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Celebrating 
Community 

Alliance Church 

By Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 On 
January 
18th the 
Community 
Alliance 
church 
family 
elected 

church officers and 
approved a budget for 
2017.  With those 
decisions, we (Pine Knolls) 
crossed the finish line of 
directly overseeing this 
congregation in Ballston 
Spa.  It was so good to 
sense the excitement that 
was shared by everyone 
who had the privilege of 
seeing God transform a 
discouraged group of 
people into an energized 
church family.  As I 
reflected on the past three 
and a half years of 
overseeing Community 
Alliance, God brought the 
following to mind: 

1) Saying “yes” to God 
is like pulling up a front row 
seat to an exciting event.   
 When we made the 
decision to provide 
oversight for this tiny 
congregation, I never 
imagined I would see as 
many miracles as I have.  
Throughout our time of 
leading CAC: 

a. Finances were never 
a major obstacle. 

b. There were no major 
splits in the congregation 
as key decisions were 
made. 

c. Our goal of 
establishing CAC as an 
autonomous congregation 
(continued on page 2)       
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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s Pen

The Ministry Minute 
Kat Tremblay volunteering in Pine Knolls Library this past 
January. The Library Ministry offers free lending of adult, 
young adult and children’s books, DVDS, and CDS, fiction 
and nonfiction. The Library is located downstairs in the 
Children’s Ministry foyer.  

Photo by Raina Guay



Pine Knolls Alliance Church February 2017
in 3-5 years was achieved 
toward the front end (3 
years and 4 months).  

d. Key leadership roles 
were filled by just the right 
people – people who were 
not even in the picture just 
months before they made 
major contributions.   

e. Powerful bonding 
experiences (Trust me, you 
can’t plan these) took place 
in the congregation, knitting 
it together with the threads 
of love, respect and 
appreciation for God.  (One 
example of this was when 
Cindy and her family joined 
CAC.  Cindy was just 
starting chemotherapy for 
recently diagnosed breast 
cancer.  The hope and love 
they received from the 
entire congregation shaped 
the life of that church family 
in wonderful ways.) I’m 
thankful to have had the 
opportunity to watch God at 
work in the life of CAC. 

2) There isn’t one 
blueprint for every 
congregation. 

 When I first began 
overseeing CAC I 
envisioned leading a mini-
Pine Knolls.  It didn’t take 
very long to be dispelled of 
that ill-formed notion.  
Within months it was clear 
that CAC would be 
noticeably different than 
Pine Knolls.  While we 
share some basic values – 

taking faith-filled risks, 
prayer, servant-leadership, 
reliance on the Holy Spirit, 
love for God’s Word – they 
would do things differently 
than we might.  Not only 
was this just OK, it was 
exactly as God intended it.  
 You are a creative 
God; why did I ever think 
you would settle for making 
another congregation a 
twin of another? 

3) Passing the baton 
well matters.  It matters a 
lot.   
 If you watched the 
relay races in the Olympics 
this past year, you know 
that passing the baton well 
makes a huge difference.  
Sometimes it’s the 
difference between 
finishing first or last.  
Leading a church isn’t the 
same thing as running a 
race but when it comes to 
handing over leadership, 
dropping the baton can be 
disastrous.  I’m thankful for 
the leaders from Pine 
Knolls that God used in re-
establishing CAC.  Every 
single leader carried the 
baton well and then 
released it at the proper 
time.  That’s not easy to do.  
And the leaders God raised 
up at CAC were ready to 
receive the baton for this 
next stretch of the race.  
Pastor Bill, Joey 
Buonviaggio, Lynn Figura, 
Ann Smith, Tom Fleming 

and Pastor Joshua are 
some of those from Pine 
Knolls who carried, and 
then handed off, the baton 
of leadership well. 

4) Building a church is 
the ultimate team sport. In 
the previous bullet point I 
highlighted the role of 
leaders.  Now I want to 
clearly say, “Whatever 
success we achieved at 
CAC, it was because there 
was a unified, praying, 
faith-filled, generous 
congregation supporting 
this effort.”  You were part 
of every “WIN” we 
experienced.  Those who 
served there could not 
have done so with focus 
and excellence if you had 
demanded they done more 
here.  Your willingness to 
give and serve and pray 
toward making CAC a 
reality even if it meant 
slowing down a few of our 
initiatives was incredibly 
important, and I want to 
extend my appreciation and 
respect to you all. 
 Today there is a 
vibrant, Life-giving, Hope-
imparting, Christ-following 
congregation in Ballston 
Spa that would not be there 
except for your willingness 
to say “YES” to God.  Go 
TEAM!  

