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Swindoll 
is quoted as saying, 
“One of my great 
goals in life is to live 
long enough to where 
I am in the pulpit, 
preaching my heart 
out, and I die on the 
spot, my chin hits the 
pulpit – boom! And I’m 
down and out. What a way 
to die!”  
 I am planning a less 
dramatic way to end my 
pastoral career.  After 
twenty seven years as a 
full-time pastor I am 
reducing my pastoral work 
load to part-time, 
approximately twenty hours 
a week, beginning this 
month. My scheduled work 
hours will be Tuesday 

through Thursday.  I will 
also work twenty six 
Sunday mornings during 
the year.  
Susan and I began to think 
and pray about this 
decision roughly two years 
ago when we began asking 
ourselves more frequently, 
“How much longer do we 
want to keep up this pace 
of life?”  
 We agreed that we 
would make a plan to begin 
reducing our work 

schedules. This was not an 
easy decision because we 
both enjoy our work and 
the people with whom we 
work.  
 We decided that 
Susan would go first.  In 
September 2017 she 
reduced her work to twenty 
hours a week. Last year I 
informed the Pine Knolls 
leadership that I would like 
to retire on March 1, 2018.  
They graciously offered to 
hire me part-time for the 
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THE MESSENGER

What Just Happened? No doubt many of us have uttered that 
phrase at some point in our lives—sometimes in response to 
something amazing but often because of a circumstance that has 
taken a terrible turn for the worst.

	 This Easter season we are going to be exploring the “What 
Just Happened” moments of the Palm Sunday, Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday messages through the eyes of those that were 
closest to Jesus.


Good Friday services will be 5 & 7 p.m. Easter will be our 
normal service times.

SEASONS 
There is a season for 

everything,  and a 
season for every 

activity under heaven 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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next year. I was glad to 
accept their offer. 
 Here are some of 
the reasons for our 
decision to spend less time 
working: 
  
Family – We have five 
grown daughters and 
twelve grandchildren. Our 
oldest grandkids are now 
teenagers and preteens.  
Only one lives nearby. 
We’re thankful for the time 
we’ve been able to spend 
with them through the 
years, but we would like the 
opportunity to be a bigger 
part of their lives.  Working 
fewer hours will free up 
time and energy for more 
family connections.  Since 
Susan began her part-time 
status in September she 
has already made several 
trips to NYC (and one to 
California) to spend time 
with grandchildren. There is 
a season for everything. 
This is our season for 
focusing more energy 
toward family.  

Effectiveness - The 
energy levels that have 
enabled us to sustain our 
work schedules for many 
years are diminishing as 
we grow older.  As a pastor, 
I believe that the church 
deserves leaders who are 
able to give their best 
energy and lots of it. 
Though I’m still able to 
serve the church well, I 
don’t have the same 

energy or vision for ministry 
I once had.  Someone has 
put it this way, “It’s time to 
make a change when you 
have more memories than 
you have dreams.”    
 There is a season to 
step aside in order to give 
others with more energy 
and vision the opportunity 
to implement their God 
given dreams for the 
church. That season has 
come for me.  I will 
continue to be an active 
part of the church and do 
what I can to see the 
people of Pine Knolls 
experience and share the 
hope and healing of Jesus, 
but in a lesser capacity. 

Calling — I am looking 
forward to working only 
part-time. However, the 
decision to reduce my work 
hours is also a decision to 
reduce my participation in 
work that I enjoy, and more 
importantly, work that has 
been God’s calling on my 
life for the past three 
decades. 
 There will be losses 
for me.  Working part-time 
will mean working less 
closely with the PKA staff 
whom I love dearly and 
respect greatly. It will mean 
diminished involvement in 
the weekly and monthly 
planning and decisions that 
help shape Pine Knolls.  It 
will also mean less frequent 
interaction with the people 
of the church. I’m sure I will 

