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A Hope Worth 
Sharing  

“Pine Knolls exists to 
experience and share the 
hope and healing of 
Jesus.”  

By Pastor 
Bill Church 

Below is a 
typical 
inscription 
on a grave 
in the days 
of the 
apostle 
Paul:  

I was not  
I became  
I am not  
I care not. 
 Couldn’t those 
words describe the despair 
of many in our day?  
People living without hope 
abound, even among the 
young.  Many settle for 
pseudo hope - hope in 
objects or pleasures that 
are fleeting.  Others base 
their hope in lies. Inevitably 
they become disillusioned 
when they realize their 

hope was founded on false 
promises. 
 Contrast the ancient 
grave inscription above 
with Jesus’ promise to His 
followers, “I have told you 
these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In 
this world you will have 
trouble, but be of good 
cheer, for I have overcome 
the world.” (John 16:33) 
Without denying the reality 
of life’s trouble and 
suffering, Jesus proclaims 
Himself to be the true 
source of peace and hope.  

“. . . in me you will have 
peace, even though in 
this world you will have 
trouble.” 
 Jesus declares what 
the Scriptures teach from 
beginning to end – genuine 
hope is rooted in a 
relationship with God 
through faith in Jesus the 
Christ. 
 We tend to connect 
hope to a passion for what 
is possible. For instance, 
we hope for a possible 
change in our 
circumstances that will 
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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s Pen

The Ministry Minute 
Children’s Ministry has added a Prayer Wall in the 
downstairs foyer. Come check it out! 
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bring something good. The 
jobless person hopes for a 
job. We hope for healing of 
an illness, or for 
reconciliation with another 
person.  These are good 
things for which to pray and 
hope.  As we patiently wait 
on God, He may bring them 
about. 
 But if He doesn’t, the 
Christian’s hope is not 
extinguished because 
biblical hope, the hope 
Jesus offers, flows from a 
passion for God’s 
promises, not merely from 
a  passion for possible 
change in our 
circumstances. 
 Our circumstances 
may not change.  Trouble 
and heartache may 
continue, but we have 
Jesus.  Jesus promises to 
love, care, and provide for 
us today. Jesus promises a 
future for us far better than 
we can imagine, regardless 
of our present 
circumstances. 
 Jesus brings hope 
today by fulfilling His 
promise to gradually 
transform our inner being.  
As we learn to trust Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit transcribes 
Jesus’ own character within 
us even as we take each 
struggling step toward the 
future. 
 Do you remember a 
time when you grew closer 
to God and stronger in Him 
during times of trouble or 
distress?  You trusted 

Jesus’ promises.  His 
presence strengthened you 
in your inner being.  
Instead of falling into 
despair and hopelessness 
you took heart. 
 Perhaps hope arose 
even though your 
circumstances hadn’t 
changed. Maybe even 
through tears or restless 
nights Jesus presence and 
promises brought hope that 
sustained you. 
 You were 
experiencing the hope of 
Jesus - hope rooted in your 
relationship with the One 
who loves you, who has 
promised to never leave 
you nor forsake you, the 
One who has a future for 
you, the One who has 
overcome the world.  It was 
hope rooted in truth - Jesus 
the Truth. 
 Jesus brings the 
hope of inner 
transformation today. Jesus 
also brings hope for the 
future.  Jesus promises 
resurrection. This life is 
short and uncertain. But 
Jesus’ resurrection insures 
our resurrection to eternal 
life with Him. Resurrection 
hope takes the sting out of 
death. “Where, O death, is 
your victory? Where, O 
death, is your sting?” 
 That’s why when 
death invades our circle of 
friends or family our grief 
may be intense but it is not 
without hope.  Resurrection 
means that we will be 

together again forever with 
those who have died in the 
Lord. “And so shall we be 
with the Lord forever.” 
 Our resurrection will 
occur when Jesus appears 
the second time. Not only 
will our bodies be liberated 
from the bondage of decay, 
so will the entire creation – 
new heavens, new earth, 
life together with God 
forever!  
Everything you and I hope 
for in life and death is 
wrapped up in Jesus. “For 
none of us lives to himself, 
and none of us dies to 
himself. For if we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s.” (Romans 14:7-8) 
 We are not our own, 
but belong body and soul, 
both in life and death, to 
God and to our Savior 
Jesus Christ. That is hope 
worth experiencing and 
worth sharing. 
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By Teanna Fullen 
Director of Children’s 
Ministries 
 In the South Glens 
Falls community there are 
many latch key children in 
the late summer. Most 
camps and events finish 
midway through August, 
leaving many parents 
scrambling as to what to do 
with their children until 
school starts. Some will 
take time off from work, 
some children will stay with 
relatives, and some will 
allow their children to stay 
at home alone. We at Pine 
Knolls would like to reach 
out into the community and 
help.So this year we will be 
taking our Vacation Bible 
School outside of the 
church building. We will be 
hosting a Free Summer 

