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By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 There are many 
dimensions to prayer 
but in the space I 
have, I’d like to talk to 
you about two of them.  

Prayer as a Soul 
Whisper – In his book 
Daring to Draw Near, 
John White (a noted 
Christian psychologist) 
recounts a time when he 
asked a client if he could 
talk to her about something 
very personal.  “Oh, you 
mean my sex life,” she 
responded.  “No,” White 
answered, “Your prayer 
life.” 
 There is a place 
within each of us that is 
hidden from others.  In fact, 

we may not even be aware 
of the deep desires that 
reside in this place.   Long 
before we put words to 
these longings they find 
their way into our sighs, our 
groans and our 
spontaneous 
expressions . . .  of joy or of 
sorrow.  The Apostle Paul 
tells us the Holy Spirit is the 
one who translates our 

sighs and whispers into a 
language God understands 
(Romans 8:26,27). 
 My prayers to God 
that come from this deep 
place are mostly short 
(“Help him, Father.”  “Not 
that, God.“  “Thank You.”).  
They are rarely thought out 
but instead seem to leak 
out of my mouth without my 
mind seeming to be aware 
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THE MESSENGER

A Note From Your Friendly Messenger Editor 

Greetings Pine Knolls Family Near and Far! 
 We contributing writers to The Messenger have decided to 

try something new. As you read through this month’s issue, you may 
notice a theme stretching across much of the content — This 

month’s focus is regarding Prayer. We will be changing the theme 
each month to allow our readers time to dig deeper into the intricate 
facets of our faith and our awesome God. We’re hoping this subtle 
shift is a blessing to you, and we welcome any theme suggestions 

or feedback! Feel free to email me directly at 
melissabguay@gmail.com with any comments. Be Blessed!

Some 
Dimensions of 

Prayer

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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of the words that are 
formed.  Maybe you can 
relate to this.  Maybe you 
never thought these barely 
formed sentences were 
prayers.  But they are.  In 
fact, I think part of the 
reason Jesus told His 
disciples to pray in private 
(Matthew 6:5) was so that 
they could pray messy, 
honest, raw, unfiltered 
prayers.  Prayers that are 
shaped not by our minds 
but as whispers from our 
souls. 

Prayer as a Blessing –  
Jesus instructed his 
disciples to pray in secret 
yet many prayers were 
intended to be heard by 
those who were being 
prayed for.  I call this the 
Prayer Blessing.  It is a 
Prayer because God is the 

only one who can fulfill the 
request.  It is a Blessing 
because it encourages 
those who hear it. 
 A great example of a 
Blessing Prayer is found in 
Paul’s letter to the church 
in Ephesus.  It was 
intended to be a blessing to 
those who first read it and, 
by God’s Spirit, it blesses 
us as we read it.  “I pray 
that out of His glorious 
riches He may strengthen 
you with power through His 
Spirit in your inner being, 
so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith.  
And I pray that you, rooted 
and established in love, 
may have power, together 
with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses 

knowledge.”  As I read 
Blessing Prayers I am 
thankful for the thought and 
love woven into them.  
Here’s what you need to 
know – you don’t need to 
be a pastor to pray a 
Blessing Prayer for 
someone.  You may not be 
ready to pray a Blessing 
Prayer for your hair stylist 
but you could start by 
praying one over your 
child . . . or for a friend . . . . 
. .or for your spouse.  It 
doesn’t need to be 
eloquent.  Direct it to God.  
Let it encourage the one 
who hears it. 
 And now, “Thank 
You, Father, for hearing the 
whispers of our souls.  
Incline Your ear to us and 
hear our prayers.” 

In His grip,  Pastor Steve 
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June’s Memory Verse: Jeremiah 29: 12-13
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By 
Pastor 
Justin 
Fischer 

 The youth of this 
generation live in a world 
that is changing at a rate 
that has never before been 
seen in the history of 
mankind. Consider this: the 
amount of information that 
young people must sift 
through on a daily, or even 
moment-by-moment, basis 
is huge! Studies have 
shown that in 1900 the 
amount of collective 
knowledge (or written 
information) doubled every 
100 years. That is a pretty 
impressive rate. That 
means that all of the 
knowledge and information 
from all of man’s existence 
was doubled in 100 years, 
and then that amount 
would be doubled in 100 
years, and so on. However, 
this rate of increase 
became much quicker with 

many inventions and 
technological advances 
over the past 118 years. In 
1945 information doubled 
every 25 years, and in 
1982 information doubled 
in just about 1 year. Think 
about that! Then consider 
this: some predictions show 
that by the year 2020 
information will double 
every hour. 
 This is an 
overwhelming inundation of 
information. Children are 
trying to learn as much of 
this information as 
possible, sometimes in 
challenging new ways. 
Teens are sifting through 
this information trying to 
determine what is true and 
where they belong in all of 
it. With this flood of words, 
thoughts, images, and 
ideas it is certainly as 
important, if not more 

important, than ever to pray 
for the young people of this 
generation.* This task, 
much like the ever-
increasing amount of 
information, can seem 
overwhelming. So, let me 
offer a few ways that you 
can focus your prayers for 
young people. 