miss all of that – perhaps 
more than I think.  
 So, an important 
truth for me to remember is 
this: before God ever called 
me to be a pastor He called 
me as an individual to be a 
man of God.  God called 
me to be a certain kind of 
person before he called me 
to do a certain kind of work 
as a pastor.   
 My calling in life is 
not confined to being a 
pastor. I may be phasing 
into retirement from my 
public occupational calling 
as a pastor, but I’m not 
retiring from my calling as a 
man of God.  That 
individual calling will outlast 
my pastoral career.   
 In a sense I have 
come full circle – from that 
time decades ago when 
God stirred my heart to 
give my life completely to 
Jesus to live for Him, to the 
time when Susan and I 
shared such a strong sense 
of God’s call to the 
pastorate that we felt as if 
we could not do anything 
else with our lives, and now 
gradually back to that 
primary individual calling to 
be the person that Jesus 
wants me to be whether 
pastoring full-time, part-
time or not at all.  God is 
right - there is a season for 
everything.  
 I am extremely 
grateful to the Lord for the 
opportunity to serve at Pine 
Knolls.  I thank God for 
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Pastor Steve – for his 
leadership, his commitment 
to the Lord and to Pine 
Knolls, and for his 
friendship.  I have learned 
a great deal from him 
through the years.  
Most of our staff has been 
together for many years. 
They are like a second 
family.  We have a history 
of shared experiences for 
which I am thankful and 
which I will continue to 
cherish.  
 I thank God for the 
gracious and generous 
spirit of the people of Pine 
Knolls. I am blessed to 
have been a shepherd of 
this flock for the past 17 
years.  

 The good 
part for me is that I 
will still be serving 
at Pine Knolls – just 
not as much, 
because there is a 
season for 
everything. Susan 
and I look forward 
to still being a part 
of all that God has 
for Pine Knolls in 
the future.  

Blessings in Christ 
Jesus, 

Pastor Bill 

 3

Children’s Ministries 
AWANA- Ages 3-5th Grade 
Wednesdays, 6-7:45 p.m. in 

Children’s Ministries 
Connect - Grades 6-12, Wednesdays 

at 6p.m. in the Student Center 

Adult Bible Study 
Bible 101 March 18 & 25, and April 8 

& 15, 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor Bill will be leading this four 

week course.  He will introduce you to 
Bible basics, including an overview of 
the Old and New Testaments, general 
principles for interpreting and studying 

the Bible, and consideration of the 
Bible's uniqueness and reliability. Sign 

up at the Information Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30a.m. in the PKA foyer 

Women’s Ministry 
Thursday morning,  9:15a.m. 
God of the Word – Patriarchs 
Facilitator: Jennie Anderson 
Discerning the Voice of God 

Facilitator:  Kris Fisher 
Let’s Get Intentional in Prayer, in 

Personal Growth, and in Relationship 
Building. Facilitator: Lauren Varney  

Tuesday Evening Study, 6:30p.m. 
The Quest – Beth Moore Study  (no 
childcare) Facilitator:  Lorin Whorf

VISITORS 

WANTED: 

PKA Support Groups  
Celebrate Recovery  

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has interfered 
with your spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step 
Christ-centered recovery program. No fee, and 
confidentiality is respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer (dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st 
and 3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this program helps 
teens avoid or break cycles of dysfunction while 
experiencing God’s incredible forgiveness and healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

DivorceCare 

For people who are separated or divorced.  This group will 
walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences.  Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
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Last month 
Teanna 
Fullen, our 
Director of 
Children’s 
Ministry, 
offered 

some great thoughts on 
ways to create time for 
family, even with the busy 
schedule that many parents 
keep. She suggested 
things like family meal 
times, date nights as a 
couple, choosing activities 
carefully, making chores a 
family affair, cooking 
together, and having a 
family fun night. These are 
great ideas, and many of 
them extend to those with 
children in the teenage 
years, as well. If you are in 
the position of parenting a 
teen, though, it may seem 
increasingly difficult for you 
to create family time, or 
even to create meaningful 
dialogue with your teen. In 
addition to the ideas that 
Teanna mentioned last 
month, I’d like to add a 
couple of thoughts specific 
to those parenting or caring 
for teens.