In His grip, 
Pastor Steve  
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By Glen 
Anderson    
  
 In the 
January 
newsletter 
we talked 
about the 
2017 

strategy of the Missions 
Team at PKA.  One of the 
focus points we shared was 
the desire to introduce 
three new partnership fields 
with a focus on unreached 
people groups by the 1st 
half of 2017.  We are 
pleased to share with you 
that the Missions Team has 
identified two new countries 
that we wish to begin  
partnering with in the 
coming year.  One of those 
countries is Mali.  This 
month we are excited to 
share with you about Mali 
and the Spronk Family that 
are serving with the C& MA 
there. 
 Mali is home to 
some 17.4 million people 
and is located in the center 
of Africa.  It is about two 
times the size of Texas.  It 
is one of the poorest 

countries of the world with 
a per capita income of just 
$900 a year.  The literacy 
rate is about 38.7% with 
unemployment at about 
14.6%.  The life expectancy 
is just 45 years old and 
infant mortality rate is about 
11.7%. 
 Most Malian people 
are Muslims who represent 
more than 90% of the 
population while the 
Christians who live in Mali 
make up just 1-2% of the 
population.  Many of these 

brothers and sisters do 
suffer because of their 
faith.  This is expressly true 
of those who live in the 
northern part of the country. 
 The C&MA has been 
working in this country 
since 1923 when they first 
began an outreach in 
Timbuktu.  (Yes, there really 
is a place named Timbuktu!)  
Today the Alliance mission 
and the national church are 
proclaiming the hope of 
Jesus among prostitutes 
(continued on page 4) 
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PKA Missions in Mali 

Go and Make 
Disciples: Missions 

At PKA
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prisoners, subsistence 
farmers, and villagers 
throughout the country. The 
Bamako Ministry Center is 
reaching out to university 
students and professionals, 
and the Koutiala Hospital 
ministers Jesus’ 
compassion to countless 
women and children who 
would otherwise die without 
ever hearing of the Savior’s 
love for them. 
 Dr. Wayne Spronk, 
with his family, felt the call 
of the Lord and has 
responded.  After a few 
years of French language 
training they have recently 
arrived at the Koutiala 
Hospital where Wayne is 
one of the few western 
doctors who care for  
women and children.  The 
Spronks are originally from 
Plattsburgh NY and have 
been apart of the North 
Country Alliance Church of 
Plattsburgh for many years.  
They are full time workers 

with the Great 
Commission Fund 
and we will be 
pleased to share 
more about them in 
the March 
newsletter. 
 Please join 
us in this journey as 
we see how we can 
be a blessing to the 
Spronks and more 
importantly to the 
people of Mali as we 
seek to introduce 
them to the One true 
God.  Remember the 
promise given by God 
to Abraham… You 
have been blessed…. 
In order to be a 
blessing to the entire 
earth. 

LET’S BE A 
BLESSING!!!  
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Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, downstairs in 
Children’s Ministry, Sundays at 

9:30 a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, 
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m 

downstairs in Children’s Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, 
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the 

Student Center,  

Ladies Ministry 
Ladies Bible Studies 

Morning Studies: 9:30 a.m. 
(Childcare for morning studies only) 

God of the Word – Facilitated 
by Jen Anderson 

Daniel (continuation of Fall 
study) – Facilitated by 
Kristy Fischer 

Boundaries – Facilitated by 
Lori Higley 
 
Evening Study: 7:00 p.m. 
The Armor of God by 
Priscilla Shirer – Facilitated 
by Karen Tucker 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 
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By Teanna Fullen 

 Do you want to 
spiritually impact your 
child?  As Christian 
parents, we usually do.  
The verse “Impress them 
upon your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk 
along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get 
up.” Deuteronomy 6:7, is a 
reminder that as 
Christian parents 
we should be 
guiding our 
children to develop 
their faith.  Here 
are some strategic 
conversation 
starters to connect 
with your child 
during different 
times of the day. 

Morning Time: 
These 
conversation 
prompts will really 

encourage your child: 
I’m really glad that you… 
I have noticed that…I 
liked it when… 

Meal Time: These 
questions are for longer 
conversations, such as 
during dinner: 
What things can we see 
that help us to have trust 
in God when we can’t see 
Him? 
 How can you get to 
know Jesus better so that 
you can have greater faith 
in Him? 
 Could your faith in 
God cause people you 
know to believe?  

Bed Time: Spend some 
time with your child at 
bedtime and read the 
Bible together.  Choose a 
different person or story 
(continued: page 6)    
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Family and Children’s Ministry PKA Support 
Groups  

Celebrate Recovery  
Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-
up that has interfered with your 
spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery 
is a 12-step Christ-centered 
recovery program. No fee, and 
confidentiality is respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer 
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school 
students, this program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing 
God’s incredible forgiveness and 
healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student 
Center 

GriefShare  

Tuesday evenings – 7:00 p.m. in 
The Potter’s House.	

Spiritually Impacting 
your Child
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each night to read 
about. There are many 
wonderful Bibles that are 
specifically geared for 
children and youth. If you 
would like a suggestion, I 
would be happy to 
recommend a Bible based 
on your child’s specific age.  

