastor Steve VanDixhorn is 
teaching Ladies Bible Study this 
May! 
9:30 to 11:00 ~ Thursdays – 
Childcare provided 
Bring a Friend and learn alongside 

as we grow in our relationships with each other and with 
Christ ! 
  

The Bible makes it clear that we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  Scientific discoveries that lay out the 

pathways connecting sensory inputs and physical 
responses help us understand just how true this is.  In 

this series we’ll examine ways our physical and emotional 
responses to stimuli foster or hinder spiritual 

development. 
  
  
May 10  -   Fearfully and Wonderfully Made  
May 17 -   Tempting Shortcuts 
May 24 -    Dealing with Pain and Purpose
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Pine Knolls Exists to Experience and 
Share the Hope and Healing of Jesus.

Financial Information 
for  March 2018  

Actual  $68,435             YTD    $196,868 
Budget $70,000             YTD     $210,000 
Under  (-$1,565)        under    (-$13,132) 

Benevolent  $2,408        YTD       $12,113 
Missions       $5,182       YTD       $16,061 
Debt Reduction $1,265  YTD        $3,962 

Remaining on the Mortgage $188,530 

Sunday Morning  
Adult Education Classes 

Starting Soon! 
  
Salvation for Humanity:   
Pastor Bill will be leading this 4 week study 
on Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. May 6, 13, 
20, 27.  Why did God create human beings?  
What are the implications of being made in 
God’s image?  How does sin affect the 
human race?  Is all sin the same?  What 
does it mean to be saved?  Why is Jesus 
Christ the only Savior for humanity?  This 
four week class will address the above and 
related topics.     
  

Starting Point:  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. beginning 
May 13.  Are you new to Pine Knolls?  Are 
you looking for a place to connect?  Would 
you like to learn more about the Pine Knolls 
Values?  Consider joining Starting Point with 
Steve Larli.  
	

May’s Memory Verse: 
Psalm 19:14


