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Discerning the 
Voice of God 

By Pastor Steve 
Vandixhorn 

 The Bible 
includes many 
instances where men 
(Moses), women, 
(Hannah) and children 
(Samuel) heard the 
voice of God.  Hearing 
the voice of God wasn’t 
an everyday occurrence 
but it wasn’t treated 
with skepticism because 
they understood God was a 
revealing, communicating 
Being.  In most of the 
instances where the 
Scriptures state “God 
spoke”, they are using the 
same language as they 
would to say “Moses 
spoke”.  In other words, the 
voice of God would have 
been heard audibly.   

 But that isn’t always 
what is meant today when 
people say, “God spoke to 
me.”  Most of the time, 
people are referring to an 
impression or inner voice or 
unexpected thought they 
experience with startling 
clarity.  The statement, 
“God spoke to me”, raises 
lots of questions for me.  
Questions like, “Are you 

sure?  How do you know 
this was God?  Could this 
have been your voice?  Is it 
possible you’re putting 
words in God’s mouth?” 
These are valid questions 
and worth exploring at 
another time.  Let me say 
here, I believe God still 
speaks.  And just 
importantly, I want Him to 
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THE MESSENGER

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US! 
You may notice this newsletter is a joint Jan/Feb issue, and that’s 

because layout is difficult while we are in Kenya on a Missions Trip 
with Hope For Kenya! Thank you for the awesome support you 
have poured over us. Through your prayers and the generous 

financial contributions of our Missions Team, we are blessed to be 
able to be blessing to others. We are so very grateful for you! ~ 

Melissa Guay and Chelsea Paniccia

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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speak to me.  So how can I 
hear His voice? 
 Discerning God’s 
voice happens naturally as 
I spend time with him.  
Jesus referred to himself as 
the good shepherd.  He 
said that his sheep know 
his voice (John 10:1-6).  
Sheep recognized the 
voice of their shepherd 
because he was constantly 
with them.   He led them to 
water.  They followed him 
to pasture.  He gathered 
them at night.  And all the 
while, he was talking, 
singing and humming.  This 
image of Jesus as my 
shepherd forces me to ask 
myself, “Is it possible that 
throughout my day, God is 
constantly talking and 
singing?  Giving me the 
opportunity to become 
ultra-familiar with His 
voice?” 
 Discerning God’s 
voice is more likely to 
happen when I take a step 
toward Him.  One of the 
best ways I “take a step 
toward God” is by reading 
the Bible.  The Bible 
reveals the thoughts of God 
communicated to people 
who are just like me.  They 
lived at a different time and 
in a different world than I 
do but they faced the same 
challenges, asked the 
same questions and 
struggled with the same 
hurts, habits and hangups 
as I do.  And getting to 
know God’s character 

through the Bible helps me 
develop a filter for my 
spiritual “ears” because 
God will not contradict 
Himself.  More than once 
I’ve had someone tell me 
that God is telling them to 
marry someone they have 
fallen in love with.  The only 
catch is that they are 
already married.  When 
someone says this to me, I 
know they are not hearing 
God’s voice clearly.   
 Discerning God’s 
voice happens more often 
over time than in an instant.  
I began to sense God 
telling me that my time as 
senior pastor was coming 
to a close but I wasn’t really 
sure if this was God.  I 
thought it might be Satan, 
encouraging me to quit 
when God was still actively 
working through me.  I 
thought I might be the voice 
of my selfish desires 
looking for an easier road 
to travel.   I thought it might 
be the voice of fatigue.  It 
took nearly a year to 
conclude this was God’s 
voice.  A year of praying.  A 
year of talking with a few 
trusted people who know 
me.  A year of listening.  I 
never did hear God’s 
audible voice in my ears.  
But as I waited and listened 
I began to see the step I 
believed God was asking 
me to take.  As the step 
became clear, I sensed the 
peace that God alone can 
give.  It was not a 

guarantee of prosperity or 
comfort but the assurance 
of His presence.   
 It’s my prayer that 
collectively we will become 
experts at hearing and 
obeying the voice of our 
Shepherd. 

