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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s
Pen
Navigating
Change

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT!

By Pastor Steve
Vandixhorn

Coming to Pine Knolls Sat., April 20th 11:00am-3:00pm
Please save the date, or better yet, invite friends and sign
up to help. This is a great outreach opportunity to share
the true blessing of the Easter Season with our
community. More information on page 3

Pine Knolls is in
a season of transition
and change. Key
people on our staff have
left or are leaving and
new ones are here or in the
wings. Service times
changed (AGAIN) in 2018.
Every ministry has seen
more than a few changes in
leadership, structure and
curriculum. Change is all
around us. In this article I’d
like to share a perspective
on change and some
specific steps we can each
take during this season of
change.
PERSPECTIVE Times of change are
seasons of great

potential. Most people
lean in the direction of
viewing change as a
negative. Change involves
LOSS or UNCERTAINTY.
Since most people don’t
like either, they resist, or
find themselves looking
back, during times of
change.
After Jesus was
raised to life, he met with
his disciples to tell them he
would be leaving them.
(John 14) They were filled
with anxiety. (Can you

really blame them?) But he
told them it would actually
be to their benefit if he
left them. His leaving
would result in them
receiving the Holy Spirit.
*Let me be crystal
clear – I am not connecting
my leaving with Jesus’
leaving. The only
connection I’m trying to
make here is CHANGE
CAN BE BENEFICIAL.
I don’t know that we
can see all the potential
benefits Pine Knolls might
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experience as a result of
new leadership but that
doesn’t need to keep us
from believing this will be
for our good. We can
grieve AND look forward
with great anticipation
because seasons of
change are seasons of
great growth potential.
Here are three
specific steps we can take
to experience this season
in that way.
1.Engage. In times of
uncertainty people often
become tentative or
withdraw. Resist this
temptation. Rather than
taking a step back – step
forward. Ask for
information. Share your
thoughts with a leader.
Push in.
2.Receive and Contribute.
(I was going to write, GIVE
AND TAKE but that didn’t
sound very spiritual.)
Some people are good at
giving, others like to be on
the receiving end. Very few
are able to do both. But
that’s exactly what is
needed to form healthy
relationships. The Giver
must accept from others
for Pine Knolls to be a
family rather than a
service organization.
And the one who
Receives must give if
they hope to learn what it
means to part of God’s
economy. When a

congregation has healthy
relationships, it makes
transitions smoother.
3.LIVE in the Present.
Visit the Past, Consider the
Future but LIVE in the
Present. Bruce
Springsteen writes a song
titled “Glory Days.” In it, he
captures our tendency to
look back – exaggerating
the positive aspects of our
past and, unknowingly,
keeping us from moving
forward. The past 20 years
have been incredible; there
have been so many times
where we have
experienced the Glory of
God. And I can hardly wait
to see the Glory of God
manifest through the
people and ministry of Pine
Knolls in the future. But I
am committed to living in
the present; believing these
are the Glory Days. Days
of: trusting in God’s
Faithfulness. Resting in His
promises and Surrendering
to His Will.
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PKA Support
Groups
Celebrate Recovery
Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA
foyer
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st
and 3rd Sun. of the month)
Do you have a hurt, habit or
hang-up that has interfered
with your spiritual life?
Celebrate Recovery is a 12step Christ-centered recovery
program. No fee, and
confidentiality is respected.

The Landing

For middle and high school
students, this program helps
teens avoid or break cycles of
dysfunction while experiencing
God’s incredible forgiveness
and healing. Sundays 6-8:15
pm, The Student Center

GriefShare

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The
Potter’s House

In His grip,
Pastor Steve
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Family &
Children’s
Ministry
Community
Easter Egg
Hunt Coming
to Pine Knolls!

By Teanna Fullen
Director of Children’s
Ministries
This year, Pine
Knolls will be having a
Community Easter Egg
Hunt on April 20th from 11-3
in an effort to reach out to
the community and offer a
fun event that will guide
families towards the True
Hope of the season.
As you and I know,
Easter is about so much
more than bunnies, colored
eggs, and candy. We want
to share with our
community how Jesus is
the True Hope that we are
all searching for. Of course,
this event is for our own
Pine Knolls children as

well. They are our best
ambassadors for Christ
with their peers!
We will be offering
many fun activities for the
children, toddlers through
5th Grade. Activities will
include Face Painting,
Crafts, Music/Singing,
Balloons, Hotdogs and
Popcorn, and of course…
egg hunting! Prior to the
egg hunt, the children get
to hear about who Jesus is,
how much He loves them,
and wants a relationship
with them.
This will offer us
many great opportunities to
serve our community as
well. We will need
volunteers to assist with the
activities, music, donating
and preparing the eggs
with candy, setting up etc.
One way you can help to
make this a huge success
is by attending. Even if you
don’t have little children
anymore, it is so much fun
to watch this age group