Camp to the community the 
week of August 21 through 
August 25 from 9:00 am 
until 3:00 pm every day that 
week. It will be held at the 
Moreau Town Park.  We 
will be hosting Kindergarten 
through 5th grade, and 
Preschoolers can come 
accompanied by a parent.   
This is for community 
children and our own PKA 
children. 
 A full day program 
will allow us the freedom of 
“time”, something that is 
rushed in a standard VBS 
program. We will have 
ample time to worship with 
fun music, complete a craft, 
play fun games, complete a 
service project, play 
organized sports, as well 
as eat lunch and snacks.  
So we will have a jam 
packed day of fun and 
learning about who Jesus 
is and how much he loves 
us. Our own PKA children 
have been learning how to 
share their faith with other 
children through the last 
few VBS programs as well 

as Sunday morning 
teaching and the Awana 
program, so they can bring 
their unchurched friends 
and neighbor children, 
encouraging them as they 
participate in camp 
activities. We will all be 
putting our faith in action to 
serve the community of 
South Glens Falls. 
 We will be following 
that week with Summer 
Camp Sunday where we 
will invite the camp families 
to attend church and hear a 
little about what their 
children did during the 
week. It will also allow our 
Pine Knolls family to 
welcome and visit with the 
parents of the children.  
Following worship we will 
have a fun filled afternoon 
with a water slide, cookout, 
and fun events.  So we will 
start and end the week with  
fun and excitement! 
Sounds like you want to be 
a part of this right? 
Here is how you can be a 
part of this amazing event: 
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Summer Camp 
at Moreau Park! 

Family and 
Children’s 
Ministry
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Pray about your 

role in the camp.  We will 
need many volunteers to 
make it a successful and 
safe week. There is a job 
for everyone! 

Pray  about who 
you can invite…neighbor 
children…friend’s 
children…grandchildren… 

Pray for the 
community. We will be 
getting flyers out to the 
neighborhoods. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit brings the 
children to the park 
beause He wants them to 
be there. 

Pray for the hearts 
of the children in 
attendance that God will 
do a mighty work in them.

Pray for dry 
weather.  We will have a 
pavilion, but many events 
will be in the open area.   

Pray for the camp 
volunteers.  Pray for their 
health, and energy; and 
pray that they will build 
trusted relationships with 
the children who attend. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
work in and through them 
as they reach out to share 
the hope and healing that 
Jesus has to offer these 
precious children. 
 Recruiting for Go 
Big Summer Camp will 
begin on June 4. Pre-
Registration for children is 
encouraged.  Please 
begin lifting up this event 
in prayer! 
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LOST PEOPLE 
MATTER TO 
GOD… HE 

WANTS THEM 
FOUND 

By Glen Anderson   
 
 
 
  
  
 

Sometimes things that 
other people write about 
inspire and spur us on in 
our walk. I enjoy reading 
stories that get me excited 
and cause me to 
trust God for greater things 
in my life. Recently I was 
reading the introduction to 
a chapter in the 
Experiencing God study 
that our small group has 
been using. One of the 
major themes in the study 
is the fact that God is at 
work all around us and we 
should be looking to see 
where He is working and 

then join Him in the 
work. I appreciate 
what  Henry 
Blackaby shares at the 
beginning of Chapter 
11 that is titled 
Kingdom 

People: 
  
“When you respond to 
God’s invitation to an 
intimate love relationship 
with Him, He brings you 
into a special partnership 
with Himself.  God has 
added you to a local body 
of believers. Together you 
are the body of Christ in 
your community. As the 
head of your church,Christ 
Himself is guiding and 
working through your 
congregation to accomplish 
the will of the Father.  
 The Spirit who 
bonds you to other 
believers in the local 
church also connects you 
to all believers around the 
world. God’s people from 
every local body of Christ 
are part of God’s kingdom.  
Christians are kingdom 
people, and Christ Himself 
is the eternal king over His 
kingdom.  He ‘has made us 
to be a kingdom and priests 
to serve His God and 
father’ (Rev 1:6).  In this 
relationship with Christ as 
King, you become involved 
with His mission to 
reconcile a lost world to 
God. To be related to Christ 
is to be on mission with 
Him. You cannot be in 

relation with Jesus and not 
be on mission. Jesus said 
‘As the Father has sent me, 
I am sending you.’ (John 
20:21) 
 ‘God so loved the 
world that He gave his one 
and only Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have 
eternal life.’ (John 3:16)  
God fashioned Christ’s 
body by the Holy Spirit and 
placed Him in Mary. Christ 
became flesh and dwelled 
among us (see John 1:14).  
Jesus provided for our 
salvation through His death 
and resurrection. When 
Jesus returned to heaven, 
God fashioned a new body 
of Christ through the Holy 
Spirit. This body is the 
believers God has added to 
the church. 

