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A Thank You 
to Pine Knolls  

By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 In the closing 
paragraphs of his letter, 
the Apostle Paul would 
often thank people for 
the ways they 
contributed to his life 
and ministry.  After 
attending Pine Knolls 
for nearly 33 years – 26 of 
the years on staff and 19 ½ 
as senior pastor, I’d like to 
do the same, however, 
because of space 
limitations I’m not going to 
thank people by name.  
You’re going to have to 
figure out where you fit. 
 The Pine Knolls 
People of 1986-93. –I’m 
thankful for the welcome 
Anne Marie and I received 

when we began attending 
Pine Knolls.  The sincere 
faith of those attending 
inspired me. 
 The leaders of Pine 
Knolls 1986-93. – I think 
it’s safe to say, “When 
you’re young, you don’t 
really understand how 
young you are.”  During 
these years, I was very 
young.  I had a lot to learn 
but didn’t realize it.  I’m 

convinced the leaders of 
Pine Knolls at that time saw 
immaturity, yet they chose 
to allow me to serve in 
meaningful ways.  I 
provided leadership for the 
worship team for a number 
of years and later in these 
years served as an elder.  
I’m grateful for the leaders 
who invited my involvement 
even though they were 
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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s 

Pen

Thank You Pastor Steve! 
As we undergo the official senior pastor transition this month, 

we’d like to express our gratitude to Pastor Steve for the 
many ways he has served Pine Knolls over these many 

years. His leadership, kindness, and humility will continue to 
press into the culture of Pine Knolls for many years to come. 

May God bless you and yours wildly, Pastor Steve! 
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older and far wiser than I 
was. 
 Small Group 
Leaders 1993-1999 -  
During these years, my 
primary responsibilities 
were related to small 
groups.  I learned a lot from 
the men and women who 
led small groups during this 
timeframe.  Together we 
learned how to form groups 
that were committed to 
Christ and to each other.     
 The congregation 
of 1999-2003 -  This was a 
tumultuous time in the life 
of Pine Knolls.  A key, 
deeply loved leader died 
unexpectedly.  An effective 
member of the staff 
admitted to an addiction 
and resigned.  There was a 
change in senior pastors (I 
became Sr. Pastor in 
January of 2000) and in 
nearly every other staff 
position.  Looking back on 
those years, it was the 
most terrifying and exciting 
time of my vocational life.  
It felt like at any moment 
the whole church was 
going to fall apart - but it 
didn’t.  In fact, people came 
out of the woodwork to 
serve and lead and 
contribute and dream and 
plan and invest.  If you 
were part of Pine Knolls 
during those years, 
“THANK YOU”. 
 Co-workers -  God 
has blessed me with 
incredible co-workers over 
the years.  A strong core 

came together between 
2001 and 2003 but EVERY 
staff person contributed to 
my growth and to our 
congregation – even the 
ones no longer attending 
Pine Knolls.  I have a great 
deal of appreciation for 
those who served with 
integrity and compassion. 
 Congregants who 
left Pine Knolls -  It may 
seem weird to express 
gratitude for people leaving 
a church but God used this 
aspect of ministry to 
cultivate humility in me.  
When someone leaves the 
congregation you lead, you 
have two choices.  You can 
focus on the other person 
or you can acknowledge 
your limitations.  Limitations 
can be weaknesses but not 
always.  Limitations are the 
things that remind you, 
“You’re not God.”  This is a 
good thing.  Sometimes 
painful but ALWAYS good.   
 Congregants who 
currently are Pine Knolls 
-  Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to study 
God’s Word as a major part 
of my JOB.  (How cool is 
that?)  Thank you for 
listening to me preach and 
teach.  Even when you 
haven’t agreed with every 
point, you’ve treated me 
respectfully.  Thank you for 
sharing your life with me.  
I’ve gotten to know many of 
you in ways that go 
beneath the surface.  Your 
honesty and sincere desire 

to follow Jesus have 
inspired me.  Your courage 
to hold onto Jesus even as 
you face life head on 
challenges me to do the 
same.  Thank you. 
 Area Clergy -  Our 
area has a number of 
amazing pastors from all 
sorts of backgrounds and 
traditions.  Over the past 25 
years, I’ve had the 
opportunity to watch as 
God has transformed the 
Church in the Greater 
Glens Fall Area from being 
suspicious, inward focused, 
immature, fractured 
competitors into warm, 
unified, active, inclusive co-
laborers.  Truly a miracle. 
 I could go on 
because so many people, 
and groups of people have 
touched my life.  As I close, 
I want to finish by 
expressing my gratitude to 
God for giving me the 
opportunity to lead Pine 
Knolls.  I was not worthy, 
but He gave me the chance 
to serve in this way.  I have 
made many mistakes, but 
He has graciously worked 
His good in spite of my 
shortcomings.  Because of 
His great love, I’ve 
witnessed hundreds of 
men, women and children 
experience the hope and 
healing of Jesus.  What a 
joy!  What a privilege.  
THANK YOU. 
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By Pastor 
Justin 
Fischer 

