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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s
Pen
Hope and
Rebirth
By Pastor Steve
Vandixhorn

We all have had
an experience where
something we long for
just does not happen.
Some long for a
satisfying job, good health,
or financial security, while
others wait and wait for
their child to get traction or
to be more connected to
their spouse. Still others
long to receive approval
from a parent. Zechariah
and Elizabeth wanted a
child.
Their story is found
the Book of Luke, chapter
1. We are told by Luke that
Zechariah and Elizabeth

Merry Christmas, Pine Knolls Family! Please join us for
Christmas Eve Worship Services at 3p.m. and 5 p.m.
December 24. Childcare is provided at both service for
those 5 years old and younger.

O Come Let Us Adore Him!
are sincere followers of
God. They practiced their
faith not out of duty but a
genuine belief that God
exists and is worthy to be
honored. Yet they were
childless. Not just through
their 20’s and into their 30’s
– they were childless when
they were ‘well along in
years’. In other words, past
the time when it was
reasonable to expect their

dream would become a
reality.
Have you ever had a
dream die? Did your
dream die in a flash or did it
slowly fade – evaporating
until you almost forgot it
ever existed? Either way,
when a dream dies you
lose hope that it could ever
become a reality. I’m pretty
sure Zechariah and
Elizabeth would have said
that their dream had died.
Luke tells us
Zechariah served in the
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temple as a priest. (Not as
a full-time priest stationed
in Jerusalem but a helper
assigned to perform
specific duties for a limited
period of time.) While
serving an angel appeared
to Zechariah. His initial
reaction was to be filled
with fear but the angel said
to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah; your prayer
has been heard.”
Your prayer has
been heard. It’s a thought
provoking message. Did
the angel mean, “The
prayer you prayed 40 years
ago asking for a son has
been heard”? Or did the
angel mean, “The prayer
you prayed this morning
blessing God and offering
yourself to Him, has been
heard”? Or is it possible
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that the angel was
intentionally vague
because both messages
were intended? I lean
toward the last possibility.
And, because I hear it this
way, I find the angel’s
message to be filled with
hope.
Hope because the
angel’s words remind me
that God remembers long
after I’ve forgotten. God is
able to resurrect dreams
from the past and make
them realities.
Hope because God
takes our lives, when
offered to Him in sincere
worship, and weaves them
into His Amazing Plan.
Zechariah and
Elizabeth’s dream of having
a child becomes a reality.
John is born and God

appoints him to announce
the arrival of Jesus – the
fulfillment of our deepest
longings and dreams.
During this Christmas
season, may you hear God
saying to you, “Do not be
afraid, your prayer has
been heard.”
In His grip,
Pastor Steve

Do not be
afraid, Zechariah;
your prayer has
been heard
Luke 1:13
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Family &
Children’s
Ministry

Together
By Pastor
Justin
Fischer
You may
not know
this about
me, but I grew up from the
age of 10 on with a single
mom. My dad struggled
with alcohol addiction much
of his life, and when I was
in 4th grade he left for an
in-patient rehab and never
returned to our home. My
mom worked hard to
provide for us. In many
ways she was an amazing
mom, Christian, and role
model. Don’t get me
wrong...she wasn’t perfect,
and I didn’t always see just
how much she sacrificed
personally to make our
family work without a dad
at home. Nevertheless, she
was always there, and we
were always together. And
it worked.
I want you to hear
that as my background
before I share the fourth
core belief of Family
Ministries at Pine Knolls
because I want you to hear

the heart that it is coming
from.

