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By Steve 
VanDixhorn 

January	
2017	

I’m writing 
this Pastor’s 

Pen in the aftermath of a 
wonderful Christmas 
Season in the life of Pine 
Knolls.  In the past month 
we: 

• Gave 440 
shoeboxes of gifts to 
children in need 
through Operation 
Christmas Child 

• Blessed more than 
20 children through 
the Headstart 
Program operating 
in our building 

• Came alongside 
more than 15 
families in financial 
difficulty in our 
church family 

• Developed and 
delivered the 
amazing production 

Home for 
Christmas 

• Provided many 
opportunities for 
people in our area to 
hear the message of 
hope found in the 
birth of Jesus.  
These included Grief 
Share Holiday 
Program, the Ladies’ 
Christmas 
Celebration, 
Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day 
services. 

 In addition, ongoing, 
effective ministry within 
Men’s Ministry, Ladies 
Bible Study, AWANA, 
Children and Student 
Ministry has continued 
without missing a beat.  It 
has been a fantastic 
season.  These events are 
like colorful blossoms on a 
plant or shrub.  The 
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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s Pen

The Ministry Minute 
Just one of the many entertaining radio commercials that made 
Pine Knolls own “Home For Christmas” production such a treat  
to watch. The play was written, produced, and acted by people 
who call Pine Knolls their own.  

Photo by: Pastor Joshua  

Reflec&ng	on	the	
Unseen	in	2016	
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blossoms get most of the 
attention and compliments 
but any gardener knows 
that beautiful blossoms are 
only possible if there is 
healthy soil.  The visible is 
completely dependent on 
the invisible (or at least, 
less visible).  So, I’d like to 
shine the light on some of 
the less visible aspects of 
Pine Knolls. 

Financial Giving – I 
realize money isn’t exactly 
invisible at Pine Knolls.  
Every Sunday we receive 
an offering.  Nearly every 
bulletin includes a record of 
giving from the past week 
and year to date giving.  
And every year we 
distribute a budget.  Yet, 
there aren’t very many 
times where I acknowledge 
just how important your 
giving is to the ongoing 
ministry of Pine Knolls.  It 
isn’t the MOST important 
way you support what 
happens within Pine Knolls 
but it does matter.  Your 
financial commitment to 
Pine Knolls has supported: 
staff salaries, well 
maintained facilities, 
ministry related costs and 
outreach to people near 
and far.  As you have given 
willingly and sacrificially 
you have made the “soil” of 
Pine Knolls capable of 
sustaining and nurturing 
growth. 

Prayer – I’m more and 
more convinced that prayer 
is behind every ministry 
that has a lasting impact.  
Most of you will never 
preach a message at Pine 
Knolls.  Many of you will 
not lead a Bible Study or 
chaperone students to LIFE 
or visit a shut-in.  A few of 
you may not ever serve in 
any official capacity within 
Pine Knolls.  But you 
PRAY.  I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you 
and to ask you to continue 
in this vital, invisible 
ministry.  As you pray, you 
are making the “soil” of 
Pine Knolls one in which 
the Holy Spirit is free to 
direct and empower. 

Serving behind the 
scenes -  Many of you are 
actively serving in ways 
that will never garner 
public attention.  Your 
service isn’t High Profile 
but it is Highly Valued.  
Not only do we appreciate 
what you do (make coffee, 
prepare materials for 
Children’s Ministry, fold 
bulletins, serve on a 
clean-up crew, cut the 
lawn), we appreciate 
YOU.  Thank you for 
making the “soil” of Pine 
Knolls rich in kindness 
and joy. 

As we move into 2017 
there will be many 
beautiful blossoms – 
services, ministry events, 

baptisms, public 
professions of faith.  May 
we give thanks for these 
even as we praise God for 
the soil from which they 
have come. 