In His grip, 
Pastor Steve   
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PKA Support 
Groups 

Celebrate Recovery 
Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA 

foyer  
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st 
and 3rd Sun. of the month) 
Do you have a hurt, habit or 
hang-up that has interfered 

with your spiritual life? 
Celebrate Recovery is a 12-

step Christ-centered recovery 
program. No fee, and 

confidentiality is respected. 

The Landing 
For middle and high school 
students, this program helps 

teens avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing 
God’s incredible forgiveness 
and healing. Sundays 6-8:15 

pm, The Student Center 

GriefShare   
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The 

Potter’s House 
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By Pastor 
Justin 
Fischer  

Here is a 
quick 
parenting 

quiz for you. 
See if you can come up 
with the right answers… 

1. Child A, a 5 year old boy, 
comes up to you crying 
because Child B, a 3 year 
old boy, took the toy that he 
was playing with. Upon 
further investigation you 
discover that the toy 
actually belongs to Child B 
who was, in fact, playing 
with the aforementioned 
toy, but set it down to go to 
the potty (which he did not 
wipe for, by the way).  

 Which child should 
get the toy and why? 

2. Your standard bedtime 
for Child A, a 14 year old 
girl, is 9:30pm on school 
nights. You also have a rule 
that this child is not to be 
on her electronic device 
until all of her homework is 

done for the night. At 7:30 
she tells you her homework 
is done and she begins 
watching a show on Netflix. 
At 9:27 Child A runs 
frantically into your room. 
She says a friend 
messaged her and she now 
remembers that she is 
supposed to study for the 
big math test she has 
tomorrow.  

 Do you let Child A 
study for the test or make 
her honor her bedtime? Is 
watching the episode a 
punishable offense given 
that she “forgot” that she 
had homework? 

3. Child A, a 2 year old girl, 
was out of your sight for 
literally 10 seconds and 
now has an entire lollipop 
stuck up her nose. 

How did it get there? Why 
did it get there? Do you 
need to bring her to the 

ER? Can they call CPS on 
you because your daughter 
has a lollipop in her nose?   

 The correct 
answers, of course, are 
that there aren’t any! 
Parenting is not like 
studying for a test, but 
more like the realization 
that every circumstance, 
child, and situation is 
unique. This can be 
exhausting! It would be so 
much easier if there were 
more of a pattern to how 
things worked, right? 
Instead, it can feel like you 
are often winging 
it...dealing out punishments 
based on how you feel at 
the time, and giving 
rewards in much the same 
way. 
 Most of parenting is 
done in the meantime. This 
is the space between the 
events of life. Parenting is 
driving in the car, breaking 
up arguments, and figuring 
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Parenting in the 
Meantime

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry
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out who put their gum on 
the new kitchen floor (and 
now all over your shoe!). 
How in the world do you 
figure it all out? 
 The most important 
thing is to stay centered 
and focused on God’s 
voice. Pray regularly to Him 
in your times of need, and 
He will hear you. Listen for 
the voice of God in 
parenting. Do not attempt it 
on your own! Be reminded 
of the truth that God will 
hear you when you cry out 
to Him… 
but God has surely listened 

and has heard my prayer. 
Praise be to God, 

who has not rejected my 
prayer 

or withheld his love from 
me! 

Psalm 66:19 (NIV) 
  
 You have a God on 
your side who promises to 
hear you. He is near, and 
will help. He wants what is 
best for you and your kids. 
So, even when things are 
tough, and especially when 
they are awesome, 
remember that God is in 
the meantime! 
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Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, 

downstairs in Children’s 
Ministry, Sundays at  

9:00 a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-
K-5th, Wednesdays, at  

6 p.m. downstairs in 
Children’s Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in 

the Student Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, 
Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 

Simply Elegant 
Our Student Dinner Fundraiser 

will be held Saturday, February 9, 
6:00 -8:30 p.m.   

Tickets are $20 per person and will 
go on sale Sunday, January 20.