For starters, here 
are some additional ideas 
on ways to create 
meaningful times together 
as a family with teenagers:
• Let Her Lead - The 
teenage years are the 
perfect time to give your 
kid(s) more responsibility 
and privileges. So, ask her 
to come up with a fun 
family activity, or question 
to discuss at dinner. Give 
her the space to actually 
lead, and encourage her 
after she is done. Let her 
know ways she can grow in 
that area, and share the 
gifts that you see, which 
God has placed in her.  
• Celebrate a 
Birthday - By the time they 
become teenagers most 
kids aren’t doing a party 
with all of their friends at 
Chuck E. Cheese’s. They 
may have a sleepover, or 
some other gathering with 
their friends. So, as a 
family, choose to celebrate 
and have a family party for 
your teen. This could be as 
simple as letting him 
choose the menu 
(complete with a birthday 
cake!), or you could do 
something more elaborate. 
You could even re-do his 
favorite childhood birthday, 
which means family 
bowling night! 
 Life with a teenage 
child is not easy. The 
schedule seems to get 
more jam-packed with 
every new interest your 

teen discovers, or with 
every new endeavor he 
enters in to. At the same 
time, your teen has a God-
given desire for more 
independence. This often 
makes meaningful 
connections more and 
more challenging. While 
family time remains vital, 
something practical and 
important to consider at this 
time of life is finding ways 
to connect one-on-one with 
your teenager. Here are a 
few thoughts on ways to do 
that:
• Engage in His 
Interests - Have you ever 
thought of playing video 
games with your teen? 
Hear me out...it may not be 
your favorite thing to do. 
However, it certainly shows 
your teen that you are 
interested in his interests. 
Ask him questions about 
the game. Have him show 
you how to play. You might 
be surprised how much 
quality conversation you 
can share when you are 
meeting him on his turf. If 
your teen isn’t in to video 
games then find something 
that he likes and spend 
time doing that with him. 
From sports games, to 
hiking, to art, or dance, or 
YouTube...show interest in 
his interests and ask good 
questions. 
• Find an Excuse - If 
you just ask your teenage 
daughter to go grocery 
shopping with you, chances 

 4

 Connecting with 
Your Teen

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry



Pine Knolls Alliance Church March 2018
are she might decline. 
However, if you ask her to 
help you pick out 
something for a special 
occasion, then she’s more 
likely to go. An hour-long 
trip to the grocery store has 
a huge potential for 
influence, so remember to 
be creative in finding ways 
to get your teen to tag 
along. 
• Be Intentional - 
Over the years I have 
discovered that when 
people ride in cars they 
either talk, listen to music, 
use their phone or 
electronic device, or sit in 
silence. If you are trying to 

engage with your teen then 
be intentional about your 
car ride. Certainly having 
conversation can be 
meaningful. But what about 
listening to music? Try 
taking turns picking the 
song or the station. Share 
what you like about a 
particular song, artist, or 
station. Also, if you are 
one-on-one with one of 
your teens try to 
discourage the personal 
devices and minimize the 
silence! 
 Parenting is a 
marathon. Don’t be too 
hard on yourself if things 
are challenging. And allow 

yourself to take some alone 
time to pray and relax on a 
regular basis. In the long 
run this increases your 
capacity to engage in 
positive ways with your 
kids. Your parenting will not 
always look perfect, but by 
taking some small steps it 
can be more intentional. 