In His grip, 
Pastor Steve 
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PKA Support 
Groups  

Celebrate Recovery  
Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-
up that has interfered with your 
spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery 
is a 12-step Christ-centered 
recovery program. No fee, and 
confidentiality is respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer 
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school 
students, this program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing 
God’s incredible forgiveness and 
healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student 
Center 

GriefShare  

Tuesday evenings – 7:00 p.m. in 
The Potter’s House.

VISITORS 

WANTED: 
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By Melissa 
Guay 

I am a 
champion of excess. I 
always have been. This 
isn’t an excess of things, 
but an excess of doing. 
 It’s easy to see the 
places where I’ve lived in 
overdrive when I wasn’t 
focusing on God. In my 
early twenties, I was 
always the last person 
standing at the party. I’d 
work several jobs at a 
time. Even in college, I 
received credit for three 
academic programs, 
when one would have 
sufficed. 
 In the small places, 
I have been an addict of 
every little thing. I listen to 
only one band at time, but 
all the time. I devour 
every book by a single 
author.  I’ve even done all 
liquid diets, and crash 
exercise programs. 
 This all-or-nothing 
mentality has its footing in 
my journey with God. 
When I spring-boarded 
into an adult relationship 
with Christ I came at it 

full-speed, and awkward. 
I filled every moment with 
reading scripture, and 

immediately 
supplemented it with 
another’s book regarding 

his opinion of the scripture. 
I tackled faith with an 
academic spirit that was so 
loud and constant it 
squashed any chance for 
the still small voice of the 
Holy Spirit to be heard. 
 I was so busy trying 
to be a master of the 
written word that I left no 

room for hearing what was 
being spoken to me by the 
living God. There was no 
pause to listen. Essentially, 
I was missing the whole 
point. 
 It is no big surprise 
that stillness is tough for 
me. I am a doer. I take 
pride in being someone 
who gets things done. I am 
reliable and responsible, 
and I have told myself 
many times if I don’t do it, 
than no one will. My 
schedule reflects this 
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 A New Language

Learning to be Still 

Hide it in Your Heart: January’s 
Memory Verse:  
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mentality and it is spiritual 
suicide wrapped in pride. 
God has been working on 
me to unwrap it all in 
stillness. 
 This stillness isn’t 
just referring to prayer, as 
I’ve always assumed, but it  
is a way of living. It’s an 
existence that leaves room 
for God to move and 
speak, and time for plans to 
change at His command. It 
is an art form at which I am 
a novice. 
 God has revealed to 
me that doing has become 
my latest addiction, at the 
expense of my relationship 
with Him and my family – 
even when I believe all the 
doing is for them. 
 I am not an island. 
My busyness of life and 
mind feeds into the lives of 
those around me, those I 
treasure the most. My 
temper is short, my energy 
exhausted, and my faith 
feels frail. I’ve come to 
realize busyness isn’t 
living; it’s numbing. 
 This revelation came 
in the startling form of mild 
and seemingly random 
anxiety attacks over the 
past several weeks. And 
while the experience has 
been most unpleasant, I 
must admit it has been a 
gift. God is forcing me to 
slow down. 
 He is insisting that I 
remember to just breathe. 
He is asking me to let Him 
hold me, right here, as I 

am. He is asking me to 
refocus on Him, and there 
is rest there. 
 Psalm 62:5-7 says, 
“Yes, my soul, find rest in 
God; my hope comes from 
him. Truly he is my rock 
and my salvation; he is 
my fortress, I will not be 
shaken. My salvation and 
my honor depend on 
God; he is my mighty 
rock, my refuge.” 
 In this spirit, I am 
embarking on a New 
Year’s resolution to do 
less universally in pride, 
for the sake of doing 
more specifically for the 
works God has made me. 
Just a few days in, and 
I’ve already tasted victory. 
My anxiety is lessening; 
the haze in my mind is 
clearing, and I feel God 
drawing nearer as I seek 
Him. Amidst a time where 
things feel strained and 
forced, I am experiencing 
the slow let go to release 
and rest.  
 And just last night, 
as my family sat together 
at the dinner table for the 
first time in longer than I 
care to admit, an easy joy 
seeped in. My silly 10-
year-old missed her chair 
while sitting down, and a 
deep, genuine laughter 
bubbled from within each 
of us and set the tone for 
a time enjoying just being 
together -- a silly, simple, 
and filling moment courtesy 

of doing less in order to 
experience more. 
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Financial 
Information for  
November 2016 