Get to Know Some Kids 
 Perhaps you are a 
parent or a grandparent to 
a young person. If so, then 
you already have some 
people to pray for. If not, 
then get to know some 
kids! Identify some young 
people that you can pray 
specifically for: your friend’s 
kids, your co-worker’s kids, 
or kids from a certain local 
school. You could even 
volunteer to serve with 
Children’s Ministry on 
Sunday mornings or 
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AWANA on Wednesday 
nights, or with Student 
Ministry at Connect on 
Wednesday nights or 
Foundations on Sunday 
mornings! The more you 
know about a young person 
the more specifically you 
will be able to pray for 
them. 

Decisions 
 There are a myriad 
of decisions that must be 
made regularly by young 
people with all of the 
information they are 
encountered with. They 
must decide what is true 
and what is false, what is 
good and what is bad, who 
can be trusted and who 
cannot, and so many other 
things. In the midst of all of 
this micro information 
sifting and decision making 
there are some huge 
issues at stake, especially 
related to faith. As you pray 
for young people, pray for 
wisdom as they make their 
decisions. Pray that they 
would be protected from all 
of the lies that exist in their 
world. Pray that their 
decisions would be 
founded on truth, and that 
they would be drawn closer 
to God through them. 

Understanding Truth 
 Along with all of the 
information that young 
people are bombarded with 
comes the issue of truth. A 
huge question that faces 

this generation is, “Does 
truth actually exist, or is 
everything relative?” It is 
critical that young people 
understand the power of 
the truth of God and His 
Word. Pray for the young 
people that you know, and 
the young people of our 
church, regarding their 
understanding of the truths 
of God. Pray that they 
would establish their lives 
upon the foundation of the 
truth of God’s Word. Also, 
pray that they would 
understand that God’s 
Word and truths are to be a 
filter for all other 
information, and not the 
other way around! 

Transitions 
 Moving from one 
grade in school to the next 
can seem rather 
insignificant to an adult. 
However, in the life of a 
child or teen, it can be 
monumental. Young people 
go through major 
changes on a 
regular basis. 
Imagine being 
transferred to a 
different division in 
your company 
every year, or even 
having to work with 
9 different 
departments every 
day. Compound 
that with the 
physical changes 
that all adolescents 
experience, as well 

as the unstable homes that 
many grow up in, and it is 
no wonder that their lives 
can seem very unstable. 
Pray for young people that 
are going through a 
transition: changing grades 
or schools, moving, divorce 
or separation of parents, 
loss of a close friend or 
relative, and more. Pray 
that their transition would 
cause them to lean into and 
depend upon God in their 
time of uncertainty and 
need. Pray especially for 
those that are graduating 
high school and college this 
time of year! 

 These are just a few 
ideas to get you going. If 
you’d like to share other 
ideas with me, feel free to 
email me at 
jfischer@pineknolls,net. Or, 
if you’d like to share them 
with our church family, then 
post your thoughts to our 
PKA Facebook page. 
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If you are the parent or 
grandparent of a teenager a 

great resource to use is 
Prayers for My Teen, by 

Mark Gregston.
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By 
Melissa 
Guay 
  
As I 
consider 
the ebb 

and flow of my own prayer 
life, and how it relates to 
those times I felt most in 
tune and aligned with God, 
or conversely the times I 
felt most distant, I have 
come to the conclusion that 
ultimately prayer is an act 
of surrender. 
 The times I felt most 
distant from God are those 
when I forgot or avoided 
prayer. The moments when 
I most clearly experienced 
God in a one-on-one 
intimate interaction, were 
always times of routine 
prayer — where I 
intentionally sought His 
presence regularly. 
  
Surrendering Time    
 Routine prayer is a 
hard habit to create, and an 
easy one to break, so I’ve 
learned. Routine prayer is 
at its core surrender — we 
must regularly surrender 
our time. For me, first thing 
in the morning works best.  