SAVE THE DATE! 
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 Hi All, this is Jill 
Holmberg, right where God 
has positioned me. I am 
writing to tell you about a 
really big adventure that I 
am about to embark on.  
On January 26, 2019 I will 
be flying to Peru as a 
member of a short-term 
mission team.   We will be 
sporting bright lavender 
shirts that declare we are 
part of: Sewing with a 
Mission, Changing lives 
one stitch at a time.   (Part 
of the team will return after 
one week, the rest of us will 
be staying for an additional 
week and return home on 
February 10, 2019.) 
 I have attended Pine 
Knolls Christian and 
Missionary Alliance Church 
for just about 25 years.  
While I have watched 
others go off on short-term 
mission trips, I have never 
really felt the call to go on 
one myself, UNTIL NOW. 
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Pray	for	Jill	Holmberg	
and	Sewing	serving	
with	a	Mission	in	

Peru!

Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA
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 Early this past fall, I 
sensed God prompting me 
to give more focused 
attention to each person, 
interaction and opportunity 
that came my way. I 
entered the fall Ladies 
Bible Study, JONAH, 
Navigating a Life 
Interrupted and the fall 
Sermon Series, Positioned 
for a Purpose, with that 
prompting before me.  I felt 
God stirring my heart 
toward something bigger. 
As my eyes and ears were 
opened a bit more than 
usual, I was beginning to 
consider if God might want 
to interrupt my day to day 
life for His bigger plans and 
purposes.  I began to 
consider whether God had 
a purpose that I may have 
been designed and 
positioned for. 
 Then in mid-October 
I met Pam Damour, a 
career national sewing 
educator, who shared her 
sewing passion, talents, 
techniques and stories at 
my quilt guild.  Pam is the 
Director and Mission 
Coordinator for Sewing with 
a Mission. She told us 
about last year’s mission 
trip to Peru, ministering to 
young ladies (average ages 
9-17) some orphans, some 
victims of sexual abuse.  
The goal of these trips is to 
teach young women to 
sew, in order that they 
might earn a sustainable 
income. The hope for the 

future is to establish a 
permanent sewing school 
there. 
 My heart was 
touched.  (This was right up 
my alley.)  I am passionate 
about sewing and I enjoy 
teaching, especially young 
girls.   Pam invited anyone 
who might be interest in 
serving in this mission to let 
her know.  The next 
mission trip was coming in 
January 2019. 
 When I first heard of 
this mission trip I was 
interested, but uttered a 
human response to my 
friend, “I could never come 
up with the money to go 
this coming January, I’ll just 
have to wait until next 
year.” During the next day 
or two I felt the Holy Spirit 
stirring and realized that if 
God was positioning me for 
this purpose, He would 
provide the finances, and 
He has.  So, off I go to 
Peru, with Sewing with a 
Mission! 
 We will be serving in 
Lima, Huánuco and Trujillo, 
Peru. We will also be 
visiting Machu Picchu for a 
little sightseeing. I am 
excited and a bit nervous to 
embark on this journey.  I 
look forward to teaching, as 
well as sharing the love of 
Christ in a tangible way 
with these young ladies.  
We will be working directly 
with two pastors and a 
Christian Mission and 
Orphanage.  Not only will 

we be teaching the girls 
from the mission and 
orphanage, but we will also 
be teaching women from a 
church in Trujillo.  
According to Pastor Adam 
and Pastor Scott, we will 
have 30-40 students in 
each location. 
 Please pray for safe 
travel, adjustment to the 
altitude, that all our 
supplies will get where we 
are going at the same time 
that we do.  Pray also for 
good health, safe food and 
water. Good 
communication and 
connection between all 
serving and being served.  
That we would receive all 
God has for us with 
humble, cheerful and 
grateful hearts. May God’s 
will be done. 
 Sewing with a 
Mission is a new mission, 
established in 2017, after 
10 years of dreams and 
prayers.  I have been blown 
away in watching the 
details of this trip come 
together and in learning 
how the mission got 
started. God is in the 
networking business!  He 
has connected people, 
places, and vision for 
ministries! Ask me about it 
when you see me 

Blessings to you and yours,  

Jill Holmberg  

 6



Pine Knolls Alliance Church January/February 2019

 7

Adult Education Classes: 

Grace/Truth 1.0 – Adult Education Class 
begins January 13 at 9:00 a.m.  Is a 
biblically based learning experience that 
introduces Christians to people who 
struggle with their sexuality and gender 
identity.  Facilitators:  John & Kathie 
Graham. 