Remember, also, 
that we are here for you. 
We, as a church, desire to 
partner with you in growing 
your kids into God-
honoring, Jesus-loving 
adults. If you need help, 
ideas, or advice, please 
ask! 
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Pine Knolls will host a Parenting Seminar with Mark Gregston on March 16-17. Mark 
founded Heartlight Ministries, hosts the national Parenting Today’s Teens radio 
broadcast, and is a nationally recognized author and speaker on the topic of parenting. 
He will share insights on parenting, especially to those parenting teens and preteens.  
 The cost of the seminar is only $25 per person for both days, and there will be 
childcare available for a small fee: $3 per child/hr. (preregistration required).
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By Jennie Anderson 

耶穌是上帝   
 Many of you know 
that I have had the privilege 
of taking part in an 
excellent Bible study over 
the past 9 years.  The GOD 
of the WORD  Bible study 
series was borne out of a 
desire to help people grasp 
the whole story of the Bible, 
from Genesis to 
Revelation.  The study also 
places a strong emphasis 
on personal application.  
Over the years, I have truly 
seen lives change as 
people grasp the message 
of the Bible, and get to 
know their Lord more 
deeply.   
 The author of this 
study is my good friend, 
Debbi Hammond.  She was 
a teacher trainer with Bible 
Study Fellowship 
International for many 
years.  Not long ago, Debbi 
felt prompted to share the 
study with a mission that is 
encouraging Chinese 
House Church Pastors.  

After 
reviewing the material, 
Chinese in-country trainers 
decided that this study was 
“just what they needed.”   
Consequently,  GOD of the 
WORD is being translated 
into Chinese and has 
begun to be used in some 
House Church fellowships. 
 Debbi has been 
invited to Thailand to 
present this study and offer 
training.  She has invited 
me to join her!  This 
opportunity is incredibly 
humbling and amazing.  It 
is true that I am very 
familiar with the study 
materials.  However, I 
clearly understand that 
nothing profitable will come 
of this unless the Lord 
empowers all our efforts.  
To that end we have been 
praying and preparing. 

Now I am asking you 
to pray with us.  There will 
be approximately 100 
House Church pastors at 
the training center in 
Chaing Rai, Thailand.  A 
large Christian organization 

from the US will be doing 
the majority of the teaching.  
We will join the conference, 
taking 3 days to present the 
study.  For most of these 
pastors, this will be their 
first look at GOD of the 
WORD.  

We Thank You for 
Praying…..

*  that we would present 
our information in a clear 
and helpful manner
*  for the health and safety 
of the Chinese Pastors and 
their travel to the training 
center
*  for the faithfulness and 
protection of the Chinese 
Believers
*  that this would be a time 
of spiritual renewal for all 
participants
*  for our travel, health, and 
working together 
*  that my mom would be 
happy and peaceful while I 
am away

Jennie Anderson 
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Go and Make 
Disciples: Missions 

At PKA

GOD of the WORD 
Bible Study in Asia, 

March 6-16th 
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By Melissa 
Guay 

Somewhere 
along the 
way I bought 
into the lie 

that there 
were these molds to which 
I was supposed to conform. 
I think, for me, it began 
around same time as the 
frantic scurry of becoming a 
new mom happened nearly 
14 years ago. 
 Parenthood is one of 
those times where the line 
between advice and 
conformity can often get 
muddy. It was around this 
same time that I also began 
to dig deeper into my faith.  
 It seemed in both 
instances there were rather 
clear pictures of what “good 
mothers" and what “good 
Christians” looked like. My 
perceptions were as 
follows: 
 The “Good Moms” 
used Essential oils (the 
more coconut oil the 
better), avoided GMOs. 
always said yes, 
volunteered, avoided 
vaccines and steroids, 
limited food dyes and 
gluten, didn’t speak in “you” 
statements, but rather “I 

feel” statements, worked 
out, crafted, and bragged 
via complaining about how 
busy they were. Parenting 
fulfilled them completely. 
 The “Good 
Christians” went to church 
every Sunday, didn’t curse, 
smoke, drink, were 
physically fit, had vibrant 
ministries, were attractive—
but not too attractive, could 
quote a Bible verse on the 
spot for every ailment or 
malady, and were happy 
wherever God placed them. 
 And it’s not that any 
of the criterion in either 
sub-group is specifically 
wrong — but I as I grew in 
my faith and as a parent I 
realized how false both 
these concepts were, and 
what a waste of time trying 
to fit into them was. 
 There is no doubt 
that there are things “good 
moms” have in common: 
they care for their children, 
love them, and tend to their 
needs. 
 In the same way, 
there is no doubt “good 
Christians” (as if there is 
such a thing) share 
similarities: they love 
Jesus. And certainly there 
are Christians I admire for 
their devotion, obedience, 
and faith and I would do 
well to emulate those 
behaviors.  
 But, as we know, 
from 1 Samuel 16:7, “The 
Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. 