Actual   $70,971       
YTD $837,807 

Budget  $67,692     
YTD  $812,308 

Over/(under) $3,279 
YTD $25,499 

Benevolent Fund  
$3,152   
YTD $30,498 

Missions   
$4,333   
YTD $52,968 

Debt Reduction 
$1,396   
YTD $16,279 

Remaining on Mortgage  
$313,732 
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Missions Strategy 
for 2017 

By Glen Anderson 

 Just a few months 
ago we had a great 
opportunity at PKA to hear 
from Dr. Tim Crouch, the 
head of International 
Ministries of the C&MA.  
While he was with us, Tim 
shared many things about 
the C&MA missions 
program as well as exciting 
stories of how God is 
moving around the world.   
 On Saturday 
morning he spoke about 
being strategic in our 
efforts to reach the world 
for Christ.  What is the best 
way to impact the world?  
Are we simply responding 
to the many opportunities 
that exist or are we being 
focused in our outreach?   
 Developing a better 
balance in our Missions 

focus is something 
that we on the PKA 
missions team would 
like to focus on in 
2017.  We want to 
follow His calling for 
us.  We want to 

maximize our global 
impact.  We want to reach 
those who are un-reached.  
We have a God given 
opportunity to help the 
Church as a whole succeed 
in bringing the Gospel to 
many dark places in our 
world. 
 As a result of these 
thoughts we, with the input 
of Pastor Steve and Pastor 
Bill, have developed a 
strategy regarding missions 
for 2017.  We would love to 
share it  with you.   We as 
the missions team of PKA 
desire to use these strategy 
points as we assist the 
Pastoral staff at PKA run 
the missions program in 
2017.   
 Our top 5 priorities 
for 2017 are: 
  
1.  Introduce 3 new 
partnership fields with 
focus on un-reached 

people groups in the first 
half of 2017.  

2.  Visit at least one of 
these new partnership 
fields in 2017. 

3.  Develop a plan to 
intentionally emphasize 
missions among the 
children and youth at PKA. 

4.  Provide C&MA 
international and other 
domestic missions 
experiences for PKA 
adherents.    

5.  Reassess support for 
non-Alliance missions for 
the 2017 budget. 

 Please be praying 
for the missions team as 
we try to help PKA become 
more strategic and effective 
in our missions outreach 
and awareness.  In the end 
we simply need to follow 
Him into the fields.  For the 
harvest is plentiful and the 
workers are still few.   

Thank you for 
getting involved and 
engaged in missions at 
PKA.  
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Go and Make 
Disciples: Missions 

At PKA
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Over the Christmas Season Pine Knolls 
participated in a kindness campaign 

titled “Share The Gift,” where we were  
encouraged to spread kindness to 

others. Here are just a few of the many 
who rose to the challenge to love as 

Christ first loved us.
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Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, downstairs in 

Children’s Ministry, Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, starting 
Wed. Jan. 4 downstairs in 

Children’s Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the 

Student Center,  

Ladies Ministry 
Ladies Bible Studies Begin January 
17 

Morning Studies: 
God of the Word – Facilitated 
by Jen Anderson 

Daniel (continuation of Fall 
study) – Facilitated by Kristy 
Fischer 

Living Beyond Your Feelings 
– Facilitated by Lori Higley 

Evening Study: 
The Armor of God by 
Priscilla Shirer – Facilitated 
by Karen Tucker 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 
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A BIG Thank You to everyone who 
helped make this production 

happen. From scriptwriters, to 
sound booth, hairstylists to 

musicians, talent sure is plentiful 
at Pine Knolls! Praise the Lord!

Pine Knolls exists to see people of  all ages become 
fully-devoted followers of  Christ through the power 
of  His Word, His Spirit, and His people.