Starting Point – A conversation about 
faith and the values of Pine Knolls will be 
the focus of this group.  Starting Point 
will meet downstairs in Room 102 at 9:00 
a.m.  Facilitator:  Kyle Esposito. 

Angels:  Good and Bad:  - Sunday 
mornings March 3-24 at 9:00 a.m.  There 
are references to angels in 34 of the 66 
books of the Bible.  Some angels are 
good, other are evil.  This class will take 
a biblical look at angels, good and bad.  
Facilitator:  Pastor Bill Church 

Classes: 

Membership Class – Tuesday, January 
15, at 6:30 p.m.  Interested in becoming 
a member of Pine Knolls?  Learn about 
the rights and responsibilities of 
membership and the steps to take to 
become a member by attending the 
class.  Facilitator:  Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

Spiritual Gifts Class – Monday, March 11, 
at 6:30 p.m.  Learn what the scriptures 
teach us about how and why God has 
purposefully and uniquely gifted us.  
Discover or affirm your gifts and learn 
about places you can use your gifts at 
Pine Knolls.  Facilitator:  Lynn Figura 

Ladies Bible 
Studies:   

Begins Thursday, 
January 17 

Morning Studies – 9:15 a.m. 
childcare provided 

•God of the Word – Exodus 
Facilitator:  Jen Anderson 
•Me, Myself and Lies (Jennifer 
Rothschild study) Facilitator:  
Maureen Galusha 
•Pathway of Peace in a Growing 
Relationship with Christ (Cheryl 
Elton author)  Facilitator:  Cheryl 
Elton 

Tuesday Evening 6:00 p.m. 
(no childcare) 

•Discerning the Voice of God 
(Priscilla Shirer study) – Facilitator:  

Lorin Whorf 

Saturday Morning–7:30 a.m. 
(no childcare)  

Facilitator:  Lorin Whorf 
•Completing the fall study Gideon  
•Discerning the Voice of God (Begins in 
February) 
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Search Committee 
Members:  

Pastor Bill Church:  
wchurch@pineknolls.net  

Steve Noftle: 
stevenoftle@gmail.com 

Steve Larli: 
stephen.larli.h30q@statefarm.com  

Mark Decker: 
mdecker1@roadrunner.com 

 Jesse Steinberger: 
jsteinberger@outlook.com 

  
Kyle Esposito: 

kylejespo@gmail.com 

 Jennie Anderson: 
glenjen@fastmail.com 

 Melissa Guay: 
melissabguay@gmail.com 

  
 Please feel free to reach out to us 
with any questions, concerns, or even 
prayers. It would be our pleasure to 
speak with you!

 The Search Committee continues to 
meet regularly and is making great 
progress in the search for our next Senior 
Pastor. 
  
 Presently, the committee is listening to l 
sample sermons from potential candidates, 
and have begun the interview process with a 
select few. 
  

Please continue to pray with us:  
* Ask God for His grace to help us as a 

congregation to respond to the pastoral 
transition in healthy ways. 

*  Pray that this time of change will be one of 
learning to depend on God in deeper ways.  

* Pray for God to continue to grant unity, 
clarity, wisdom and patience to the Search 
Committee. 

* Ask God to prepare the heart of our next 
Senior Pastor; pray that God gives him a 
love for Pine Knolls and a clear calling. 

* Pray for the next Senior Pastor’s family, for 
strength and peace as they consider leaving 
their present ministry. 

* Pray for PKA’s staff, that the transition is 
filled with unity and God’s peace. 

* Pray for Pastor Steve and his family, for 
gratitude in the ways they have served PKA 
these many years, and that they sense 
God’s presence throughout the transition. 
process. 
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