People look at the outward 
appearance but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” 
 If my actions as a 
Christian (or a mom) are 
borne from a desire to fit in, 
i.e. please others, they will 
be fruitless because they 
aren’t genuine or God-
honoring. These actions 
require an audience in 
order to count. Who wants 
to live that way? 
 If my actions are 
rooted in love for my God 
(or my children) than the 
same actions take on a 
whole new life and 
meaning. Real connections 
are able to happen, most 
importantly with God. 
 As I have grown in 
both parenthood and my 
faith I’ve often felt invisible, 
as though my personhood 
was beginning to 
disappear. I used to think 
this was a good thing 
because we’re supposed to 
die to self and serve others. 
I have learned it is not, and 
I think these preconceived 
molds are the culprits. 
 Yes, we are to 
serve. Yes, the parts of us 
that want to push ourselves 
to the front of the line need 
to be checked. But, no 
where are we commanded 
to surrender those things 
that make us uniquely 
ourselves. We are each a 
unique and deeply prized 
creation. If God wanted us 
to look, sound, worship and 
parent the same, He would 
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own Creation
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have made it so. Instead 
He made me, and I am 
different from you.  
 God has been 
inviting me to celebrate His 
creation in me through 
admiring His artistry in the 
world around me. He has 
heightened my perception 
the beauty of His creation. 
No two rocks, snowflakes, 
trees, or animals are 
exactly alike. No two 
people are either. That is 
not an accident — and that 
diversity serves no 
scientific purpose. It is 
simply for His pleasure. 
 While my family and 
I were on vacation in 
Florida a few weeks ago, I 
went searching for shells 
with my youngest daughter 
at the beach. Digging 

through the sand just 
where the small waves 
lapped the shore, I found 
the smallest shell I have 
ever seen. It was thin, 
opalescent, and spiraled to 
a slight opening at the top. 
It was smaller than the 
word small on this paper. I 
was certain no one besides 
me had ever stopped to 
admire it. That is, except 
the one that created it. It’s 
purpose and conformity 
was only to the will of it’s 
creator’s hand. There were 
bigger shells, others more 
bright and colorful — but 
this one was like a secret 
between me and God.    
 It reminded me that 
we are the same: created 
for His 
pleasure. 

We serve the same 
purpose but are made so 
differently. I am so thankful 
for His creativity. 
 I recently heard the 
song “So Will I” by Hillsong 
and it struck in my heart 
this same feeling of 
embracing God’s creativity, 
even within myself. A 
snowflake isn’t concerned 
with trying to be a star — it 
is too busy worshiping our 
King. It is my prayer we will 
remember that God 
designed us specifically to 
praise him in our unique 
way, to serve Him by 
contributing to the Kingdom 
in ways only we can. How 
amazing is it to be loved 
that much! 
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Pine Knolls Exists to Experience and 
Share the Hope and Healing of Jesus.

Financial Information 
for  January 2018  

Actual  $67,159 YTD $67,159
Budget $70,000 YTD $70,000

Under  (-$2,841) Under ($-2,841)

Benevolent     $7,929 YTD $7,929
Missions     $5,524 YTD $5,524
Debt Reduction $1,066 YTD $1,066

Remaining on the Mortgage $198,984

Excerpt from “So Will I” By 
Hillsong United 

If the stars were made to worship so will I 
If the mountains bow in reverence so will I 
If the oceans roar Your greatness so will I 
For if everything exists to lift You high so 
will I 
If the wind goes where You send it so will I 
If the rocks cry out in silence so will I 
If the sum of all our praises still falls shy 
Then we’ll sing again a hundred billion 
times