 Being a mom of four, 
there aren’t too many 
times that offer me the 

opportunity for extended 
quiet. I know, however, if I 
wake before the household 
and seek time with God, I 
am blessed for it — and so 
is my day, my family, and 
my relationship with God. I 
have had this experience 
time and again. I've felt the 
exhilaration of the living 
word speaking directly to 
me in my quiet time and 
prayer as a result of 
intentionally and 
consistently setting apart 
time to be with God.  
 What God says in 
Jeremiah 29:12-13 has 
rung true in life over and 
over again: “Then you will 
call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen 
to you. You will seek me 
and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart.” 
How awesome is that. 
 Yet… if I am being 
honest I still struggle to 
maintain the practice of 
routine prayer. I am in the 
midst of one such deficit as 
I type. If there were late 
fees for overdue prayers, 
they’d revoke my card at 
the front desk. So, let me 
be the first to tell you, 
writing this has convicted 
me enough to know it’s 
time to get back at it. No 
matter how much I love my 
bed (and I do, ask anyone), 
I need to love God more.  

 We can also think of 
it this way: If our faith is 
indeed a relationship with 
the living God, then it takes 
time spent together. How 
can you have relationship 
with someone you don’t 
spend time with? You can’t. 
Plain and Simple.    
 We were made to 
interact with God — He 
desires our hearts and 
minds. And when we’re 
honest, what we truly 
desire is more of Him. And 
He’s waiting for us! 

Surrendering Authority  
 Second, prayer is an 
act of surrendering 
authority. When we pray for 
God to intervene on our 
behalf or that of others we 
are acknowledging that he 
has the power to do so. 
This opens the door for 
some really amazing stuff 
to occur. 
 One particularly 
desperate prayer of mine 
came at the end of long 
struggle in a relationship of 
mine. I came to God crying, 
pleading that I had tried 
everything I knew how to 
do to make it better and I 
was failing miserably. I 
asked Him to take the 
circumstance, begging Him 
to fix what I could not. And 
you know what— He did! 
That very night hardened 
hearts began to soften in a 
conversation that could 
have only occurred with 
God’s hand leading it. 
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Without that prayer, I 
wouldn’t have known to 
identify it as God’s 
interaction. I would have 
thought that it was mine. 
 This leads me to my 
next surrender: Prayer is 
also the surrender of Glory.   

Surrendering Glory  
 Prayer requires a 
surrender to God’s will.  He 
knows best, and when we 
pray we acknowledge that 
truth.  
 The awesome thing 
is we get to couple that 

truth with the fact that He 
truly wants what is best for 
us — when we pray in 
surrender to God, we are 
able to give Him the glory 
for the miracles that occur. 
When He changes our 
hearts, our desires, or 
intercedes on our behalf 
through answering our 
prayers, He gets the glory.  
 I was recently 
participating in a God of the 
Word study regarding 
Joseph, and during our 
small group discussion an 
incredible revelation came 

to surface: God never 
blesses anyone for the 
benefit of that person 
alone.  
 Think about it — I 
can’t think of a single time 
in the Bible or in my own 
experience that God’s 
blessing was for only one 
person. Prayer blesses our 
relationships because 
when we focus and give 
glory to God, we invite 
others to hear and 
understand and experience 
it with us. We get to 
participate in the blessing! 
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Join a Ladies  
Book Club! 
Order the book on your own and 
start reading - contact the 
facilitator to let her know you want 
to join the discussion dates and 
begin to ask the Lord to use this 
“tool” in your relationship with Him, in your life and with each other. 

“You Will Get Through This”, by Max Lucado. Facilitators: Maureen Galusha 
(maureeng32@msn) and Lynn Figura (lfigura@pineknolls.net) We will meet at Pine Knolls on 
Thursday mornings (June 14 & 28; July 2). 

“Pathway to Peace”, by Cheryl Elton. Facilitator: Carrie Shivka (shivkacarrie@gmail.com). 
This book explores key areas of life that help cultivate enduring peace- including handling 
stress, quieting your mind, prayer and forgiveness. We will meet in August at Carrie’s home - 
10 Little St., Hudson Falls (date to be determined). (This book can be purchased at the 
church office for $15.) 

“Raising Kids for True Greatness,” by Tim Kimmel. Facilitator: Lauren Varney 
(thevarneyfamily@gmail.com). We will meet on Tuesday, July 17, for discussion at either 
10:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. at Pine Knolls. 