We believe that by
strengthening
marriages we
strengthen families.
Every family is
unique. There are many
situations that we one day
discover ourselves in, and
a group of people we find
ourselves surrounded by
that we call “family”. And
God can be at work in all of
them. God taught me a lot
even without having a dad
in my home to teach me
many of the things that I
wish I had learned as a
young man. God works
through single parents,
grandparents raising
grandkids, foster and
adoptive parents, and
every other scenario we
can imagine!
However, it is
undeniable that the ideal
scenario for a family is for a
mom and dad to be present
in the home. This is what
God lays out in the
scriptures, and it is
supported by much modern
research. Children with
both parents at home are
more likely to do well at
school, and are less likely
to engage in risky
behaviors. So, while no
family situation prevents
our sovereign God from
doing His work, we can see
how the ideal scenario of
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mom and dad is most
desirable.
It is our desire as a
church and through Family
Ministries that we would be
able to help equip and
encourage you to become
a strong, God-honoring
family. One way that we
believe this will happen is
by going to the core of the
family - the marriage
relationship. A strong
marriage provides stability
at the foundation of a
family. It allows the family
to function at its ideal best,
in the way God designed it
to. Some of the ways that
we currently encourage the
strengthening of marriages
at Pine Knolls are:
Annual promotion of
the Family Life Weekend to
Remember conference.
This conference allows
married and engaged
couples the opportunity to
focus on strengthening
their relationship over the
course of a weekend at a
local setting.
Offering pre-marital
counseling to engaged
couples planning to be
married by a PKA pastor.
This counseling helps to lay
the groundwork for a strong
and lasting marriage
relationship.
Small groups
focused on marriage
studies are offered on a
regular basis. These
groups study material
designed to strengthen
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marriages, and encourage
discussion and open
communication within the
marriage.
In addition to these
opportunities, there are
several more in the works.
This winter we will be
hosting an all-church
marriage study on
Wednesday nights. This
will be an opportunity for all
couples to jump in and
commit to spending several
weeks on strengthening
their marriage. Look for
more information on this in
the coming months. We
also hope to offer marriage
mentor couples at some
point in the near future to

come alongside couples
who may be struggling, or
who simply desire to
strengthen their marriage.
These are some of
the things being offered
through Pine Knolls, but
there are also many others
available in our community
and online. For example,
there are many marriage
counselors in our area to
help in challenging seasons
of life. Also, Duane and
Becky Collignon, who
actively promote marriagestrengthening opportunities
at Pine Knolls, do a weekly
Facebook Live stream
focused on strengthening
marriages. You can even
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send in your comments or
questions while you watch.
Since we believe
that by strengthening
marriages we strengthen
families, we want to make
sure we are equipping
couples to strengthen their
marriages! If it’s been a
while since you’ve put
much effort into
strengthening your
marriage, I would
encourage you to consider
one step that you might
take toward doing just that.
If you want more
information on available
resources, please feel free
to contact me.

Duane and Becky Collignon actively promote marriage-strengthening
opportunities at Pine Knolls. They also do a weekly Facebook Live stream
focused on strengthening marriages — usually Tuesdays at 7pm. You can
even send in your comments or questions while you watch. Check it out at
on Facebook at Duane and Becky Collignon.
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Go and Make
Disciples:
Missions At PKA
Pray for Us as We
Head to Kenya this
January!
Hi, PKA Family! It’s
Melissa Guay. I am
incredibly excited to tell of
an upcoming short-term
missions trip that Chelsea
Paniccia and I are
embarking on to Kenya in
January with my sister,
Sarah Maynard, to further
the Hands and Feet of
Hope, and Hope For Kenya
ministries established there
(They are technically the
same nonprofit, HFH is a
sub ministry of Hope For
Kenya).
Chelsea and I are
humbly seeking your
prayers and support as we
both step out of our comfort
zone in the hopes of
participating in God’s
kingdom work.
We are flying out
January 11. Chelsea will be
staying for two whole
months! Sarah and I will be
there for two weeks.
Chelsea will be
working with Hands and
Feet of Hope and Hope for
Kenya by, well, being our

Chelsea Paniccia during one of her several trips to
Kenya. She will be leaving for a 2 month stay
January 11.
hands and feet on the
ground in Dago Village and
in the Joy School — This
means helping with
sponsorship letters and
campaigns for the children
of the school (so when
missions teams come
during the October and
February trips their time
can be better spent utilizing
the team’s specific spiritual
gifts). She will also be our
point person for the bead
project in Dago Village, and
hopefully advance the
timeline for getting our

micro-finance ministry off
the ground.
One of the main
objectives of our trip will be
to help move Chelsea in,
and get her job/duties
clearly defined and up and
running. This is a new
position within the ministry,
which is constantly evolving
to serve more people and
children within the
community. We’re excited
to see what relationships
are built and what lives are
touched through Chelsea.