having fun! The smiles and
excitement are contagious!
More importantly, you will
be there and can share
who Pine Knolls church is
to the community. You can
also invite them to the
Easter services the next
day. So even if you don’t
have children participating,
this can be an exciting way
to share your faith.
If you have
questions, or would like to
volunteer to assist with the
event, please email me at
tfullen@pineknolls.net, or
call me at 518-793-7101. It
is going to be a fun and
exciting day! I look forward
to seeing you there
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Family & Children’s Ministry Volunteers
NEEDED! Please consider helping.
Children’s Ministries
is in need of volunteers in
most classrooms. With two
services and many
volunteers serving once or
twice a month, there is a
need for more volunteers.
You can serve how often
you are available, once or
twice a month, or every
week. Any help is
appreciated! You can also
choose whichever service
time you would like. You
don’t need to be a teacher,
you just need to have a
heart for God’s children.
Here are the needs we
have at the present time
along with the job
descriptions:

love of Christ through
words, and interactions.
Preschool Room (2
needed)-Lead these
children ages 3 to 5 years
old, through an easy to
follow curriculum designed
to show them how to love
God with all their hearts,
and form friendships with
other children.

Infant Room (1 needed)Snuggle, read to, and play
with babies ages 6 weeks
through 18 months.

Kindergarten through
Grade 5 (6 needed)-This
school age group
curriculum is in a large
group/small group format.
We need volunteers to lead
the small group time where
you will get to know a small
group of children. Small
Group leaders are there to
listen and to guide
discussion, as well as,
showing the children that
there is another trusted
adult who wants to help
them connect church and
home. You aren’t teaching
a lesson. You are leading
discussion and activities
geared towards enhancing
the lesson.

Toddler Room (6 needed)Play with, and care for this
fun age group, ages 18
months through 3 years.
Read stories, and help with
activities, as you model the

Wednesday night
childcare (infants and
toddlers only) 6pm-8pm
for 6 WEEKS-We are in
need of childcare workers
for the infants and toddlers

Registration Desk (3
needed)-Greet parents,
add new visitors into the
Planning Center computer
program. (We will show you
how!) Take attendance for
the classrooms.

for our upcoming 6 week
marriage class being
offered here at Pine Knolls.
We also offer this childcare
for Awana and Connect
volunteers during the
school year if you are
available to serve longer
than 6 weeks.
As you can see,
Children’s Ministries has a
need for many volunteers.
We have a wonderful
ministry with amazing
children. If you are
available to share an hour
of your time with some of
the most fun and sweet
children you will ever meet,
please contact the Director
of Children’s Ministries,
Teanna Fullen, at
tfullen@pineknolls.net or
call the church at
518-793-7101. Don’t miss
this opportunity to help
shape the faith of the next
generation at Pine Knolls.
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Go and Make
Disciples:
Missions At
Kyle Esposito
Serving with
Young Life
Hello Pine Knolls,
I am excited to get a
chance to share in this
month’s mission newsletter
about the work I get to do
with the mission of Young
Life. Pine Knolls supports
several missionaries, and I
get the pleasure of being
one of the local
missionaries you support.
Thank you!
Our family moved to
the Glens Falls area in
2012 so I could take a job
as the area director for
Southern Adirondack
Young Life. When we
moved here joining Pine
Knolls was a natural fit.
Erin and I both went to New
Life Fellowship throughout
college (a church Pine
Knolls planted in the 90’s)
so coming to Pine Knolls
felt like coming back home.
I get to wear a lot of
different hats at PKA, but
my favorites are teaching
the Starting Point class and

Please pray for Kyle, Erin, Peter and Lucy
Esposito as they serve through Young Life in the in
Southern Adirondack region, working with local
volunteers to share the gospel with area middle
school, high school and college students.
being a part of the pastoral
search team.
The best part of PKA
is how welcoming and
supportive you all are of
Young Life. Our goal in YL
is to introduce adolescents
to Jesus Christ, and help
them grow in their faith.
Most of the students we
spend time with have never
been to church, read the
Bible, or heard of Jesus in
any significant way. So
having a church community
to bring new believers and

seekers where they can be
welcomed and hear the
Gospel is paramount.
Young Life has a
rich history in our area. We
have high school ministries
in Cambridge, Argyle,
Granville, South Glens
Falls, Queensbury, and
Lake George. Our middle
school ministry is in Argyle
and Queensbury -we call
YL for middle school kids
Wyldlife. We also have
ministry for college
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students based at
SUNY Adirondack.
The
question I get most
is: so how does YL
work? How do you
get lost
disinterested kids
to show up and
hear about Jesus?
First, we have
volunteer leaders
who give up
afternoons, and
weekends, and
vacation time to go
wherever kids are
to build
relationships with
them. They go to
soccer games, and
volleyball practice, track
meets, musicals, school
events, and any other place
where kids are -we call this
contact work.
Next, we “earn the
right to be heard” with kids.
The cumulative impact of
showing up, spending time
together, and listening can
make all the difference with
young people. Our teams
share the Gospel with kids
throughout each semester
with a weekly event called
club. Each team plans club
to reach the furthest out kid
who might show up. For
our college team it is over
tacos on Tuesday evenings
at my house, for South
Glens Falls it is breakfast
and silliness at 6:26 am on
Friday mornings. Lastly, we
bring students to YL camp