“These Healing Hills”, by Ann H. Gabhart. Facilitator: Susan Therio (E-MailSusan to sign 
up: stherio1@frontiernet.net.) “Francine Howard has her life all mapped out until the soldier 
she planned to marry at WWII's end writes to tell her he's in love with a woman in England. 
Devastated, Francine seeks a fresh start in the Appalachian Mountains, training to be a nurse 
midwife for the Frontier Nursing Service.” 
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Excerpts from the C+MA 
History Books 

THEN & NOW  
When Alliance founder A. 
B. Simpson left a lucrative 
pastorate in New York City, 
he had a call from God to 
reach the lost masses both 
in New York and around the 
world.  
 Prostitutes, 
longshoremen, and the 
homeless received the 
reconciliation message that 
all people are eligible for 
Christ’s amazing grace. He 
established the New York 
Gospel Tabernacle to bring 
likeminded people together 
into an organization that 
could facilitate outreach 
ministries. 
 He set up the 
Missionary Training 
Institute (MTI) to provide 
training and resources for 
men and women God was 
calling to take the gospel to 
the world. During that time, 
Simpson’s group sent out 
the first team of 

missionaries to the Congo 
in 1884. 
 Since then, 
thousands of people have 
followed God’s call to serve 
through The Alliance in the 
United States and abroad. 
In 1974, The Christian and 
Missionary (C&MA) 
officially became a 
denomination, but it still 
had at its core a heart for 
overseas missions. Past 
Alliance president Dr. L. L. 
King said of the C&MA that 
it “was not established as a 
mission divorced from the 
normal activity of a church, 
but a church which had 
within it the life and function 
of a mission…. The mission 
came first and the church 
grew out of a mission.” 
 Today, the C&MA 
focuses on planting 
churches in the United 
States and overseas. 
Alliance international 
workers minister among the 
least reached peoples 

planting churches and 
training national church 
leaders, providing relief 
and development 
assistance, medical and 
dental care, and 
microenterprise projects. 
More than 2,000 churches 
in the U.S. minister Christ’s 
love to their communities 
and cities. 
The Founding Years 
(1887-1919) 
 The C&MA grew out 
of the vision of Rev. A.B. 
Simpson, a Presbyterian 
pastor from Canada. 
Simpson believed that 
Christ was not only his 
Savior, but also his 
Sanctifier, Healer, and 
Coming King through 
dramatic spiritual 
encounters that changed 
the direction of his life. 
Formed as a missionary 
society and not a 
denomination, early 
Alliance congregations 
were known as “branches” 
and were made up of 
members from most major 
denominations. Find out 
more about those early 
years where the movement 
began. 
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Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA

A Brief History of the 
Christian and 

Missionary Alliance
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Sacrifice and Expansion 
(1919-1946) After 
Simpson’s death in 1919, 
Dr. Paul Rader, a dynamic 
evangelist and pastor, was 
chosen to lead the C&MA. 
During this era the 
“tabernacle strategy” 
became popular. C&MA 
tabernacles sprung up in 
many U.S. cities and in 
Canada. The Great 
Depression and World War 
II had an impact on The 
Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, though it did not 
deter its expansion to new 
mission fields. Discover 
how challenging times 
fueled the movement. 
The Evangelical Era 
(1947-1974) Following 

World War II, many people 
began moving to the cities, 
and the C&MA continued to 
move forward. The 
tabernacles were 
exchanged for traditional 
church buildings and many 
C&MA churches moved to 
the suburbs. In 1974 the 
C&MA officially declared 
itself to be a denomination, 
along with a sweeping 
restructuring of the 
organization. During this 
time, Dr. A.W. Tozer and Dr. 
Louis L. King greatly 
influenced The Alliance. Dr. 
King as head of the 
missionary effort began to 
implement the indigenous 
church policy—envisioning 
each national church of the 

C&MA as self-
supporting, 

self-propagating, and self-
governing entity. Learn 
more about the growth of 
the church both overseas 
and domestically. 
 
The Missionary Church 
Era (1975-present) 
The C&MA in the U.S. and 
Canada became 
increasingly multicultural 
with the influx of refugees 
from Southeast Asia in the 
mid-1970s, and immigrants 
from many parts of the 
world. As ethnic churches 
were planted the 
awareness of a need for 
mission-sending 
congregations was never 
higher. Find out how The 
Alliance is answering the 
call to go and make 
disciples.
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Pine Knolls Exists to Experience and 
Share the Hope and Healing of Jesus.

PKA Support Groups 
Celebrate Recovery  

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has 
interfered with your spiritual life? Celebrate 
Recovery is a 12-step Christ-centered recovery 
program. No fee, and confidentiality is respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer (dinner at 5 p.m. 
on the 1st and 3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this program 
helps teens avoid or break cycles of dysfunction 
while experiencing God’s incredible forgiveness 
and healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

Financial Information 
for  April 2018  

Actual			$88,018														YTD								$284,886	
Budget	$85,500															YTD								$290,700	
Over						$2,518																Under				(-$5,814)	
Benevolent	
Actual			$1,867																	YTD								$2,792	
Missions	
Actual			$8,925																	YTD								$6,695	
Debt	ReducHon																
Actual			$871																				YTD								$1,894