5

Pine Knolls Alliance Church
Another objective
will be to help Chelsea
adjust to Kenyan life in a
whole new way. Though
Sarah and Chelsea have
both been to Kenya several
times, (it’s my FIRST!) this
trip is different in that we
will have no “special”
treatment. Where usually
cooks and people to help
with laundry are hired for
Hope for Kenya’s regular
trips, this will not be the
case. Together, we will take
a crash course in Kenyan
cooking and life. Doing
laundry by hand, and
navigating the market are
just a few skills we’ll learn
together.
As for my specific
role in the trip — I will be
absorbing as much
firsthand experience as I
can in order to write for the
ministry, and begin to tell
the stories of the incredible
albeit marginalized Dago
women. In the face of high
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incidences of
aids, rape,
poverty, and
polygamy these
women are
beginning to
change their
futures through
sustainable
income in the
bead ministry,
Sarah Maynard loving on one of the
and through it
Christ remains
children of Dago Village in Kenya.
at the helm.
Praise God.
also be a focus of the trip,
The ministry has just
insofar as it is their project
recently proved it’s staying
and we are the support
power in the community,
staff. Time will also be
and as a result women are
spent loving on the kids of
finally beginning to trust us
Joy School. I can’t wait to
enough to speak out
meet my two sponsor kids!
against injustices. I am
So please pray for
beyond excited to be
us, for safe travels, God’s
heartbroken for them. God
will to be done, for the Joy
is good. The ministry is
School, for Dago Village,
also in the process of
for the ways He will change
helping the community
us during this trip…and
build their own school that
please Praise Him for all
will be a feeder school to
that has already been
the Joy School — that will
accomplished. God Bless!
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Search Committee
Members:
Pastor Bill Church:
wchurch@pineknolls.net
The Search Committee continues to
meet regularly and is making great
progress in the search for our next Senior
Pastor.
The job description and church profile
are posted on our Web site. Please feel free to
view this posting at www.pineknolls.net, and
share it with others you feel may be interested.
Presently, the committee is reviewing
applications, listening to lots of sample
sermons from the candidates, and initiating
the interviewing process with a select few.
As we continue in this process, we as a
Search Committee feel passionately that each
of us needs to be leaning into God deeper and
deeper. Please continue to pray with us:
* Ask God for His grace to help us as a
congregation to respond to the pastoral
transition in healthy ways.
* Pray that this time of change will be one of
learning to depend on God in deeper ways.
* Pray for God to continue to grant unity,
clarity, wisdom and patience to the Search
Committee.
* Ask God to prepare the heart of our next
Senior Pastor; pray that God gives him a
love for Pine Knolls and a clear calling.
* Pray for the next Senior Pastor’s family, for
strength and peace as they consider leaving
their present ministry.
* Pray for PKA’s staff, that the transition is
filled with unity and God’s peace.
* Pray for Pastor Steve and his family, for
gratitude in the ways they have served PKA
these many years, and that they sense
God’s presence throughout the transition.

Steve Noftle:
stevenoftle@gmail.com
Steve Larli:
stephen.larli.h30q@statefarm.com
Mark Decker:
mdecker1@roadrunner.com
Jesse Steinberger:
jsteinberger@outlook.com
Kyle Esposito:
kylejespo@gmail.com
Jennie Anderson:
glenjen@fastmail.com
Melissa Guay:
melissabguay@gmail.com
Please feel free to reach out to us
with any questions, concerns, or even
prayers. It would be our pleasure to
speak with you!
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VISITORS
WANTED:
Student Ministry
Foundations Class,
downstairs in Children’s
Ministry, Sundays at
9:00 a.m.
AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th,
Wednesdays, at 6 p.m.
downstairs in Children’s
Ministry
Connect - Grades 6-12,
Wednesdays at 6p.m. in the
Student Center

Men’s Ministry
Common to Man, Men’s
gathering, Saturdays 7:30
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PKA Support Groups

Celebrate Recovery Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sun. of the month)
Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has interfered with
your spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step Christcentered recovery program. No fee, and confidentiality is
respected.

The Landing
For middle and high school students, this program helps teens
avoid or break cycles of dysfunction while experiencing God’s
incredible forgiveness and healing. Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The
Student Center

GriefShare
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The Potter’s House

Financial Information for
Financials: October
Actual $68,189
Budget $68,400
Under (-$211)

YTD
YTD
over

$741,714
$735,300
$6,414

Benevolent $2,409
Missions $4,479
Debt reducGon $702

YTD
YTD
YTD

$25,619
$5,699
$8,462

Remaining on the Mortgage: $157,101

Pine Knolls exists to experience
and share the hope and healing of Jesus.
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