Jesus now functions 
as the Head of His body, 
the local church, to guide it 
in carrying out the will of 
the Father. God established 
each church as a body of 
Christ so He could continue 
His redemptive work in the 
world. When Christ 
functions as the head of 
His church, God will use 
the body to carry out His 
will in every part of the 
earth.” May these thoughts 
encourage you to live your 
life with a purpose. 
Together lets join Him in 
helping every part of our 
world hear about His
grace. 
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Student Ministry 

Foundations Class, downstairs 
in Children’s Ministry, Sundays 

at 9:30 a.m. 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the 

Student Center, 

Men’s Ministry 

Common to Man, Men’s 
gathering, Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

Young Adults Gathering 

 
A place for college age/20-

somethings to do life together. 
We meet every other week and 
we are all about having fun as 

we support and encourage each 
other towards Christ. Please 

contact Paige Meacham if you 
interest in checking it out 

 518-409-3062  
or pnm1592@g.rit.edu

 Thank You! From Soeuth 
and Syna Lao 

During their visit to Pine Knolls in May, the 
congregation gave a love offering totaling 
$6,188 to our Pine Knolls Missionary Family 
in Cambodia.! Please Pray for the Lao’s as 
they continue God’s work in Cambodia. 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 

mailto:pnm1592@g.rit.edu
mailto:pnm1592@g.rit.edu
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Taking Thoughts 
Captive  

By 
Melissa 
Guay 

“You aren’t good enough.” 
“You aren’t smart enough” 
“You aren’t Christian 
enough” 
“Someone else does it 
better” 
“You aren’t…enough.”

This was my thought 
life before I learned to take 
thoughts captive in the 
name of Christ. It was 
exhausting, defeating, and 
sometimes crippling.

I am convinced that 
many a spiritual battle has 
been lost because of these 
types of destructive 
thoughts. I’ll go event 
further; I am convinced 
marriages have been 
destroyed, lives have been 
devastated, and growth in 
relationships with one 
another and God have 
been stunted as a result of 
an unbridled life within the 
mind. 

Here’s why: 
thoughts precede action. 

Before we engage in a 
destructive behavior, we 
consider it, or fantasize 

about it. Before we decide 
not to act on a prompting, 
good or bad, we weigh our 
options internally. 

When we think the 
same thoughts over and 
over they become habit, 
and we believe them. Our 
beliefs shape our actions. 
Our actions shape lives. 

This crucial point is 
why Paul wrote in 2 
Corinthians 10:5, “We 
demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets 
itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we 
take captive every thought 

to make it obedient to 
Christ.”

So, what does this 
look like in real life? For 
me, I have learned to put 
my thoughts on trial, asking 
questions like: 

Does this align with 
what God tells me in the 
Bible? 

Does this thought 
bring me closer to the 
things of God or farther 
away? 

Will acting on this 
thinking lead me down a 
path God doesn't want me 
to go? 

When the answers 
to these questions lead to 
distance from God, I tell 
that thought, “I reject you in 
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Hide it in Your Heart: June’s 
Memory Verse:  
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the name of Jesus.” It is 
incredibly liberating, 
especially for self-
defeatism. 

When I hear that 
voice tell me I am not 
enough, I tell it, I am 
adored by the Creator of 
the Universe. When my 
thoughts tempt me into 
tiptoeing toward a past 
addiction, I tell them I am a 
new creation in Christ. 
When I stumble and feel 
“not Christian enough,” I 
confess, and tell that 
thought I’ve been washed 
whiter than snow in Christ’s 
blood.

When I discover a 
thought pattern wrapped in 
pride or insecurity (the 
other side of the same coin 
as pride) I remind myself 
Christ within me is the only 

source of confidence I 
need. 

Pastor Kenneth 
Hagin once said, “Negative 
thoughts are like birds; you 
can't keep them from flying 
around your head but you 
can keep them from 
building a nest in your hair.”

I have learned as I 
take thoughts captive in 
Christ’s name, the nests in 
my hair have gradually 
decreased. The negative 
thoughts return less 
frequently. Temptations to 
past habits are reduced, 
and take less time to go 
away during each 
episode. Praise God.

I have also learned 
through taking thoughts 
captive how God truly 
sees me as His child, how 
much He loves me, and 

how much He has planned 
for me to do in response to 
that never ending love.

I believe the scariest 
thing to the enemy of our 
souls is a mind set on the 
things of God — because 
those thoughts, prayers, 
and beliefs lead to action in 
God’s power for His 
purposes, and our benefit.
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PKA Support 
Groups  

Celebrate Recovery  
Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-
up that has interfered with your 
spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery 
is a 12-step Christ-centered 
recovery program. No fee, and 
confidentiality is respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer 
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school 
students, this program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing 
God’s incredible forgiveness and 
healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student 
Center 

Pine Knolls exists to experience and share 
the hope and healing of  Jesus.

Financial Information for  
April 2017 

Actual   $95,442 YYD $329,430 
Budget $86,320 YTD $310,754
Over $9,122 YTD $18,676

Benevolence $2,792 YTD $13,468
Missions $6,695 YTD $21,755

Debt Reduction $1,894 YTD $6,593
Remaining on the Mortgage $260,887