each summer to
have the greatest
week of their life.
This is like a
semester’s worth of
clubs packed into a
week -the Gospel is
shared, kids have
lots of time to
process what they
are experiencing,
and they get to be in some
of the most beautiful places
in the country. There is
more to what we do, but
hopefully that gives you a
quick snapshot into YL
ministry.
Thank you for being
a congregation that
supports missionaries both
local and international!
Thank you for being a
congregation that
welcomes lost and
disinterested kids!
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Sincerely,
Kyle Esposito
If you want to check out
more here are a few
resources:
h"ps://www.younglife.org
h"ps://vimeo.com/
183342759
And some older camp
pictures: h"p://
kylejesposito.com/
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Adult Education Classes
The Art of Marriage – Begins Wednesday,
March 6, from 6:15 p.m.-7:45 p.m in the foyer.
Childcare is provided at no cost.
Great Marriages require intentionality and
investment just like a garden that must be watered
in order to grow. The Art of Marriage is a 6-week
video driven class. If you want to be married, are
dating, engaged, married for five months, five years
or five decades The Art of Marriage will give you
help and hope for marriage. Plan to laugh, cry and
be challenged to grow and change as well as be
reminded of many important things throughout this
series. Join Joe Buonviaggio as he leads this
class. Sessions will focus on:
God’s purpose and plan
Overcoming Isolation
Fulfilling our responsibilities
Communication and conflict
Experiencing real intimacy
Leaving a lasting legacy
Sign up at the Information Center or on the
Pine Knolls Website a link has been set up on the
Home Page.

Angels: Good and Bad

Sunday mornings

at 9 a.m. runs March 10-March 31
There are references to angels in 34 of the 66
books of the Bible. Some angels are good, others
are evil. Who are these angels? What are they
like? What do they do? What do they have to do
with us? Join Pastor Bill as he leads this class
through a biblical look at angels, good and bad.

Spiritual Gifts Class – Monday, March 11,

March 2019
Ongoing Ministry Offerings
Student Ministry
Foundations Class, downstairs in
Children’s Ministry, Sundays at
9:00 a.m.
AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th,
Wednesdays, at 6 p.m. downstairs
in Children’s Ministry
Connect - Grades 6-12,
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the
Student Center
Men’s Ministry
Common to Man, Men’s gathering,
Saturdays 7:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Studies:
Thursday Morning Studies – 9:15
a.m. childcare provided
• God of the Word – Exodus
Facilitator: Jen Anderson
• Me, Myself and Lies
(Jennifer Rothschild study)
Facilitator: Maureen
Galusha
• Pathway of Peace in a
Growing Relationship with
Christ (Cheryl Elton author)
Facilitator: Cheryl Elton

at 6:30 p.m.
Learn what the scriptures teach us about how
and why God has purposefully and uniquely gifted
us. Discover or affirm His gifts in you and learn
about places you can strengthen the Body of Christ
here at Pine Knolls. Facilitator: Lynn Figura
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Search Committee
Members:
Pastor Bill Church:
wchurch@pineknolls.net

The Search Committee has narrowed
its search and is ready to recommend a
candidate to the church for a
congregational vote. This is EXCITING
NEWS! The candidate will come at the end
of March for a Candidate Weekend, at the
close of which a vote will be held.
There will opportunities during the
weekend to hear him preach, as well as
engage in formal and informal question
and answer times. Please stay tuned for
the official announcement coming shortly,
where a biography and introduction of the
candidate will be available.

Please continue to pray with us:
* Ask God for His grace to help us as a
congregation to respond to the pastoral
transition in healthy ways.
* Pray that this time of change will be one of
learning to depend on God in deeper ways.
* Pray for God to grant unity, clarity, and
wisdom to the congregation as we ready to
vote on the next Senior Pastor.
* Pray for the next Senior Pastor’s family, for
strength and peace as they ready to leave
their present ministry.
* Pray for PKA’s staff, that the transition is
filled with unity and God’s peace.
* Pray for Pastor Steve and his family, for
gratitude in the ways they have served PKA
these many years, and that they sense
God’s presence throughout the transition.
process.

Steve Noftle:
stevenoftle@gmail.com
Steve Larli:
stephen.larli.h30q@statefarm.com
Mark Decker:
mdecker1@roadrunner.com
Jesse Steinberger:
jsteinberger@outlook.com
Kyle Esposito:
kylejespo@gmail.com
Jennie Anderson:
glenjen@fastmail.com
Melissa Guay:
melissabguay@gmail.com
Please feel free to reach out to us
with any questions, concerns, or even
prayers. It would be our pleasure to
speak with you!
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