  

  
 There is an age-old, 
tried-and-true axiom in 
youth ministry. It is 
something that supersedes 
contextualization, trumps 
generational trends, and 
overshadows 
denominational differences. 
This is something that 
should be taught in every 
Youth Min 101 class across 
the country on day one. It is 
ancient wisdom and 
common sense all rolled up 
into a late-80s pop-culture 
reference. So, here is the 
sagely wisdom that I have 
found to be timeless and 
true… 
 If you feed them, 
they will come. 
 Take a minute. Soak 
it in. Breathe it out. I 
know...it was pretty 
powerful the first time I 
realized it, too. I know what 
you are thinking...wait, 
that’s it? Yep. That pretty 
much is it.  

When it comes to teens 
there are a lot of things that 
we know that they need to 
know. The problem is that 
they don’t know that they 
need to know them. One 
thing that they do know is 
that they like to eat. So, we 
invite them to something 
where we have food, and 
then we tell them the things 
that we know that they 
need to know (things like 
you belong here, you are 
loved by Jesus, and more). 
 This is one of the 
things that makes Hunger 
Strike so unique, and why I 

often refer to it as the anti-
youth ministry event. There 
is no food! Well...at least 
not until the very end. 
Hunger Strike is an annual 
event put on by our local 
Converge Youth network of 
youth groups. Students get 
donations for the event 
which support three locally-
based ministries/events: 
Hope for Kenya, The Open 
Door, and Schoolapalooza. 
Students and leaders also 
commit to fasting from 
breakfast on Friday until 
lunch on Saturday. 
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Family & Children’s 
Ministry

Hunger Strike 
Report Back
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 This year 20 
students from Pine Knolls 
joined dozens of other 
students from the area for 
Hunger Strike on May 3-4, 
and helped to raise just shy 
of $5,000. Students were 
able to worship together, 
serve others in the 
community, play some fun 
games, and hear from 
Melissa Guay and Chelsea 
Paniccia about their hearts 
for missions. They shared 
with us the theme of 
“Be.Cause.” from James 
1:22, “But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.” 
Students were reminded 
that faith in Jesus is both 
about being or abiding, and 
also about causing...living 
out the cause of Jesus 
through our actions. 
 Hunger Strike was a 
powerful reminder of the 
new life that we have in 
Jesus. This new life is the 
new identity that defines 
us. It is to impact who we 
are (BE) and what we do 
(CAUSE). In June we will 
celebrate the baptisms of 
several teens and adults. 
Baptism is another 
powerful and beautiful 
reminder of the new life 
that Jesus offers to young 
and old alike. I’m excited to 
celebrate these baptisms 
together, as a church 
family! 
 For more information 
about Hunger Strike, 
Converge Youth, and the 

organizations supported 
through Hunger Strike, visit 
the following webpages: 
Hunger Strike & 
Schoolapalooza - 
convergeyouth.net/events 

Converge Youth - 
convergeyouth.net 
Hope for Kenya - 
hopeforkenya.org 
The Open Door - 
opendoor-ny.org 
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By Melissa 
Guay 

 Since I have 
been attending 
Pine Knolls, it 
has always 
been under the 

leadership of Pastor Steve. 
He was the officiant at my 
wedding when the back of 
the church was the front. I 
still reflect on the premarital 
counseling P. Steve took 
the time to do with me 
husband. He dedicated my 
children. He met with me 
when my family was going 
through a particularly 
difficult time. As my pastor 
he has historically been 
kind, honest, and available. 
I know my experience is 
shared by so many at Pine 
Knolls. 
 But perhaps the 
most impactful thing about 
P. Steve is the way the 
Holy Spirit has used him to 
minister in my life both in 
direct and indirect ways. 
Directly, there are more 
than a few Sundays over 
the past 15 years where his 
sermon was the exact thing 
I needed to hear. A handful 

of times P. Steve has 
even repeated from the 
pulpit the very words I 
prayed in private. He has 
consistently been a 
place where I could see 
the Holy Spirit at work. 
Often, my interactions 
with him have led me to 
a deeper insight into my 