Drive Time: This is a good 
opportunity to let your 
children ask the questions. 
Be brave and answer as 
best as you can. If you 
don’t know the answer, be 
honest and suggest that 
you look up the answer 
together when you get 
home or at another time. 
 As a parent 
remember to lead your 

child in a discussion, 
rather than lecture them.  
Accept their input and 
show them that you 
value their opinion. 
 Encouraging 
words add emotional fuel 
to a child’s life.  You, and 
your child, will be 
blessed abundantly! 
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Hide it in Your Heart: February’s 
Memory Verse: Psalm 96:2 

Student Fundraiser 
Dinner.  “A Starlit 
Forest”.  Saturday, February 
11, 6:00 p.m.  Tickets on sale 
now! $20 per person.  Silent 
Auction, Music, Entertainment 
and lots of Fun.  
  

How to Study the Bible – 
Begins Sunday, February 5, at 
9:30.  This class will meet each 

Sunday morning during the 
month of February.  Join Pastor 
Bill as he introduces three Bible 
study methods to help you 
unlock God’s Word. 
  

Spiritual Gifts Class – 
Monday, February 20, 6:30 pm. 
Lynn Figura will lead you 
through what the scriptures 
teach about how and why God 
has purposefully and uniquely 
gifted us.  Discover or affirm His 
gifts in you and learn about 
places you can use them at 
Pine Knolls. 
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Q. Tell us about your 
family, and where you're 
from: 

A. Eight years ago I moved 
to this area with my 
husband Steve, and our 
three children Caleb, 
Abigail, and Steven.  We 
are both from 
Pennsylvania, and have 
experienced the wild and 
crazy journey of living in 
three of the four corners of 
the United States. We love 
the Adirondacks and spend 
much of our time outside 

enjoying God’s glorious 
creative handiwork. 

Q. What hobbies do you 
guys enjoy? 

A. Our family enjoys 
skiing, hiking, camping, 
and being on the water, 
as well as supporting 
each other in various 
extracurricular activities.    

Q. How Long have you 
attended Pine Knolls? 

A. I have been attending 
Pine Knolls with my family 
for 7 years now and I am 
very blessed to be on staff 
as the Director of Small 
Groups.  

Q. Tell us about your 
ministry passion… 

A. Small Groups are my 
passion.  My husband and I 
have been involved in 
Small Groups for over 17 
years. Our first small group 
experience was with people 
who loved us not for what 
we did or who we wanted 
to be, but simply because 
they were called to love as 
Christ loved.  They showed 
us what God honoring 
marriage looks like and that 
forever changed our 
relationship with each other 
and with Christ.   

Q. What scripture is 
particularly meaningful 
for you? 

A. One scripture that is 
close to my heart is Isaiah 
58:10-11   

“Feed the hungry, and help 
those in trouble.  Then your 
light will shine out from the 
darkness, and the darkness 
around you will be as bright 
as noon.  The Lord will 
guide you continually, 
giving you water when you 
are dry and restoring your 
strength. You will be like a 
well-watered garden, like 
and ever-flowing spring.” 

Q. If you could meet any 
person from the Bible, 
other than Jesus, who 
would it be? 

A. If I could meet any 
person from the Bible it 
would be David. I love 
reading about how God 
raised him up from being a 
lowly shepherd boy to a 
mighty King.  I admire his 
fierce passion and 
unquenchable desire to be 
close to God-“a man after 
my own heart.”  I can learn 
a lot from David’s ability to 
confess quickly and 
genuinely repent of his 
sins, learning and growing 
in obedience from his 
mistakes. 
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Nice to Meet You!

Q&A with Tara 
Johnson
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By Tara 
Johnson 

 

Are you 

interested 
in connecting with people 
that you can develop 
relationships with and grow 
alongside in your walk with 
Christ? Small Groups are 
one of the ways we do that 
here at PKA.   

Come check out one of our 
NEW small groups: 

Sunday mornings in the 
Potters House @ 9:30am 
with Bart and Debbie 
studying the weekly 
sermon 

Thursday mornings at 
PKA with Audrey @ 
9:30am studying 
Breaking Free by Beth 
Moore  

Thursday 
evenings at PKA 
with Barry @ 
6:30 pm 
studying the 
weekly sermon 

Friday evenings with 
Paige in South Glens 
Falls @ 6:30 for YOUNG 
ADULTS 

*We are also looking for 
people interested in 
developing a small group 
for Parents of Young 
Children 

UPCOMING EVENT:  
Emerging Leaders Small 
Group Training March 5th 
@ 8:00am Room 101 for 
anyone who is thinking 
about leading or 
apprenticing a small group 
at PKA 

For more information 
contact Tara Johnson at 
tjohnson@pineknolls.net or 
518-793-7101
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Pine Knolls exists to see people of  all ages become 
fully-devoted followers of  Christ through the 
power of  His Word, His Spirit, and His people.

Financial 
Information for  
December 2016 
Actual   $69,671                 
Year to Date  $907,478 

Budget  $67,692                
Year to Date  $880,000 
  
Benevolent:  $2,455         
Year to Date $41,028 

Missions:  $7,467              
Year to Date  $62,398 

Debt Reduction:  $10,944  
Year to Date $27,223 
  
Remaining on the Mortgage  
$281,800 

Making Connections: 

Small Groups at PKA

mailto:tjohnson@pineknolls.net