own walk with Christ — 
most instances of which P. 
Steve never even knew. 
How cool is that. 
 However, I didn’t 
understand the indirect or 
unseen ways P. Steve has 
served us until I had the 
honor of participating in the 
Pastoral Search Committee 
to find our next Senior 
Pastor. It was during this 
process that I was able to 
see a much clearer picture 
of the immense 
responsibility leading our 
congregation entails. Yes, 
Sunday sermons are a big 
part of that, but there is so 
much more. It is just the tip 
of the iceberg. 
 From the big things 
like meeting with the elders 
to develop the core values 
and vision of the church, to 
balancing budgets and 
overseeing staff, to the 
small things like meeting 
with people going through a 
tough time, like he did for 
me — P. Steve has led us 
well. 
 One of my favorite 
things about my church is 
the culture of acceptance I 
found here — the fact that 

it is okay not to be okay. 
That culture isn’t by 
accident. It has been 
cultivated through the 
prayerful work of our 
leadership and I am 
grateful for it. I am certain it 
was crafted with such care 
that it will last far past P. 
Steve’s tenure. 
 And as anyone who 
lives in a family unit while 
serving understands, when 
one person serves in one 
capacity someone else is 
serving at home in a 
different one. In that same 
regard, we owe Anne Marie 
and their children the same 
gratitude. Thank You, truly.  
 As we begin to 
welcome Pastor Andy into 
his new role here at Pine 
Knolls let us remember the 
very big job he has to do, 
and extend him the grace 
and flexibility to do it in his 
own way. After reviewing 
the many, many applicants 
for the senior pastor 
position over the course of 
many months, I and the 
Search Team have no 
doubt that P. Andy is called 
here by God, and that the 
Holy Spirit has been 
equipping him for the task.  
 Change is often 
bittersweet, and this one, 
for me, is no exception. 
Praise God that He always 
completes His good works, 
and that He will continue to 
use Pine Knolls to do it.  
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Pastor Transition
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Today is a special day.  
Eight years ago, today, an 
amazing, seemingly 
impossible dream became 
a reality.  After a few years 
of praying, planning, 
building relationships etc., 
on April 3, 2011 Alianza 
held its first official worship 
service. God has done 
awesome things over the 
last eight years. Through 
your prayers and giving, 
you have been an integral 
part of all of this since the 
dreaming and praying 
days.Today Alianza is a 
growing established 
church. Alliance 
International Workers, 
Miguel and Keren 
Rodriguez, our awesome 
coworkers, have been 
leading the church since 
2014 and are doing an 
excellent job. God is using 
them in great ways. Along 
with Miguel and Keren, we 
have spent the last couple 
of years here in Punta 
Cana training leaders and 
many are stepping up so 
well into leadership.  God is 

putting everything in 
place in wonderful ways 
here in Punta Cana.  It is 
HIS work. 
 Along with this 
exciting growth and 
development in the 
ministry in Punta Cana, 
we are about the embark 
on some big, exciting 
and challenging 
changes. On July 9, we 
will arrive back in the US 
to begin our 1-year home 

assignment. We will be 
living in northern Kentucky 
for that year and really look 
forward speaking in 
churches sharing about the 
amazing things God has 
done in Punta Cana. At the 
end of our Home 
Assignment year, in July 
2020, we will NOT be 
returning to the Dominican 
Republic but will go to 
Guadalajara, Mexico to join 
an Alliance team that is 
planting churches in that 
city. 
 We have been 
praying about this decision 
for a LONG time. It has not 
been an easy one. We love 
the Dominican Republic 
and its wonderful people.   
This has been our home 
and the country of our heart 
for over 30 years. God has 
blessed us with so many 
amazing experiences and 
deep friendships. But we 
believe with all our heart 
that God is calling us to 
Guadalajara for this time in 
our lives. God has spoken 

to us in so many ways, 
through the Bible, through 
messages, through prayer, 
through our leaders, etc. 
The decision was also 
confirmed in our recent 
Latin American Regional 
Conference as we spoke 
with various Alliance 
leaders. 
 We were in Mexico 
for a week last November 
and were very impacted by 
the great spiritual need in 
Guadalajara. We traveled 
extensively with the Mexico 
Alliance team and saw very 
few churches in that large 
city.  We learned that there 
is a 5-state area in Mexico 
that missiologists refer to 
as the “Circle of Silence,” 
where less than 2 % of the 
population are born again 
believers. It has been also 
called the 10-40 window of 
this hemisphere.   
Guadalajara, a city of over 
5.6 million is a significant 
part of this area with such a 
great spiritual need. 
 Our calling has 
always been to go to the 
least reached. That is what 
brought us to the 
Dominican Republic over 
30 years ago. At that time 
the number of born-again 
believers was quite low.   
Over the last 30 plus years, 
God has worked in 
wonderful ways in the 
Dominican Republic and 
the church has grown and 
is impacting this nation.   
Some stats say that it is 
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The Stutler’s New 
Mission Field: from 
the DR to Mexico! 

Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA



Pine Knolls Alliance Church June 2019
almost 30% evangelical 
Christians (though a lower 
number in the professional 
class areas). 
 Over the years, God 
has given us the joy of 
being part of starting four 
churches. Planting 
churches is our passion 
and what we believe God 
has made us to do. The 
Alliance church here in the 
Dominican is getting 
stronger every day and that 
is such a blessing. God has 
raised up godly leaders and 
we believe that the church 
can go forward very well.  
Here in Punta Cana, God 
also has done amazing 
things over the last 10 
years. When we moved 
here in 2009, there was no 
evangelical church in our 
community nor anyone 
reaching the professional 
class families in the area 
and today Alianza 
celebrates its eighth year of 
growing ministry reaching 
the professional families in 
Punta Cana. All this has 
come through your prayers 
and giving. 
 It will be very hard to 
leave, but we are certain 
that we are doing what God 
wants us to do. The people 
of Guajajara are important 
to Jesus and we are so 
blessed to have an 
opportunity to take the 
message of HIS love to 
them too. The Alliance in 
Mexico has an exciting plan 
to start 5 new churches in 

Guadalajara and also to 
form 5 church plant core 
groups in the surrounding 
states by 2025. We have 
been invited to be part of 
that exciting move of God 
and to join this team to 
plant a church in 
Guadalajara. 
 In some ways it is a 
crazy thing to start over 
when you are in your 60s, 
but we are so very excited 
to step out in faith and see 
the amazing plans God 
has. We are convinced that 
the best place to be is in 
God’s will. So, we are 
inviting you all to once 
again accompany us on 
this exciting faith-filled risk 
as we live the call together 
seeking to take the love of 
Christ to those who still 
need to hear. Just as you 
have done for more than 30 
years here in the 

Dominican Republic, we 
need you to live the call 
together with us in 
Guadalajara through your 
faithful prayers and giving. 
 Please be in prayer 
for us as we finish up here 
in the DR. We recently told 
our church family here in 
Punta Cana. To be honest, 
it wasn’t easy. To many we 
are their first pastors.   
There were quite a few 
tears shed as you can 
imagine, but God has 
worked so wonderfully in 
the lives here and they are 
excited about the future 
God has for all of us. We 
have just a little over 3 
months left here in the 
Dominican Republic. There 
are still lots of exciting 
ministry plans for the next 
couple of months (which 
we will be telling you about 
in upcoming letters.)  We 
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really want to finish well 
here leaving a real impact 
for the Kingdom. There are 
also many things to be 
done as we conclude over 
30 years of life and ministry 
here.  Your continued 
prayers for us are so 
important to us right now. 
 Thank you so much 
for all your love, prayers 
and faithful giving to the 
Great Commission Fund, 
our outfit and work special 
funds. You are such great 
partners and have been 
such a great part of the last 
30 plus years. We look 
forward to continuing to 
partner together with you 
all and to see the exciting 
plans God has for the 
future. We thank God for 
you! 

Joyfully Living the Call 
Together, 

Zac and Julie Stutler 
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Ongoing Ministry 
Offerings 

Student Ministry 

Foundations Class, downstairs 
in Children’s Ministry, Sundays 

at  
9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Ministry 

Common to Man, Men’s 
gathering, Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

Saturday Morning–7:30 

a.m. (no childcare)  
Facilitator:  Lorin Whorf 
•Discerning the Voice 
of God  

  

PKA 
Support 
Groups 

Celebrate 
Recovery 

Sundays 6-8:30 
pm, PKA foyer  
(dinner at 5 p.m. on 
the 1st and 3rd Sun. 

of the month) 
Do you have a hurt, 
habit or hang-up that 

has interfered with 
your spiritual life? 

Celebrate Recovery is 
a 12-step Christ-
centered recovery 

program. No fee, and 
confidentiality is 

respected. 

The Landing 
For middle and high 
school students, this 
program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles 
of dysfunction while 
experiencing God’s 

incredible forgiveness 
and healing. Sundays 

6-8:15 pm, The 
Student Center 

GriefShare   
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
in The Potter’s House Pine Knolls Exists to 

Experience and Share 
the Hope and Healing of 

Jesus.


